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Welcome 
 

 
 

 

 If you desire, there is a nursery in the back on the west side of the church, but please know that 
your children are ALWAYS welcome in our service no matter how much noise they make. We’re 
happy to have them hear the Word and join us praising God with their voices! 
 

 Before you leave, please sign the guest register.  It is located on the top of the stairs in the 
church entryway. 

 

 Please talk to one of the Elders (seated in the back of the church) if you have questions about 
the service or the congregation. 
 

 Large print service folders are available.  Please speak to one of the Elders if this would be of 
assistance to you. 
 

 Our Sunday morning service can be heard on KWBE 1450AM (94.7FM) and viewed live and 
archived at www.stpaulsplymouth.org.  Please share this information with those who are not 
able to attend worship. 
 

 Prayers before Worship can be found in Christian Worship – A Lutheran Hymnal, pages 10-11.  

 

Broadcast Sponsor 

 

Focus for Our Worship 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
   

 

 
 

Our broadcast today is sponsored in loving memory of Duane & Lois Schroeder by their family and 
friends. Duane and Lois were married September 12, 1954, and they would have celebrated their 
65th wedding anniversary this year.  

 

 

  

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

THANK YOU for joining us for worship today! 

We pray that your spiritual life will be nourished through Word and Sacrament. 

 

During the next five weeks, we take a stroll through what is often called “The Hall of Faith” 

(Hebrews 11), looking at people, sometimes called the “Heroes of Faith” who lived during the 

centuries leading up to the coming of Christ.  From these men and women, we see what faith is 

and what faith does.  Whether looking ahead to the coming of Christ or looking back on the Christ 

who has come and will come again, all God’s people walk by faith.  Let’s walk together through 

Hebrews 11 and learn from those who walked by faith and not by sight.  Through Word and 

Sacrament, may the Spirit strengthen our faith to be sure of what we hope for and certain of what 

we do not see. 

 

http://www.stpaulsplymouth.org/
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Holy Baptism – Christian Worship – page 12 
Service of the Word– Christian Worship – page 38 

 

ST. PAUL’S SCHOOL CHOIR “Jesus” by Chris Tomlin 
 
 

Please stand 

GREETING, CONFESSION OF SINS AND HOLY ABSOLUTION 
 

M   The grace of our Lord + Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit 
 be with you. 
C   And also with you. 
 

M Our Savior Jesus Christ commanded baptism when He said: “Go and make disciples of all 
 nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.”  All of 
 us are born into this world with a deep need for baptism.  From our parents we inherit a sinful 
 nature; we are without true fear of God and true faith in God and are condemned to eternal 
 death.  But Jesus took away our sin by giving His life on the cross.  At our baptism He clothes 
 us with the robe of His righteousness and gives us a new life.  Our sinful nature need not 
 control us any longer. We recall what baptism means for our daily lives as we speak these 
 words: 
c Baptism means that the sinful nature in us should be drowned by daily sorrow and 
 repentance, and that all its evil deeds and desires be put to death.  It also means that a new 
 person should daily arise to live before God in righteousness and purity forever. 
 

M As baptized children of God we confess our sins: 
c Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful, and that I have disobeyed You 
 in my thoughts, words, and actions. I have done what is evil and failed to do what is good. 
 For this I deserve Your punishment both now and in eternity. But I am truly sorry for my sins, 
 and trusting in my Savior Jesus Christ, I pray: Lord, have mercy on me, a sinner.  
 

M God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has given His only Son to be the atoning 
 sacrifice for our sins. Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by His authority, I forgive you 
 all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son + and of the Holy Spirit.  
C   Amen. 
 

Please be seated 
 

HYMN “God’s Own Child, I Gladly Say It” (CWS 737, st. 1) 

  C ♫  God’s own child, I gladly say it: I am baptized into Christ! 
 He, because I could not pay it, Gave my full redemption price. 
 Do I need earth’s treasures many? I have one worth more than any 
 That brought me salvation free, Lasting to eternity! 
 

 Text: Erdmann Neumeister, 1671–1756; tr. Robert E. Voelker, b. 1957 © 1991. Robert E. Voelker. All rights reserved. Used by permission. 

