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St. Paul’s Evangelical Lutheran Church & SCHOOL 

Plymouth, Nebraska 

stpaulsplymouth.org 
 

In an ever-changing world, St. Paul’s Evangelical Lutheran Church exists to build Christ’s kingdom in 

people’s hearts with the un-changing Gospel of Jesus Christ. 
 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

 

May 21st, 2017 
Easter 6 – Good Shepherd Sunday 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Welcome — Thank you for joining us for worship today.  We pray that your spiritual life will be 
nourished through Word and song.  If you desire, there is a nursery in the back on the west side 
of the church, but know that your children are ALWAYS welcome in our service no matter how 
much noise they make. We’re happy to have them hear the Word and join us praising God with 
their voices!  Before you leave, please sign the guest register.  It is located on the top of the 
stairs in the church entryway.  Please contact Pastor Berger or one of the Elders (seated in the 
back of the church) if you have questions about the service or the congregation. 
 

Prayers before Worship can be found in Christian Worship – A Lutheran Hymnal, pages 10-11.  
 

Broadcast Sponsor — Our broadcast today is sponsored by Allen & Elaine Schroeder in gratitude 
to God for the many blessings shown them during 55 years of marriage. They were married May 
19, 1962. 
 

Focus for Our Worship — Today we are celebrating Good Shepherd Sunday.  The Bible, time and 
time again, uses this beautiful imagery that Jesus is our Good Shepherd.  In the weeks before 
Easter, we saw what He did for His sheep.  He endured pain and punishment, suffering and 
ridicule, even death on the cross.  He made the ultimate sacrifice all for us, His dear sheep.  
“What punishment so strange is suffered yonder!  The Shepherd dies for sheep that loved to 
wander” (Christian Worship 117).   
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Morning Praise – Christian Worship – page 45 
 
ST. PAUL’S CHILDREN’S CHOIR “We Believe” - Newsboys 
 
OPENING HYMN “The Lord’s My Shepherd; I’ll Not Want” (CW 360) 
 
M In the name of the Father and of the Son % and of the Holy Spirit.  
C:  Amen. 
 
CALL TO WORSHIP   
M: O Lord, open my lips. 

  
 
M: Hasten to save me, O God. 

 
 
CONFESSION OF SINS AND HOLY ABSOLUTION 
M: Beloved in the Lord: let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins to God 

our Father, asking Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness.  
c: Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful and that I have 

disobeyed You in my thoughts, words, and actions. I have done what is evil and 
failed to do what is good. For this I deserve Your punishment both now and in 
eternity. But I am truly sorry for my sins, and trusting in my Savior Jesus Christ, I 
pray: Lord, have mercy on me, a sinner.  

 

M: God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has given His only Son to be 
the atoning sacrifice for our sins. Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by His 
authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son % and 
of the Holy Spirit.  

C:  Amen. 
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M: The Lord is risen: Let us worship Him. 
 

COME, LET US SING TO THE LORD   

 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY  
M  O Lord Jesus Christ, You are the Good Shepherd who laid down Your life for the 

sheep.  Lead us now to the still waters of Your life-giving Word that we may abide in 
Your Father’s house forevermore; for You live and reign with Him and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and forever.  

C  Amen. 
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THE WORD 
FIRST LESSON – Acts 20:28-32 
The Good Shepherd continues to watch over His flock.  One way He does this is by 
placing pastors (under-shepherds) among the flock to guide the sheep in the truth and 
help them watch for those who distort the truth.  Let us together continue to be led by 
the Good Shepherd, who bought us with His own blood. 
  

28 Keep watch over yourselves and all the flock of which the Holy Spirit has made you 
overseers.  Be shepherds of the church of God,  which he bought with his own blood. 29 I 
know that after I leave, savage wolves will come in among you and will not spare the 
flock. 30 Even from your own number men will arise and distort the truth in order to 
draw away disciples after them. 31 So be on your guard! Remember that for three years I 
never stopped warning each of you night and day with tears.  

32 “Now I commit you to God and to the word of his grace, which can build you up and 
give you an inheritance among all those who are sanctified. 
 
