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Welcome 
 

 
 

 

 If you desire, there is a nursery in the back on the west side of the church, but please know 
that your children are ALWAYS welcome in our service no matter how much noise they 
make. We’re happy to have them hear the Word and join us praising God with their voices! 
 

 Before you leave, please sign the guest register.  It is located on the top of the stairs in the 
church entryway. 

 

 Please talk to one of the Elders (seated in the back of the church) if you have questions 
about the service or the congregation. 
 

 Large print service folders are available.  Please speak to one of the Elders if this would be 
of assistance to you. 
 

 Our Sunday morning service can be heard on KWBE 1450AM (94.7FM) and viewed live and 
archived at www.stpaulsplymouth.org.  Please share this information with those who are 
not able to attend worship. 
 

 Prayers before Worship can be found in Christian Worship – A Lutheran Hymnal, pages 10-
11.  
 

Broadcast Sponsor 
 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

Guest Preacher 
 
 

 

 Today’s broadcast is sponsored by Leon Freese out of thankfulness to the Lord for the 
many blessings he has enjoyed throughout his life. Leon will be celebrating 90 years of 
grace on Monday, August 20th. 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

THANK YOU for joining us for worship today! 

We pray that your spiritual life will be nourished through Word and Sacrament. 
 

We extend our thanks to Pastor Kerry Kronebusch for serving as our guest preacher today. 

Pastor Kronebusch is a retired WELS pastor now serving as an active lay member at Mt. 

Olive Lutheran (WELS) in Lincoln. 

http://www.stpaulsplymouth.org/
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(Christian Worship Supplement p. 15) 
 

OPENING HYMN “I Love Your Kingdom Lord” (CW 533, stanzas 1-5) 
 

INVOCATION 
M:  In the name of the Father and of the Son % and of the Holy Spirit.  
C:   Amen. 
 

CONFESSION OF SINS, KYRIE, HOLY ABSOLUTION 
M: Beloved in the Lord: let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins to God our 

Father, asking Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness.  
c: Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful and that I have disobeyed 

You in my thoughts, words, and actions. I have done what is evil and failed to do what is 
good. For this I deserve Your punishment both now and in eternity. But I am truly sorry for 
my sins, and trusting in my Savior Jesus Christ, I pray: Lord, have mercy on me, a sinner.  

 

LORD, HAVE MERCY 

 

 
 

M: God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has given His only Son to be the 
atoning sacrifice for our sins. Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by His authority, I 
forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son % and of the Holy Spirit.  

C:  Amen. 
 

PRAYER AND PRAISE 
M:   In the peace of this forgiveness, let us praise the Lord.  
 

GLORY TO GOD 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 
M The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
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M: O Lord, Your ears are always open to the prayers of Your humble servants, who come 
 to You in Jesus’ name. Teach us always to ask according to Your will that we may never 
 fail to obtain the blessings You have promised; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, 

 who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  
C:  Amen. 
 

FIRST LESSON — Exodus 24:3-11 
3 When Moses went and told the people all the LORD’s words and laws, they responded with 

one voice, “Everything the LORD has said we will do.” 4 Moses then wrote down everything the 
LORD had said.  

He got up early the next morning and built an altar at the foot of the mountain and set up 
twelve stone pillars representing the twelve tribes of Israel. 5 Then he sent young Israelite men, 
and they offered burnt offerings and sacrificed young bulls as fellowship offerings to the LORD.    
6 Moses took half of the blood and put it in bowls, and the other half he sprinkled on the altar.    
7 Then he took the Book of the Covenant and read it to the people. They responded, “We will do 
everything the LORD has said; we will obey.”  

8 Moses then took the blood, sprinkled it on the people and said, “This is the blood of the 
covenant that the LORD has made with you in accordance with all these words.”  

9 Moses and Aaron, Nadab and Abihu, and the seventy elders of Israel went up 10 and saw 
the God of Israel. Under his feet was something like a pavement made of sapphire, clear as the 
sky itself. 11 But God did not raise his hand against these leaders of the Israelites; they saw God, 
and they ate and drank.  

 

SECOND LESSON — Ephesians 4:1-6 
As a prisoner for the Lord, then, I urge you to live a life worthy of the calling you have received.  
2 Be completely humble and gentle; be patient, bearing with one another in love. 3 Make every 
effort to keep the unity of the Spirit through the bond of peace. 4 There is one body and one 
Spirit— just as you were called to one hope when you were called— 5 one Lord, one faith, one 
baptism; 6 one God and Father of all, who is over all and through all and in all. 