 Reprinted with permission under One License #A-711841. All rights reserved. 
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SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM FOR OLIVIA ROSE SCHMIDT 
M In obedience to the command of our Lord and trusting in His promise, you have brought 
 Olivia to be baptized.  Jesus told us, “Let the little children come to Me and do not hinder 
 them, for the kingdom of God belongs to such as these.”  It is in baptism that God grants the 
 new life of  forgiveness, joy, and peace to little children. By the power of God’s Word, this 
 gracious water of life washes away sin, delivers from death and the devil, and gives eternal 
 salvation to all who believe. 
 

M  Receive the sign of the cross on the head + and heart + to mark you as a redeemed child of 
 Christ. 
 

M Olivia Rose Schmidt, I baptize you in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy 
 Spirit. The Almighty God—Father, Son, and Holy Spirit—has forgiven all your sins.  By your 
 baptism, you are born again and made a dear child of your Father in heaven.  May God 
 strengthen you to live in your baptismal grace all the days of your life.  Peace be with you. 
  
EXHORTATION 
M  Brothers and Sisters in Christ: 

 Our Lord commands that we teach His precious truths to all who are baptized.  Christian love 
 therefore urges all of us, especially parents and witnesses, to assist in whatever manner 
 possible so that Olivia may remain a child of God until death.  If you are willing to accept this 
responsibility, then answer:  Yes, as God gives me strength. 

C Yes, as God gives me strength. 
 
M Let us pray: Merciful Father in heaven, we thank You for the blessing of baptism by which You 

offer and grant the forgiveness of sins, life, and salvation.  Help us each to look back on our 
baptism and remember the white robe of righteousness You adorned us with as You made us 
Your children.  Look with special favor on Olivia and grant her a rich measure of Your Spirit 
that she may grow in faith and godly living.  Make us willing to carry out our responsibilities as 
parents, witnesses, friends, and family so that one day all of us will finally come to the blessed 
joys of heaven, through Jesus our Lord. 

 C Amen. 
 
HYMN “God’s Own Child, I Gladly Say It” (CWS 737, st.5) 

  C ♫  There is nothing worth comparing To this lifelong comfort sure!  

   Open-eyed my grave is staring: Even there I’ll sleep secure.   

   Though my flesh awaits its raising, Still my soul continues praising:  

   I am baptized into Christ; I’m a child of paradise! 
 
   Text: Erdmann Neumeister, 1671–1756; tr. Robert E. Voelker, b. 1957 © 1991. Robert E. Voelker. All rights reserved. Used by permission. 

   Reprinted with permission under One License #A-711841. All rights reserved. 
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M In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord: 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
M Lord, send Your Spirit to work through Word and Sacrament to purify and renew our hearts by 
 faith.  Make us despise whatever sin the devil, the world, and our own sinful flesh tempt us with, 
 and lead us to follow Your will and find joy in our walk  with You, through Jesus Christ our Lord, 
 who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
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THE WORD 
 

FIRST LESSON – Genesis 1:1-5; Genesis 4:1-7; Genesis 5:21-24 
We read about creation, Abel, and Enoch… 
 

 In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth. 2 Now the earth was formless and 
empty, darkness was over the surface of the deep, and the Spirit of God was hovering over the 
waters.  

 3 And God said, “Let there be light,” and there was light. 4 God saw that the light was good, and 
he separated the light from the darkness. 5 God called the light “day,” and the darkness he called 
“night.” And there was evening, and there was morning—the first day. 

 
  Adam lay with his wife Eve, and she became pregnant and gave birth to Cain. She said, “With the 
help of the LORD I have brought forth a man.” 2 Later she gave birth to his brother Abel.  

Now Abel kept flocks, and Cain worked the soil. 3 In the course of time Cain brought some of the 
fruits of the soil as an offering to the LORD. 4 But Abel brought fat portions from some of the firstborn 
of his flock. The LORD looked with favor on Abel and his offering, 5 but on Cain and his offering he did 
not look with favor. So Cain was very angry, and his face was downcast.  

6 Then the LORD said to Cain, “Why are you angry? Why is your face downcast? 7 If you do what is 
right, will you not be accepted? But if you do not do what is right, sin is crouching at your door; it 
desires to have you, but you must master it.” 

