Welcome!
Thanksgiving 2022

Wednesday, November 23rd 7:00 p.m.

Thursday, November 24th 10:00 a.m.

 Offering plates can be found at the entrances. After the sermon, the offering plates

will be brought to the altar during the singing of a hymn. This is a reminder that
giving offerings for gospel ministry is an act of worship.
 May the Lord bless the time we spend together around His Word this morning! If

you are looking for a church to call home, please contact Pastor Berger
(pastorberger@gmail.com; call/text 402-239-4509) or Pastor Dauck
(justin.dauck@gmail.com; call/text 402-806-9082) or stop by the church office. They
would love to serve you with God’s Word!
 If you desire, there is a nursery in the back on the west side of the church, but please

know that your children are ALWAYS welcome in our service no matter how much
noise they make. We’re happy to have them hear the Word and join us praising God
with their voices!
 Before you leave, please sign the guest register. It is located on the top of the stairs

in the church entryway.
 Please talk to one of the Elders (seated in the back of the church) if you have

questions about the service or the congregation.
 Large print service folders are available. Please speak to one of the Elders if this

would be of assistance to you.
 Listening assist devices are available at St. Paul’s. Please speak to one of the elders

if you would like one for the service.
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PASTOR’S GREETING
INVOCATION
P:
In the name of the Father and of the Son (†), and of the Holy Spirit.
The name of the triune God and the sign of
the cross remind worshipers of their baptism.
C:
Amen.
SONG OF THANKSGIVING
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Text: Marty Haugen. Text and tune: © 1995, 1996 GIA Publications, Inc. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 711841

THANKSGIVING PSALM (Psalm 136)
P 1Give thanks to the LORD, for he is good.
For his mercy endures forever.
2
P Give thanks to the God of gods.
For his mercy endures forever.
P 3Give thanks to the Lord of lords.
For his mercy endures forever.

Across the Lands

CW 549 sts. 1, Ref
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P 4To him who alone does great wonders—
For his mercy endures forever.
5
P To him who by his understanding made the heavens—
For his mercy endures forever.
6
P To him who spread out the earth on the waters—
For his mercy endures forever.
P 7To him who made the great lights,
For his mercy endures forever.
8
P the sun to rule by day,
For his mercy endures forever.
9
P the moon and stars to rule by night—
For his mercy endures forever.

Across the Lands

CW 549 sts. Ref, 2
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P 10To him who struck Egypt by killing their firstborn,
For his mercy endures forever.
11
P and brought Israel out from their midst,
For his mercy endures forever.
P 12with a mighty hand and outstretched arm—
For his mercy endures forever.
13
P To him who cut the Red Sea in two,
For his mercy endures forever.
14
P and brought Israel through the middle of it,
For his mercy endures forever.
P 15but brushed off Pharaoh and his army into the Red Sea—
For his mercy endures forever.
16
P To him who made his people travel through the wilderness—
For his mercy endures forever.
17
P To him who struck down great kings,
For his mercy endures forever.
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P 18and killed mighty kings,
For his mercy endures forever.
P 19Sihon king of the Amorites,
For his mercy endures forever.
P 20and Og king of Bashan,
For his mercy endures forever.
21
P and gave their land as a possession,
For his mercy endures forever.
22
P a possession to his servant Israel.
For his mercy endures forever.

Across the Lands

CW 549 sts. Ref, 3
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Text: Stuart Townend, b. 1963; Keith Getty, b. 1974
Tune: arr. Ruth N. Coleman, b. 1953; Stuart Townend, b. 1963; Keith Getty, b. 1974
Text and tune: © 2002 Thankyou Music, admin. CapitolCMGPublishing,com. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 711841

P 23Who remembered us in our low condition,
For his mercy endures forever.
24
P and tore us out of the hands of our oppressors.
For his mercy endures forever.
P 25He gives food to all living creatures.
For his mercy endures forever.
26
P Give thanks to the God of the heavens.
For his mercy endures forever.
As the organist plays a stanza of “Now Thank We All Our
God,” please do one of the following:
1) Write your own five verses of Psalm 136…what do you
praise and thank God for?
2) Fill out something you can give thanks for from A-Z?
To him who
For his mercy endures forever.