PSALM OF THE DAY – Psalm 23, which can be found on page 72 in the front portion of 
the hymnal 
  
SECOND LESSON – I Peter 2:19-25 
We are reminded why our Shepherd is Good—we were going astray, but by His perfect 
life and innocent death, He took away our sins.  We now live for righteousness. 
  

19 For it is commendable if a man bears up under the pain of unjust suffering because 
he is conscious of God. 20 But how is it to your credit if you receive a beating for doing 
wrong and endure it? But if you suffer for doing good and you endure it, this is 
commendable before God. 21 To this you were called, because Christ suffered for you, 
leaving you an example, that you should follow in his steps. 22“He committed no sin, and 
no deceit was found in his mouth.”  23 When they hurled their insults at him, he did not 
retaliate; when he suffered, he made no threats. Instead, he entrusted himself to him 
who judges justly.  

24 He himself bore our sins in his body on the tree, so that we might die to sins and live 
for righteousness; by his wounds you have been healed. 25 For you were like sheep going 
astray, but now you have returned to the Shepherd and Overseer of your souls. 
 
JUNIOR CHOIR “Teach Me, O Lord” - Williams/Nolan 
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 VERSE OF THE DAY – Luke 15:4-6 
M Christ is risen! 
C He is risen indeed! 

M Suppose one of you has a hundred sheep and loses one of them. Does he not leave 
the ninety-nine in the open country and go after the lost sheep until he finds it?  

And when he finds it, he joyfully puts it on his shoulders and goes home. Then he 
calls his friends and neighbors together and says, ‘Rejoice with me; I have found 
my lost sheep.’ 

 C Alleluia! 

 
HOLY GOSPEL – John 10:11-16 
Sermon Text 
 

11 “I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his life for the sheep. 12 

The hired hand is not the shepherd who owns the sheep. So when he sees the wolf 
coming, he abandons the sheep and runs away. Then the wolf attacks the flock and 
scatters it. 13 The man runs away because 
he is a hired hand and cares nothing for 
the sheep.  

14 “I am the good shepherd; I know my 
sheep and my sheep know me— 15 just as 
the Father knows me and I know the 
Father—and I lay down my life for the 
sheep. 16 I have other sheep that are not 
of this sheep pen. I must bring them also. 
They too will listen to my voice, and there 
shall be one flock and one shepherd. 
 
M This is the Gospel of the Lord!  
 
HYMN OF THE DAY “The King of Love My Shepherd Is” (CW 375) 
 
SERMON – The Good Shepherd Saves Wandering Sheep  
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WE PRAISE YOU, O GOD 
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OFFERING 
 
RECEPTION OF NEW MEMBER 
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LORD HAVE MERCY 
 

M  In the morning, O Lord, I call to You; be merciful to me and hear my prayer. 

 
 
 
RESPONSIVE PRAYER OF THE CHURCH (Singing the words of hymn #436) 

 

M  O Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, we give You thanks that You tend Your flock like a 
Shepherd…that You gather Your lambs in Your arms and carry us close to Your heart.  
(Isaiah 40:11)           

C ♫ Jesus, Shepherd of the sheep, 
Who Your Father’s flock does keep, 

Safe we wake and safe we sleep, 
Guarded still by You. 

 
M  Send Your Holy Spirit to us through Your Word and Sacraments, that we live as sheep 
who are confident in Your promise of life eternal and certain of the wisdom of following 
wherever You lead. (John 10:27-29)      

C ♫ In Your promise firm we stand; 
None can take us from Your hand. 

Speak – we hear – at Your command, 
We will follow You. 

 
M  We ask that the Good Shepherd of the sheep who laid down His life and took it up 
again equip us with everything good for doing His will, and may He work in us what is 
pleasing to Him. (Hebrews 13:20-21)  

C ♫ By Your blood our souls were bought; 
By Your life salvation wrought; 

By Your light our feet are taught, 
Lord, to follow You. 
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M  We ask You to give us the spirit of Your selfless love, which searches for more sheep 
and gathers the scattered, rescuing them and bringing them out from the grasp of 
Satan.  Allow us to know the joy known in heaven as You use us as Your instruments to 
bring even one sinner to repentance.   (Ezekiel 34:11,12; Luke 15:7) 

C ♫ Father, draw us to Your Son;  
We with joy will follow on 

Till the work of grace is done, 
There to live with You. 