 
 21 When Enoch had lived 65 years, he became the father of Methuselah. 22 And after he became 

the father of Methuselah, Enoch walked with God 300 years and had other sons and daughters.         
23 Altogether, Enoch lived 365 years. 24 Enoch walked with God; then he was no more, because God 
took him away.  
 
SECOND LESSON – Hebrews 11:1-6 
Sermon Text 
 

 Now faith is being sure of what we hope for and certain of what we do not see. 2 This is what the 
ancients were commended for.  

3 By faith we understand that the universe was formed at God’s command, so that what is seen 
was not made out of what was visible.  

4 By faith Abel offered God a better sacrifice than Cain did. By faith he was commended as a 
righteous man, when God spoke well of his offerings. And by faith he still speaks, even though he is 
dead.  

5 By faith Enoch was taken from this life, so that he did not experience death; he could not be 
found, because God had taken him away. For before he was taken, he was commended as one who 
pleased God. 6 And without faith it is impossible to please God, because anyone who comes to him 
must believe that he exists and that he rewards those who earnestly seek him. 
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VERSE OF THE DAY – Romans 10:17 
M: Alleluia! Consequently, faith comes from hearing the message, and the message is heard 
 through the word of Christ. Alleluia! 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 
HOLY GOSPEL – Luke 1:5-25 
This morning our Sunday School began working through this lesson…listen for an example of doubt 
with Zechariah and an example of faith with Elizabeth. 
 

5 In the time of Herod king of Judea there was a priest named Zechariah, who belonged to the 
priestly division of Abijah; his wife Elizabeth was also a descendant of Aaron. 6 Both of them were 
upright in the sight of God, observing all the Lord’s commandments and regulations blamelessly.         
7 But they had no children, because Elizabeth was barren; and they were both well along in years.  

8 Once when Zechariah’s division was on duty and he was serving as priest before God, 9 he was 
chosen by lot, according to the custom of the priesthood, to go into the temple of the Lord and burn 
incense. 10 And when the time for the burning of incense came, all the assembled worshipers were 
praying outside.  

11 Then an angel of the Lord appeared to him, standing at the right side of the altar of incense.    
12 When Zechariah saw him, he was startled and was gripped with fear. 13 But the angel said to him: 
“Do not be afraid, Zechariah; your prayer has been heard. Your wife Elizabeth will bear you a son, 
and you are to give him the name John. 14 He will be a joy and delight to you, and many will rejoice 
because of his birth, 15 for he will be great in the sight of the Lord. He is never to take wine or other 
fermented drink, and he will be filled with the Holy Spirit even from birth. 16 Many of the people of 
Israel will he bring back to the Lord their God. 17 And he will go on before the Lord, in the spirit and 
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power of Elijah, to turn the hearts of the fathers to their children and the disobedient to the wisdom 
of the righteous—to make ready a people prepared for the Lord.”  

18 Zechariah asked the angel, “How can I be sure of this? I am an old man and my wife is well 
along in years.”  

19 The angel answered, “I am Gabriel. I stand in the presence of God, and I have been sent to 
speak to you and to tell you this good news. 20 And now you will be silent and not able to speak until 
the day this happens, because you did not believe my words, which will come true at their proper 
time.”  

21 Meanwhile, the people were waiting for Zechariah and wondering why he stayed so long in 
the temple. 22 When he came out, he could not speak to them. They realized he had seen a vision in 
the temple, for he kept making signs to them but remained unable to speak.  

23 When his time of service was completed, he returned home. 24 After this his wife Elizabeth 
became pregnant and for five months remained in seclusion. 25 “The Lord has done this for me,” she 
said. “In these days he has shown his favor and taken away my disgrace among the people.” 
 
M This is the Gospel of the Lord!  
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HYMN OF THE DAY “By Faith” – congregation is asked to join Mrs. Briney in singing the Hymn of the Day 

Intro Bagpipes and 4 measures 

 

 

 

 

 
4 measure break 
  

Stanza 5: 

By faith this mountain shall be moved and the pow’r of the gospel shall prevail 
For we know in Christ all things are possible for all who call upon His name. 
We will stand as children of the promise, we will fix our eyes on Him our soul’s reward, 
Till the race is finished and the work is done.  We’ll walk by faith and not by sight.   
We will stand as children of the promise, we will fix our eyes on Him our soul’s reward, 
Till the race is finished and the work is done . . .  
 

