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St. Paul’s Evangelical Lutheran Church 

Plymouth, Nebraska

 

Confirmation 
of 

Chloe Herman, Johnathan Kerwood,  
and Hannah Strein 

 

May 1st, 2016 
 

Confirmation is a church rite for those who 
have been baptized and instructed in the 
Christian faith. This public ceremony allows 
the opportunity for the confirmands to 
publicly confess their faith, to be prayed for 
by both family and congregation, and to be 
admitted as those who are able to 
“examine themselves” so that they may 
now receive the Lord’s Supper as 
communicant members of this 
congregation. 
  

The White Robe is a symbol of the 
Christian’s holiness in the sight of God 
because of the cleansing blood of Christ.  

The Examination allows the confirmands to 
explain in detail the doctrines they have 
come to know and believe from the study of 
God’s Word and Luther’s Small Catechism. 
This examination is an excellent review, not 
just for them, but for all who witness the 
examination. It is not a test to determine 
whether they will be confirmed.  
 

The Bended Knee is a confession we all 
make: God is above us and we are below 
God. The confirmands humbly come before 
Him, not taking their promises lightly, and 
asking God to bless and keep them.  
 

The Confirmation Verse is a passage each 
confirmand has chosen for himself/herself. 
The verse is intended to be a guide and 
encouragement throughout the life of each 
confirmand. It is also our custom here at St. 
Paul’s to use the confirmand’s verse at 
his/her funeral.  
 

The Handshake is a sign of fellowship. The 
confirmands reject the devil and all his lies 
and commit their lives to being disciples of 
our Lord Jesus Christ.  
 

Finally, confirmation is an important 
milestone in the lives of these young 
Christians, but not as important as what 
comes before it and after it. Having been 
brought to faith in Holy Baptism and 
strengthened through God’s Word, our 
confirmands realize that God’s Word and 
the Lord’s Supper are a never-ending source 
of strength, courage, and comfort. May God 
keep them in His care, and bring them at 
last, with all believers, to the never-ending 
joys of heaven.
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ORDER OF SERVICE 
 
Ringing of the Bells 
 
 
 

M: In the name of the Father and of the Son (+) and of the Holy Spirit. 
C: Amen. 
 

Introduction to the hymn. 

 

 

M: Oh, how I love Your law! 
C: I meditate on it all day long. 
M: Your commands make me wiser than my enemies, 
C: for they are ever with me. 
M: I have more insight than all my teachers, 
C: for I meditate on Your statutes. 
M: How sweet are Your words to my taste, 
C: sweeter than honey to my mouth! (Psalm 119:97-99,103) 
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M: All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting, and training in 
righteousness, 

C: so that the man of God may be thoroughly equipped for every good work. (2 Timothy 3:16,17) 
M: Yet, so often we have despised God’s Word and failed to gladly hear and learn it. For this and all our 

sins, we bow before God and humbly ask His forgiveness. 
C: Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful, and that I have disobeyed You in my 

thoughts, words, and actions. I have done what is evil and failed to do what is good. For this I 
deserve Your punishment both now and in eternity. But I am truly sorry for my sins, and trusting 
in my Savior Jesus Christ, I pray: Lord, have mercy on me, a sinner.  

 

 
 

 
M: God gave His word so “that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that by 

believing you may have life in His name” (John 20:31). The Scriptures testify about Jesus, who lived a 
perfect life for you, died on the cross to pay for all your sins, and rose again to assure you of your 
salvation. Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by His authority, I forgive you all your sins in 
the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen. 
 

 
(Taken from Christian Worship Supplement, © 2008, NPH. Reprinted under Onelicense.net #A-711841.) 
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Prayer of the Day  
M:  Lord, keep us steadfast in your Word. We ask you to grant these confirmands and all of us the zeal 

to further learn and study the Scriptures. As we do, continue to send your Holy Spirit to point us to 
your Son, Jesus, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  

C:  Amen. 
 
Examination  
 

Choir Anthem “Seek Ye First” by Lafferty/arr. Wagner  

 
Lesson – Jeremiah 29:11 (Hannah Strein) 
“For I know the plans I have for you,” declares the LORD, “plans to prosper you and not to harm you, 
plans to give you hope and a future.” 
 
Hymn – “In Christ Alone” (CWS 752) – see p. 9 of the service folder 
 
Lesson – 2 Timothy 4:7 (John Kerwood) 
I have fought the good fight, I have finished the race, I have kept the faith. 
 

Hymn – “Fight the Good Fight” (CW 457) – see p. 10 of the service folder 
 
Lesson – Joshua 1:9 (Chloe Herman) 
“Have I not commanded you? Be strong and courageous. Do not be terrified; do not be discouraged, for 
the LORD your God will be with you wherever you go.” 
 
Offering 
 
The Rite of Confirmation                                
The confirmands will come to the front.  
M: Brother and sisters in Christ, our Lord Jesus said to His disciples: “All authority in heaven and on earth 
has been given to me. Therefore, go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the 
Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything I 
have commanded you. And surely I am with you always, to the very end of the 
age.  
 