 
M  Lead us to hold less closely the treasures of this world, and to anticipate more 
eagerly the glories of heaven, where we will behold and adore the Lamb at the center of 
the throne as our Shepherd as He wipes away every tear from our eyes.  (Revelation 
7:17) 

C ♫ We, in robes of glory dressed,  
Join th’ assembly of the blest, 

Gathered to eternal rest 
In the fold with You. 

       
 

LORD’S PRAYER 
c Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will 

be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us 
our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the 
glory forever and ever. Amen. 

 
HYMN “My Shepherd Will Supply My Need” (CW 374) 

 
PRAYER FOR GRACE 
M O Lord, our heavenly Father, almighty and everlasting God, You have brought us 

safely to this new day. Defend us with Your mighty power, and grant that this day 
we neither fall into sin nor run into any kind of danger; and in all we do, direct us to 
what is right in Your sight, through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord. 

C  Amen. 
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PRAYER RESPONSE  
M Let us praise the Lord. 

  
 
BLESSING  
M The grace of our Lord % Jesus Christ and the love of God and fellowship of the Holy 

Spirit be with you all.  

 
 
 
CLOSING HYMN “Gracious Savior, Gentle Shepherd” (CW 508) 
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NOTES AND NEWS  
Pastor Fred Berger                     Principal Andrew Danner 
C-402-239-4509   O-402-656-3003  C-402-433-5349   O-402-656-4465 
pastorberger@gmail.com         danner@stpaulsplymouth.org 
 

Organist: Rachel Schroeder 
Teen Usher: Johnathan Kerwood 
Greeters: Doug & Dianne Weishahn 
Broadcast Announcers: Eric Bekemeyer, Michael Wells 
         

 

This Week, By God’s Grace (May 21st – 28th) 
 

 
 
 

BIRTHDAYS AND ANNIVERSARIES 
Monday – Joanne Weichel, Elizabeth Jurgens 

Tuesday – Kent Hummel 
 Thursday – Bruce Jung, Jean Roesler, M/M Tom Hueske 

Friday – M/M Allen Schroeder, Dale Weichel, Tom Person 
Sunday – Parker Person, Lincoln Schwab, Owen Carrel 

 
 

Commissioning Service – Rev. Bounkeo Lor will be commissioned to serve as the Hmong Asia 
Ministry Coordinator today at 4:00 p.m. The service will be at Grace Hmong Lutheran Church in 
Kansas City, KS. Our congregation is invited to attend. 
 
WELS Mobile App – If you have a smartphone, consider downloading the free WELS Mobile 
App!  Among many other features, on the homepage you will have access to a verse of the day, 
a devotion you can either read or have read to you, and a “through the Bible in three years” that 
you can either read or have read to you.  Might this be a way to be in daily contact with God 
through His Word amidst your busy daily life? 

Today 
 
 
 
 
Tuesday 
 
Thursday 
Friday 
Sunday 

Sunday School, Bible Class 
Worship  
St. Paul’s Graduation/Coffee Hour at School 
Sunday School Teachers’ Meeting Wrap-up 
Commissioning Service for Rev. Bounkeo Lor – Kansas City, KS 
Teacher In-service 
Growing in Hope BIC  
Men’s Work Group 
Men’s Bible Study Breakfast 
Worship with Communion - (Greeters: Josh & Jody Swartz) 
Student Fund Door Offering 

9:00am 
10:00am 

 
11:15am 

4:00pm 
 

7:00-8:00pm 
2:00pm 
6:45am 

10:00am 

mailto:pastorberger@gmail.com
mailto:danner@stpaulsplymouth.org
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NELHS Golf Outing – The need for tuition assistance at NELHS has 
never been greater.  A fun way to help provide support is through the 
annual NELHS golf outing. This year the golf outing moves to Norfolk 
at the beautiful Eldorado Hills Golf Course.  The date for the event is 
Saturday, July 29.  We hope you can gather some friends and join us 
for golf.  If you can't make it or are not a golfer, consider sponsoring a 
hole.   It appears our school is growing and there will be more families 
that need assistance, so every dollar counts.  Forms for golf 
registration and hole sponsorship are available on the table in the 
front entrance. 
 