 

VERSE OF THE DAY — John 6:68  
Alleluia. Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the words of eternal life. Alleluia!  
  

Please Stand 

HOLY GOSPEL — John 6:1-15 
M:  The Gospel according to St. John, chapter 6: 
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 Some time after this, Jesus crossed to the far shore of the Sea of Galilee (that is, the Sea of 
Tiberias), 2 and a great crowd of people followed him because they saw the miraculous signs he 
had performed on the sick. 3 Then Jesus went up on a mountainside and sat down with his 
disciples. 4 The Jewish Passover Feast was near.  

5 When Jesus looked up and saw a great crowd coming toward him, he said to Philip, “Where 
shall we buy bread for these people to eat?” 6 He asked this only to test him, for he already had 
in mind what he was going to do.  

7 Philip answered him, “Eight months’ wages would not buy enough bread for each one to 
have a bite!”  

8 Another of his disciples, Andrew, Simon Peter’s brother, spoke up, 9 “Here is a boy with five 
small barley loaves and two small fish, but how far will they go among so many?”  

10 Jesus said, “Have the people sit down.” There was plenty of grass in that place, and the 
men sat down, about five thousand of them. 11 Jesus then took the loaves, gave thanks, and 
distributed to those who were seated as much as they wanted. He did the same with the fish.  

12 When they had all had enough to eat, he said to his disciples, “Gather the pieces that are 
left over. Let nothing be wasted.” 13 So they gathered them and filled twelve baskets with the 
pieces of the five barley loaves left over by those who had eaten.  

14 After the people saw the miraculous sign that Jesus did, they began to say, “Surely this is 
the Prophet who is to come into the world.” 15 Jesus, knowing that they intended to come and 
make him king by force, withdrew again to a mountain by himself.  
 

M: The Gospel of the Lord: 

  
 
NICENE CREED 
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty,  
 maker of heaven and earth, 
 of all that is, 
 seen and unseen. 
    We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, 
   eternally begotten of the Father, 
  God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, 
  begotten, not made, 
  of one being with the Father.  
 Through Him all things were made.  
 For us and for our salvation, He came down from heaven, 
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  was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary,  
  and became fully human.  
 For our sake He was crucified under Pontius Pilate. 
 He suffered death and was buried.  
 On the third day He rose again in accordance with the Scriptures. 
 He ascended into heaven 
  and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
 He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
  and His kingdom will have no end. 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, 
 the Lord, the giver of life, 
 who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
 who in unity with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 
 who has spoken through the prophets.  
We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.  
We look for the resurrection of the dead 
 and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
 
HYMN OF THE DAY “The Church’s One Foundation” (CW 538, stanzas 1-3) 
 
SERMON — Ephesians 4:1-6 “Be Together – God’s Amazing New Math” 

1.  One plus One plus One plus One plus One plus One = One    2. Live as One 
 

After the sermon, the congregation sings: 
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OFFERING 
 
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
 
LORD’S PRAYER 
c Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be 
 done on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 
 trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, 
 but deliver us from evil.  For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever 
 and ever. Amen.  
 

C  N  Mid toil and tribulation and tumult of her war 
  She waits the consummation of peace forevermore 
  Till with the vision glorious her longing eyes are blest 
  And the great Church victorious shall be the Church at rest.  (CW 538, st. 5) 
 

 
THE SACRAMENT 

 
M: The Lord be with you. 
C:   And also with you. 
 
 

M:  Lift up your hearts. 
C:  We lift them up to the Lord. 
 

M:  Let us give thanks to the Lord, our God. 
C: It is good and right so to do. 
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M:  It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in all places give You thanks, O Lord, 
holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who promised 
that wherever two or three come together in His name, there He is with them to shepherd 
His flock till He comes again in glory. Therefore, with all the saints on earth and hosts of 
heaven, we praise Your holy name and join their glorious song: 

 
HOLY, HOLY, HOLY 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 
WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
M:  Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night He was betrayed, took bread; and when He had given 

thanks, He broke it and gave it to His disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is My % body, 
which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of Me.” 

 

       Then He took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of you; 
this is My % blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for the forgiveness of 
sins. Do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 
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M:  The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C:   Amen. 
 

