Christ Beatrice – 8AM
St. Paul’s Plymouth – 10AM
July 31, 2022
Pentecost 8
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Welcome
THANK YOU for joining us for worship today!
We pray that your spiritual life will be nourished through Word and Sacrament.
 If you do not want to use a paper bulletin this morning, you can access the bulletin on our website –












www.stpaulsplymouth.org. The entire worship service is printed out so that you do not need to use the
hymnal.
Offering plates can be found at the entrances. After the sermon, the offering plates will be brought to
the altar during the singing of a hymn. This is a reminder that giving offerings for gospel ministry is an
act of worship.
May the Lord bless the time we spend together around His Word this morning! If you are looking for a
church to call home, please contact Pastor Berger (pastorberger@gmail.com; call/text 402-239-4509) or
Pastor Dauck (justin.dauck@gmail.com; call/text 402-806-9082) or stop by the church office. They
would love to serve you with God’s Word!
If you desire, there is a nursery in the back on the west side of the church, but please know that your
children are ALWAYS welcome in our service no matter how much noise they make. We’re happy to
have them hear the Word and join us praising God with their voices!
Before you leave, please sign the guest register. It is located on the top of the stairs in the church
entryway.
Please talk to one of the Elders (seated in the back of the church) if you have questions about the
service or the congregation.
Large print service folders are available. Please speak to one of the Elders if this would be of assistance
to you.
Listening assist devices are available at St. Paul’s. Please speak to one of the elders if you would like
one for this morning’s service.
Our Sunday morning service can be heard on KWBE 1450AM (94.7FM) and viewed live and archived at
www.stpaulsplymouth.org. Please share this information with those who are not able to attend
worship.
Prayers before Worship can be found in Christian Worship: Hymnal, pp. 255-258.
If you would like the musical notation for hymn harmony, please refer to the Christian Worship Hymnal.

Focus for Our Worship
Jesus wants focused followers. However, one of the things that can most easily get in the way of
our focus is our earthly possessions. It is no surprise, therefore, that Jesus’ words so frequently
focus His followers on wealth. Jesus’
don’t
reject earthly
wealth or despise it. They can
Thefollowers
Service,
Setting
1
be grateful for every good gift that comes from the hand of God. However, Jesus’ followers value
(page 154 in Christian Worship 21)
earthly wealth correctly. They understand what earthly wealth can and cannot do. They don’t give
earthly wealth a role in their lives it will never be able to fill. This week we focus on the fact that
the identity and security earthly wealth can never provide is found fully and freely in Christ.
2

The Service, Setting 1
(page 154 in Christian Worship 21)
What Is the World to Me

CW 717

Text: tr. August Crull, 1845–1923, alt.; Georg M. Pfefferkorn, 1645–1732, abr. Tune: Ahasverus Fritsch, 1629–1701 Text and tune: Public domain

Please stand

Invocation
In the name of the Father and of the
Amen.

Son and of the Holy Spirit.

3

Confession
If we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us.
If we confess our sins, God is faithful and just
and will forgive us our sins
and purify us from all unrighteousness.
Let us confess our sins to the Lord.
Holy God, gracious Father,
I am sinful by nature
and have sinned against You in my thoughts, words, and actions.
I have not loved You with my whole heart;
I have not loved others as I should.
I deserve Your punishment both now and forever.
But Jesus, my Savior, paid for my sins
with His innocent suffering and death.
Trusting in Him, I pray: God, have mercy on me, a sinner.
Silence for meditation and reflection

Absolution

Our gracious Father in heaven has been merciful to us. He sent His only Son, Jesus Christ,
who gave His life as the atoning sacrifice for the sins of the whole world. Therefore, as a
called servant of Christ and by His authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the
Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Lord, Have Mercy
In peace let us pray to the Lord.

For the peace from above and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.
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For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for the unity of
all, let us pray to the Lord.

For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us pray to the Lord.

Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.

Glory Be to God
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The Word
Salutation
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Prayer of the Day
Let us pray.
O Lord, grant us wisdom to recognize the treasures You have stored up for us in heaven that
we may never despair but always rejoice and be thankful for the riches of Your grace;
through Your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever.
Amen.
Please be seated
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First Reading

Ecclesiastes 1:1-2,12–14; 2:18-26

King Solomon, possibly the wealthiest man who ever lived, learned by experience the limited value of
earthly possessions.

