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Welcome 

 

 
 

 

 If you do not want to use a paper bulletin this morning, you can access the bulletin on our 
website – www.stpaulsplymouth.org. The entire worship service is printed out so that you do 
not need to use the hymnal. 

 Offering plates can be found at the entrances. After the sermon, the offering plates will be 
brought to the altar during the singing of a hymn. This is a reminder that giving offerings for 
gospel ministry is an act of worship. 

 May the Lord bless the time we spend together around his Word this morning! If you are 
looking for a church to call home, please contact Pastor Berger (pastorberger@gmail.com; 
call/text 402-239-4509) or Pastor Dauck (justin.dauck@gmail.com; call/text 402-806-9082) or 
stop by the church office.  They would love to serve you with God’s Word! 

 If you desire, there is a nursery in the back on the west side of the church, but please know 
that your children are ALWAYS welcome in our service no matter how much noise they make. 
We’re happy to have them hear the Word and join us praising God with their voices! 

 Before you leave, please sign the guest register. It is located on the top of the stairs in the 
church entryway. 

 Please talk to one of the Elders (seated in the back of the church) if you have questions about 
the service or the congregation. 

 Large print service folders are available. Please speak to one of the Elders if this would be of 
assistance to you. 

 Listening assist devices are available at St. Paul’s. Please speak to one of the Elders if you 
would like one for this morning’s service. 

 Our Sunday morning service can be heard on KWBE 1450AM (94.7FM) and viewed live and 
archived at www.stpaulsplymouth.org. Please share this information with those who are not 
able to attend. 

 Prayers before Worship can be found in Christian Worship: Hymnal, pp. 255-258. 
 
 

Focus for Our Worship 

 

 

 
 
 

 

THANK YOU for joining us for worship today! We pray that your spiritual life will be 

nourished through the Gospel that comes to us through the  Word and Sacraments. 

 

   A devoted commitment is at the center of Christianity.  But it’s not the devoted 

commitment of a human for God.  The center of Christianity is God’s devoted commitment for 

humans!  Even believers will at times demonstrate lukewarm commitment at best. Instead, at 

the heart of Christianity we find God’s devotion and commitment to us. It is a devoted 

commitment so strong that it put Jesus on the cross. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.stpaulsplymouth.org/
mailto:pastorberger@gmail.com
mailto:justin.dauck@gmail.com
http://www.stpaulsplymouth.org/
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Service of the Word 
Christian Worship 93 

 

Sing, My Tongue, the Glorious Battle CW 419 

Please stand for the singing of the 5th Stanza… 

 

 

 

 
Text: Venantius Fortunatus, c. 530–609, abr.; (st. 1): tr. Michael D. Schultz, b. 1963; (sts. 2–5): tr. John Mason Neale, 1818–1866, alt. 

Tune: Carl F. Schalk, 1929–2021 

Text (st. 1): © 2021 Northwestern Publishing House. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 711841 

Text (sts. 2–5): Public domain 

Tune: © 1967 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 711841 
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GREETING, CONFESSION OF SINS, AND HOLY ABSOLUTION 
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be 

with you. 
C: And also with you. 
 

P: We have come into the presence of God, who created us to love and serve him as his dear 
children. But we have disobeyed him and deserve only his wrath and punishment. Therefore, 
let us confess our sins to him and plead for his mercy. 

c: Merciful Father in heaven, I am altogether sinful from birth. In countless ways I have sinned 
against you and do not deserve to be called your child. But trusting in Jesus, my Savior, I 
pray: Have mercy on me according to your unfailing love. Cleanse me from my sin, and take 
away my guilt. 

P God, our heavenly Father, has forgiven all your sins. By the perfect life and innocent death of 
our Lord Jesus Christ, he has removed your guilt forever. You are his own dear child. May God 
give you strength to live according to his will. 

C: Amen. 
 

 

P In the peace of this forgiveness, let us praise the Lord: 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 
P Eternal God and Father, help us to remember Jesus, who obeyed your will and bore the cross 

for our salvation, that through his anguish, pain, and death we may receive the forgiveness of 
sins, victory over the grave, and finally inherit eternal life; through your Son, Jesus Christ our 
Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 

 
 
 

Please be seated 
 

THE WORD 
 

FIRST LESSON – Isaiah 43:1-7a 
In devoted commitment the LORD promises his people that he will be right there with them. 
 

