Christ Beatrice – 8AM
St. Paul’s Plymouth – 10AM
May 15, 2022
Easter 5
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Welcome
THANK YOU for joining us for worship today!
We pray that your spiritual life will be nourished through Word and Sacrament.
 If you do not want to use a paper bulletin this morning, you can access the bulletin on our website –












www.stpaulsplymouth.org. The entire worship service is printed out so that you do not need to use
the hymnal.
Offering plates can be found at the entrances. After the sermon, the offering plates will be brought
to the altar during the singing of a hymn. This is a reminder that giving offerings for gospel ministry
is an act of worship.
May the Lord bless the time we spend together around His Word this morning! If you are looking for
a church to call home, please contact Pastor Berger (pastorberger@gmail.com; call/text 402-2394509) or Pastor Dauck (justin.dauck@gmail.com; call/text 402-806-9082) or stop by the church
office. They would love to serve you with God’s Word!
If you desire, there is a nursery in the back on the west side of the church, but please know that your
children are ALWAYS welcome in our service no matter how much noise they make. We’re happy to
have them hear the Word and join us praising God with their voices!
Before you leave, please sign the guest register. It is located on the top of the stairs in the church
entryway.
Please talk to one of the Elders (seated in the back of the church) if you have questions about the
service or the congregation.
Large print service folders are available. Please speak to one of the Elders if this would be of
assistance to you.
Listening assist devices are available at St. Paul’s. Please speak to one of the elders if you would
like one for this morning’s service.
Our Sunday morning service can be heard on KWBE 1450AM (94.7FM) and viewed live and archived
at www.stpaulsplymouth.org. Please share this information with those who are not able to attend
worship.
Prayers before Worship can be found in Christian Worship: Hymnal, pp. 255-258.
If you would like the musical notation for hymn harmony, please refer to the Christian Worship
Hymnal.

Focus for Our Worship
The disciples argued among themselves about who was "greatest" (Luke 22:24). Sinful man is entirely
self-focused. We often try and prove our goodness by comparing ourselves to others. You see this sense
of superiority in the way we prioritize life, typically trying to put our wants ahead of others. Easter
motivates us to end this focus on self. Right now, we know we have value, not because of the greatness
of our actions, but because of the great things Christ did to save. We also know a resurrection to glory is
in our future. Easter helps us avoid the trap of self-glorification and opens our eyes to a more excellent
way: selfless love. Christ did not glorify Himself, but selflessly did everything for the benefit of others.
This week we are reminded He promises to be our inexhaustible power supply that we might also put
selfless love into practice.
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Morning Praise – (with “Come, Oh, Come”)
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Please Stand

INVOCATION
We begin our worship by recalling our baptism.

M In the name of the Father and of the Son % and of the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen.
CONFESSION OF SINS AND HOLY ABSOLUTION
M: Blessed are they whose transgressions are forgiven, whose sins are covered.
C Blessed are they whose sin the Lord does not count against them.
M Let us confess our sins to the Lord.
c Almighty and merciful Father,
we have strayed from Your ways like lost sheep.
We have followed what we have devised and desired in our hearts.
We have offended You and sinned against Your holy law.
We have done those things that we should not have done,
and we have not done those things that we should have done.
Have mercy on us, Lord!
Spare us, forgive us, and restore us,
according to Your promises in Christ Jesus.
A moment of silence as we think about our sins and anticipate the joyous message of forgiveness through Jesus!

M Our gracious Father in heaven has been merciful to us. He sent His only Son, Jesus Christ,
who gave His life as the atoning sacrifice for the sins of the whole world. Therefore, as a
called servant of Christ and by His authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the
Father and of the % Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C Amen.
M In the joy of the forgiveness of sins, new life, and salvation that is ours through Jesus’ life,
death, and resurrection, let us praise the Lord!
SONG OF PRAISE
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Text: Marty Haugen
Text and tune: © 1995, 1996 GIA Publications, Inc. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 711841

