St. Paul’s Plymouth
September 9th, 2018 – Trinity 15
Service of Word and Sacrament

1

Welcome
THANK YOU for joining us for worship today!
We pray that your spiritual life will be nourished through Word and Sacrament.
 If you desire, there is a nursery in the back on the west side of the church, but please know
that your children are ALWAYS welcome in our service no matter how much noise they
make. We’re happy to have them hear the Word and join us praising God with their voices!
 Before you leave, please sign the guest register. It is located on the top of the stairs in the
church entryway.
 Please talk to one of the Elders (seated in the back of the church) if you have questions
about the service or the congregation.
 Large print service folders are available. Please speak to one of the Elders if this would be
of assistance to you.
 Our Sunday morning service can be heard on KWBE 1450AM (94.7FM) and viewed live and
archived at www.stpaulsplymouth.org. Please share this information with those who are
not able to attend worship.
 Prayers before Worship can be found in Christian Worship – A Lutheran Hymnal, pages 1011.

Broadcast Sponsor
Our broadcast this morning is sponsored in loving memory of Mr. Lester Bekemeyer by his
children, Glenn & Pat Bekemeyer and Greg & Gayle Bekemeyer, and their families. Lester
entered eternal life on September 11, 1982.

Focus for Our Worship
The general theme of the season of Holy Trinity is “Life in the Church of the Triune God.”
The general theme of Sundays 12-18 after the Festival of the Holy Trinity is “Seven Fruits of
Christian Faith.” Specifically, on this Sunday of the Widow’s Son, the focus will be on
“Perseverance in Glorifying God.”
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SERVICE OF WORD AND SACRAMENT – CHRISTIAN WORSHIP – page 26
OPENING HYMN “Just As I Am, without One Plea” (CW 397)
Please stand
M The grace of our Lord % Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be
with you.
C And also with you.
CONFESSION OF SINS and HOLY ABSOLUTION
M God invites us to come into His presence and worship Him with humble and penitent hearts.
Therefore, let us acknowledge our sinfulness and ask Him to forgive us.
c Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful and that I have disobeyed You in
my thoughts, words, and actions. I have done what is evil and failed to do what is good. For
this I deserve Your punishment both now and in eternity. But I am truly sorry for my sins, and
trusting in my Savior Jesus Christ, I pray: Lord, have mercy on me, a sinner.
M God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has given His only Son to be the atoning
sacrifice for our sins. Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by His authority, I forgive you all
your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son % and of the Holy Spirit.
C Amen.
LORD, HAVE MERCY
M For all that we need in life and for the wisdom to use all Your gifts with gratitude and joy, hear
our prayer, O Lord.

M For the steadfast assurance that nothing can separate us from Your love and for the courage to
stand firm against the assaults of Satan and every evil, hear our prayer, O Christ.

M For the well-being of Your holy Church in all the world and for those who offer here their
worship and praise, hear our prayer, O Lord.
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M Merciful God, maker and preserver of life, uphold us by Your power and keep us in Your tender
care:

M: The works of the Lord are great and glorious; His name is worthy of praise.
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PRAYER OF THE DAY
M O Lord, we pray that You continue to preserve us in the true faith as You shower us with grace
through Word and Sacrament, which alone can enable and empower us to glorify You in word
and deed; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and forever.