For his mercy endures forever.

For his mercy endures forever.

For his mercy endures forever.
Give thanks to
For his mercy endures forever.
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A________________
B________________
C________________
D________________
E________________
F________________
G________________
H________________
I________________
J________________
K________________
L________________
M________________
N________________
O________________
P________________
Q________________
R________________
S________________
T________________
U________________
V________________
W________________
X________________
Y________________
Z________________

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION
P:
O, Lord, hear my prayer, listen to my cry for mercy;
C:
In your faithfulness and righteousness come to my relief.
P:
C:

Do not bring your servant into judgment,
For no one living is righteous before you.

P:

As we look into the mirror of God’s holy law, we see that we have sinned against
him countless times and in countless ways. We are worthy of his wrath and
deserve eternal punishment. Therefore, let us acknowledge our sin before God
in the words of Psalm 51:
“Have mercy on me, O God, according to your unfailing love; according to your
great compassion blot out my transgressions. Wash away all my iniquity and
cleanse me from my sin. For I know my transgressions, and my sin is always
before me. Against you, you only, have I sinned and done what is evil in your
sight, so that you are proved right when you speak and justified when you
judge. Surely I was sinful at birth, sinful from the time my mother conceived
me.”

c:

P:

C:

Yet God has forgiven our sin, not because of our worth or work, but purely
through his grace. Our heavenly Father has sent his Son, Jesus Christ, to be our
substitute and bear our sin and guilt. Your sins? God remembers them no more!
Jesus washed them away! You are now his own pure child! This is God’s faithful
Word and promise.
Amen!

Now Thank We All Our God

CW 597 st. 1
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PRAYER AND PRAISE
P:
I will sing to the LORD all my life; I will sing praise to my God as long as I live;
C:
May my meditation be pleasing to Him as I rejoice in the LORD.
P:

C:

Lord of heaven and earth, we gather before you in gratefulness for all the
physical, material, and spiritual blessings that you have graciously given to us.
Lead us to humbly acknowledge and boldly confess you as the source of all that
we have and are, that we may serve you in gratefulness both now and forever.
Amen.

Now Thank We All Our God

CW 597 st. 3

Text: tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827–1878, alt.; Martin Rinkert, 1586–1649; Tune: Johann Crüger, 1598–1662
Text and tune: Public domain
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As we read through sections of the Old and New Testaments, think to yourself why these
readings were chosen for a Thanksgiving worship service.
FIRST LESSON……...…...………………………………………………..…………………Deuteronomy 8:10-18
10Then you will eat, and you will be filled, and you will praise the LORD your God for
the good land that he has given you. 11Be very careful so that you do not forget the LORD
your God by not keeping his commandments and ordinances and his statutes that I am
commanding you today. 12When you eat and are satisfied, and you build nice houses and
move into them, 13and your herds and your flocks multiply, and your silver and gold
increase, and everything that you have prospers, 14watch out so that your heart does not
become arrogant and forget the LORD your God, who brought you out of the land of Egypt,
where you were slaves. 15Do not forget the LORD, who led you in the great and terrifying
wilderness, where there were venomous snakes and scorpions, where the thirsty ground
had no water, but the LORD made water come out of a flint rock for you. 16Do not forget
the LORD, who in the wilderness fed you manna, which your fathers had not known before,
to humble you and to test you so that it would be good for you later on.
17You might say in your heart, “My ability and the power of my hand have earned this
wealth for me.” 18But then you are to remember that the LORD your God is the one who
gives you the ability to produce wealth, to confirm his covenant that he promised to your
fathers with an oath, as he does to this day.
SECOND LESSON……...…...……………………………………………….…..…………………Hebrews 13:5,6
5 Keep your lives free from the love of money and be content with what you have, because
God has said,
“Never will I leave you; never will I forsake you.”
6 So we say with confidence, “The Lord is my helper; I will not be afraid.
What can man do to me?”
GOSPEL LESSON…………………........................................................................... Luke 19:1-10
1Jesus entered Jericho and was passing through. 2 A man was there by the name of
Zacchaeus; he was a chief tax collector and was wealthy. 3 He wanted to see who Jesus
was, but being a short man he could not, because of the crowd. 4 So he ran ahead and
climbed a sycamore-fig tree to see him, since Jesus was coming that way.
5 When Jesus reached the spot, he looked up and said to him, “Zacchaeus, come down
immediately. I must stay at your house today.” 6 So he came down at once and welcomed
him gladly.
11
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All the people saw this and began to mutter, “He has gone to be the guest of a
‘sinner.’ ”
8 But Zacchaeus stood up and said to the Lord, “Look, Lord! Here and now I give half
of my possessions to the poor, and if I have cheated anybody out of anything, I will pay
back four times the amount.”
9 Jesus said to him, “Today salvation has come to this house, because this man, too, is
a son of Abraham. 10 For the Son of Man came to seek and to save what was lost.”