PRAYER OF THE DAY
M O God, You form the minds of Your faithful people into a single will. Make us love what You
command and desire what You promise, that among the many changes of this world, our
hearts may ever yearn for the lasting joys of heaven; through Your Son, Jesus Christ our
Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C Amen.
Please Be Seated
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THE WORD
FIRST LESSON – Acts 11:1-18
God overcomes Peter's self-glorification by teaching Peter that God does not show favoritism
but rather selfless love to both Jew and Gentile.
The apostles and the brothers throughout Judea heard that the Gentiles also had received the
word of God. 2 So when Peter went up to Jerusalem, the circumcised believers criticized him
3
and said, “You went into the house of uncircumcised men and ate with them.”
4
Peter began and
explained everything to
them precisely as it had
happened: 5“I was in the
city of Joppa praying, and
in a trance I saw a vision. I
saw something like a large
sheet being let down from
heaven by its four corners,
and it came down to
where I was. 6I looked into
it and saw four-footed
animals of the earth, wild beasts, reptiles, and birds of the air. 7Then I heard a voice telling me,
‘Get up, Peter. Kill and eat.’
8
“I replied, ‘Surely not, Lord! Nothing impure or unclean has ever entered my mouth.’
9
“The voice spoke from heaven a second time, ‘Do not call anything impure that God has
made clean.’ 10This happened three times, and then it was all pulled up to heaven again.
11
“Right then three men who had been sent to me from Caesarea stopped at the house
where I was staying. 12The Spirit told me to have no hesitation about going with them. These six
brothers also went with me, and we entered the man’s house. 13He told us how he had seen an
angel appear in his house and say, ‘Send to Joppa for Simon who is called Peter. 14He will bring
you a message through which you and all your household will be saved.’
15
“As I began to speak, the Holy Spirit came on them as he had come on us at the
beginning. 16Then I remembered what the Lord had said: ‘John baptized with water, but you
will be baptized with the Holy Spirit.’ 17So if God gave them the same gift as he gave us, who
believed in the Lord Jesus Christ, who was I to think that I could oppose God?”
18
When they heard this, they had no further objections and praised God, saying, “So then,
God has granted even the Gentiles repentance unto life.”
M The Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God!
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PSALM 145B I Will Praise Your Name Forever

Great is the LORD and most wor- / thy of praise;
his greatness no one can / fathom.
One generation commends your works to an- / other;
they tell of your / mighty acts.
The LORD upholds / all who fall
and lifts up all who are / bowed down. Refrain
The eyes of all look to you, and you give them their food at the / proper time.
You open your hand and satisfy the desires of every / living thing.
The LORD is near to all who / call on him,
to all who call on / him in truth.
He fulfills the desires of those who / fear him;
he hears their cry and / saves them.
Glory be to the Father and / to the Son
and to the Holy / Spirit,
as it was in the be- / ginning,
is now, and will be forever. / Amen. Refrain
Text: Lectionary for Mass
Tune: Lynn Trapp
Setting: Lynn Trapp; Lectionary for Mass
Text: © 1969, 1981, 1997 ICEL. Used by permission: License no. 130001419
Music: © 1989 MorningStar Music Publishers. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 711841
Setting: © 1993 Kermit G. Moldenhauer, admin. Northwestern Publishing House. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 711841
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VERSE OF THE DAY – 1 John 4:16
M Alleluia. And so we know and rely on the love God has for us. God is love. Whoever lives in
love lives in God, and God in him. Alleluia!

Please Stand

HOLY GOSPEL – John 13:31-35
The Father has glorified the Son. Christ shares that glory with us and commands us to show
others the same selfless love He has shown us.
31

When he was gone, Jesus said, “Now is the Son of Man glorified and God is glorified in
him. 32If God is glorified in him, God will glorify the Son in himself, and will glorify him at once.
33
“My children, I will be with you only a little longer. You will look for me, and just as I told
the Jews, so I tell you now: Where I am going, you cannot come.
34
“A new command I give you: Love one another. As I have loved you, so you must love one
another. 35By this all men will know that you are my disciples, if you love one another.”
M The Gospel of the Lord.
C Praise be to You, O Christ!
Please Be Seated
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728 This Is My Will

Text: James Quinn, SJ, 1919–2010, alt.
Tune: Gaelic, 19th cent.
Text: © 1969 James Quinn, SJ, admin. OCP Publications. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 711841
Tune: Public domain

SERMON – 1 Corinthians 13

Is it important?
If I speak in the tongues of men and of angels, but have not love, I am only a resounding gong
or a clanging cymbal. 2If I have the gift of prophecy and can fathom all mysteries and all
knowledge, and if I have a faith that can move mountains, but have not love, I am nothing. 3If I
give all I possess to the poor and surrender my body to the flames, but have not love, I gain
nothing.

