Welcome to St. Paul’s on this Joyous Easter Morning!
April 16th, 2017 – 10AM – The Festival of the Resurrection of our Lord
Theme of the Day
Thank you for being with us today to celebrate the Resurrection of our Lord. Today is the highest
festival in the church year because on this day we rejoice that Jesus Christ rose from the dead to be
our Savior. After suffering for the sins of the whole world on Good Friday, He came out of the tomb
to announce His victory over sin, death, and the devil. For thousands of years, Christians have
remembered this victory by greeting each other with the Easter greeting: “Christ is risen! He is risen
indeed! Alleluia!”
Welcome to Our Guests
We consider it a privilege to worship the living Lord with you this morning. If you have any
questions regarding our Sunday services, weekly programs, Lutheran elementary school, or
preschool, please speak with Pastor Berger or call the church office (402-656-3003). You can also
find a wealth of information at our website: www.stpaulsplymouth.org or find us on Facebook
www.facebook.com/stpaulsplymouth. Our guestbook is in the church entryway. Please come again
and worship with us very soon!
Our Facilities
Our restrooms are located in the church basement. Kids’ activity bags are located on the west side
of the church entryway. The members of St. Paul’s are used to having little ones with us in
worship—we love to hear them praising God with their voices no matter how much noise they
make! If you do find the need to step out for a moment, there is a nursery in the back of the church
and there is also an additional nursery in the church basement (our service can also be viewed and
heard through the television downstairs). If you need anything during the service, please feel free
to ask any of the church elders who are seated on the bench in the back of the church.
Sunday School and Bible Class
Our congregation offers Sunday school for all ages on Sunday mornings from 9-9:45 am. Children
meet in the school, and adults have class in the fellowship room attached to the church. Also,
Pastor Berger regularly offers a course called “Growing in Hope” which discusses many of the
teachings of the Christian faith (currently we are meeting on Tuesdays from 7-8pm…come
whenever you can make it!) This class can serve as a review or, also, as an informational
opportunity for those interested in joining the St. Paul’s church family. Besides group classes,
individual classes are also available anytime and anywhere that fits with your schedule. Please call
(402-656-3003), email (pastorberger@gmail.com) or text pastor (402-239-4509) for more
information.
Paschal Candle
During the Easter season, the Paschal Candle which accompanies the font is lit signifying the risen
Christ as the Light of the world.

RINGING OF BELLS AND EASTER WELCOME
P
Christ is risen!
C:
He is risen indeed! Alleluia!1
P

We heard His words, “It is finished.” Today, we see the proof that our sins have been paid
for and death has been conquered. On this most joyous of days, let us raise our voices to
our risen and living Savior!

Opening Hymn CW 157 “Jesus Christ Is Risen Today” (please stand for the final stanza)
st. 1 -All; st. 2-Men; st. 3-Women; st. 4-All

All
Men
Women
All (Stand)

1

This is known as the Paschal Greeting, one of the oldest and most wide-spread traditions in the Christian
church. Throughout the weeks of the Easter Season, whenever the minister says to the people, “Christ is
risen!” the congregation responds, loudly and boldly, “He is risen indeed! Alleluia!”
2
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C

P
c

P

C

INVOCATION
In the name of the Father and of the Son  and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
Upon the hill called Calvary the cross now stands empty. Morning light breaks upon the open
tomb. As we come before our God and King, let us confess our sins.
Lord God, I humbly come before You. I confess that I am sinful in thought, word, and deed.
I daily fail to do what You command, and daily do what You forbid. Lord, I am sorry for my
sins. I believe that for the sake of my Lord Jesus Christ, You will have mercy on me.
Upon this your sincere confession, by Christ’s command and authority, I assure you that all
your sins are forgiven. The vacant cross and the empty grave are God’s signs to you that He
has accepted the sacrifice of His one and only Son.
You are declared “not guilty.” Your sins have been taken away! Christ suffered the
punishment of hell in your place and won heaven for you. Whoever believes this simple truth
of Scripture has eternal life.
Alleluia! Amen.

3

EASTER DIALOGUE OF VICTORY
P
C:

Christ is risen!
He is risen indeed! Alleluia!

P

Let us rejoice and give thanks to God for the victory our Lord Jesus Christ won by His death
and resurrection. It is for us that He has triumphed.
Christ is risen! Alleluia!

