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In an ever-changing world, St. Paul’s Evangelical Lutheran Church exists to build Christ’s kingdom in
people’s hearts with the un-changing Gospel of Jesus Christ.
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Welcome — Thank you for joining us for
worship today. We pray that your spiritual
life will be nourished through Word and song.
If you desire, there is a nursery in the back on
the west side of the church, but know that
your children are ALWAYS welcome in our
service no matter how much noise they
make. We’re happy to have them hear the
Word and join us praising God with their
voices! Before you leave, please sign the
guest register. It is located on the top of the
stairs in the church entryway. Please contact
Pastor Berger or one of the Elders (seated in
the back of the church) if you have questions
about the service or the congregation.
Broadcast Sponsor — Our broadcast today is
sponsored by the members of St. Paul’s
Ladies Aid.

Prayers before Worship can be found in
Christian Worship – A Lutheran Hymnal,
pages 10-11. Personal preparation for the
Lord’s Supper is found on p. 156.
Focus for Our Worship — In today’s Gospel,
Jesus says, “I am the way, the truth, and the
life.” He does not say, “I show you the way,”
as one often hears about Jesus, but “I am the
way.” Nor does He say, “I have the truth,” as
Paul and Silas tell those at the Jewish
synagogue, but “I am the truth.” Not only “I
lead unto life,” as Peter points the Christians
in Asia Minor to Jesus, but “I am the life.” On
the foundation of Jesus, the way, the truth,
and the life, the early Christian church is built
and continues to be built today.

If you would like more information about St. Paul’s Lutheran Church, feel free to speak with Pastor Fred Berger
after the service or anytime during the week! (call/text 402-239-4509; email pastorberger@gmail.com) If you think
you might be interested in joining the St. Paul’s church family, Pastor would be more than happy to take you
through some Bible studies at whatever time or location is most convenient for you to learn more about what we
teach.
If you would like more information about St. Paul’s Lutheran School, feel free to speak with Mr. Andrew Danner!
(call/text 402-433-5349; email danner@stpaulsplymouth.org) He would love to give you a tour of the school and
answer any questions you might have about the excellent Christ-centered education we offer students of our
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church and community.

Holy Baptism – Christian Worship – page 12
Service of Word and Sacrament – Christian Worship – page 26
Please stand

GREETING, CONFESSION OF SINS AND HOLY ABSOLUTION
M
The grace of our Lord + Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit
be with you.
C
And also with you.
M

c

Our Savior Jesus Christ commanded baptism when He said: “Go and make disciples of all
nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.” All of
us are born into this world with a deep need for baptism. From our parents we inherit a sinful
nature; we are without true fear of God and true faith in God and are condemned to eternal
death. But Jesus took away our sin by giving His life on the cross. At our baptism He clothes
us with the robe of His righteousness and gives us a new life. Our sinful nature need not
control us any longer. We recall what baptism means for our daily lives as we speak these
words:
Baptism means that the sinful nature in us should be drowned by daily sorrow and
repentance, and that all its evil deeds and desires be put to death. It also means that a new
person should daily arise to live before God in righteousness and purity forever.

M
c

As baptized children of God we confess our sins:
Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful, and that I have disobeyed You
in my thoughts, words, and actions. I have done what is evil and failed to do what is good.
For this I deserve Your punishment both now and in eternity. But I am truly sorry for my sins,
and trusting in my Savior Jesus Christ, I pray: Lord, have mercy on me, a sinner.

M

God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has given His only Son to be the atoning
sacrifice for our sins. Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by His authority, I forgive you
all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son + and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

C

Please be seated
HYMN “Dearest Jesus, We Are Here” (CW 295, st. 1)
N Dearest Jesus, we are here, gladly Your command obeying;
With this child we now draw near in response to Your own saying
That to You it shall be given as a child and heir of heaven.