In obedience to the Lord’s command, you have been baptized in the name of the 
Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. You have been taught the precious 
truths of the Christian faith as confessed by the Evangelical Lutheran Church. 
You know what God has given you by His grace and what He expects of you as His dear 
child. You now have the privilege of receiving the Lord’s body and blood in the 
Sacrament of Holy Communion.  
 

You are here to make a public profession of your Christian faith. The apostle Paul, writing to the Romans, 
said: “If you confess with your mouth, ‘Jesus is Lord’ and believe in your heart that God raised Him from 
the dead, you will be saved.” For it is with your heart that you believe and are justified, and it is with 
your mouth that you confess and are saved. Everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved.”  
Therefore, lift up your hearts to the God of all grace and joyfully answer these questions. 
  



5 
 

M: Do you this day, in the presence of God and of this congregation, acknowledge that in Baptism, God 
gave you forgiveness of sins, life, and salvation? If so, answer I do.  
R: I do.  
 

M: Do you reject the devil along with all his lies and empty promises? If so, answer I do.  
R: I do.  
 

M: Do you believe in God the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit? If so, recite the Apostles’ 
Creed.  
R: I believe in God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth.  
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin 
Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. He descended into hell. The 
third day he rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of God 
the Father almighty. From there he will come to judge the living and the dead.  
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,  
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.  
 

M: Do you believe all the books of the Bible to be the inspired Word of God? If so, answer I do.  
R: I do.  
 

M: Do you believe that the teaching of the Evangelical Lutheran Church, as you have learned to know it 
from Luther’s Small Catechism, is faithful and true to the Word of God? If so, answer I do.  
R: I do.  
 

M: Do you intend to continue steadfast in this teaching and to endure all things, even death, rather than 
fall away from it? If so, answer I do, and I ask God to help me.  
R: I do, and I ask God to help me.  
 

M: Do you intend faithfully to conform all your life to the teachings of God’s Word, to be faithful in the 
use of the Word and Sacrament, and in faith and action remain true to God – Father, Son, and Holy Spirit 
– as long as you live? If so, answer I do, and I ask God to help me.  
R: I do, and I ask God to help me.  
 

M: Since it is God alone who enables us both to will and to do His good pleasure, it is right for us, dear 
friends in Christ, to call on Him for these confirmands, that He would graciously complete the good work 
which He has begun in them. Let us, therefore, bow our heads and pray.  
 

The congregation is asked to stand. 
 

Prayer  
M: Almighty God, in Baptism You made these confirmands members of the body of Your dear Son, Jesus 
Christ. You washed them by His blood, buried them with Him in His death, and gave them a new life in 
His resurrection. Renew them by the Holy Spirit, which You have poured out on them generously 
through Jesus Christ our Savior. Let them live out their lives as heirs of eternal life. Lead them to serve 
Your Church in holiness and righteousness all their days. Keep them in fellowship with all who wait for 
the return of our Savior Jesus Christ, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever.  
C: Amen.   
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Lord’s Prayer  
C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on 
earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive 
those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is 
the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.  
 
The congregation is seated and the confirmands come forward and kneel individually. The minister lays 
his hand on the head of each one and speaks the Scripture passage. Upon standing, the confirmand is 
greeted with a handshake as a sign of fellowship. 
  

M: Hannah Rose Strein   
“For I know the plans I have for you,” declares the LORD, “plans to prosper you and not to harm you, 

plans to give you hope and a future.” 
Jeremiah 29:11 

 

Hannah, may the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace as you trust in Him, so that you may 
overflow with hope by the power of the Holy Spirit. 

 
M: Johnathan Joel Kerwood   

“I have fought the good fight, I have finished the race, I have kept the faith.” 
2 Timothy 4:7 

 

Johnathan, may God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, give you His Holy Spirit, the Spirit of wisdom 
and knowledge, of grace and prayer, of power and strength, of sanctification and the fear of God. 
 
M: Chloe Elizabeth Herman   

  “Have I not commanded you? Be strong and courageous. Do not be terrified; do not be discouraged, 
for the LORD your God will be with you wherever you go.” 

Joshua 1:9 
  

Chloe, may you continue to live in the Lord Jesus Christ, rooted and built up in him, strengthened in the 
faith as you were taught, and overflowing with thankfulness. 
 
Recitation of Psalm 23  
 
Class Hymn “Speak O Lord” (CWS 735) – see p. 11 of the service folder 
(stanza 1 – confirmands, stanzas 2-3 – congregation)  
 
Please stand.  
 
Prayer  
M: Lord God, heavenly Father, we thank and praise You for Your great goodness in bringing these 
daughters and son of Yours to the knowledge of Your Son, Jesus Christ, and in giving them both hearts to 
believe and mouths to confess His saving name. Enable them to bring forth the fruits of faith and to 
continue steadfast and victorious until the day comes when all who have fought the good fight of faith 
shall receive the crown of righteousness, through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns 
with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  
C: Amen. 
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Blessing  
M: The Lord bless you and keep you.  
  The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.  
  The Lord look on you with favor and  give you peace.  
C:  Amen. 
 