C
P
C

Christ died for all, that those who live should no longer live for themselves but for Him who
died for them and was raised again.
2 Corinthians 5:15
Thanks be to God! He gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ.
1 Corinthians 15:57

P
C

If anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; the old has gone, the new has come! 2 Corinthians
Thanks be to God! He gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ.
5:17

P
C

For God, who created light to shine out of darkness, made His light shine in our hearts to give
us the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Christ.
2 Corinthians 4:6
Thanks be to God! He gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ.

P
C

For you were once darkness, but now you are light in the Lord.
Thanks be to God! He gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ.

P

If we live, we live to the Lord; and if we die, we die to the Lord. So, whether we live or die, we
belong to the Lord.
Romans 14:8
Thanks be to God! He gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ.

C
P
C
P
C

Ephesians 5:8

We were therefore buried with Him through baptism into death in order that, just as Christ
was raised from the dead through the glory of the Father, we too may live a new life. Romans
Thanks be to God! He gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ.
6:4
Death has been swallowed up in victory. Where, O death, is your victory? Where, O death, is
your sting?
1 Corinthians 15:54-55
Thanks be to God! He gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ. Alleluia!2

2

Easter marks the return of the most joyous word in the Church’s vocabulary: Alleluia! It means “Praise the LORD!” At
the beginning of Lent the Church put that word away. Our worship was more muted and solemn as we focused on
Christ’s suffering and death. Now that Christ is risen, the Alleluias return!
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P

SONG OF PRAISE
In the peace of the forgiveness that is ours through our risen Lord, let us sing:
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P

C

PRAYER OF THE DAY
Almighty God, by the glorious resurrection of Your Son Jesus Christ You conquered death
and opened the gate to eternal life. Grant that we, who have been raised with Him through
baptism, may walk in the newness of life and ever rejoice as we look forward to sharing in
His glory for all eternity; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

Please Be Seated

WORD OF GOD
First Lesson—Job 19:23-27 “Oh, that my words were recorded, that they were written on a scroll,
24
that they were inscribed with an iron tool on lead, or engraved in rock forever! 25I know that my
Redeemer lives, and that in the end He will stand upon the earth. 26And after my skin has been
destroyed, yet in my flesh I will see God; 27I myself will see Him with my own eyes—I, and not
another. How my heart yearns within me!
23
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Choir Anthem “This Is the Feast”
Text: Revelation 5:12-13 music by Peter R. Hallock adapted by John W. Arthur (1922—1980)
Hymn Tune: Raymond
i
c

Refrain
Refrain

(Refrain)

i

c
i

c
i

c
i

c
i

c

Worthy is Christ, the Lamb who was slain, whose blood set us free to be people of God.
Refrain
Power, riches, wisd.om, and strength, and honor, blessing, and glory are his.
Refrain
Sing with all the people of God, and join in the hymn of all creation:
Refrain
Blessing, honor, glory, and might be to God and the Lamb forever. Amen.
Refrain
For the Lamb who was slain has begun his reign. Alleluia!
Refrain

Copyright 1987 by IONIAN ARTS, INC.
P.O. Box 259 • Mercer Island, WA 98040-0259
International Copyright Secured All Rights Reserved
Permission is granted by the publisher to copy this page for congregational use.
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Second Lesson—I Corinthians 15:3-23
3
For what I received I passed on to you as of first importance: that Christ died for our sins
according to the Scriptures, 4 that he was buried, that he was raised on the third day according to
the Scriptures, 5 and that he appeared to Peter, and then to the Twelve. 6 After that, he appeared to
more than five hundred of the brothers at the same time, most of whom are still living, though
some have fallen asleep. 7 Then he appeared to James, then to all the apostles, 8 and last of all he
appeared to me also, as to one abnormally born.
9
For I am the least of the apostles and do not even deserve to be called an apostle, because I
persecuted the church of God. 10 But by the grace of God I am what I am, and his grace to me was
not without effect. No, I worked harder than all of them—yet not I, but the grace of God that was
with me. 11 Whether, then, it was I or they, this is what we preach, and this is what you believed.
12
But if it is preached that Christ has been raised from the dead, how can some of you say that
there is no resurrection of the dead? 13 If there is no resurrection of the dead, then not even Christ
has been raised. 14 And if Christ has not been raised, our preaching is useless and so is your faith. 15
More than that, we are then found to be false witnesses about God, for we have testified about
God that he raised Christ from the dead. But he did not raise him if in fact the dead are not raised.
16
For if the dead are not raised, then Christ has not been raised either. 17 And if Christ has not been
raised, your faith is futile; you are still in your sins. 18 Then those also who have fallen asleep in
Christ are lost. 19 If only for this life we have hope in Christ, we are to be pitied more than all men.
20
But Christ has indeed been raised from the dead, the firstfruits of those who have fallen
asleep. 21 For since death came through a man, the resurrection of the dead comes also through a
man. 22 For as in Adam all die, so in Christ all will be made alive. 23 But each in his own turn: Christ,
the firstfruits; then, when he comes, those who belong to him.