9

What is it?
4
Love is patient, love is kind. It does not envy, it does not boast, it is not proud. 5It is not rude, it
is not self-seeking, it is not easily angered, it keeps no record of wrongs. 6Love does not delight
in evil but rejoices with the truth. 7It always protects, always trusts, always hopes, always
perseveres.
Why is it important?
8
Love never fails. But where there are prophecies, they will cease; where there are tongues,
they will be stilled; where there is knowledge, it will pass away. 9For we know in part and we
prophesy in part, 10but when perfection comes, the imperfect disappears. 11When I was a child,
I talked like a child, I thought like a child, I reasoned like a child. When I became a man, I put
childish ways behind me. 12Now we see but a poor reflection as in a mirror; then we shall see
face to face. Now I know in part; then I shall know fully, even as I am fully known.
13
And now these three remain: faith, hope and love. But the greatest of these is love.
How do you know you have it?
_______ is patient, _______ is kind. _______ does not envy, _______ does not boast, _______
is not proud. _______ is not rude, _______ is not self-seeking, _______ is not easily angered,
_______ keeps no record of wrongs. _______ does not delight in evil but rejoices with the
truth. _______ always protects, always trusts, always hopes, always perseveres. _______
never fails.
Please Stand

WE PRAISE YOU, O GOD
The offering will be brought forward.
The Te Deum Laudamus (Latin for “We praise You, O God”) was once called the “fourth creed” by Martin Luther. It
has been sung in Christian churches since the 4th century. In this canticle the redeemed children of God praise Father,
Son, and Holy Spirit for the gift of salvation through Christ, our King, who will return to judge the living and the dead.
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PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
LORD’S PRAYER
c Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be
done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and
ever. Amen.
Please Be Seated

850 It Is Well with My Soul

CW 850

Text: Horatio G. Spafford, 1828–1888, alt.
Tune: Philip P. Bliss, 1838–1876
Text and tune: Public domain
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Please Stand

PRAYER FOR GRACE
M O Lord, our heavenly Father, almighty and everlasting God, You have brought us safely to
this new day. Defend us with Your mighty power, and grant that this day we neither fall
into sin nor run into any kind of danger; and in all we do, direct us to what is right in Your
sight, through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord.
C Amen.
PRAYER RESPONSE
M Let us praise the Lord.
C Thank be to God!
BLESSING
M The grace of our Lord % Jesus Christ and the love of God and fellowship of the Holy Spirit
be with you all.
C Amen. Amen. Amen!
Please Be Seated

JUNIOR CHOIR
“The Commission” arr. by Jeff Tincher
Acknowledgments
Unless otherwise indicated, Scripture quotations are from The Holy Bible, New International Version®, NIV®. Copyright © 1973, 1978,
1984 by Biblica, Inc.TM Used by permission of Zondervan. All rights reserved worldwide.
Software distributed in partnership with Northwestern Publishing House.
Created by Christian Worship: Service Builder © 2022 Concordia Publishing House.

Pastor Fred Berger
pastorberger@gmail.com
C- 402-239-4509
Church Office - 402-656-3003

Pastor Justin Dauck
justin.dauck@gmail.com
C- 402-806-9082

Principal Andrew Danner
danner@stpaulsplymouth.org
C- 402-433-5349
School Office - 402-656-4465

Organist: Jennifer Jung
Broadcast Announcers: Don Wurm, Barry Weichel
Teen Ushers: Jonah Schwab, Carter Holtmeier
Greeters: Tom & Tracie Hueske
Childcare: Joann Kerwood, Mary Hueske
Broadcast Sponsor: Our broadcast today is sponsored by an anonymous donor out of thankfulness
for the blessings provided through St. Paul’s broadcast ministry.
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BIRTHDAYS AND ANNIVERSARIES
Today – Jason Wehrman Monday – Auggie Wollenburg
Tuesday – Dean Milius Wednesday – Randy Schmidt, Danidy Whiting, M/M Ron Collins
Thursday – Tom Person, Dale Weichel
Sunday – Mason Horak, Elizabeth Jurgens, Laura Pieper, Joanne Weichel
MAY 8th OFFERINGS
“We Give Thee but Thine Own!”
Gifts Received
Fund
$4,610.00
NELHS Operating
$346.01
NELHS Debt
$85.00
Cemetery Fund

Fund
Home Fund
Missions
Building Fund

Gifts Received
$160.00
$20.00
$130.00

LET US ENCOURAGE ONE ANOTHER (HEBREWS 10:25)
229 were present to receive God’s grace in worship last Sunday.
115 were present to learn God’s Word in Bible Study: Bible Class-52; Sunday School-41;
Bible Information Class-9