Please remain standing for our closing hymn.  
 

Closing Hymn – “Go, My Children, with My Blessing” (CW 332) – see p. 12 of the service folder 
(At the beginning of the fourth stanza, the confirmands will exit and form a greeting line outside of 
church.)  
 
                                             

NOTES AND NEWS  
May 1st, 2016 

 
Pastor Fred Berger                     Principal Andrew Danner 
C-402-239-4509   O-402-656-3003  C-402-433-5349   O-402-656-4465 
pastorberger@gmail.com         danner@stpaulsplymouth.org 

 
Organist: Rachel Schroeder 
Teen Usher: Travis Likens 
Greeters: Doug & Dianne Weishahn 
Broadcast Announcers: Craig Scheele, Nathan Schwab 
Broadcast Sponsor: Our broadcast today is sponsored by the members of St. Paul’s Ladies Aid  
            of Plymouth, Nebraska 
 

 
BIRTHDAYS AND ANNIVERSARIES 

Tuesday – Bill Jurgens 
Wednesday – Sandy Freese 

Thursday – Rachel Schroeder, Dennis Scheiding 
Friday – Bruce Wollenburg 

Saturday – M/M Brian Scheele, Andrea Weichel 
Sunday – Johnathan Kerwood 

 
This Week, By God’s Grace (May 1

st
 – May 8

th
) 

Today 
 

Sunday School, Bible Class 
Worship-Confirmation  

9:00am 
10:00am 

Tuesday Geneva Track Meet (Grades 2-8)  
Friday 
Saturday 
Sunday 
 

St. Paul’s, Beatrice Track Meet (Grades K-8) 
NELHS Track Meet for LES at Utica (Grades 3-8) 
Sunday School, Bible Class 
Worship-Communion-Student Fund Door Offering 
          (Greeters: Ryan & Dawn Meyer) 
          (Childcare: Andrea Weichel, Karen Schroeder) 
 

10:00am 
9:00am 
9:00am 

10:00am 
 
 

mailto:pastorberger@gmail.com
mailto:danner@stpaulsplymouth.org
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Hard Copy Time/Talents Survey — If you did not fill out the time/talents survey online, the Stewardship 
Committee wants you to know that it is permanently available on our website under the tab “Time and 
Talents Form.”  On the back table, you can also find hard copies of the survey.  If you would like to fill out 
the hard copy, please do so and place it in Nick Schroeder’s church mailbox.  Thank you for taking the 
time to do this! 
 

Graduations – If you have a son or daughter graduating from college this spring and would like to have 
his/her name included in the May 8

th
 bulletin, please contact Deb (deb@stpaulsplymouth.org/402-656-

3003) before Friday morning. Along with the graduate’s name, please include the name of the school 
attended, the degree, and the field of study.  Thank you! 
 

Greeting Schedule – The summer greeting schedule will be compiled soon. If you have not served as a 
greeter in the past but would like to do so, or if you have served in the past and are unable to do so now, 
please contact the church office. Thank you! 
 

Thank You – We recently received the following thank you notes: 
  Thank you to Pastor Berger for the special prayer the other Sunday, and to the members of St. Paul’s 
for your concern, thoughts, prayers, and cards when I was not feeling well. I am better and doing well. 
Your Christian love and care is deeply appreciated!          Jean Roesler 
 
   We would like to thank all who remembered us with prayers, cards, food, and caring words after the 
passing of my mother.  It is a wonderful reminder of what a blessing it is to be a part of St. Paul's 
Christian family.                                 Karen and Daryl Bergmeier 
 

Call Decisions – Mrs. Rebecca Briney has accepted our call to be our K-1 teacher. Miss Rachel Feld has 
returned the call that we extended to her to teach grades 4-5. 
 

Organ Presentation – The weekend of May 21-22, Mr. John Nolte will be here to inspect our organ and 
compile a list of what he feels are needed repairs. On Sunday, May 22, he will give a presentation after 
our worship service regarding our organ and repair suggestions. Anyone who would like to attend the 
presentation is invited to do so. 
 

Special Thanks – Thank you to those from the Men’s Work Group who helped clean the storage area in 
the shed and wash the exterior siding this past Thursday. Your help was greatly appreciated! Anyone 
who would like to help on the next work day is asked to contact Stan Hueske (402-656-3455/402-239-
5791/sghueske@windstream.net). 

mailto:deb@stpaulsplymouth.org/402-656-3003
mailto:deb@stpaulsplymouth.org/402-656-3003
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              752                                                                            In Christ Alone 

 
                    Reprinted under CCLI  License #3240029.  
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 457                                  Fight the Good Fight 

 
        Text, Tune, Setting – Public Domain 
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                 735                                  Speak, O Lord 
 
 

 
                     Reprinted under CCLI License #3240029. 
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                332                                           Go, My Children, with My Blessing 

          Christian Worship # 332 - Text :©1983 Jaroslav J. Vajda.  Used by permission.  Tune: public domain. Setting: Harmonized by Ralph Vaughan Williams.  
          From the English Hymnal by permission of Oxford University Press. 