FIRST LESSON — Job 1:1-3, 13-21
In response to the tragedies which suddenly befall Job, his saving faith in the promised Messiah
enables him in the midst of his grief to persevere in glorifying the One True God.
In the land of Uz there lived a man whose name was Job. This man was blameless and upright; he
feared God and shunned evil. 2 He had seven sons and three daughters, 3 and he owned seven
thousand sheep, three thousand camels, five hundred yoke of oxen and five hundred donkeys, and
had a large number of servants. He was the greatest man among all the people of the East.
13 One day when Job’s sons and daughters were feasting and drinking wine at the oldest brother’s
house, 14 a messenger came to Job and said, “The oxen were plowing and the donkeys were grazing
nearby, 15 and the Sabeans attacked and carried them off. They put the servants to the sword, and I
am the only one who has escaped to tell you!”
16 While he was still speaking, another messenger came and said, “The fire of God fell from the sky
and burned up the sheep and the servants, and I am the only one who has escaped to tell you!”
17 While he was still speaking, another messenger came and said, “The Chaldeans formed three
raiding parties and swept down on your camels and carried them off. They put the servants to the
sword, and I am the only one who has escaped to tell you!”
18
While he was still speaking, yet another messenger came and said, “Your sons and daughters
were feasting and drinking wine at the oldest brother’s house, 19 when suddenly a mighty wind
swept in from the desert and struck the four corners of the house. It collapsed on them and they are
dead, and I am the only one who has escaped to tell you!”
20 At this, Job got up and tore his robe and shaved his head. Then he fell to the ground in worship 21
and said:
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“Naked I came from my mother’s womb, and naked I will depart. The LORD gave and the LORD has
taken away; may the name of the LORD be praised.”
SECOND LESSON — Ephesians 3:13-21
The Apostle Paul urges us to persevere in saving faith as we “grasp how wide and long and high and
deep is the love of Christ.” This love leads us to not be discouraged in our sufferings, but to give glory
to the One who is “able to do immeasurably more than all we ask or imagine.”
13
I ask you, therefore, not to be discouraged because of my sufferings for you, which are your
glory.
14
For this reason I kneel before the Father, 15 from whom his whole family in heaven and on earth
derives its name. 16 I pray that out of his glorious riches he may strengthen you with power through
his Spirit in your inner being, 17 so that Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith. And I pray that
you, being rooted and established in love, 18 may have power, together with all the saints, to grasp
how wide and long and high and deep is the love of Christ, 19 and to know this love that surpasses
knowledge—that you may be filled to the measure of all the fullness of God.
20 Now to him who is able to do immeasurably more than all we ask or imagine, according to his
power that is at work within us, 21 to him be glory in the church and in Christ Jesus throughout all
generations, for ever and ever! Amen.
VERSE OF DAY — 2 Corinthians 12:8-10
M Alleluia. Three times I pleaded with the Lord to take it away from me. But he said to me,
“My grace is sufficient for you, for my power is made perfect in weakness.” Therefore I will
boast all the more gladly about my weaknesses, so that Christ’s power may rest on me. That
is why, for Christ’s sake, I delight in weaknesses, in insults, in hardships, in persecutions, in
difficulties. For when I am weak, then I am strong. Alleluia!
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HOLY GOSPEL — Luke 7:11-17
Sermon Text
11
Soon afterward, Jesus went to a town called Nain, and his disciples and a large crowd went along
with him. 12 As he approached the town gate, a dead person was being carried out—the only son of
his mother, and she was a widow. And a large crowd from the town was with her. 13 When the Lord
saw her, his heart went out to her and he said, “Don’t cry.”
14
Then he went up and touched the coffin, and those carrying it stood still. He said, “Young man, I
say to you, get up!” 15 The dead man sat up and began to talk, and Jesus gave him back to his mother.
16
They were all filled with awe and praised God. “A great prophet has appeared among us,” they
said. “God has come to help his people.” 17 This news about Jesus spread throughout Judea and the
surrounding country.
M This is the Gospel of the Lord!

HYMN OF THE DAY “What a Friend We Have in Jesus” (CW 411)
SERMON — Luke 7:11-17 — God Has Come to Help His People!
NICENE CREED
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is,
seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one being with
the Father. Through Him all things were made. For us and for our salvation, He came down from
heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary, and became fully human. For our
sake He was crucified under Pontius Pilate. He suffered death and was buried. On the third day He
rose again in accordance with the Scriptures. He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right
hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and His kingdom
will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the
Son, who in unity with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, who has spoken through
the prophets. We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one
baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead and the life of the
world to come. Amen.
OFFERING
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
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LORD’S PRAYER
c Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.