But now this is what the LORD says,  
the LORD who created you, O Jacob, the LORD who formed you, O Israel.  

Do not be afraid, because I have redeemed you.  
I have called you by name. You are mine.  
2When you cross through the waters, I will be with you.  
When you cross the rivers, they will not sweep you away.  
When you walk through fire, you will not be burned,  
and the flame will not set you on fire.  
3Because I am the LORD your God, the Holy One of Israel, your Savior,  
I gave Egypt as your ransom, Cush and Seba in exchange for you.  
4Because you are precious and honored in my eyes, and I myself love you,  
I will give people in exchange for you, and peoples in exchange for your life.  
5Do not be afraid, because I am with you.  
From the east I will bring your offspring,  
and from the west I will gather you.  
6I will say to the north, “Give them back!” and to the south, “Do not hold them.”  
Bring my sons from far away and my daughters from the end of the earth— 
7everyone who is called by my name… 

 

P The Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
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121D Keep Me as the Apple of Your Eye Psalm 121D 

 

 

 
 I lift up my eyes to the / mountains— 

    where does my help / come from? 

My help comes / from the LORD, 

    the maker of heav- / en and earth. 

He will not let your / foot slip— 

    he who watches over you will not / slumber; 

indeed, he who watches over / Israel 

    will neither slum- / ber nor sleep.   Refrain 

  

The LORD watches / over you— 

    the LORD is your shade at / your right hand; 

the sun will not harm / you by day, 

    nor the / moon by night. 

The LORD will keep you / from all harm— 

    he will watch o- / ver your life; 

the LORD will watch over your coming and / going 

    both now and for- / evermore. 

Glory be to the Father and / to the Son 

    and to the Holy / Spirit, 

as it was in the be- / ginning, 

    is now, and will be forever. / Amen.    Refrain 

Tune: Jane Marshall; Tune: © 1986 Choristers Guild. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 711841 

Setting: © 1993 Kermit G. Moldenhauer, admin. Northwestern Publishing House. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 711841 
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SECOND LESSON – Hebrews 5:7-9 
Because he was truly human, Jesus did not relish having to suffer for our salvation. Yet he 
submitted to the cross out of his devoted commitment to us. 
7In the days of his flesh, he offered prayers and pleas with loud cries and tears to the one who was 
able to save him from death, and he was heard because of his reverence. 8Although he was the 
Son, he learned obedience from the things he suffered. 9After he was brought to his goal, he 
became the source of eternal salvation for everyone who obeys him… 
 

P The Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 
VERSE OF THE DAY – 1 John 4:9,10 
9This is how God’s love for us was revealed: God has sent his only-begotten Son into the world so 
that we may live through him. 10This is love: not that we have loved God, but that he loved us and 
sent his Son to be the atoning sacrifice for our sins. 
 

Please stand 
 

HOLY GOSPEL – John 12:20-33  
Though the thought of the cross troubled his soul, Jesus was committed to glorifying his Father’s 
name by winning eternal life for us. 

20Now there were some Greeks among those who went up to worship at the Festival. 21They 
came to Philip, who was from Bethsaida in Galilee, and asked him, “Sir, we want to see Jesus.” 
22Philip went to tell Andrew. Andrew came with Philip and told Jesus.  

23Jesus answered them, “The time has come for the Son of Man to be glorified. 24Amen, Amen, 
I tell you: Unless a kernel of wheat falls to the ground and dies, it continues to be one kernel. But if 
it dies, it produces much grain. 25Anyone who loves his life destroys it. And the one who hates his 
life in this world will hold on to it for eternal life. 26If anyone serves me, let him follow me. And 
where I am, there my servant will be also. If anyone serves me, the Father will honor him.  

27“Now my soul is troubled. And what shall I say? ‘Father, save me from this hour’? No, this is 
the reason I came to this hour. 28Father, glorify your name!”  

A voice came from heaven: “I have glorified my name, and I will glorify it again.”  
29The crowd standing there heard it and said it thundered. Others said an angel talked to him. 

