St. Paul’s Plymouth
January 13, 2019 – First Sunday after Epiphany
Divine Service I
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Welcome
THANK YOU for joining us for worship today!
We pray that your spiritual life will be nourished through Word and Sacrament.
 If you desire, there is a nursery in the back on the west side of the church, but please know
that your children are ALWAYS welcome in our service no matter how much noise they
make. We’re happy to have them hear the Word and join us praising God with their voices!
 Before you leave, please sign the guest register. It is located on the top of the stairs in the
church entryway.
 Please talk to one of the Elders (seated in the back of the church) if you have questions
about the service or the congregation.
 Large print service folders are available. Please speak to one of the Elders if this would be
of assistance to you.
 Our Sunday morning service can be heard on KWBE 1450AM (94.7FM) and viewed live and
archived at www.stpaulsplymouth.org. Please share this information with those who are
not able to attend worship.
 Prayers before Worship can be found in Christian Worship – A Lutheran Hymnal, pages 1011.

Broadcast Sponsor
Our broadcast this morning is sponsored in loving memory of Bob Kapke by his wife, Bev,
and their family. Bob entered eternal life January 10, 2009.

Focus for Our Worship
Today, we continue in the season of Epiphany. At the waters of the Jordan River, we see
Jesus being revealed as the promised Messiah. The Christ begins His public ministry on His
journey to the cross. That journey ends with our sins forgiven and our deaths conquered—
all promises which are dispensed at the waters of our baptisms and are ours through faith.
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(Divine Service I - Christian Worship Supplement p. 15)
INVOCATION
M: In the name of the Father and of the Son % and of the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen.
CONFESSION OF SINS, KYRIE, HOLY ABSOLUTION
M: Beloved in the Lord: let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins to God our
Father, asking Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness.
c: Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful and that I have disobeyed
You in my thoughts, words, and actions. I have done what is evil and failed to do what is
good. For this I deserve Your punishment both now and in eternity. But I am truly sorry for
my sins, and trusting in my Savior Jesus Christ, I pray: Lord, have mercy on me, a sinner.
LORD, HAVE MERCY

M: God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has given His only Son to be the
atoning sacrifice for our sins. Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by His authority, I
forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son % and of the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen.
PRAYER AND PRAISE
M: In the peace of this forgiveness, let us praise the Lord.
GLORY TO GOD
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PRAYER OF THE DAY
M: Father in heaven, at the baptism of Jesus in the River Jordan You proclaimed Him Your
beloved Son and anointed Him with the Holy Spirit. Keep us who are baptized into Christ
faithful in our calling as Your children and make us heirs with Him of everlasting life;
through Your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever
C: Amen.
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FIRST LESSON — Isaiah 49:1-6
Isaiah prophecies the coming of the Messiah. At the baptism of Jesus, we see the Father’s
approval that this Jesus of Nazareth is that promised Messiah. Although the Messiah’s work
often appeared empty and unsuccessful (just think of the Garden of Gethsemane as one of His
own apostles was leading the band of soldiers to arrest him), the Lord announces that this
Messiah would bring salvation to the ends of the earth.
Listen to me, you islands; hear this, you distant nations: Before I was born the LORD called me;
from my birth he has made mention of my name. 2He made my mouth like a sharpened sword,
in the shadow of his hand he hid me; he made me into a polished arrow and concealed me in his
quiver. 3He said to me, “You are my servant, Israel, in whom I will display my splendor.” 4But I
said, “I have labored to no purpose; I have spent my strength in vain and for nothing. Yet what is
due me is in the LORD’s hand, and my reward is with my God.” 5And now the LORD says— he who
formed me in the womb to be his servant to bring Jacob back to him and gather Israel to
himself, for I am honored in the eyes of the LORD and my God has been my strength— 6he says:
“It is too small a thing for you to be my servant to restore the tribes of Jacob and bring back
those of Israel I have kept. I will also make you a light for the Gentiles, that you may bring my
salvation to the ends of the earth.”
SECOND LESSON — Acts 16:25-34
Sermon Text
25
About midnight Paul and Silas were praying and singing hymns to God, and the other prisoners
were listening to them. 26 Suddenly there was such a violent earthquake that the foundations of
the prison were shaken. At once all the prison doors flew open, and everybody’s chains came
loose. 27 The jailer woke up, and when he saw the prison doors open, he drew his sword and was
about to kill himself because he thought the prisoners had escaped. 28 But Paul shouted, “Don’t
harm yourself! We are all here!”
29
The jailer called for lights, rushed in and fell trembling before Paul and Silas. 30 He then
brought them out and asked, “Sirs, what must I do to be saved?”
31
They replied, “Believe in the Lord Jesus, and you will be saved—you and your household.” 32
Then they spoke the word of the Lord to him and to all the others in his house. 33 At that hour of
the night the jailer took them and washed their wounds; then immediately he and all his family
were baptized. 34 The jailer brought them into his house and set a meal before them; he was
filled with joy because he had come to believe in God—he and his whole family.
VERSE OF THE DAY — Alleluia. You are my Son, whom I love; with you I am well pleased.
Alleluia. (Mark 1:11b)
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HOLY GOSPEL — Mark 1:4-11
M: The Gospel according to St. Mark, chapter 1:

The Son began His public ministry at the waters of the Jordan as the Spirit descended and the
Father spoke.
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And so John came, baptizing in the desert
region and preaching a baptism of
repentance for the forgiveness of sins. 5 The
whole Judean countryside and all the people
of Jerusalem went out to him. Confessing
their sins, they were baptized by him in the
Jordan River. 6 John wore clothing made of
camel’s hair, with a leather belt around his
waist, and he ate locusts and wild honey. 7
And this was his message: “After me will
come one more powerful than I, the thongs
of whose sandals I am not worthy to stoop
down and untie. 8 I baptize you with water,
but he will baptize you with the Holy Spirit.”
9
At that time Jesus came from Nazareth in
Galilee and was baptized by John in the
Jordan. 10 As Jesus was coming up out of the
water, he saw heaven being torn open and
the Spirit descending on him like a dove. 11
And a voice came from heaven: “You are my
Son, whom I love; with you I am well
pleased.”
M: The Gospel of the Lord!
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NICENE CREED
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is,
seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one being with the Father.
Through Him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation, He came down from heaven,
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary,
and became fully human.
For our sake He was crucified under Pontius Pilate.
He suffered death and was buried.
On the third day He rose again in accordance with the Scriptures.
He ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and His kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit,
the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who in unity with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead
and the life of the world to come. Amen.
HYMN OF THE DAY “Christ, Your Footprints Through the Desert” CWS 709 (page 9)
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SERMON — Acts 16:25-34

It’s the most important question. What’s your answer?
After the sermon, the congregation stands and sings:

OFFERING
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
LORD’S PRAYER
c Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be
done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever
and ever. Amen.
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THE SACRAMENT
M: The Lord be with you.
C: And also with you.
M: Lift up your hearts.
C: We lift them up to the Lord.
M: Let us give thanks to the Lord, our God.
C: It is good and right so to do.
M: It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in all places give You thanks, O Lord,
holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lived among
us as a human being and revealed His glory as Your only Son, full of grace and truth.
Therefore, with all the saints on earth and hosts of heaven, we praise Your holy name and
join their glorious song:
HOLY, HOLY, HOLY
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WORDS OF INSTITUTION
M: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night He was betrayed, took bread; and when He had given
thanks, He broke it and gave it to His disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is My % body,
which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of Me.”
Then He took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of you;
this is My % blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for the forgiveness of
sins. Do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of Me.”
M: The peace of the Lord be with you always.
C: Amen.
O CHRIST, LAMB OF GOD
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CLOSE COMMUNION We ask that only those who have previously spoken to our pastor or are
members in good standing of this or another WELS or ELS congregation come to Holy
Communion today. Our practice of Close Communion (which has been the practice of the
Christian Church throughout the ages) is in no way trying to judge anyone’s faith. What we are
trying to do is follow the Bible’s clear teaching (I Corinthians 11) to first study God’s Word
together. As we do so, we can
share with/review with you what
the Lord’s Supper is all about. You,
then, also have an opportunity to
examine what we believe and teach
before you come to the Lord’s
Supper here at St. Paul’s and make
a public profession that you agree
with what we teach.
If you have any questions about this
or would like to commune at St.
Paul’s in the future, please talk to
Pastor Berger. He would love to sit
down with you on your timetable
and at your convenience and talk
about these important matters.
PRAYER BEFORE COMMUNION
Lord, I am not worthy to be a guest at Your holy table. But You are a friend of sinners, and You
will not cast me out. This bread is Your body, which bore my sins upon the tree. This wine is
Your blood, which purifies me from all guilt. At Your invitation, I come rejoicing. Receive me,
my Savior. Amen.
DISTRIBUTION HYMNS
“To Jordan’s River Came Our Lord” CW 89
“All Who Believe and Are Baptized” CW 299
“O Lord, We Praise You” CW 317
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
Thank You, Lord Jesus Christ, for nourishing me in this sacrament with Your body and blood.
You have given me forgiveness, life, and salvation. Let me always remain in You as a branch
remains in the vine. Send me out in the power of Your Spirit to live and work to Your praise and
glory. Amen.
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SONG OF SIMEON

M O give thanks to the Lord, for He is good.
C: And His mercy endures forever.
M: O God the Father, source of all goodness, in Your loving kindness You sent Your Son to share
our humanity. We thank You that through Him You have given us pardon and peace in this
sacrament. We also pray that You will not forsake us but will rule our hearts and minds by
Your Holy Spirit so that we willingly serve You day after day, through Jesus Christ, our Lord,
who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C: Amen.
M: The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and % give you peace.
C: Amen.
Closing Hymn “Amazing Grace – How Sweet the Sound” CW 379
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NOTES AND NEWS
Pastor Fred Berger
C-402-239-4509 O-402-656-3003
pastorberger@gmail.com

Principal Andrew Danner
C-402-433-5349 O-402-656-4465
danner@stpaulsplymouth.org

Organist: Rachel Schroeder
Teen Usher: Colton Jantzen
Greeters: Steve & Stacey Freese
Childcare: Beckie Bekemeyer, Sue Likens
Broadcast Announcers: Brett Scheiding, Ethan Paxton

BIRTHDAYS AND ANNIVERSARIES
Today – Patty Collins, Ethan Paxton Wednesday – Coen Hummel
Thursday – Taryn Gronemeyer, Tom Hueske Friday – Samantha Hueske
Saturday – Vickie Christ, Lacey Person Sunday – Marge Schmidt, Doug Weishahn

LET US ENCOURAGE ONE ANOTHER (HEBREWS 10:25)
197 were present to receive God’s grace in worship last Sunday.
47 computers logged on for the live broadcast.
111 were present to learn God’s Word in Bible Study: Sunday School-44; Bible Class-56;
Growing in Hope BIC-5 Ladies Aid-6
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This Week, By God’s Grace (January 13th – January 20th)
Today

Mon.-Fri.
Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday
Saturday
Sunday