We’ll walk by faith and not by sight.   
We’ll walk by faith and not by sight. 

Go to v. 2  

Go to v. 4  
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SERMON       Hebrews 11:1-6  
God’s People Walk By Faith 

 
APOSTLES’ CREED 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth.   
 
I believe in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of 

the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. He descended 
into hell. The third day He rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven and is seated at the 
right hand of God the Father almighty. From there He will come to judge the living and the dead.  

 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness 

of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.  
 

OFFERING/CHIMES “Fairest Lord Jesus” by Lloyd Larsen 
 
INSTALLATION OF SUNDAY SCHOOL TEACHERS 
 
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH  
 
LORD’S PRAYER 
c Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on 

earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we 
forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 
evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever.  Amen. 

 
HYMN “I Know My Faith Is Founded” (CW 403)        
 
CLOSING PRAYER AND BLESSING 
P Almighty God, we thank You for teaching us the things You want us to believe and do. Help us by 

Your Holy Spirit to keep Your Word in pure hearts that we may be strengthened in faith, guided 
in holiness, and comforted in life and in death, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and 
reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
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P Brothers and sisters, go in peace. Live in harmony with one another. Serve the Lord with 
gladness. 

 The LORD bless you and keep you. 
 The LORD make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
 The LORD look on you with favor and give % you peace. 

 

 
CLOSING HYMN “Speak, O Lord” (CWS 735) – found on page 20 of the service folder 
 
 

 
 

 
NEWS AND NOTES 

 
 

Pastor Fred Berger                         Principal Andrew Danner 
C-402-239-4509   O-402-656-3003                                    C-402-433-5349   O-402-656-4465 
pastorberger@gmail.com                                                                                  danner@stpaulsplymouth.org 

Preservice Music: Lindsey Zimmerman 
Organist: Ann Freese 
Teen Usher: Colton Jantzen 
Greeters: Josh & Jody Swartz 
Broadcast Announcers: Don Wurm, Barry Weichel 
 
 

 
 
 

Today – Emmalynn Birkett     Monday – Gina Schroeder, Tara Weishahn 
Tuesday – Austin Gronemeyer, Marian Wurm 

Thursday – Lynden deKoning, Martin Schroeder, M/M Bryce Horak 
Friday – Landon Bice, Tom Scheele, Eldon Wasserman  

Saturday – Patti Schwab, Amy Weichel     Sunday – M/M Doug Jiskra 
       

         
 

      BIRTHDAYS AND ANNIVERSARIES 

mailto:pastorberger@gmail.com
mailto:danner@stpaulsplymouth.org
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Pastor Fred Berger (serving the vacancy at Christ Lutheran (WELS) in Beatrice) 
Cell-402-239-4509   Office-402-656-3003                                                              pastorberger@gmail.com    
                                                   

                           
 
 

BIRTHDAYS AND ANNIVERSARIES 
Wednesday – Easton Chace     Thursday – Marlene Dorn 

Friday – M/M Dennis Wilson     Saturday – M/M Dale Pieper 
 

Organist: Janice Pieper – Beatrice 
Elder: Mike Schroeder 
Ushers: Robert Orth 
 

 
This Week, By God’s Grace (September 15th – September 22nd) 

Today 
 
 
Today – Wed. 
 
Monday 
 
 
Tuesday 

 
 
 

Wednesday 
 
Thursday 
 
 
Friday 
 
Sunday 
 
 
 
 

Worship at Christ Lutheran - Beatrice 
Worship - Installation of Sunday School Teachers 
Pastor Berger’s Call Comparison 
Pastor at Seminary – Symposium on Christian Apologetics,  

                                             Mentor Training, and DMB Chairman Training 

Faculty Meeting 
School 1st Quarter Midterm Reports Sent Home 
VBall Practice @ Community Center (A Team, No B Team) 
Faculty Devotion 
School Chapel 
Faculty Meeting 
No Christ Lutheran Catechism Class 
VBall Practice @ Community Center (A & B Teams) 
No PSI Class 
Faculty Devotion 
Women in God’s Service 
VBall Games vs. St. Paul, Utica (Home Games) 
NELHS Day (Grades 4-8) 
Vala’s Pumpkin Patch Field Trip (PreK-3) 
Worship at Christ Lutheran – Beatrice 
Sunday School and Bible Class 
Worship  
(Greeters: Logan & Megan Scheele) 
St. Paul’s Golf Outing (Registration 12:30pm)  