2

SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM FOR MAYA JANE SCHEIDING
M
In obedience to the command of our Lord and trusting in His promise, you have brought Maya
to be baptized. Jesus told us, “Let the little children come to Me and do not hinder them, for
the kingdom of God belongs to such as these.” It is in baptism that God grants the new life of
forgiveness, joy, and peace to little children. By the power of God’s Word, this gracious water
of life washes away sin, delivers from death and the devil, and gives eternal salvation to all
who believe.
M
Receive the sign of the cross on the head + and heart + to mark you as a redeemed child of
Christ.
M
Maya Jane Scheiding, I baptize you in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy
Spirit.
The Almighty God—Father, Son, and Holy Spirit—has forgiven all your sins. By your baptism,
you are born again and made a dear child of your Father in heaven. May God strengthen you
to live in your baptismal grace all the days of your life. Peace be with you.
EXHORTATION
M
Brothers and sisters in Christ:
Our Lord commands that we teach His precious truths to all who are baptized. Christian love
therefore urges all of us, especially parents and witnesses, to assist in whatever manner
possible so that Maya may remain a child of God until death. If you are willing to accept this
responsibility, then answer: Yes, as God gives me strength.
C
Yes, as God gives me strength.
M

C

Let us pray: Merciful Father in heaven, we thank You for the blessing of baptism by which You
offer and grant the forgiveness of sins, life, and salvation. Help us each to look back on our
baptism and remember the white robe of righteousness You adorned us with as You made us
Your children. Look with special favor on Maya and grant her a rich measure of Your Spirit
that she may grow in faith and godly living. Make us willing to carry out our responsibilities as
parents, witnesses, friends, and family so that one day all of us will finally come to the blessed
joys of heaven, through Jesus our Lord.
Amen.

HYMN “Dearest Jesus, We Are Here” (CW 295, st.5)
N Now into Your heart we pour prayers that from our hearts proceeded.
Our petitions heav'nward soar; may our warm desires be heeded!
Write the name we now have given; write it in the book of heaven!
Please stand
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M:

The works of the Lord are great and glorious; His name is worthy of praise.
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PRAYER OF THE DAY
M: Let us pray.
O God, You form the minds of Your faithful people into a single will. Make us love what You
command and desire what You promise, that among the many changes of this world, our
hearts may ever yearn for the lasting joys of heaven; through Your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord,
who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

FIRST LESSON — Acts 17:1-12
Even amidst persecution, Paul and Silas continue to open the Scriptures and preach Christ crucified.
When they had passed through Amphipolis and Apollonia, they came to Thessalonica, where
there was a Jewish synagogue. 2 As his custom was, Paul went into the synagogue, and on three
Sabbath days he reasoned with them from the Scriptures, 3 explaining and proving that the Christ
had to suffer and rise from the dead. “This Jesus I am proclaiming to you is the Christ,” he said. 4
Some of the Jews were persuaded and joined Paul and Silas, as did a large number of God-fearing
Greeks and not a few prominent women.
5 But the Jews were jealous; so they rounded up some bad characters from the marketplace,
formed a mob and started a riot in the city. They rushed to Jason’s house in search of Paul and Silas
in order to bring them out to the crowd. 6 But when they did not find them, they dragged Jason and
some other brothers before the city officials, shouting: “These men who have caused trouble all over
the world have now come here, 7 and Jason has welcomed them into his house. They are all defying
Caesar’s decrees, saying that there is another king, one called Jesus.” 8 When they heard this, the
crowd and the city officials were thrown into turmoil. 9 Then they made Jason and the others post
bond and let them go.
10 As soon as it was night, the brothers sent Paul and Silas away to Berea. On arriving there, they
went to the Jewish synagogue. 11 Now the Bereans were of more noble character than the
Thessalonians, for they received the message with great eagerness and examined the Scriptures
every day to see if what Paul said was true. 12 Many of the Jews believed, as did also a number of
prominent Greek women and many Greek men.
SECOND LESSON — I Peter 2:4-10
Jesus, the living stone, gives life, and makes those once scattered in darkness His chosen people.
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As you come to him, the living Stone—rejected by men but chosen by God and precious to
him— 5 you also, like living stones, are being built into a spiritual house to be a holy priesthood,
offering spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ. 6 For in Scripture it says:
“See, I lay a stone in Zion,
a chosen and precious cornerstone,
and the one who trusts in him
will never be put to shame.”
5

7

Now to you who believe, this stone is precious. But to those who do not believe,
“The stone the builders rejected
has become the capstone,”
8
and,
“A stone that causes men to stumble
and a rock that makes them fall.”
They stumble because they disobey the message—which is also what they were destined for.
9
But you are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people belonging to God, that
you may declare the praises of him who called you out of darkness into his wonderful light. 10 Once
you were not a people, but now you are the people of God; once you had not received mercy, but
now you have received mercy.
VERSE OF DAY — John 14:6
M Christ is risen!
C: He is risen indeed!
M Jesus answered, “I am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes to the Father except
through me.”
C Alleluia!