BIRTHDAYS AND ANNIVERSARIES
None this week.
Organist: Janice Pieper

Fund
Home Fund
Missions
Ed. Fund

MAY 8th OFFERINGS
“We Give Thee but Thine Own!”
Gifts Received
Fund
$1,919.00
NELHS Operating
$220.00
NELHS Debt
$40.00

Gifts Received
$385.00
$340.00

LET US ENCOURAGE ONE ANOTHER (HEBREWS 10:25)
60 were present to receive God’s grace in worship last Sunday.
19 were present to learn God’s Word in Bible Study last week: Bible Class-10; Sunday School-9

Today

THIS WEEK, BY GOD’S GRACE (May 8th – May 15th)
Worship at Beatrice
Sunday School and Bible Class
Worship at Plymouth
Bible Information Class at Plymouth in Fellowship Room
Teen Usher Meeting in Church Basement
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8:00am
9:00am
10:00am
11:15am
11:15am

Monday
Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday
Thurs.-Fri.
Sunday

Faculty Meeting
Circuit Meeting at Clatonia
Faculty Devotion
LES Catechism
Grades 4-5 Field Trip
School Chapel
Homestead House Bible Study
4th Quarter Ends at School/Summer Break Begins
Ladies Aid
Teacher Inservice Days
Worship at Beatrice
Sunday School and Bible Class
Worship at Plymouth
(Christian Education Sunday/St. Paul’s Graduation)
Sunday School Teachers’ Wrap-up Meeting
Bible Information Class at Plymouth in Fellowship Room
(Greeters: Stan & Mary Hueske)
(Childcare: Barb Freese, Elaine Burger)

7:15am
9:30am
7:15am
8:30am
8:30am
10:30am
1:00pm
2:30pm
8:00am
8:00am
9:00am
10:00am
11:15am
11:15am

Sanctuary Temperatures – Due to the age, size, and structure of our church building, we often
experience a range of heating/cooling temperatures in the sanctuary. Please note that in the
summer, if you prefer it a bit warmer, it might be beneficial for you to sit in the middle section of
benches. If you prefer it a bit cooler, the two outer sections of benches might be a better choice,
since they are closer to the vents. However, regardless of the temperatures in the sanctuary, we are
thankful for the beautiful structure in which we can worship, and we join with David in saying, “I
rejoiced with those who said to me, ‘Let us go to the house of the LORD’” (Psalm 122:1).
Student Fund – It has been the tradition at St. Paul’s that a freewill offering is taken for our Student
Fund on the Sunday when we celebrate Ascension. This year we will be celebrating Ascension
Sunday on May 29th, so the offering will be taken that day following our worship service. Together
with the Christmas Eve offering, these monies are given to students in the congregation who are
attending a WELS Lutheran high school or college, or Wisconsin Lutheran Seminary to help defray
tuition expenses.
Cemetery Flowers – Anyone planning to put flowers or decorations on our cemetery grounds is
asked to note the following cemetery regulations: “No plants,
shrubs, or trees shall be planted on this cemetery by any person
other than the cemetery committee. All living plants, artificial
flowers, vases, ornaments, and decorations shall be removed
from the graves from June 10 to November 1. Exceptions will be
made to all vases permanently attached to monuments. No glass
jars or vases are permitted on cemetery grounds. Flowers may be
left on new graves for thirty days.”
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Summer Housing Request – NELHS has a junior girl (she goes by the name Andy) who is seeing if
anyone might be able to house her for the summer. This is a big ask, but seeing if anyone might be
able and willing to do so. School gets out May 14 (graduation day)...school resumes in the fall August 7th dorms open. If you think you might be able to provide a summer home from May 14th
through August 7th, please contact our school administrator, Skip Bremer, at sbremer@nelhs.org
for more information.
WELS Youth Camp Jefferson – July 15th – 17th 2022 (with Teen Camp following)
- Theme: Jesus Priceless Treasure
- Registration is now live for Youth and Teen WELS Camp Jefferson 2022. If you're interested in
attending camp this year, please register using https://www.eventbrite.com/e/wels-campjefferson-2022-registration-161771690481.
- Registration will close on Friday, July 1st. To complete your registration, we must receive the
online application and payment along with your release forms. These are located on our
What's Next page at: https://welscampjefferson.org/whats-next
- You’ll be notified once you are fully registered.
- We do accept online payments but if you wish to send a check you can send it to Carrie at the
address listed on the Eventbrite page. The address is also listed on our Contact page. Make
sure the check is made out to WELS Camp Jefferson.
- If you have questions, feel free to reach out via email to welscampjefferson@gmail.com or
call/text Carrie at 402-759-1239.
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Camp Jefferson Volunteers – Looking to volunteer somewhere fun? WELS Camp Jefferson offers
many volunteer opportunities for both teens and adults. These hours can be used toward school
requirements or other programs. They also look great on resumes and college applications! For
more information, visit our website at welscampjefferson.org