 7:45am 
10:00am 
11:00am 

 
 

7:15am 
 

3:30-5:30pm 
7:15am 
8:30am 
3:45pm 

 
3:30-5:30pm 

 
7:15am 
2:30pm 

4:15/5:00pm 
 
 

7:45am 
9:00am 

10:00am 
 

1:00pm 

mailto:pastorberger@gmail.com
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Save the Date 
❖ St. Paul’s Golf Outing – Sept.  22nd  
❖ NELHS Fall Silent Auction/Concert – Oct. 6th  
❖ Fall LWMS Rally - Faith, Rising City – Oct. 19th  

❖ Welcome Home Sunday – Oct. 20th  
❖ Reformation Sunday – Oct. 27th  
❖ Mission Festival – Nov. 3rd  

 
 
Prayer Updates 
 Judy Frank – she was released from the Buffet Cancer Center on Wednesday and is now 

recuperating at home. 
 Pastor Nick Mount – he returned home this week in order to regain his strength so the mass on 

his adrenal gland can be removed in the near future.  
 Adena Wollenburg – she returned home Saturday, September 7th. 

 
St. Paul’s Golf Outing – The 10th annual St. Paul’s Golf Outing will be held at Hidden Acres in 

 Beatrice on Sunday, September 22nd.  Today is the last day to sign up!! All 
golfers and skill levels are welcome.  There will be two classes – the “Fun and 
Fellowship” class and the “Competitive” class.  The cost to play (including a cart) 
is $25 per person. There is a registration sheet available on the sign-up table in 
the front entrance of church. There is also a sign-up sheet for anyone willing to 
sponsor a hole ($50).  Hole sponsor contributions will go toward St. Paul’s Tuition 

assistance. After the golf outing, all golfers and their families are invited to a free meal on the 
clubhouse deck. 
PLEASE NOTE: There will be a raffle drawing for a beatsstudio3wireless for all those who use and 
complete the round of golf without losing the original ball given out that day.  In addition, there will 
be other great flag and team prizes given out that day.  COME ENJOY THE FELLOWSHIP AND FUN!! 
 

We are planning to have a Ladies Choir sing for our Reformation Service on 
Sunday, October 27th.   There will be four Wednesday practices (Oct. 2, Oct. 9, Oct. 
16, Oct. 23 from 7-8PM).  Childcare will be available during practice times, if 
needed.  All of our WELS adult and high school age women are welcome and 

encouraged to join in using their time and talents for edifying our worship through song.   
 
Welcome to the Community—If you own a business in town or you know of a business in our area 
(big or small) and would like those who move into our community to know about it, consider 
dropping off 50 business cards or small coupons to the church office.  Pastor will put them into the 
St. Paul’s Yeti Tumblers when he stops by to welcome them to our community.  Thanks for spreading 
the word about this! 
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Box Tops – The Box Tops for Education program is changing.  You 
will no longer need to clip the coupon from participating products.  
Instead, you will just scan your receipt.  To do this you need to 
download a free app from Box Tops for Education. You must scan 
your receipt within 14 days of purchase.  Continue clipping box tops 
as long as you find them and turn them in.  If you are not able to get the app, you can bring your 
receipts to the church office or school to be scanned.  If you have any questions or want additional 
information about the change to this program, please contact Mrs. Beckie Bekemeyer. 

 
St. Paul’s Magnets—There are new magnets on the “sign up” table as you come into 
church.  Please take one for your fridge and to hand to someone you know.  We’d LOVE 
to have them join us for worship! 
 

 
Pictorial Directory—Picture dates for our next pictorial directory are scheduled for August 27-29 and 
September 15-16, 2020. If you would like to serve on a committee and use your talents to help out 
with the creative design or scheduling, please contact Pastor Berger. 
 
Tuition Assistance—We have a number of families that would benefit from tuition assistance as they 
strive to meet the monetary obligations connected with providing a Christian education for their 
child.  If you would be interested in providing support now or in the future, please contact Pastor 
Berger or Mr. Danner. 
 