The words of Ecclesiastes, David’s son, king in Jerusalem.
2
“Nothing but vapor,” Ecclesiastes said. “Totally vapor. Everything is just vapor that
vanishes.”
12
I, Ecclesiastes, have been king over Israel in Jerusalem. 13I applied my heart to seek out
and explore with wisdom everything done under the sky. (What a burdensome task God has
given the children of Adam to keep them busy!) 14I have seen all the actions done under the
sun, and, look, it is all nothing but vapor. It is all chasing the wind.
18
I also hated all the results of my hard work, for which I worked so hard under the sun,
since I must leave it all to the man who comes after me. 19And who knows—will he be wise, or
a fool? Yet he will have control over all the results of my hard work, for which I worked so hard
and so wisely, under the sun. This too is vapor that vanishes.
20
So I changed my course, and my heart began to despair over all my hard work at which I
worked so hard under the sun. 21Sure, there may be a man who has worked hard—wisely, aptly,
and skillfully. But he must hand over whatever he accumulated by all his hard work to a man
who has not worked hard for it. This too is vapor. It’s so unfair! 22For what does a man gain
through all his hard work, through all the turmoil in his heart, as he works so hard under the
sun?
23
Pain fills all his days. His occupation is frustration. Even at night his heart does not rest.
This too is vapor.
24
There is nothing better for a man
than to eat and to drink and to find joy
in his work. This too, I saw, is from
God’s hand. 25For who can eat or enjoy
himself apart from him? 26Yes, God gives
wisdom, knowledge, and happiness to
the man whom he considers good, but to
the person who goes on sinning God
gives the task of gathering and
collecting, but only so that he can give it
all to a person whom God considers
good. This too is vapor, nothing but
chasing wind.
The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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Second Reading

Colossians 3:1–11

Sermon Text

Therefore, because you were raised with Christ, seek the things that are above, where Christ
is seated at the right hand of God. 2Set your mind on things above, not on earthly things.
3
For you died, and your life is hidden
with Christ in God. 4When Christ, who is
your life, appears, then you also will
appear with him in glory.
5
So put to death whatever is worldly
in you: sexual immorality, uncleanness,
lust, evil desire, and greed, which is
idolatry. 6It is because of these things
that the wrath of God is coming on the
sons of disobedience. 7You too once
walked in these things, when you were
living in them.
8
But now, you too are to rid yourselves of all of these: wrath, anger, malice, slander, and
filthy language from your mouth. 9Do not lie to each other since you have put off the old self
with its practices, 10and put on the new self, which is continually being renewed in
knowledge, according to the image of its Creator. 11Here there is no Greek or Jew,
circumcision or uncircumcision, barbarian, Scythian, slave or free, but rather Christ is all
and is in all.
The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
Please stand

Gospel Acclamation

Matthew 6:20,21
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Tune: © 2021 Northwestern Publishing House. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 711841

Gospel

Luke 12:13–21

Greed’s folly is felt in life and will be exposed in death. Through a parable, Jesus gives us a strong warning
against greed.

Someone from the crowd said to him, “Teacher, tell my brother to divide the inheritance
with me.” 14But Jesus said to him, “Man, who appointed me to be a judge or an arbitrator over
you?”
15
Then he said to them, “Watch out and be on guard against all greed, because a man’s life
is not measured by how many possessions he has.”
16
He told them a parable: “The land of a certain rich man
produced very well. 17He was thinking to himself, ‘What will I
do, because I do not have anywhere to store my crops?’ 18He
said, ‘This is what I will do. I will pull down my barns and
build bigger ones, and there I will store all my grain and
goods. 19And I will tell my soul, “Soul, you have many goods
stored up for many years. Take it easy. Eat, drink, and be
merry.” ’
20
“But God said to him, ‘You fool, this night your soul
will be demanded from you. Now who will get what you have
prepared?’
21
“That is how it will be for anyone who stores up treasure for himself and is not rich
toward God.”
13

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise be to You, O Christ!
Please be seated
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O God, Our Help in Ages Past

5

Time, like an ever-rolling stream,
soon bears us all away;
we fly forgotten, as a dream
dies at the op’ning day.

6

O God, our help in ages past,
our hope for years to come,
still be our guard while troubles last
and our eternal home!