8

Verse of the Day
Alleluia! He was delivered over to death because of our sins and was raised to life because of our
justification. Alleluia! (Romans 4:25)

P

Please stand for the reading of the gospel.

Holy Gospel—Matthew 28:1-10
P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, Chapter 28.
C Glory be to You, O Lord!
After the Sabbath, at dawn on the first day of the week, Mary Magdalene and the other Mary
went to look at the tomb.
2
There was a violent earthquake, for an angel of the Lord came down from heaven and, going to
the tomb, rolled back the stone and sat on it. 3 His appearance was like lightning, and his clothes
were white as snow. 4 The guards were so afraid of him that they shook and became like dead men.
5
The angel said to the women, “Do not be afraid, for I know that you are looking for Jesus, who
was crucified. 6 He is not here; he has risen, just as he said. Come and see the place where he lay. 7
Then go quickly and tell his disciples: ‘He has risen from the dead and is going ahead of you into
Galilee. There you will see him.’ Now I have told you.”
8
So the women hurried away from the tomb, afraid yet filled with joy, and ran to tell his disciples.
9
Suddenly Jesus met them. “Greetings,” he said. They came to him, clasped his feet and worshiped
him. 10 Then Jesus said to them, “Do not be afraid. Go and tell My brothers to go to Galilee; there
they will see me.”

9

P
C

The Gospel of the Lord!
God be praised for His Good News!

P
C

The One who died is risen indeed!
Because Jesus lives, we also will live! Alleluia!

Please Be Seated

HYMN OF THE DAY CW 152 “I Know that My Redeemer Lives”

SERMON—Job 19:23-27—My Redeemer LIVES!
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APOSTLES’ CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
maker of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended into hell.
The third day He rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty.
From there He will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy Christian Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.
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Offering Our members have joined together in faith and love to do the Lord's work in this congregation, community,
and around the world. Guests need not feel obligated to participate in this offering which supports our ministry.
Please Stand

C

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
Heavenly Father, God of grace, You have brought us into a new and living hope by the
resurrection of Jesus from the dead.
Christ is risen!

P
C

For as in Adam all died, so in Christ all will be made alive.
He is risen indeed!

P

We marvel at the love You showed by Your willingness to sacrifice Your Son to pay for our
sins; we bow down in adoration at Your mighty power, which raised Him from the dead.
We praise You for sending the true Life and Light into the world.

P

C
P
C
P
C
P

Lord Jesus, God of grace, You have filled our hearts with resurrection joy by Your victory over
sin, death, and the grave.
You have conquered the darkness and given us comfort and hope.
With the Church of every age, we offer You unending praise, for You have crushed Satan's
head and have removed our guilt.
You are risen!

C

Dear Savior, we who are weary and burdened come to You for rest, knowing that because of
Your perfect redemption there is now no condemnation for us.
You are risen indeed!

P
C

Take away our doubts and fears, and daily renew in us the joy of our salvation.
Alleluia!

P
C

Holy Spirit, God of grace, You have called us by the gospel and brought us to saving faith in
our risen Lord.
We glorify You for opening our eyes to see the light of life.

P
C

Keep us with Jesus Christ in the one true faith.
He is risen!

P

As we journey through life, make us yearn for the day when You will give eternal life to us
and all believers in Christ.
He is risen indeed!

C
P

Work through us as we proclaim the saving message of the crucified and risen Jesus near and
far, so that many others may hear Your call, obtain the salvation that is in Christ Jesus, and
join us before the throne of our God and of the Lamb.
C Alleluia! For our Lord God Almighty reigns. Alleluia! Amen.
Please Be Seated
12

HYMN CW 143 – “He’s Risen, He’s Risen”
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P

C

P

THE LORD’S PRAYER
Hear us, O Father, for the sake of Him who is the firstborn of the dead and is now alive
forevermore, Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord. It is in His name that we bring this and every
prayer to You, just as He taught as recorded in Matthew chapter 6:
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done
on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us
from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.