Come, You Thankful People, Come

CW 491

Text: Henry Alford, 1810–1871, alt.
Tune: George J. Elvey, 1816–1893
Text and tune: Public domain
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SERMON – 1 Thessalonians 5:18
In everything give thanks.
For this is God’s will for you in Christ Jesus.
18

P:

We join in Luther’s Explanation of the First Article of the Apostles’ Creed:
c: I believe that God made me and every creature
and that he gave me my body and soul,
eyes, ears, and all my members, my mind and all my abilities.
And I believe that God still preserves me by richly
and daily providing clothing and shoes,
food and drink, house and home, spouse and
children, land, cattle and all I own, and all
that I need to keep my body and life,
and by defending me against all danger
and guarding and protecting me from all evil.
All this God does only because he is my good and merciful Father in heaven,
and not because I have earned or deserved it.
For all this I ought to thank and praise, to serve and obey him.
This is most certainly true.

During the singing of the following hymn, the offering will be brought to the altar.

We Praise You, O God, Our Redeemer

CW 609 sts. 1, 3
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Text: Julia B. Cory, 1882–1963, alt.
Tune: Nederlandtsch Gedenckclanck, Haarlem, 1626
Text and tune: Public domain

THANKSGIVING PRAYER
P:
Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good.
C:
For his mercy endures forever.
P:

C:
P:
C:
P:

For the harvest of food for both man and creature; for those who work the
ground; for machinery to plant and gather seed from the land; for energy to
work long hours while it is day:
We thank you, O God.
For the cool fall weather; for time spent together enjoying the days before
winter; for laughter and love:
We thank you, O God.

C:

For living life knowing that we are forgiven; for striving to make our lives a time
of thanksgiving for your blessings; for friends to build us up and family to support
us:
We thank you, O God.

P:
C:

Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good.
God’s love is everlasting.
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LORD’S PRAYER
c:
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.

Magnificent, Marvelous, Matchless Love

CW 577
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Text and tune: © Common Hymnal Publishing/10000 Fathers, admin. IntegratedRights.com. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 711841
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PRAYER
P:

C:

Lord, keep at the forefront of our minds that all the blessings we receive come
from your hand. Be with us as we leave church to go out into the world with
praise in our hearts and thanksgiving on our lips for all that you do for both our
bodies and souls.
Amen.

BLESSING
P:
Brothers and sisters, go in peace. Live in harmony with one another. Serve the
Lord with gladness.
The LORD bless you and keep you.
The LORD make His face shine on you
and be gracious to you.
The LORD look on you with favor and (†) give you peace.
C:

Amen.

Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow

Text: Thomas Ken, 1637–1711
Tune: Trente quatre Pseaumes de David, Geneva, 1551, ed. Louis Bourgeois
Text and tune: Public domain
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CW 617

Please join us for a pie and ice cream social following the evening
service in Beatrice!