CW 820

Text: Isaac Watts, 1674–1748, abr., alt. Tune: William Croft, 1678–1727 Text and tune: Public domain

Sermon - Colossians 3:1-11 - “Jesus Is the Life”
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Please stand

Nicene Creed
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is,
seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one being with the Father.
Through Him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation, He came down from heaven,
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary,
and became truly human.
For our sake He was crucified under Pontius Pilate.
He suffered death and was buried.
On the third day He rose again in accordance with the Scriptures.
He ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and His kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit,
the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who in unity with the Father and the Son
is worshiped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead
and the life of the world to come. Amen.
Please be seated
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The offering is brought forward during the hymn

We Give Thee but Thine Own

CW 750

Text: William W. How, 1823–1897, abr.
Tune: William H. Monk, 1823–1889; setting: The Lutheran Hymnal, 1941, alt.
Text and tune: Public domain

Reception of New Members — 10 AM
Please stand

The Sacrament
The Lord be with you.

Lift up your hearts.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
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It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in all places give You thanks, O Lord,
holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, through Jesus Christ our Lord, who promised that
wherever two or three come together in His name, there He is with them to shepherd His flock
until He comes again in glory. Therefore, with all the saints on earth and hosts of heaven, we
praise Your holy name and join their glorious song:

Holy, Holy, Holy

Prayer of Thanksgiving
We give thanks to You, O God, through Your dear Son, Jesus Christ, whom You sent to be our
Savior, our Redeemer, and the messenger of Your grace. Through Him You made all things; in
Him You are well pleased. He is the incarnate Word, conceived by the Holy Spirit and born of
the Virgin Mary. To fulfill Your promises, He stretched out His hands on the cross and
released from eternal death all who believe in You.
As we remember Jesus’ death and resurrection, we thank You that You have gathered us
together to receive Your Son’s body and blood. Send us Your Spirit, unite us as one, and
strengthen our faith so that we may praise You in Your Son, Jesus Christ. Through Him,
we glorify and honor You, O God our Father, with the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.
13

Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.

Words of Institution
Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night He was betrayed, took bread; and when He had given
thanks, He broke it and gave it to His disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is My body,
which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of Me.”
Then He took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of you;
this is My blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for the forgiveness of
sins. Do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of Me.”
The peace of the Lord be with you always.
Amen.

O Christ, Lamb of God
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Please be seated

Pre-Communion Prayer
Lord Jesus, You have invited me to come and receive Your holy Sacrament. I believe that in
the bread and wine You give me Your true body and blood to eat and drink. Forgive my sins
and nourish my faith through this precious meal. I long for the comfort that comes with Your
promises; I yearn for the assurance of Your faithful love. Bless me now as I receive You by
faith.

Distribution
Close Communion We ask that only those who have previously spoken to one of our pastors or are
members in good standing of this or another WELS or ELS congregation come to Holy Communion
today. Our practice of Close Communion (which has been the practice of the Christian Church
throughout the ages) is in no way trying to judge anyone’s faith. What we are trying to do is follow
the Bible’s clear teaching (I Corinthians 11) to first study God’s Word together. As we do so, we can
share with/review with you what the Lord’s Supper is all about. You, then, also have an opportunity
to examine what we believe and teach before you come to the Lord’s Supper here at St.
Paul’s/Christ Lutheran and make a public profession that you agree with what we teach.
If you have any questions about this or would like to commune at St. Paul’s/Christ Lutheran in the
future, please talk to Pastor Berger or Pastor Dauck after worship this morning. They would love to
sit down with you on your timetable and at your convenience and talk about these important
matters.
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Soul, Adorn Yourself with Gladness

CW 663

16

5

Human reason, though it ponders,
cannot fathom these great wonders,
that Christ’s body must be boundless
since the souls it feeds are countless,
and that he his blood is giving
with the wine we are receiving.
These great mysteries unsounded
are by God alone expounded.

6

Lord, by love and mercy driven,
you have left your throne in heaven
on the cross for me to languish
and to die in bitter anguish,
to forgo all joy and gladness
and to shed your blood in sadness.
By this blood redeemed and living,
Lord, I praise you with thanksgiving.

7

Jesus, sun of life, my splendor,
Jesus, friend of friends most tender,
Jesus, joy of my desiring,
fount of life, my soul inspiring:
at your feet I cry, my maker,
let me be a fit partaker
of this blessèd food from heaven
for our good, your glory, given.