Card Shower – The family of Jean Roesler would like to honor her with a card 
shower for her 95th birthday, which she will be celebrating May 25th.  If you 
would like to send her a card or note, her mailing address is 6235 South 34th 
Street, Apt. 255, Lincoln, NE 68516. 
 

WELS Commission on Evangelism – St. Mark (WELS) in Lincoln is hosting a one day workshop 
through the WELS Commission on Evangelism on Saturday, June 10, called “Telling the Next 
Generation: Utilizing Our Schools for Outreach” from 8:30am-3:00pm.  There is a sign-up sheet 
on the back table.   Anyone who would like to learn about this is encouraged to attend.  The 
church has already paid for your registration fee.  Please sign your name by May 28th if you plan 
to attend. 
 

NELHS Adopt-A-Dorm-Room – There is a sign-up sheet on the table in the 
front entrance for anyone interested in helping our congregation wash and 
paint the walls in a NELHS dorm room or two on Saturday, June 3rd.  Anyone 
who would like to carpool can meet at church at 8:30AM or meet at NELHS 
at 9:45AM.  All materials will be provided – we just need your elbow grease!    

 
Organ Update – At the voters’ meeting on April 23rd, it was decided to 
schedule John Nolte of Nolte Organs to finish our organ project in 
January 2018.  Mr. Nolte has been contacted and is planning to arrive 
around December 29, 2017 for this estimated two week project.  As 
we get closer to the date, more information will be shared about the 
ways that we can again use volunteers to help with this project.  The 
last phase restored and replaced all our pipes.  This phase will restore the “action” part of our 
organ and the leather.  We are thankful for Mr. Nolte’s willingness to use his God-given gifts in 
this way and work with us for this important project!  So far $13,920.02 has been given for an 
estimated $15,000 project. 
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Vacation Bible School – Just a reminder that St. Paul’s will be hosting Vacation Bible School June 
5-9 for PreK-6th Grade.  Student registration forms are now available on the church website or 
on Facebook.  If you are unable to sign up electronically, hardcopies are available on the table in 
the front entrance of church. Also, there are sign-up sheets for those who would be willing to 
bring cookies, teach, or help in various other ways.  
 
Student Fund – It has been our tradition at St. Paul’s that a free-will offering is taken for our 
Student Fund on the Sunday when we celebrate Ascension. Since we will be celebrating 
Ascension Sunday on May 28, please note that the offering will be taken following our worship 
service next week.  Together with the Christmas Eve offering, these monies are given to 
students in the congregation who are attending a WELS Lutheran high school or college, or 
Wisconsin Lutheran Seminary to help defray tuition expenses. 
 
Cards – Please note that the card rack has been moved to the old preschool area in our church 
basement.  Cards for various occasions are available at cost ($.50/each). 
 
NELHS Call News–We thank God that that both of our tutor positions were filled on assignment 
day! Here are our new workers and their contact information (if you would like to drop them a 
word of welcome or encouragement). 
➢ Ben Olsen: 715-520-2595, olsenbm@mlc-wels.edu 
➢ Sarah Schulte: 414-539-2560, schultsc@mlc-wels.edu 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:olsenbm@mlc-wels.edu
mailto:schultsc@mlc-wels.edu
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Upcoming Camps 
WELS Youth Camp Jefferson—The dates for camp this year are Friday, July 28, through Sunday, 
July 30. The camp is for children entering grades 3 - 8 and the cost per child is $55. Registrations 
must be submitted before July 7th and can be done on the camp website: 
www.welscampjefferson-welsne.org. Payment and donations can be made by check or by 
PayPal on the website. If you have any questions feel free to send an email to 
welscampjefferson@gmail.com or call Pastor Steve Kruschel at 402-745-0055. The theme for 
camp this year is “A Mighty Fortress”. 
 