HOLY GOSPEL — John 14:1-12
Sermon Text
“Do not let your hearts be troubled. Trust in God; trust also in me. 2 In my Father’s house are
many rooms; if it were not so, I would have told you. I am going there to prepare a place for you. 3

6

And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come back and take you to be with me that you also
may be where I am. 4 You know the way to the place where I am going.”
5 Thomas said to him, “Lord, we don’t know where you are going, so how can we know the
way?”
6 Jesus answered, “I am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes to the Father except
through me. 7 If you really knew me, you would know my Father as well. From now on, you do know
him and have seen him.”
8
Philip said, “Lord, show us the Father and that will be enough for us.”
9 Jesus answered: “Don’t you know me, Philip, even after I have been among you such a long
time? Anyone who has seen me has seen the Father. How can you say, ‘Show us the Father’? 10 Don’t
you believe that I am in the Father, and that the Father is in me? The words I say to you are not just
my own. Rather, it is the Father, living in me, who is doing his work. 11 Believe me when I say that I
am in the Father and the Father is in me; or at least believe on the evidence of the miracles
themselves. 12 I tell you the truth, anyone who has faith in me will do what I have been doing. He will
do even greater things than these, because I am going to the Father.
After the Gospel, the congregation sings:

HYMN OF THE DAY “Christ Jesus Lay in Death’s Strong Bands” (CW 161)

SERMON — A Departure that Brings Comfort!

NICENE CREED
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is,
seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one being with
the Father. Through Him all things were made. For us and for our salvation, He came down from
heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary, and became fully human. For our
sake He was crucified under Pontius Pilate. He suffered death and was buried. On the third day He
rose again in accordance with the Scriptures. He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right
hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and His kingdom
will have no end.
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We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the
Son, who in unity with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, who has spoken through
the prophets. We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one
baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead and the life of the
world to come. Amen.
OFFERING
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
LORD’S PRAYER
c: Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.

THE SACRAMENT
M: The Lord be with you.

M: Lift up your hearts.

M: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
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M: Praise to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! In love He has blessed us with every
spiritual blessing. He raised Christ from the dead and seated Him at His right hand in the
heavenly realms and placed all things under His feet for the benefit of the Church. Now have
come the salvation and the power and the kingdom of our God and the authority of His Christ.
To Him who sits on the throne and to the Lamb be praise and thanks and honor and glory for
ever and ever.

WORDS OF INSTITUTION
M: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night He was betrayed, took bread; and when He had given thanks,
He broke it and gave it to His disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is My + body, which is given
for you. Do this in remembrance of Me.”
Then He took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of you; this is
My + blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for the forgiveness of sins. Do this,
whenever you drink it, in remembrance of Me.”
The peace of the Lord be with you always.
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LAMB OF GOD

CLOSE COMMUNION We ask that only those who have previously spoken to our pastor or are
members in good standing of this or another WELS or ELS congregation come to Holy Communion
today. Our practice of Close Communion (which has been the practice of the Christian Church
throughout the ages) is in no way trying to judge anyone’s faith. What we are trying to do is follow
the Bible’s clear teaching (I Corinthians 11) to first study God’s Word together. As we do so, we can
share with/review with you what the Lord’s Supper is all about. You, then, also have an opportunity
to examine what we believe and teach before you come to the Lord’s Supper here at St. Paul’s and
make a public profession that you agree with what we teach.
If you have any questions about this or would like to commune at St. Paul’s in the future, please talk
to the pastor after worship this morning. He would love to sit down with you on your timetable and
at your convenience and talk about these important matters.

Distribution Hymns:

DISTRIBUTION OF THE LORD’S SUPPER
“Take and Eat (CWS 741) – see p. 16 of the service folder
“The Church’s One Foundation” (CW 538)
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THANKSGIVING

M: Hear the prayer of Your people, O Lord, that the lips which have praised You here may glorify
You in the world, that the eyes which have seen the coming of Your Son may long for His coming
again, and that all who have received in His true body and blood the pledge of Your forgiveness
may be restored to live a new and holy life, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns
with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

M: Brothers and sisters, go in peace. Live in harmony with one another. Serve the Lord with
gladness.
The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and + give you peace.