C

Now may the glorious Father, who by His power raised our Lord Jesus Christ from the dead,
give you the Spirit of wisdom to know the hope to which He has called you. And may He
preserve you in body, soul, and spirit until our own resurrection on the day of Christ Jesus.
Let all God’s people say, “AMEN!”
AMEN!

P
C

Christ is Risen!
HE IS RISEN INDEED! Alleluia!

Choir Anthem “I Will Rise” – Giglio, Tomlin, Maher, & Reeves/arr. by Mary McDonald

14

P

C

P

CLOSING PRAYER
Grant, O Lord, that the lips which have sung Your praises may continue to glorify You in the
world; that the ears which have heard You speak may be always open to Your Word; that the
tongues which have confessed Your name may always speak the truth without fear; that all of
us who have worshiped together today may be united in true love for each other as You have
loved us, through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord.
Amen.
BLESSING
St. Paul encourages: “Where, O death, is your victory? Where, O death, is your sting? The
sting of death is sin, and the power of sin is the law. But thanks be to God! He gives us the
victory through our Lord Jesus Christ. Therefore, my dear brothers, stand firm. Let nothing
move you. Always give yourselves fully to the work of the Lord, because you know that your
labor in the Lord is not in vain.”

C

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ  and the love of God and the fellowship of the Holy
Spirit be with you all.
Amen!

P
C

Christ is Risen!
HE IS RISEN INDEED! Alleluia!

P

CLOSING HYMN CWS 752 “In Christ Alone”
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The following was printed under CCLI License #3240029: Hymn 752 “In Christ Alone” from Christian Worship Supplement,
©2002 Thankyou Music (admin. By EMI CMG Publishing). Text, Tune and setting by Keith Getty & Stuart Townend.

The following are in the public domain:
Hymn 143 “He’s Risen, He’s Risen”
Hymn 157 “Jesus Christ Is Risen Today”
Hymn 341 “Crown Him with Many Crowns”
Hymn 152 “I Know that My Redeemer Lives”

Serving Among Us This Morning
Organist – Joan Hummel
Adult Choir Director – Cari Schroeder
Broadcast Announcers – Don Wurm, Barry Weichel
Broadcast Sponsor – Our broadcast this morning is sponsored in loving memory of Duane and Lois Schroeder
by their family and friends.
Teen Usher – Noah Worster
Greeters – Brian & Elaine Burger
Lilies – The following shared Easter Lilies for our services this morning: Gayle Bekemeyer, Steph Berger,
Becky Briney, Vickie Christ, Judy Frank, Barb Freese, Mary Hueske, Jeanette Schroeder,
St. Paul’s Ladies Aid, LaVon Wasserman, Joanne Weichel, Susie Weichel
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www.stpaulsplymouth.org
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If you would like more information about St. Paul’s Lutheran Church, feel free to speak with Pastor Fred Berger
after the service or anytime during the week! (call/text 402-239-4509; email pastorberger@gmail.com) If you think
you might be interested in joining the St. Paul’s church family, Pastor would be more than happy to take you
through some Bible studies at whatever time or location is most convenient for you to learn more about what we
teach.
If you would like more information about St. Paul’s Lutheran School, feel free to speak with Mr. Andrew Danner!
(call/text 402-433-5349; email danner@stpaulsplymouth.org) He would love to give you a tour of the school and
answer any questions you might have about the excellent Christ-centered education we offer students of our
church and community.

St. Paul’s Lutheran Church and School
In an ever-changing world, St. Paul’s Evangelical Lutheran Church exists to build Christ’s kingdom in
people’s hearts with the un-changing Gospel of Jesus Christ.