The Nebraska Central Plains Circuit LWMS Fall Rally will be held 
Saturday, October 19, 2019, at Faith Lutheran in Rising City. 
Registration begins at 9:00am, the Reporters Meeting at 9:45am, and 
the rally at 10:00am. This year’s theme is “MISSIONS FOR ALL 
GENERATIONS” and the guest speaker is Dr. Abi Polzin. She’ll be 

speaking of her time in Indonesia with WELS Kingdom Workers. 
 

You are encouraged to bring your daughters, young female relatives, or a friend from church along, 
since LWMS is for all generations!  We hope to see you there. 
 

Treasurers: Please send your Mite Box Offerings by October 3rd to Delores Meyer, 5863 W 180 
Access Road, Alda, NE  68810. 
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NELHS Fall Festival / Silent Auction—The NELHS Fall Festival and Silent Auction will be held Sunday, 
October 6th. 
Scheduled events for the day are as follows: 

• 1-4PM Silent Auction 
• 4PM Concert featuring NELHS Band, Concert Choir, and KRT 
• Meal to follow the concert provided by local congregations. 

If you would like to help set up the day before or assist on the day of the auction, please contact 
Sarah Stellick at sstellick@nelhs.org.  Set up on Saturday, October 5, will run from 9AM until we are 
finished, around 1PM.  A lunch will be provided for the workers that day. If you don’t have any time 
to volunteer, consider donating a new item for the auction. Proceeds from the silent auction will be 
used to fund non-budgeted renovation of the bathrooms in the older wing of the school. It’s also a 
great time to enjoy the talents of our students as you hear the NELHS band, concert choir, and KRT 
perform.  We look forward to seeing you at the concert and auction!  
 
 
 

A PLAN TO SERVE CHRIST LUTHERAN AND THE BEATRICE COMMUNITY WITH THE GOSPEL 
Formulated by St. Paul’s elders (Craig Scheele, Dave Hummel, Gail Schroeder, Dallas Christ, Wendell Gronemeyer)  

 

Previous Timeline 
June – August 2019 – Many discussions, brainstorming, and feedback received from both congregations. 
August 19th, 2019 – The St. Paul’s elders encouraged the Christ Lutheran Church Council to call their own 
pastor and subsidize their home fund offerings with savings. 
August 22nd, 2019 – The Christ Lutheran Church Council met and decided that it was not possible for them 
to call their own pastor.  They asked St. Paul’s elders to take one more look at any way that St. Paul’s 
could continue to serve them with the Gospel. 
August 25th, 2019 – The St. Paul’s elders met after worship and put together a plan that they felt would be 
a way that St. Paul’s could be of assistance to Christ Lutheran and continue to conduct some amount (not 
to the same extent as if a congregation had its own pastor) of gospel ministry to the saints there and the 
community.  They named the plan “Preaching Station Plus+”. 
August 26th, 2019 – The Christ Lutheran Church Council Chairman spoke with his council and then with 
Craig Scheele and gave a preliminary approval to the “Preaching Station Plus+” idea. 
 

Pastoral Staff in the Past 
1990-2010 – 1.5 pastors served our congregation.  1 pastor served Christ Lutheran. 
2010-2019 – 1 pastor served our congregation.  1 pastor served Christ Lutheran. 
2019 – 1 pastor serves our congregation and serves Christ Lutheran. 
IDEA = 2020 forward – 2 pastors serve our congregation and Christ Lutheran. 
 
 
 
 

mailto:sstellick@nelhs.org
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Pastoral Service for Christ Lutheran – “Preaching Station Plus+” 
- St. Paul’s would be the “calling body.” 
- St. Paul’s elders would oversee pastors and set worship schedules – holidays (might not be Easter 

Sunday morning services or Christmas Eve Service in Beatrice, but might be Maundy Thursday in 
Beatrice instead of in Plymouth, for example). 

- St. Paul’s would have the office for the second pastor so that the two pastors could stay on the 
same page.  Both pastors would live in Plymouth and work out of Plymouth.   