CLOSING HYMN “Crown Him with Many Crowns” (CW 341) – the congregation is asked to stand
for the singing of the fourth stanza
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NOTES AND NEWS
Pastor Fred Berger
C-402-239-4509 O-402-656-3003
pastorberger@gmail.com

Principal Andrew Danner
C-402-433-5349 O-402-656-4465
danner@stpaulsplymouth.org

Organist: Joan Hummel
Teen Usher: Johnathan Kerwood
Greeters: Logan Scheele, Megan Roberts
Broadcast Announcers: Don Wurm, Barry Weichel

This Week, By God’s Grace (May 14th – 21st)
Today
Monday
Tuesday

Thursday

Friday
Saturday
Sunday

Sunday School, Bible Class
Worship – Baptism & Communion
Faculty Meeting
Faculty Devotion
LES Catechism Class
Growing in Hope BIC
Faculty Devotion
LES Catechism
Ladies Aid
WLS Call Day
School Chapel – Pastor Berger
School Dismisses for Summer Break
Life of Luther Seminar in Omaha
Final Sunday School, Bible Class until fall
Worship
(Greeters: Doug & Dianne Weishahn)
(Childcare: Joann Kerwood, Steph Berger)
St. Paul’s Graduation/Coffee Hour at School
Sunday School Teachers’ Meeting Wrap-up
Commissioning Service for Rev. Bounkeo Lor – Kansas City, KS

9:00am
10:00am
7:15am
7:15am
8:30am
7:00-8:00pm
7:15am
8:30am
2:30pm
8:30am
1:00pm
9am-3pm
9:00am
10:00am