8

Jesus, Lord of life in heaven,
help me when this meal is given
to receive it for my blessing
as I come, my sins confessing.
In this supper let me measure,
Lord, how deep is your love’s treasure,
that, as I on earth have eaten,
I may be your guest in heaven.
Text: Johann Franck, 1618–1677, abr.; (sts. 1–2, 4, 7): tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827–1878, alt.; (sts. 3, 5–6): tr. The Lutheran Hymnal, 1941, alt.; (st. 8): tr.
Peter M. Prange, b. 1972. Tune: Johann Crüger, 1598–1662Text (st. 8): © 2021 Northwestern Publishing House. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 711841
Text (sts. 1–7) and tune: Public domain
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Lord Jesus Christ, You Have Prepared

5

CW 667

Though reason cannot understand,
yet faith this truth embraces:
your body, Lord, is even now
at once in many places.
I leave to you how this can be;
your Word alone suffices me;
I trust its truth unfailing.

18

6

Lord, I believe what you have said;
help me when doubts assail me.
Remember that I am but dust,
and let my faith not fail me.
Your supper in this vale of tears
refreshes me and stills my fears
and is my priceless treasure.

7

Grant that we worthily receive
your supper, Lord, our Savior,
and, truly grieving for our sins,
may prove by our behavior
that we are thankful for your grace
and day by day may run our race,
in holiness increasing.

8

For your consoling supper, Lord,
be praised through out all ages!
Preserve it, for in ev’ry place
the world against it rages.
Grant that this sacrament may be
a blessèd comfort unto me
when living and when dying.

Text: tr. Emanuel Cronenwett, 1841–1931, alt.; Samuel Kinner, 1603–1668
Tune: Peter Sohren, c. 1630–c. 1692, alt.
Text and tune: Public domain

Draw Near and Take the Body of the Lord
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CW 661

Text: tr. John Mason Neale, 1818–1866, alt.; Latin, 7th cent., abr.
Tune: Trente quatre Pseaumes de David, Geneva, 1551, ed. Louis Bourgeois
Text and tune: Public domain

Post-Communion Prayer
Thank You, dear Savior, for nourishing my faith with the Sacrament of Your body and blood.
Lift my heart with Your forgiveness, renew my confidence in Your grace, empower my love
for others, and lead me to long for the eternal banquet of heaven.
Please stand

Thanksgiving
Give thanks to the Lord, for He is good;
His mercy endures forever.
Whenever we eat this bread and drink this cup,
we proclaim the Lord’s death until He comes.
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We give thanks, almighty God, that You have refreshed us with this saving gift. We pray that
through it You will strengthen our faith in You and increase our love for one another. We ask
this in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever.
Amen.

Blessing
The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and give you peace.
Amen.

Abide, O Dearest Jesus

CW 924 sts. 1–2, 5–6

Text: tr. August Crull, 1845–1923, alt.; Josua Stegmann, 1588–1632
Tune: Melchior Vulpius, c. 1570–1615
Text and tune: Public domain
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Pastor Fred Berger
pastorberger@gmail.com
C- 402-239-4509
Church Office - 402-656-3003

Pastor Justin Dauck
justin.dauck@gmail.com
C- 402-806-9082

Principal Andrew Danner
danner@stpaulsplymouth.org
C- 402-433-5349
School Office - 402-656-4465

Organist: Angie Zulauf
Broadcast Announcers: Tom Hueske, Neil Bekemeyer
Teen Ushers: Parker Person, Trevor Hueske
Greeters: Steve & Stacey Freese
Broadcast Sponsor: Our broadcast today is sponsored by Mark & Deb Wells out of thankfulness for all
the blessings they have enjoyed throughout the 40 years of their marriage. They were married
August 1, 1982.