THE SACRAMENT
M The Lord be with you.

M Lift up your hearts.

M Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

M Praise to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! In love He has blessed us with every
spiritual blessing. He sends the Holy Spirit to testify that we are His children and to strengthen us
when we are weak. Now have come the salvation and the power and the kingdom of our God
and the authority of His Christ. To Him who sits on the throne and to the Lamb be praise and
thanks and honor and glory for ever and ever.
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WORDS OF INSTITUTION
M Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night He was betrayed, took bread; and when He had given thanks,
He broke it and gave it to His disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is My + body, which is given
for you. Do this in remembrance of Me.”
Then He took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of you; this is
My + blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for the forgiveness of sins. Do this,
whenever you drink it, in remembrance of Me.”
The peace of the Lord be with you always.
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LAMB OF GOD

CLOSE COMMUNION We ask that only those who have previously spoken to our pastor or are
members in good standing of this or another WELS or ELS congregation come to Holy Communion
today. Our practice of Close Communion (which has been the practice of the Christian Church
throughout the ages) is in no way trying to judge anyone’s faith. What we are trying to do is follow
the Bible’s clear teaching (I Corinthians 11) to first study God’s Word together. As we do so, we can
share with/review with you what the Lord’s Supper is all about. You, then, also have an opportunity
to examine what we believe and teach before you come to the Lord’s Supper here at St. Paul’s and
make a public profession that you agree with what we teach.
If you have any questions about this or would like to commune at St. Paul’s in the future, please talk
to the pastor after worship this morning. He would love to sit down with you on your timetable and
at your convenience and talk about these important matters.
DISTRIBUTION OF THE LORD’S SUPPER
PRAYER BEFORE COMMUNION
Lord, I am not worthy to be a guest at Your holy table. But You are a friend of sinners, and You will
not cast me out. This bread is Your body, which bore my sins upon the tree. This wine is Your blood,
which purifies me from all guilt. At Your invitation, I come rejoicing. Receive me, my Savior. Amen.
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DISTRIBUTION HYMNS:
“Take and Eat” (CWS 741) – see page 19 of the service folder
“Jesus Christ, Our Blessed Savior” (CW 313)
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
Thank You, Lord Jesus Christ, for nourishing me in this sacrament with Your body and blood. You
have given me forgiveness, life, and salvation. Let me always remain in You as a branch remains in
the vine. Send me out in the power of Your Spirit to live and work to Your praise and glory. Amen.
THANKSGIVING

M Hear the prayer of Your people, O Lord, that the lips which have praised You here may glorify
You in the world, that the eyes which have seen the coming of Your Son may long for His coming
again, and that all who have received in His true body and blood the pledge of Your forgiveness
may be restored to live a new and holy life, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns
with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
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M Brothers and sisters, go in peace. Live in harmony with one another. Serve the Lord with
gladness.
The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and + give you peace.

CLOSING HYMN “Jerusalem the Golden” (CWS 728) – see page 20 of the service folder

NOTES AND NEWS
Pastor Fred Berger
C-402-239-4509 O-402-656-3003
pastorberger@gmail.com

Principal Andrew Danner
C-402-433-5349 O-402-656-4465
danner@stpaulsplymouth.org

Organist: Ann Freese
Teen Usher: Nick Scheele
Greeters: Ryan & Dawn Meyer
Broadcast Announcers: Brett Scheiding, Ethan Paxton
BIRTHDAYS AND ANNIVERSARIES
Today – Jason Busch, Anthony Zimmerman
Monday – Tanner Benash, Aubrey Schroeder, M/M Eugene Busch
Tuesday – Ryan Schroeder, Erica Wiedel
Wednesday – Doyle Kerwood, Beau Kloppenborg,
Friday – Diane Weishahn, M/M Neal Freese
Saturday – Emmalyn Birkett
Sunday – Gina Schroeder, Tara Weishahn
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This Week, By God’s Grace (September 9th – September 16th)
Today
Monday
Tuesday
Tues.- Wed.
Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Saturday
Sunday

Sun. - Wed.