O CHRIST, LAMB OF GOD 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
CLOSE COMMUNION We ask that only those who have previously spoken to our pastor or are 
members in good standing of this or another WELS or ELS congregation come to Holy 
Communion today.  Our practice of Close Communion (which has been the practice of the 
Christian Church throughout the ages) is in no way trying to judge anyone’s faith.  What we are 
trying to do is follow the Bible’s clear teaching (I Corinthians 11) to first study God’s Word 
together.  As we do so, we can share with/review with you what the Lord’s Supper is all about.  
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You, then, also have an opportunity to examine what we believe and teach before you come to 
the Lord’s Supper here at St. Paul’s and make a public profession that you agree with what we 
teach. 
 

If you have any questions about this or would like to commune at St. Paul’s in the future, please 
talk to Pastor Berger.  He would love to sit down with you on your timetable and at your 
convenience and talk about these important matters. 
 
PRAYER BEFORE COMMUNION 
Lord, I am not worthy to be a guest at Your holy table.  But You are a friend of sinners, and You 
will not cast me out.  This bread is Your body, which bore my sins upon the tree.  This wine is 
Your blood, which purifies me from all guilt.  At Your invitation, I come rejoicing.  Receive me, 
my Savior.  Amen. 
 
DISTRIBUTION HYMNS   

“Jesus, Priceless Treasure” (CW 349) 
“Lord Jesus Christ, You Have Prepared” (CW 312) 
 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
Thank You, Lord Jesus Christ, for nourishing me in this sacrament with Your body and blood.  
You have given me forgiveness, life, and salvation.  Let me always remain in You as a branch 
remains in the vine.  Send me out in the power of Your Spirit to live and work to Your praise and 
glory.  Amen. 
 
SONG OF SIMEON 
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M O give thanks to the Lord, for He is good.  
C: And His mercy endures forever. 
 
M: O God the Father, source of all goodness, in Your loving kindness You sent Your Son to share 

our humanity. We thank You that through Him You have given us pardon and peace in this 
sacrament. We also pray that You will not forsake us but will rule our hearts and minds by 
Your Holy Spirit so that we willingly serve You day after day, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, 
who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  

C: Amen. 
 
M: The Lord bless you and keep you.  
 The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.  
 The Lord look on you with favor and % give you peace.  
C: Amen.  
 

Closing Hymn “In Unity and Peace” (CWS 773) – see page 19 of the service folder 
 
 
 

 
 

NOTES AND NEWS 
 

Pastor Fred Berger                     Principal Andrew Danner 
C-402-239-4509   O-402-656-3003                                                  C-402-433-5349   O-402-656-4465 
pastorberger@gmail.com                                                                         danner@stpaulsplymouth.org 

Organist: Rachel Schroeder 
Teen Usher: Colton Jantzen 
Greeters: Joel & Karen Schroeder 
Broadcast Announcers: Ethan Paxton, Brett Scheiding 

mailto:pastorberger@gmail.com
mailto:danner@stpaulsplymouth.org
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BIRTHDAYS AND ANNIVERSARIES 
Today – Suzie Grummert, Ken Meints 

Monday – Matt Strein, Deb Weichel, Hayden Weishahn 
                   M/M Wade deKoning, M/M Nic Gronemeyer 

Tuesday – MacKenna Bergmeier, M/M Dave Schmidt, M/M Dave Hummel       
Wednesday – Rich Newhouse, M/M Dave Scheele 

Friday – Trevor Hueske, Jaelynne Kosmos, Britton Scheele     Saturday – M/M Greg Bekemeyer  
Sunday – Mike Herman, Ryan Meyer, Pastor/Judy Frank 

 
 

This Week, By God’s Grace (August 12th - August 19th) 

In Our Prayers 
The Family of Polly Placek – Polly was called home to heaven this past Wednesday morning. The 
Christian funeral service was conducted at Kuncl Funeral Home in Wilber yesterday morning. We 
pray that the family finds comfort in the resurrection promise. The obituary is printed on page 
17 of this service folder. 
 
Thank You – We recently received the following thank you notes: 
 Thank you for all the cards and birthday greetings during my open house last Sunday.  
They were very much appreciated.     Leon Freese 
 

 A sincere thank you for all the prayers and cards I received following my recent shoulder 
surgery.  It is a wonderful blessing to have such a caring church family.     Midge Pollock 
 
 
 

Today 
 
 
 
Wednesday 
 
Thursday 
 
Friday 
Sunday 

Worship - Communion 
Voters’ Meeting 
NELHS All School Reunion 
NELHS Opening Service 
St. Paul’s Opening Service (at church) 
Early Dismissal from School 
Faculty Devotion 
LES Catechism 
Back-to-School BBQ 
Worship 
(Greeters: Doug & Dianne Weishahn) 
 

10:00am 
11:15am 

3:00pm 
4:00pm 
8:30am 

11:30am 
7:15am 
8:30am 
6:00pm 

10:00am 
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WELS Military Services – WELS Military Services needs our help in contacting those among our 
church family who are serving in the military.  Please go to www.wels.net/refer 
and use the simple referral form to provide as much contact information as you 
can.  They will follow up with monthly email devotions, Meditations mailed 
quarterly, and outreach from the nearest WELS pastor (if possible).  What a 
great way our Synod is striving to serve those who are serving us in the military. 