I know what it is to be in need, and I know what it is to
have plenty. I have learned the secret of being content in
any and every situation, whether well fed or hungry,
whether living in plenty or in want. 13 I can do everything
through him who gives me strength.
-Philippians 4:12,13
12
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WELS CHRISTIAN AID AND RELIEF
Each Thanksgiving we enter God’s house
to give him thanks and praise for his many
blessings to us. He gives us daily bread in
abundance—all we need for body and life.
He gives us the Bread of Life, Jesus Christ,
who fills our souls with the peace of
forgiveness and the hope of heaven. Of
course, we don’t just give thanks for these
blessings in public worship. We give thanks
through our actions as we love and serve
our neighbors. One way to show such love
is by helping those who are struggling with
various physical, emotional, and spiritual
needs. With your faithful participation and
generous support, WELS Christian Aid and
Relief assists those in need in three ways:
By offering relief for those impacted
by natural disasters, by supporting
humanitarian aid projects in our WELS
mission fields both at home and abroad,
and by assisting WELS members who are
dealing with extreme medical or financial
challenges. Your special gifts provide
critical assistance to people who are
suffering and result in many opportunities
to share the precious gospel of our Savior.

We thank you and we thank God for you!
Christian Aid and Relief grant
totals for fiscal year 21-22:
$1,105,476
GRANT SUMMARY
Disaster relief: $306,125 was utilized
for disaster relief. Most recently we have
provided disaster relief for those impacted
by the Waukesha Parade tragedy,
Kentucky tornados, Hurricane Ida, and the
war in Ukraine.
Humanitarian aid: $509,107 helped to
provide basic needs for people all over
the world. Home missions receiving
humanitarian aid grants include mission
congregations in Canada, Nevada,
Colorado, Washington, Florida, and Texas.
World mission fields in Africa, Asia, and
Europe also received assistance.
Personal grants: $290,244 was used to
fund personal grants given through our
congregations to assist people going
through a health or financial crisis.

WELS Christian Aid and Relief • daniel.sims@wels.net • 414-256-3204
N16W23377 Stone Ridge Drive • Waukesha, WI 53188-1108
To learn more, visit wels.net/relief and fb.com/WELSChristianAidandRelief.
If a need arises for humanitarian aid or disaster relief in your area,
19 Rev. Daniel Sims.
please contact director

If you would like more information about St. Paul’s or Christ Lutheran Church, feel free to speak
with Pastor Fred Berger (pastorberger@gmail.com; call/text 402-239-4509) or Pastor Justin
Dauck (justin.dauck@gmail.com; call/text 402-806-9082) after the service or anytime during the
week! If you think you might be interested in joining the St. Paul’s or Christ Lutheran church
family, either pastor would be more than happy to take you through some Bible studies at
whatever time or location is most convenient for you to learn more about what we teach.
If you would like more information about St. Paul’s Lutheran School, feel free to speak with Mr.
Andrew Danner! (danner@stpaulsplymouth.org; call/text 402-433-5349). He would love to give
you a tour of the school and answer any questions you might have about the excellent Christcentered education we offer students of our church and community.

Please contact us! We would love to serve you!
Church Office 402-656-3003
School Office 402-656-4465
Pastor Fred Berger 402-239-4509
Pastor Justin Dauck 402-806-9082
Church Secretary Mrs. Deb Wells 402-853-2035
Mrs. Tracie Hueske (Preschool) 402-230-0607
Mrs. Kim Frey (K-1) 402-841-3099
Mrs. Rachel Schroeder (2-3) 402-239-1206
Mrs. Beckie Bekemeyer (4-5) 402-239-7667
Mrs. Heather Malchow (Principal Release) 402-613-3241
Mrs. Cari Schroeder (Music Coordinator) 402-239-9054
Principal Andrew Danner (6-8) 402-433-5349

St. Paul’s Lutheran Church and School

In an ever-changing world, St. Paul’s Evangelical Lutheran Church exists to build Christ’s
kingdom in people’s hearts with the un-changing Gospel of Jesus Christ.

106 East Highway 4
Plymouth, NE 68424
402-656-3003
www.stpaulsplymouth.org

Christ Lutheran Church

We preach Christ crucified and risen for SALVATION!

223 North 8th Street
Beatrice, NE 68310
402-223-4250
www.christbeatrice.com
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