Worship with Communion
First Quarter Sunday School Teachers’ Meeting
Faculty Meeting
VB Practice (A and B Teams)
Faculty Devotion
Faculty Meeting
DMB Training in Milwaukee
VB Practice (A Team)
NO PSI Class
Adult Choir
Faculty Devotion
LES Catechism
Home VB Games (B/A Teams)
School Chapel
School Grandparents Day
Early Dismissal at School
Branches Band Concert – at Church
Sunday School, Bible Class!!!
Worship (Sunday School Teachers’ Installation)
Meeting for Organists/Pianists
(Greeters: Pastor & Mary Nitz)
(Childcare: Joann Kerwood, Stacey Freese)
Pastor at Seminary for Symposium/Mentor Training

10:00am
11:15am
7:15am
3:30-5:30pm
7:15am
3:30-5:30pm
3:30-5:30pm
7:00pm
7:15am
8:30am
4:15/5:00pm
8:30am
12:30pm
6:00pm
9:00am
10:00am
11:00am

Upcoming Dates to Remember
September 15th – Branches Band Concert at 6PM at church (see insert); September 16th –
Sunday School and Bible Class resume!; September 23rd – St. Paul’s Golf Outing
In Our Prayers – Edwin Schneider was hospitalized this week at Beatrice Community Hospital.
WELS Marriage Enrichment – Routine maintenance pays off. You change oil in your car to keep
it running longer. Give your marriage the attention it needs to flourish and run all the way to
the end. Let an upcoming WELS Marriage Enrichment and Get-Away Weekend help you. Spend
the weekend growing closer to your Savior and each other at the DoubleTree by Hilton,
Breckenridge, Colorado, October 5-7, 2018. Visit www.wels.net/marriage-enrichment.
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Sunday School and Bible Class—Sunday school & Bible classes will resume next Sunday,
September 16. There is a class for everyone! PreK-8 will be meeting over at school, and teens
and adults will be meeting at church. There is also childcare available in the church basement for
those too young for Sunday school. This year in Bible class, we are going to be working through
Luther’s Small Catechism. This will be an excellent 45-minute review and study for people of all
ages and all levels of Bible knowledge. Please sign up on the back table and join us to hear,
learn, and grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord.
St. Paul’s Golf Outing – The 9th annual St. Paul’s Golf Outing will be held at Hidden Acres in
Beatrice on Sunday, September 23rd. All golfers and skill levels are welcome. There
will be two classes – the “Fun and Fellowship” class and the “Competitive” class.
The cost to play (including a cart) is $20 per person. There is a registration sheet
available on the table in the front entrance of church. There is also a sign-up sheet
for anyone willing to sponsor a hole ($50). Hole sponsor contributions will go toward St. Paul’s
Tuition assistance. After the golf outing, everyone is invited to Dallas and Vickie Christ’s shed for
supper!
Conquerors Through Christ – The men and women of the Conquerors Through Christ team are
members of a subcommittee under the Commission on Special Ministries, Wisconsin Evangelical
Lutheran Synod (WELS). They are pursuing this fight against internet pornography because they
have seen the devastation it wreaks on the families and individuals in our churches and realize
the danger to souls. They want to equip as many as possible to fight this battle with the proper
motivation and preparation. If you know of someone who might be struggling in this way, make
sure to check out their website which is full of resources to help www.conquerorsthroughchrist.net
NELHS Fall Auction – It's time again to consider donations for the Fall Auction at NELHS. We're
trying to finish paying off the dorm roof, so we want this to be a great auction. Please consider
giving a donation. We would like donations as soon as possible so they can be entered and
everyone can preview them on the website. The more publicity, the more we can raise to help
support the great work NELHS is doing. New, unique items seem to do the best, including home
baked goods. The Auction is Oct. 14, along with a kiddie carnival, unique lunch made by our
international students, fall concert, and much more. Join us for the day and bring your friends!!
LWMS Central Plains Circuit Rally – This Lutheran Women’s Missionary Society (LWMS) Rally
will be held on Saturday, October 6, 2018 at St. Mark Lutheran Church (WELS) in Lincoln (3930
South 19th Street). Registration will take place from 9-10AM. Pastor Tim Kemnitz from Mt. Olive
Lutheran Church (WELS) will share a presentation entitled “Go and Teach – Mission Work
Today.” For more information, please see the purple insert in today’s bulletin.
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Sign up for C18 – One-million souls. That is the goal. To share the gospel with one-million souls
prior to and on Christmas Eve. That goal is part of WELS Congregational Services’ C18 program.
The only way to achieve that goal is for all WELS members, young and old, to embrace the
privilege and responsibility of sharing Christ with unchurched friends, relatives, and neighbors. A
simple way to do that—invite them to come with your family to your congregation’s Christmas
Eve worship service. A recent survey found that 80% of unchurched adults would seriously
consider accepting an invitation, extended by a friend, to attend a Christmas Eve service. C18
walks you through this process step-by-step. For more information and to sign up to receive free
weekly materials and encouragement, go to welscongregationalservices.net/c18. More
information can be found on the green insert in today’s bulletin.