 
School Volunteers Needed – School volunteers are an integral part of our team ministry here at 
St. Paul’s.  We could use more volunteers in the following areas: 

• Before School Care: supervise early arriving children in the school gym from 7:30-8:00am. 

• After School Care:  supervise students whose parents can’t pick-up right away from 3:30-
5:30pm 

• Serve Hot Lunch:  be one of the people who stands behind the kitchen counter and serves 
hot lunch to our students from 12:10-12:45pm 

 
 

Please consider serving even if you can only do it once per month.  Talk to Mr. Danner, Mrs. 
Wells, or any of the teachers if you have any questions or if you are available.  Thank you! 
 
Adult Choir – We are going to try something a little different for choir this year.  Instead of 
needing to commit every Wednesday for 9 months in order to use your voice in the adult choir, 
you can now sign up for singing individual songs.  For example, the adult choir will be singing on 
Sunday, September 30th.  If you would like to participate in singing this song, there are four 
practices to attend (Wednesdays September 5, 12, 19, & 26).  The practices will be from 7-8PM, 
with childcare available in the church basement.  If you would like to sing in this choir, please 
place your name on the sign-up sheet on the back table. 
 

NEW WELS APP – WELS released a brand-new version of the WELS Mobile app. There are 
several changes, including the name. It is now called the WELS App. The new WELS App is 
available at https://wels.app. It can no longer be found in the Apple, Google, or Amazon app 
stores; those versions are being retired in July. 
 

The WELS App offers a quick and easy way to get wels.net-based devotions, news, and synod 
information from your mobile device. Daily devotions, Bible readings, weekly worship helps, 
military and teen devotions are just a sampling of the Bible-based content available for your 
regular spiritual growth and encouragement. Also included are call reports, WELS Yearbook 
data, videos, and wels.net Q&A content. 
 
 
 

 

http://www.wels.net/refer
https://wels.app/


16 

 

WELS Marriage Enrichment – Routine maintenance pays off.  You change oil in your car to keep 
it running longer.  Give your marriage the attention it needs to flourish and run all the way to 
the end.  Let an upcoming WELS Marriage Enrichment and Get-Away Weekend help you.  Spend 
the weekend growing closer to your Savior and each other at the DoubleTree by Hilton, 
Breckenridge, Colorado, October 5-7, 2018.  Visit www.wels.net/marriage-enrichment.  
 

Bible Study – This fall, beginning on Sunday, September 16th, we are going to be working 
through Luther’s Small Catechism for 45 minutes each Sunday Morning from 9-9:45am.  This will 
be an excellent review and study for people of all ages and all levels of Bible knowledge.  In 
order to print up enough books for the study, there is a sign-up sheet on the back table.  Even if 
you can’t make it every Sunday, please sign up if you are at all interested and pastor will print 
you your own book to work through. 
 

St. Paul’s Golf Outing – The 9th annual St. Paul’s Golf Outing will be held at Hidden Acres in 
 Beatrice on Sunday, September 23rd.  All golfers and skill levels are welcome.  

There will be two classes – the “Fun and Fellowship” class and the 
“Competitive” class.  The cost to play (including a cart) is $20 per person. 
There is a registration sheet available on the table in the front entrance of 
church. There is also a sign-up sheet for anyone willing to sponsor a hole 
($50).  Hole sponsor contributions will go toward St. Paul’s Tuition assistance. 

After the golf outing, everyone is invited to Dallas and Vickie Christ’s shed for supper! 
 