106 East Highway 4
Plymouth, NE 68424
402-656-3003
www.stpaulsplymouth.org
19

NOTES AND NEWS
Pastor Fred Berger
C-402-239-4509 O-402-656-3003
pastorberger@gmail.com

Principal Andrew Danner
C-402-433-5349 O-402-656-4465
danner@stpaulsplymouth.org

Organist: Ann Freese/Joan Hummel
Teen Usher: Noah Worster
Greeters: Dallas & Vickie Christ/Brian & Elaine Burger
Broadcast Announcers: Don Wurm, Barry Weichel
Today

Monday
Tuesday

Wednesday
Thursday

Friday
Sunday

This Week, By God’s Grace (April 16th-23rd)
Sunrise Worship Service (Greeters: Dallas & Vickie)
Easter Breakfast
Easter Festival Worship (Greeters: Brian & Elaine Burger)
Easter Break – No School
Faculty Meeting
School Chapel – Pastor Hillmann
LES Catechism Class
Growing in Hope BIC
Public School Instruction Class
Church Cleaning (Last Names A-M)
Faculty Devotion
LES Catechism Class
Pastor Leads Chapel at NELHS
Ladies Aid
Church Cleaning (Last Names A-M)
Church Cleaning (Last Names A-M)
Sunday School, Bible Class
Worship
(Greeters: Ethan & Rachel Schroeder)
(Childcare: Annie Hummel, Deb Weichel)
Quarterly Meeting
Youth Group

7:00am
8:00-9:30am
10:00am
7:15am
8:30am
8:50am
7:00-8:00pm
6:00-7:30pm
2:00-5:00pm
7:15am
8:30am
10:00am
2:30pm
2:00-7:00pm
3:00-7:00pm
9:00am
10:00am

11:00am
4:00-6:00pm

BIRTHDAYS AND ANNIVERSARIES
Monday – Elizabeth Meyer Tuesday – Andrea Bice, Shirley Imes, Wendi Strein
Thursday – Susie Weichel Friday – Weston Warnke, M/M Rich Newhouse
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Quarterly Reports – You should have received your quarterly report either in your church mailbox today or
electronically last week. If you did not, please let Deb know. The quarterly meeting will be held next Sunday,
April 23rd, following our worship service.
Facebook – Are you on Facebook? If so, “follow” and “like” our church page: St. Paul’s Ev. Lutheran Church,
Plymouth, Nebraska. Also, please “share” the various event fliers that we post on that page. This is an easy
and effective way to tell everyone about the great things that are going on at our church and school.
Growing in Hope Bible Information Class – Our “Growing in Hope” Bible Information Class continues this
week with Lesson 7. The class runs from 7PM-8PM each Tuesday. If you would like to know more about
what our church teaches or are considering joining our church family or would just like a review of the basic
teachings of the Christian faith, this class is for you! All materials will be provided. It is not too late to join us!!
Youth Group - Mark your calendar – April 23rd – 4-6 p.m.
WELS Commission on Evangelism – St. Mark (WELS) in Lincoln is hosting a one day workshop through the
WELS Commission on Evangelism on Saturday, June 10, called “Telling the Next Generation: Utilizing Our
Schools for Outreach.” Our church is signed up to attend, which means as many as are interested are
welcome and encouraged to attend.
WELS Worship Conference – The WELS National Worship Conference will be held June 13-16 in Kenosha, WI.
The congregation has set aside some money for reimbursement for anyone who would like to attend. Find
out more information and register online at wels.net/serving-you/christian-life/worship/national-worshipconference/
Spring Church Cleaning – The annual spring cleaning (cleaning those areas that are not done on a weekly
basis) of our church building is coming up next week, April 19-21 (please note that it is next week, not this
week). All those whose last names begin with the letters A-M are asked to come and clean at one of the
scheduled times. In this group, we really need some younger workers since many of our long-time cleaners
have attained an age that makes it difficult for them to help. We have tried to accommodate everyone. For
those who work outside of the home, we have later hours on Thursday and Friday; and there are afternoon
hours if that works better for you. Please look at the sign-up sheet on the table in the narthex and indicate
when you will come. There is also a place to sign up at the bottom of the sheet if none of the designated
times work for you. Cleaning supplies are provided. Contact Judy at 656-3055 if you have any questions.
Thank you for your help!
LWMS Rally – Our circuit’s spring LWMS Rally will be held at Christ Lutheran in Grand Island on Saturday,
April 29th. A presentation entitled “Mission to the Children in Mexico” will be given by Ruth Schaller. There is
a sign-up sheet on the table in the front entrance for those planning to attend.
Thank You – We recently received the following thank you note:
Dear members of St. Paul's,
I have been blessed greatly by my time here at NELHS. My church family has been a help both
financially and spiritually. I will forever be grateful for all the support all of you have given me.
God bless, Chloe Herman
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