11:00am
11:15am
4:00pm

BIRTHDAYS AND ANNIVERSARIES
Today – Cole Weichel Wednesday – Dean Milius Thursday – Randy Schmidt
Friday – M/M Allen Schroeder, Dale Weichel, Tom Person
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Congratulations Graduates! – We offer our congratulations to the
following 2017 graduates:
8th Grade:
➢ Natalie Hueske, Faith Jurgens, Caden Kapke, Anna Schmidt
High School:
➢
Travis Likens (picture is posted on the bulletin board in
the
front entrance of church.)
College:
➢ Hannah Herman – Bachelor’s Degree (Athletic Training) – UNL
(Hannah will be pursuing a Master’s Degree in Sports Education at Gardner Webb
University this fall)
➢ Alyssa Scheele – Bachelor’s Degree (Communications) – William Woods, University,
Fulton, MO
➢ Tara Weishahn – Master’s Degree (Occupational Therapy) – College of St. Mary, Omaha
May the Lord bless them as they use their gifts and talents to serve Him and those around them.
WELS Mobile App – If you have a smartphone, consider downloading the free WELS Mobile
App! Among many other features, on the homepage you will have access to a verse of the day,
a devotion you can either read or have read to you, and a “through the Bible in three years” that
you can either read or have read to you. Might this be a way to be in daily contact with God
through His Word amidst your busy daily life?
NELHS Golf Outing – The need for tuition assistance at NELHS has
never been greater. A fun way to help provide support is through
the annual NELHS golf outing. This year the golf outing moves to
Norfolk at the beautiful Eldorado Hills Golf Course. The date for
the event is Saturday, July 29. We hope you can gather some
friends and join us for golf. If you can't make it or are not a
golfer, consider sponsoring a hole. It appears our school is
growing and there will be more families that need assistance, so
every dollar counts. Forms for golf registration and hole
sponsorship are available on the table in the front entrance.
Card Shower – The family of Jean Roesler would like to honor her with a
card shower for her 95th birthday, which she will be celebrating May
25th. If you would like to send her a card or note, her mailing address is
6235 South 34th Street, Apt. 255, Lincoln, NE 68516.
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WELS Commission on Evangelism – St. Mark (WELS) in Lincoln is hosting a one day workshop
through the WELS Commission on Evangelism on Saturday, June 10, called “Telling the Next
Generation: Utilizing Our Schools for Outreach” from 8:30am-3:00pm. There is a sign-up sheet
on the back table. Anyone who would like to learn about this is encouraged to attend. The
church has already paid for your registration fee. Please sign your name by May 28th if you plan
to attend.
NELHS Adopt-A-Dorm-Room – There is a sign-up sheet on the table in
the front entrance for anyone interested in helping our congregation
wash and paint the walls in a NELHS dorm room or two on Saturday,
June 3rd. Anyone who would like to carpool can meet at church at
8:30AM or meet at NELHS at 9:45AM. All materials will be provided –
we just need your elbow grease!
Vacation Bible School – Just a reminder that St. Paul’s will be hosting Vacation Bible School
June 5-9 for PreK-6th Grade. Student registration forms are now available on the school website
or on Facebook. If you are unable to sign up electronically, please contact Mr. Danner for a
hardcopy. Also, there are sign-up sheets on the table in the front entrance of church for those
who would be willing to bring cookies, teach, or help in various other ways.
Organ Update – At the voters’ meeting on April 23rd, it was decided to schedule John Nolte of
Nolte Organs to finish our organ project in January 2018.
Mr. Nolte has been contacted and is planning to arrive
around December 29, 2017 for this estimated two week
project. As we get closer to the date, more information
will be shared about the ways that we can again use
volunteers to help with this project. The last phase
restored and replaced all our pipes. This phase will restore
the “action” part of our organ and the leather. We are
thankful for Mr. Nolte’s willingness to use his God-given
gifts in this way and work with us for this important
project! So far $13,920.02 has been given for an estimated
$15,000 project.
Student Fund – It has been our tradition at St. Paul’s that a free-will offering is taken for our
Student Fund on the Sunday when we celebrate Ascension. Since we will be celebrating
Ascension Sunday on May 28, please note that the offering will be taken following our worship
service that morning. Together with the Christmas Eve offering, these monies are given to
students in the congregation who are attending a WELS Lutheran high school or college, or
Wisconsin Lutheran Seminary to help defray tuition expenses.
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Cards – Please note that the card rack has been moved to the old preschool area in our church
basement. Cards for various occasions are available at cost ($.50/each).
Upcoming Camps
WELS Youth Camp Jefferson—The dates for camp this year are Friday, July 28, through Sunday,
July 30. The camp is for children entering grades 3 - 8 and the cost per child is $55. Registrations
must be submitted before July 7th and can be done on the camp website:
www.welscampjefferson-welsne.org. Payment and donations can be made by check or by
PayPal on the website. If you have any questions feel free to send an email to
welscampjefferson@gmail.com or call Pastor Steve Kruschel at 402-745-0055. The theme for
camp this year is “A Mighty Fortress”).
WELS Teen Camp—The dates for WELS Teen Camp this year are
Sunday, July 30, through Wednesday, August 2, at Camp Jefferson,
Fairbury, Nebraska. The camp is for those entering 9th grade through
age 19 and the cost is $65 per person. For additional information
please
contact
Steve
Baumann
at
402-3108538/welsteencamp@yahoo.com. Online registration started May 1.
Nebraska Lutheran Multi-Sports Camp
→ When: June 11-14
→ Ages: Entering grades 5-9
→ What: 3½ days of Christian fun (learning some skills in sports,
meeting new people)
→ Who: Everyone is welcome
→ Cost: $75 On-Campus Rate (includes 8 meals, lodging, awards,
and t-shirt)
$60 Commuter Rate (includes 8 meals, awards, and t-shirt)
→ For more information: Contact Activities’ Director Benjy Wells
(bwells@nelhs.org)
(Please note: Registration forms are available on the table in the front entrance of church or at
the school office. The registration deadline date is May 26th.)
Thank You Pastor Dauck –We thank Pastor Justin Dauck who serves the saints of St. Paul’s
(WELS) in Roscoe, SD and St. John’s (WELS) in Bowdle, SD for sharing God’s Word with us this
morning.
Commissioning Service–Rev. Bounkeo Lor will be commissioned to serve as the Hmong Asia
Ministry Coordinator on May 21st at 4:00 p.m. The service will be at Grace Hmong Lutheran
Church in Kansas City, KS. Our congregation is invited to attend.
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