WELS Teen Camp—The dates for WELS Teen Camp this year are Sunday, July 30, through 
Wednesday, August 2, at Camp Jefferson, Fairbury, Nebraska. The camp is for those entering 9th 
grade through age 19 and the cost is $65 per person. For additional information please contact 
Steve Baumann at 402-310-8538/welsteencamp@yahoo.com. Online registration started May 1. 
 

Nebraska Lutheran Multi-Sports Camp 
→ When: June 11-14 
→ Ages: Entering grades 5-9  
→ What: 3½ days of Christian fun (learning some skills in sports, 
                                                               meeting new people) 
→ Who: Everyone is welcome 
→ Cost: $75 On-Campus Rate (includes 8 meals, lodging, awards,  
                                                        and t-shirt)  
   $60 Commuter Rate (includes 8 meals, awards, and t-shirt) 
→ For more information: Contact Activities’ Director Benjy Wells  
          (bwells@nelhs.org)    
   
(Please note: Registration forms are available on the table in the front 
entrance of church or at the school office. The registration deadline 
date is May 26th.) 
 
 

 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.welscampjefferson-welsne.org/
mailto:welsteencamp@yahoo.com
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2017 Call List Assignments to the Nebraska District 
 
 

Teacher: 
 

➢ Loduha, Miranda J., Jackson, WI to Manhattan, KS - Hope Lutheran Early Learning Center 

ECE Assistant Director 

➢ Maasz, Miranda J., Sleepy Eye, MN to Nebraska Lutheran High School Dormitory 

Supervisor, Coaching; Reassigned for a 3rd year 

➢ Olsen, Benjamin M., Spooner, WI to Nebraska Lutheran High School Dormitory 

Supervisor, Spanish; One year assignment 

➢ Schulte, Sarah C., La Valle, WI to Nebraska Lutheran High School Dormitory Supervisor; 

One year assignment 

➢ Ziel, Jacob E., Ixonia, WI Nebraska Lutheran High School Dormitory Supervisor, PE; 

Reassigned for a 3rd year 

 

 
Pastor: 

➢ Jenswold, Jacob A., Powell, OH to Rock of Ages Kansas City, MO 

➢ Schulte, Nathan G.,La Valle, WI to Latin American Mission Latin America 

➢ Ziche, Austin M., Belleville, WI - to Immanuel Hader, NE 

➢ Scharf, Matthew W., West Allis, WI - Accepted permanent call to serve at Hope 

Manhattan, KS 

 

 Vicar: 

➢ Hunter, Jackson P., Middleton, WI to Prince of Peace Salt Lake City, UT 

➢ Nemmers, Andrew M., Allen, TX to Lord of Life Thornton, CO 

➢ Rodewald, Daniel L., Simpsonville, SC to Christ Denver, CO 
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If you would like more information about St. Paul’s Lutheran Church, feel free to speak with 
Pastor Fred Berger after the service or anytime during the week! (call/text 402-239-4509; 
email pastorberger@gmail.com) If you think you might be interested in joining the St. Paul’s 
church family, Pastor would be more than happy to take you through some Bible studies at 
whatever time or location is most convenient for you to learn more about what we teach.  
 
If you would like more information about St. Paul’s Lutheran School, feel free to speak with 
Mr. Andrew Danner! (call/text 402-433-5349; email danner@stpaulsplymouth.org) He would 
love to give you a tour of the school and answer any questions you might have about the 
excellent Christ-centered education we offer students of our church and community. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

St. Paul’s Lutheran Church and School 
In an ever-changing world, St. Paul’s Evangelical Lutheran Church exists to build Christ’s kingdom in 

people’s hearts with the un-changing Gospel of Jesus Christ. 

 

 
106 East Highway 4 
Plymouth, NE 68424  
402-656-3003 
www.stpaulsplymouth.org 

 