Summer Music – Anyone interested in sharing his/her musical gifts during our worship services this
summer is asked to contact Pastor Berger or Pastor Dauck. They would be happy to discuss options
with you.
VBS Week – Our annual summer Vacation Bible School will be held June 13-17. Look for more
information soon.
WELS Coed Church Softball Tournament – St. Paul’s in Plymouth is hosting a Single Elimination
Church Softball Tournament at the east ballfield in Plymouth on Sunday, July 10th. Games will begin
at 1PM. Men and women who are in high school or older, please sign up on sheet in the narthex.
Teams will be put together once we have the complete list of participants. There will be a
concession stand open for food and drinks. If you have any questions, please feel free to email
Pastor Fred Berger – pastorberger@gmail.com – or call the St. Paul's church office – 402-656-3003.
Hope to see you there!
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CONGREGATION HIGHLIGHT

Each month NELHS highlights one of the 47 Congregations in their monthly newsletter. The
highlight touches on the wonderful congregation and how it helps support the Christian Ministry
and Education provided by Nebraska Lutheran.
THIS MONTH: Zion Evangelical Lutheran Church, Clatonia, Nebraska
*What are the number of communicants in your congregation? 156
*What are the number of souls in your congregation? 189
*Please list the name of all pastors in your congregations. Pastor Steven Kahrs
*Please name of the church secretary or main contact person at the church. Pastor Kahrs
*What is the uniqueness of your congregation?
We are a rural congregation that has been in existence since 1883. The congregation is continually
looking for ways to improve the church campus.
*What has your congregation’s connection to NELHS been over the years? We have been blessed to
have quite a number of members attend NELHS. Some have stayed here and are helpful in many
ways. Others have joined neighboring congregations and serve in leadership roles there. Some have
continued into the public ministry.
*What are some ways your congregation is nurturing your members and reaching out to your
communities? We continue to offer various worship opportunities and Bible study options. We have
participated in several community events and are looking for more ways to do so.
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If you would like more information about St. Paul’s or Christ Lutheran Church, feel free to speak
with Pastor Fred Berger (pastorberger@gmail.com; call/text 402-239-4509) or Pastor Justin Dauck
(justin.dauck@gmail.com; call/text 402-806-9082) after the service or anytime during the week! If
you think you might be interested in joining the St. Paul’s or Christ Lutheran church family, either
pastor would be more than happy to take you through some Bible studies at whatever time or
location is most convenient for you to learn more about what we teach.
If you would like more information about St. Paul’s Lutheran School, feel free to speak with Mr.
Andrew Danner! (danner@stpaulsplymouth.org; call/text 402-433-5349). He would love to give
you a tour of the school and answer any questions you might have about the excellent Christcentered education we offer students of our church and community.

Please contact us! We would love to serve you!
Church Office 402-656-3003
School Office 402-656-4465
Pastor Fred Berger 402-239-4509
Pastor Justin Dauck 402-806-9082
Church Secretary Mrs. Deb Wells 402-853-2035
Mrs. Tracie Hueske (Preschool) 402-230-0607
Mrs. Kim Frey (K-1) 402-841-3099
Mrs. Rachel Schroeder (2-3) 402-239-1206
Mrs. Beckie Bekemeyer (4-5) 402-239-7667
Mrs. Heather Malchow (Principal Release) 402-613-3241
Mrs. Cari Schroeder (Music Coordinator) 402-239-9054
Principal Andrew Danner (6-8) 402-433-5349

St. Paul’s Lutheran Church and School

In an ever-changing world, St. Paul’s Evangelical Lutheran Church exists to build Christ’s
kingdom in people’s hearts with the un-changing Gospel of Jesus Christ.

106 East Highway 4
Plymouth, NE 68424
402-656-3003
www.stpaulsplymouth.org

Christ Lutheran Church

We preach Christ crucified and risen for SALVATION!

223 North 8th Street
Beatrice, NE 68310
402-223-4250
www.christbeatrice.com
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