Sunday School, Bible Class, BIC
Worship-Communion
Mrs. Briney Call Comparison
New Member Welcome
Teen Ushers Meeting
Evangelism Committee Meeting
Auction Tickets Available in Fellowship Room
Private Baptism – Harrison Lee Reinke
MAP Testing Week at School
Faculty Meeting
Gardenside Devotion
Basketball Practice
Faculty Devotion
LES Catechism
Home Basketball Games vs. St. Paul’s, Utica
School Chapel
Basketball Practice
PSI Class
Faculty Devotion
LES Catechism
Away Basketball Games in York
DMB Meeting – Wichita
Junior Choir
LEGO League (Gr. 2-4 – 10:00am-Noon)
(Gr. 5-8 – 9:00am-Noon)
Sunday School, Bible Class, BIC
Worship
(Childcare: Elaine Burger, Karen Schroeder)
(Greeters: Stan and Mary Hueske)
Annual Meeting
Chili Cook-off/Cornhole Tournament
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9:00am
10:00am
11:10am
11:15am
11:30am
11:30am
1:00pm
7:15am
10:00am
3:45-5:30pm
7:15am
8:30am
4:15am
8:30am
3:45-5:30pm
6:00-7:30pm
7:15am
8:30am
4:00pm
7:00pm
3:50-4:15pm

9:00am
10:00am

1:00pm
4:00pm

In Our Prayers
 Wayne Schroeder – we are thankful he was released from Beatrice Community
Hospital last Sunday.
 Elaine Schroeder – Elaine (Wayne’s wife) was diagnosed with breast cancer and
will be having surgery on Friday, January 18th at Beatrice Community Hospital.
 Heidi Warnke – we are thankful she was released from Bryan East on
Wednesday, January 9th.
 Jeanette Schroeder – she was brought to Bryan East on Sunday, January 6th.
After being diagnosed with arthritis, she was released on Wednesday, January
9th.
 LaVon Wasserman – we are thankful she had a successful knee replacement
surgery on Tuesday, January 8th at Beatrice Community Hospital.
 Dick Drews – he was brought to Bryan East on Monday, January 7th for tests. We
are thankful he was released on Thursday, January 10th.
Chili Cook-off/Corn Hole Tournament—Please mark your calendars
for this community event sponsored by St. Paul’s Evangelism
Committee on Sunday, January 20th at 4 PM at the Plymouth
Community Center. If you would like to enter a chili into the contest,
please place your name on the sign-up sheet on the table in the front
entryway.
Past Chili Cook-Off Winners
2015 – Tracie Hueske
2012 – Wes Schroeder
2016 – Neil Bekemeyer
2013 – Stan Hilgendorf
2017 – Neil Bekemeyer
2014 – NO CONTEST
2018 – Neil Bekemeyer