30Jesus answered, “This voice was not for my sake but for yours.  
31“Now is the judgment of this world. Now the ruler of this world will be thrown out. 32And I, 

when I am lifted up from the earth, will draw all people to myself.” 33He said this to indicate what 
kind of death he was going to die. 
 

P This is the Gospel of the Lord!  
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Please be seated 

Christ, the Life of All the Living CW 396 sts. 1, 5–7 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: Ernst C. Homburg, 1605–1681, abr.; (sts. 1, 5, 7): tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827–1878, alt.; (st. 6): tr. Evangelical Lutheran Hymn-Book, 1912, alt. 

Tune: Das grosse Cantional, Darmstadt, 1687, alt. 

Text and tune: Public domain 
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SERMON  

 

“Sinners living in a sin-cursed world” 
“Sinners traversing this vale of tears” 

 

But now this is what the LORD says 
 

 
When you feel that you _____________________________________________________. 
But now this is what the LORD says, the LORD who created you, O Jacob, the LORD who 
formed you, O Israel. Do not be afraid, because I have redeemed you.  
 
 
 
When you feel that you _____________________________________________________. 
But now this is what the LORD says…I have called you by name. You are mine.  
 
 
 
When you feel that you _____________________________________________________. 
But now this is what the LORD says…2When you cross through the waters, I will be with 
you. When you cross the rivers, they will not sweep you away. When you walk through 
fire, you will not be burned, and the flame will not set you on fire. 3Because I am the 
LORD your God, the Holy One of Israel, your Savior, I gave Egypt as your ransom, Cush 
and Seba in exchange for you. 4Because you are precious and honored in my eyes, and I 
myself love you, I will give people in exchange for you, and peoples in exchange for your 
life. 5Do not be afraid, because I am with you.  
 
 
 
When you feel that you _____________________________________________________. 
But now this is what the LORD says…From the east I will bring your offspring, and from 
the west I will gather you. 6I will say to the north, “Give them back!” and to the south, 
“Do not hold them.” Bring my sons from far away and my daughters from the end of the 
earth—7everyone who is called by my name… 
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Please stand 
 
APOSTLES’ CREED 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth.   
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born 
of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. He 
descended into hell. The third day he rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven and is 
seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty. From there he will come to judge the living 
and the dead.  

 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the 
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.  

 
Please be seated 
 

The offering will be brought forward during the hymn. 

We Give Thee but Thine Own CW 750 

 

 
Text: William W. How, 1823–1897, abr. 

Tune: William H. Monk, 1823–1889 

Text and tune: Public domain 

 

 
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH  
 
LORD’S PRAYER 
c Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done 

on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as 
we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 
from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever.  Amen. 
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Not unto Us CW 582 

St. Paul’s School Hymn of the Week 

 

 

 

 
Text: Kurt J. Eggert, 1923–1993, alt.; Tune: Kurt J. Eggert, 1923–1993 

Text and tune: © 1975 Kurt J. Eggert, admin. Northwestern Publishing House. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 711841 

 

Please stand 
 
CLOSING PRAYER AND BLESSING 
P Almighty God, we thank you for teaching us the things you want us to believe and do. Help us 

by your Holy Spirit to keep your Word in pure hearts that we may be strengthened in faith, 
guided in holiness, and comforted in life and in death, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who 
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
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P Brothers and sisters, go in peace. Live in harmony with one another. Serve the Lord with 
gladness. The LORD bless you and keep you. 

   The LORD make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
   The LORD look on you with favor and give % you peace. 

 
 

Please be seated 
 

He Will Hold Me Fast CW 813 

The congregation is asked to sing along with the soloist (10AM). 
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Text (sts. 1–2): Matt Merker, b. 1984, alt.; (sts. 1, Ref, 2): Ada Habershon, 1861–1918; (st. 3): Matt Merker, b. 1984 

Tune: Matt Merker, b. 1984 

Text (sts. 1–2): Public domain 

Text (sts. Ref, 3) and tune: © 2013 Getty Music Publishing and Matt Merker, admin. MusicServices.org. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 711841 
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Due to privacy issues, if you would like to receive our weekly News and Notes with current 
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