- 7:45AM Sunday morning worship in Beatrice.  The two pastors switch off preaching.  If one 
pastor needs to be gone, the other pastor can still preach in Beatrice, do Bible Study in Plymouth 
at 9AM, and preach in Plymouth at 10AM.   

o This could be helpful to other local WELS churches who need a guest preacher.   
o It could be helpful for vacation Sundays.   
o It could be helpful if one of the Plymouth pastors need to travel to visit other churches 

within the district. 
o This will free up time for one of the pastors who is not responsible for planning and 

preparing for the Sunday Morning worship service (we felt as though that is 15-20 hours 
of overlapped work if both pastors would be preaching every Sunday) 

- Christ Lutheran and St. Paul’s would conduct events together (softball, golf, church picnic, youth 
group events and trips, VBS, Easter4Kids, Christmas4Kids, Ladies Aid, Choir, etc.) 

- No immediate Sunday Morning Bible Study at Christ Lutheran (unless we can livestream into 
their church or one of their elders wanted to conduct Bible Study after worship) 

- No immediate Sunday School (unless a parent would like to organize it) 
- Christ Lutheran keeps their own finances in the bank and takes care of their own property 

(electric, gas, building maintenance, mowing, snow removal, property insurance, etc.) 
- Christ Lutheran lowers the number of leaders on their church council to 3 (chairman, treasurer, 

elder/secretary/trustee) as they are not currently able to fill their positions.  Their new 
leadership team of 3 has meetings at Plymouth on the same night as the Plymouth church 
council meetings.   Christ Lutheran would meet at 6:30PM at the same time as Plymouth’s Board 
of Ed meeting.  Christ Lutheran’s 3 leaders would be welcomed to sit in on the Plymouth Council 
Meetings at 8PM in order to stay on the same page of the ministry work being accomplished.  
(Christ Lutheran will have quarterly voters’ meetings). 

- Pastors will cover all hospital calls, shut-in calls, counseling, BIC, pre-marriage, baptisms, 
funerals, weddings, etc in both locations.  For weddings and funerals the preaching will go back 
and forth (there will not be the ability to request a certain preacher…otherwise Pastor Bill will 
end up being requested for all the funerals and weddings and Pastor Seth won’t have the same 
workload). 

- Office expenses would continue to be billed from Plymouth as they are being billed during the 
vacancy.  Plymouth will continue to print all the bulletins, etc. 
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Goals 
1) Spiritual care for the precious souls of Christ Lutheran. 
2) Evangelistic zeal for the souls who live in the Beatrice Community. 
3) Filling the need for more pastoral staff to continue to accomplish current ministry opportunities at St. 
Paul’s in Plymouth and the surrounding area. 
 

Cost 
Including salary, insurance, pension, housing, conferences expenses, mileage, cell phone reimbursements, 
and other added costs, a second pastor for Plymouth would cost around $85,000 dollars.  We would ask 
that Beatrice covers $3,500 per month, and this amount can be regularly (at least yearly) revisited 
depending on if attendance and offerings increase in Beatrice.  St. Paul’s would cover the rest of what it 
costs to provide for a pastor. 
Also, Beatrice would be responsible for the one-time moving expense for the pastor and Plymouth would 
be responsible for the one-time office renovation (the initial thought is to have an office where Pastor 
Bortulin had an office in the back kitchenette area). 
 

Possible Future Timeline 
August 29th, 2019 – Elders shared idea with Church Council.  The Church Council approved the idea. 
Early September 2019 – Bulletin Announcement shares the idea with our entire church family.  Please give 
any feedback, thoughts, improvements, questions to the elders or chairman. 
Late September 2019 – Work through the proposal after worship for all congregation members to attend.  
The elders have been thinking about this weekly for the past 6 months.  They want to make sure everyone 
has an opportunity to work through the need and the proposal to fill the need as well…and want to be 
able to answer any questions anyone has about the proposal. 
Early/Mid October 2019 – Special St. Paul’s voters’ meeting to discuss and/or approve idea 
Late October/Early November 2019 – Special Christ Lutheran voters’ meeting to discuss and/or approve 
idea 
Mid November Pre-Call Meeting with our District President 
Late November Call Meeting 
Earliest Budget Impact – January 2020   
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NELHS Pantry Wish List—If you would like to contribute items for the NELHS Pantry Wish List, please see 
the list below. Items may be brought to our church office. 
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