Past Cornhole Tournament Winners
2017 – Joni Schwab and Andrew Weidel
2018 – Sandy Scheele and Mark Wells
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Men’s Retreat—Please mark your calendars for our first annual men’s retreat taking
place on the evening of Friday, February 8th through the afternoon of Saturday,
February 9th one mile east of Clatonia at Marcia Bergmeyer’s cabin. Come after supper
at 6:30pm and stay through Saturday afternoon. This will be a great time of fellowship,
bonding, and discussing God’s Word. All you will need to bring is your sleeping bag,
pillow, warm clothes/boots, toiletries. There are 4 beds and a large couch available for
those who aren’t able to sleep on the floor. All snacks, beverages, breakfast, and coffee
will be provided. We will also have plenty of ice fishing equipment, but bring your own
if you have some. If there is sufficient ice, we’d like to catch our Saturday lunch!
Forward In Christ Magazine—We will once again be ordering a bundle subscription to
Forward in Christ, our synod magazine. The cost is $11.50 for each subscription and the
deadline to order is February 3rd. Please contact the church office to renew your
subscription or to place a new subscription. This is an excellent monthly magazine filled
with Christ-centered articles from pastors, teachers, and members from throughout our
synod.
Aluminum Can Drive—There will be an enclosed trailer on the north
side of the church along the school basketball court for the PTO
Aluminum Can Drive from February 9th-28th. Please put any
aluminum you’d like to donate in that trailer. Thank you!
Welcome to our church family—Today after worship we welcome the Krueger family,
Daryl Workman, Lance Bice, Jill Freese, and Ernie McBride to our church family. Please
see the insert in the bulletin with short write ups about our brothers and sisters in
Christ.
Men’s Choir—A men’s choir is being formed for WELS high school to WELS adults to sing
on Sunday, February 10th. Please see the blue insert in the bulletin today for more
information. There is a blue sign up sheet on the back table.
Annual Reports—The 2018 Annual Report was sent out this past week. If you did not
receive an electronic copy or a hard copy in your church mailbox, please contact the
church office.
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Thank You—We recently received the following thank you notes:
Dear Members of St. Paul’s,
Thank you for thinking of me this holiday season with all the nice Christmas cards.
Also, thank you to Pastor Frank for all the visits, the Ladies Aid for the bag of goodies,
and the St. Paul’s School children for coming and caroling. I enjoyed everything.
Bernetta Huneke
Dear Members of St. Paul’s,
I would like to thank you for the many cards I have received during the Christmas
season, visits from members of the church, and the gift from the Ladies’ Aid. Thank you
for the nice welcome in the church family. God’s blessings to you all!
Ernie McBride
Dear Members of St. Paul’s,
Thank you very much for all the Christmas cards with good wishes for my health
and well-being. I am thankful I can join in our church services each week on our TV. It
makes me feel like I am sitting in my favorite pew. What a great asset for us shut-ins.
Bill Jurgens
Dear Members of St. Paul’s,
Thank you so much for your continued support as I study for the full-time ministry.
I really appreciate all of your kind words, prayers, and financial support. It really means
a lot. Thank you,
Grant Freese
Nominations for the Annual Voter’s Meeting on January 20th
o
Elder: Wendell Gronemeyer, Nick Schroeder
o
Board of Ed (1 year to complete Tom Worster’s position): Brian Scheele
o
Board of Ed: Ethan Schroeder, Don Wurm
o
Chairman: Neil Bekemeyer, Steve Freese
o
Trustee: Mark Wells, Daryl Workman
o
Financial Secretary: Eric Bekemeyer, Rick Gerlach, Dustin Gronemeyer
o
Stewardship: Preston Gronemeyer, Tim Likens
o
Endowment Committee: David Schmidt, Wes Schroeder
o
Cemetery Committee: Daryl Bergmeier, John Vossler, Lonnie Weichel
o
Auditor: Dean Milius, Brian Weishahn
o
Delegates: Brian Burger, Brian Scheele, Wes Schroeder, Calvin Weichel
o
NELHS Delegates: Craig Scheele, Wes Schroeder, Mark Wells
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If you would like more information about St. Paul’s Lutheran Church, feel free to speak
with Pastor Fred Berger after the service or anytime during the week! (call/text 402239-4509; email pastorberger@gmail.com) If you think you might be interested in
joining the St. Paul’s church family, Pastor would be more than happy to take you
through some Bible studies at whatever time or location is most convenient for you to
learn more about what we teach.
If you would like more information about St. Paul’s Lutheran School, feel free to speak
with Mr. Andrew Danner! (call/text 402-433-5349; email danner@stpaulsplymouth.org)
He would love to give you a tour of the school and answer any questions you might
have about the excellent Christ-centered education we offer students of our church and
community.

Please contact us! We would love to serve you!
Church Office 402-656-3003
School Office 402-656-4465
Pastor Fred Berger 402-239-4509
Church Secretary Mrs. Deb Wells 402-853-2035
Mrs. Tracie Hueske (Preschool/Principal Release Teacher) 402-230-0607
Mrs. Becky Briney (K-1) 269-358-2998
Mrs. Rachel Schroeder (2-3) 402-239-1206
Mrs. Beckie Bekemeyer (4-5) 402-239-7667
Principal Andrew Danner (6-8) 402-433-5349

St. Paul’s Lutheran Church and School

In an ever-changing world, St. Paul’s Evangelical Lutheran Church exists to build Christ’s kingdom in
people’s hearts with the un-changing Gospel of Jesus Christ.

106 East Highway 4
Plymouth, NE 68424
402-656-3003
www.stpaulsplymouth.org
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