Church Council Meeting Highlights from Thursday August 30
The opening devotion was given by Pastor Berger on Acts 21:1-20
The Secretary’s minutes from the June 28th and July 29th meeting were approved as presented.
Treasurer’s Report: Stan Hueske reported the following balances:
Home Fund Balance
$-40,233.13
Missions (submitted)
Building Fund Balance
NELHS Operating (submitted)
NELHS Debt Retirement (submitted)
Memorial Fund Balance

$21,168.57
$-202.01
$10,250.00
$6,905.00
$18,155.00

Elders:
➢ A motion was made, seconded and passed to transfer Amy Wemhoff (nee Schroeder) to
St. Mark (WELS) Lincoln, NE.
Board of Education:
➢ A new copy machine will be leased at school. The old one was 7 years old.
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➢ Current enrollment stands at 61 Students.
➢ There are currently 15 Students riding the bus back and forth to Beatrice.
➢ The Board of Education is working on a list of items for next year’s silent auction.
Trustees:
➢ The driveway has been repaired at the teacherage.
➢ The rain gutters on both houses were cleaned last week. It was reported that the
gutters are in need of repair in the near future.
➢ The old vacuum has been repaired.
➢ The A/C units for the Church Offices will need to be replaced in the near future. It’s also
recommended to match the thermostats to the one in the Sanctuary.
➢ The carpets in the front entrance and in the aisles are in need of cleaning.
➢ The carpet in the addition is 27 years old and probably needs to be considered for
replacement in the future.
Stewardship Report:
➢ A New Member Welcome will be planned when a few more Bible Instruction Classes are
completed.
NELHS Report:
➢ Pastor Kevin Stellick from Hong Kong has accepted the Call to be Campus Pastor. He
probably will not arrive until December.
➢ The Biographies of several new Teachers were in the bulletin recently.
➢ The Silent Auction will be October 14th. Proceeds will go towards repairs on the dorm
roof.
Pastor Berger’s Report:
➢ The Smith/Wells Wedding is Saturday, September 1st.
➢ Branches Band will perform here September 15th at 6:00 p. m.
➢ Bible Class and Sunday School starts September 16th. So far 95 have signed up for Adult
Bible Class.
➢ There are a number of Bible Information Classes about to wrap up.
➢ The golf outing is set for September 23rd. There is still plenty of room for participants.
➢ Pastor also reported on plans by the District Mission Board for Mission Churches in
Joplin MO, and Blair NE. Training will be September 11-12.
➢ Pastor Berger will have a Mentor Meeting with Pastor Mount on September 5th, and
Symposium/Training at our Seminary September 16-19.
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➢ John Nispel passed away. Pastor Berger will give a devotion at the Funeral Home on
Wednesday, as he heard a profession of faith from John in the hospital on Friday,
August 24th.
Other Business:
➢ A motion was made and seconded to grant burial rights for John Nispel at our cemetery.
Motion carried.
➢ A discussion was held on the honorarium gifted to our Guest Speakers. A motion was
made and seconded to increase our honorarium to $250.00 plus mileage. Motion carried.
➢ Chairman Burger will be putting together a Committee to study our options for Health
Insurance for our Called Workers. The Committee will meet in September and will try to
have recommendations by the next Council meeting.
➢ Next Council meeting is set for Thursday, October 4 at 8:00 p. m.
The meeting closed with a prayer by Pastor Berger.
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St. Paul’s 9th Annual