Upcoming Dates to Remember 
August 15th – First Day of School at St. Paul’s Lutheran School 
August 22nd – First PSI Class for the School Year (parents should have received an email about 
this…if you did not receive this email and your child is planning to attend PSI, please contact 
Pastor Berger!) 
September 15th – Branches Band Concert 
September 16th – Sunday School and Bible Class resume! 
September 23rd – St. Paul’s Golf Outing  
 
Fall Schedules—It is once again time to start compiling the various fall schedules.  If you have 
not served in the past but would like to be included on one of schedules starting this fall, please 
call the church office this week. Service opportunities include the following: 

• Sunday Morning Childcare 

• Church Greeter  

• Before School Childcare 

• After School Childcare 

• Serving School Hot Lunch  

http://www.wels.net/marriage-enrichment
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NELHS All School Reunion – Nebraska Lutheran will have an all school reunion this afternoon.  
The gathering begins at 3pm, with a worship service at 4pm and a picnic supper to follow.  There 
is no need to RSVP.  We would like as many alumni to be there as possible, so spread the word! 
 
 

Polly Placek’s Obituary 
Pauline Ann “Polly” Placek was called out of this life to Life Eternal on August 8, 2018, at 
Fairbury. She was born on June 22, 1946, in Plymouth to Ronald and Gladys Blobaum. 
 
Polly married Joseph Placek on June 25, 1971, in Beatrice. The Lord blessed this union with four 
children, two daughters and two sons. The couple farmed near Swanton and then later moved 
to the family farm near Wilber. Polly was employed at Swingsters and as a cook and waitress in 
various area establishments. She enjoyed sewing, crafts, and taking care of her grandchildren.  
She was a member of the Swanton American Legion Auxiliary. 
 
At an early age she was baptized. After being instructed in the principal parts of Christian 
doctrine, she was confirmed on August 17, 2017, by Pastor Fred Berger and became a member 
of St. Paul’s Lutheran Church of Plymouth. Her confirmation verse was John 3:16. Polly was a 
faithful listener to St. Paul’s radio broadcast and regularly received the Lord’s Supper for the 
assurance of the forgiveness of her sins. 
 
She is survived by two daughters, Laura and  her husband Todd Eisnach of DeWitt, and Holly and 
her husband Perry Lane of Grand Island; two sons, Chris and his wife Brenda Placek of Daykin, 
and Matthew and his wife Courtney Placek of Council Bluffs; six grandchildren, Tony Placek, 
Kristynn Brant, Lindsey Brant, Kenna Placek, Brett Placek and Dorcey Placek;  two brothers, Ron 
Mays of Napa, CA, and Donald and his wife Elaine Blobaum of Harbine; one sister-in-law, Jean 
Tachovsky of Swanton; nieces and nephews; and many other relatives and friends. 
 
She was preceded in death by her beloved husband, Joseph; her parents; and three sisters, 
Anita Baumfalk, Vi Kasparek, and Kathy Carstens. 
 
The Lord gave and the Lord has taken away, may the name of the Lord be praised. 
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St. Paul’s 9th Annual  

  

  

Sunday—September 23rd   

Hidden Acres in Beatrice 
  

Registration at 12:30PM  

  

Golf at 1:00PM 
  

Meal to follow in Plymouth at Dallas Christ’s Shed 
  

Cost: $20 payable to “St. Paul’s Church Office”  
  

All Golfers and Skill Levels Welcome! 
  

Fun and Fellowship Class (back nine) 

or 

Competitive Class (front nine) 
  

Please Call Church Office (656-3003) to sign 

up as an individual or as a team of four! 
  
  

REGISTRATION DEADLINE IS SEPT. 16! 
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St. Paul’s Lutheran Church and School 
In an ever-changing world, St. Paul’s Evangelical Lutheran Church exists to build Christ’s kingdom in 

people’s hearts with the un-changing Gospel of Jesus Christ. 
 

 
106 East Highway 4 
Plymouth, NE 68424  
402-656-3003 
www.stpaulsplymouth.org 

If you would like more information about St. Paul’s Lutheran 
Church, feel free to speak with Pastor Fred Berger after the 
service or anytime during the week! 
 

Call/Text: 402-239-4509 
Email: pastorberger@gmail.com 

 
If you think you might be interested in joining the St. Paul’s 
church family, Pastor would be more than happy to take you 
through some Bible studies at whatever time or location is most 
convenient for you to learn more about what we teach. 
 
 
If you would like more information about St. Paul’s Lutheran 
School, feel free to speak with Mr. Andrew Danner! 
 

Call/Text: 402-433-5349 
Email: danner@stpaulsplymouth.org 

 
Mr. Danner would love to give you a tour of the school and 
answer any questions you might have about the excellent Christ-
centered education we offer students of our church and 
community. 
 

 

http://www.stpaulsplymouth.org/