BIRTHDAYS AND ANNIVERSARIES
Today – Layne Warnke, Rhonda Yost, M/M Don Weichel
Monday – Jeanene Basye, M/M Mark Wells
Tuesday – Darcy Ryan
Wednesday – Dre Garrison, Dustin Mammen
Thursday – Liam Bice, Shane Jiskra
Friday – Ron Collins, Josh Jantzen
Saturday – Brody Roberts, Brad Schwab, Laura Wells
Sunday – M/M Ryan Birkett

Fund
Home Fund
Missions
Building Fund

JULY 24th OFFERINGS
“We Give Thee but Thine Own!”
Gifts Received
Fund
$19,367.00
NELHS Operating
$240.00
NELHS Debt
$185.00
Cemetery Fund

Gifts Received
$3,157.18
$115.00
$225.00

LET US ENOURAGE ONE ANOTHER (HEBREWS 10:25)
184 were present to receive God’s grace in worship last Sunday.
18 were present to learn God’s Word in Bible Study the last week: Ladies Aid-8;
Men’s Bible Study Breakfast-10
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BIRTHDAYS AND ANNIVERSARIES
Monday – Corter Spencer
Tuesday – Ron Schmidt
Organist: Janice Pieper

Fund
Home Fund
Missions
Ed. Fund

JULY 24th OFFERINGS
“We Give Thee but Thine Own!”
Gifts Received
Fund
$1,793.00
NELHS Operating
$150.00
NELHS Debt
$15.00

Gifts Received
$245.00
$215.00

LET US ENCOURAGE ONE ANOTHER (HEBREWS 10:25)
44 were present to receive God’s grace in worship last Sunday.

Today

Monday
Wednesday
Wed. – Sat.
Sunday

THIS WEEK, BY GOD’S GRACE (July 31st – August 7th )
Worship with Communion at Beatrice
Worship with Communion at Plymouth
Berger Family on Vacation (July 25-Aug. 9)
Teacher In-service at NELHS
Monday Night Worship with Communion at Plymouth
Homestead House Bible Study
School Cleaning
Worship at Beatrice
Worship at Plymouth
(Greeters: Sue Roberts, Lisa Scheele)

8:00am
10:00am

7:30pm
10:30am
8:00am
10:00am

If you would be willing/interested in helping provide rides to doctor
appointments and other necessary activities for those who find themselves in a
position where there is no relative or friend able to take them, please call the
church office or contact one of our pastors. We will put your name on a list of
volunteers willing to share their time and serve their brothers and sisters in Christ
in this special way.
Door Offering – Today at St. Paul’s we will be taking a door offering to help cover expenses in
connection with the meal following the NELHS Opening Service on August 14th. Congregations are no
longer asked to make food for the meal. Instead, the NELHS food staff will be taking over that task and
area congregations are being asked to donate to cover the expense.
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Panther Volleyball – According to the state of Nebraska, our school sports teams
are actually congregational teams. Therefore, any of our church member children
are eligible to participate on our teams. Volleyball is our first coed sport of the
school year, taking place in September and October. Students in grades 4-8 are
eligible to participate. Practices take place on Mondays and Wednesdays. Games
are played on Thursdays. If you are interested in having your child participate in St.
Paul's Panther volleyball this season, please speak with either Mr. Danner, Mrs.
Danner, or Mrs. Schroeder by Friday, August 19th.
Student Teacher Housing – We have been told we will be getting two student teachers this fall (Sept. 6
– Nov. 11). If anyone is interested in providing housing for them while they are here, please contact
Mr. Danner.
Pill Bottles for NELHS – NELHS is collecting pill bottles for medical missions in Africa that reuse the
medicine containers to distribute needed medication to their patients.
The containers are a blessing, as those who require medicine will have
a safe way to store and transport any prescribed medicine. They accept
any type of container, ranging from pill bottles to vitamin containers.
Size and color are not of importance. The bottles do not need to be
cleaned, as NELHS will wash them in bulk, but please consider your
privacy when bringing in the bottles. There is a box in the front
entrance of church where you can place your pill bottles.

St. Paul’s Golf Outing – The date for this year’s golf outing has been set for the
afternoon of September 25th at Hidden Acres in Beatrice. More information and a signup sheet will follow in the future.
School Help – It is that time of the year again – time to begin compiling the various schedules for
school volunteers (bus drivers, before school care, hot lunch helpers, after school care). If you would
be willing to serve in any of these areas, please contact Mr. Danner or Deb and let them know what
days work for you and how many times per month you would be willing to help out.
Broadcast Sponsors – Anyone interested in sponsoring a broadcast of one of our
worship services is asked to note that the following Sundays in 2022 are still
available.:
August 14, 21, 28

September 25

December 4, 11, 18

If you would like to reserve any of these dates, please contact the church office or
talk with Craig Scheele.
Please note that the cost to sponsor a broadcast is $150.
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