Sunday—September 23rd
Hidden Acres in Beatrice
Registration at 12:30PM
Golf at 1:00PM
Meal to follow in Plymouth at Dallas Christ’s Shed
Cost: $20 payable to “St. Paul’s Church Office”
All Golfers and Skill Levels Welcome!
Fun and Fellowship Class (back nine)
or
Competitive Class (front nine)

Please Call Church Office (656-3003) to sign
18
up as an individual or
as a team of four!
REGISTRATION DEADLINE IS SEPT. 16!

Reprinted under CCLI License #3240029.
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Reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-711841.
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FREE CONCERT
Sat Sep 15th • 6:00pm
St. Paul’s Lutheran Church
106 E Hwy 4, Plymouth, NE • (402) 656-3003

Branches Band exists to serve Christ through our music. Members of the band
Andy Braun (guitar, vocals, and harmonica) and Rachel Braun (vocals, small
percussion, and piano) travel all over the country with this ministry playing hymns
and original songs based on scripture to edify worship services, add fun to
church functions, help with VBS, and so much more! For more information visit:

www.branchesband.com
www.facebook.com/branchesband
CDs and other merchandise will be available afterwards.
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Nebraska Central Plains Circuit Fall Rally
At St. Marks -- Lincoln
3930 South 19th Street
Saturday, October 6, 2018
Registration: 9:00-10:00

Reporters meet 9:45

“GO AND TEACH – Mission Work Today”
SPEAKER: Pastor Timothy Kemnitz from Mt. Olive, Lincoln, goes for
weeks at a time to Russia to train national pastors and church workers on
their native soil.
Send mite box donations to Delores Meyer, 5863 West I-80 Access Rd.,
Alda, NE 68810, by Oct. 1st.
(Pill bottles are not currently needed)
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Sign up for C18 at
welscongregationalservices.net/c18
1,000,000. It is a big number. Yet, that is the goal—to share the gospel with one-million
souls prior to and on Christmas Eve 2018. The only way to reach that goal for the army
of saints that is the WELS to work together. Each member, young and old, needs to
embrace the privilege and responsibility of sharing Christ with unchurched friends,
relatives, and neighbors.
A simple way to do that—invite them to come with you to your congregation’s Christmas
Eve worship service. Christmas Eve has surpassed Easter as the worship service that
unchurched individuals are most likely to attend. A recent survey found that 80% of
unchurched adults would seriously consider accepting an invitation, extended by a friend,
to attend a Christmas Eve service.
C18 (short for “Christmas 2018”) is a program produced by WELS Congregational
Services to help our churches and members undertake this effort. When you sign up at
welscongregationalservices.net/c18, you will receive weekly updates, resources, and
encouragement to help you in your effort to share the good news of the Christ child.
Christmas will be here before you know it. Sign up now!

WHOM

WILL YOU
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R E A C H?

