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The Common Service 
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Welcome 

 
 

 

 If you desire, there is a nursery in the back on the west side of the church, but please know 
that your children are ALWAYS welcome in our service no matter how much noise they 
make. We’re happy to have them hear the Word and join us praising God with their voices! 
 

 Before you leave, please sign the guest register.  It is located on the top of the stairs in the 
church entryway. 

 

 Please talk to one of the Elders (seated in the back of the church) if you have questions 
about the service or the congregation. 
 

 Large print service folders are available.  Please speak to one of the Elders if this would be 
of assistance to you. 
 

 Our Sunday morning service can be heard on KWBE 1450AM (94.7FM) and viewed live and 
archived at www.stpaulsplymouth.org.  Please share this information with those who are 
not able to attend worship. 
 

 Prayers before Worship can be found in Christian Worship – A Lutheran Hymnal, pages 10-
11.  
 
 

Broadcast Sponsor 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

Focus for Our Worship 
     

Our broadcast this morning is sponsored by Vaughn & Judith Domeier of Sutton, NE out of 
thankfulness for the blessings provided through our broadcast ministry. 

 

  

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

THANK YOU for joining us for worship today! 

We pray that your spiritual life will be nourished through Word and Sacrament. 
 

Not a holy life…not acts of obedience…not following man-made laws.  Only a simple trust in 
the promise of God brings the gift of living water for thirsty souls. In the first and second 
lessons, we read about Abraham.  Abraham believed God’s promise and so became not 
only the father of a nation, but the forefather of the Promised Savior who would bless all 
people. He had faith in God who justifies the wicked, and so God credited it to him as 
righteousness. By this same faith, Christ gives righteousness to all who believe and brings 
sinful Samaritans and modern Gentiles like us into the family of God. 
 

http://www.stpaulsplymouth.org/
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The Common Service 
(page 15 of Christian Worship) 

 

Opening Hymn “In Hopelessness and Near Despair” CWS 738 

 
   

   Reprinted with permission under One License#A-711841. All rights reserved. 
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Please Stand 

 
 
Invocation 
M In the name of the Father and of the Son % and of the Holy Spirit.  

 
 
 
Confession of Sins and Holy Absolution 
M: Beloved in the Lord: let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins to God our 

Father, asking Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness.  
 

c: Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful and that I have disobeyed 
You in my thoughts, words, and actions. I have done what is evil and failed to do what is 
good. For this I deserve Your punishment both now and in eternity. But I am truly sorry for 
my sins, and trusting in my Savior Jesus Christ, I pray: Lord, have mercy on me, a sinner.  

 
 
 
M: God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has given His only Son to be the 

atoning sacrifice for our sins. Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by His authority, I 
forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son % and of the Holy Spirit.  
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M In the peace of this forgiveness, let us praise the Lord.  
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Prayer of the Day  
M: The Lord be with you.  

 
 
 

M:  Let us pray.   
Almighty God, You see that we have no power to defend ourselves. Guard and keep us both 
outwardly and inwardly from all adversities that may happen to the body and from all evil 
thoughts that may assault and hurt the soul; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and 
reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 
 
 
 

 
 

First Lesson — Genesis 12:1-8 
God’s plan of salvation called for one special nation which would carry the Promise of the Savior 
meant for all people. From the beginning, this nation would be built on faith in the promises of 
God.  

 
     The LORD had said to Abram, “Leave your country, your people and your father’s household 

and go to the land I will show you. 2“I will make you into a great nation and I will bless you; I will 
make your name great, and you will be a blessing. 3I will bless those who bless you, and whoever 
curses you I will curse; and all peoples on earth will be blessed through you.”  

4 So Abram left, as the LORD had told him; and Lot went with him. Abram was seventy-five 
years old when he set out from Haran. 5 He took his wife Sarai, his nephew Lot, all the 
possessions they had accumulated and the people they had acquired in Haran, and they set out 
for the land of Canaan, and they arrived there.  

6 Abram traveled through the land as far as the site of the great tree of Moreh at Shechem. At 
that time the Canaanites were in the land. 7 The LORD appeared to Abram and said, “To your 
offspring I will give this land.” So he built an altar there to the LORD, who had appeared to him.  

8 From there he went on toward the hills east of Bethel and pitched his tent, with Bethel on 
the west and Ai on the east. There he built an altar to the LORD and called on the name of the 
LORD. 
 
Psalm of the Day — Psalm 121, which can be found on page 112 in the front portion of the 
hymnal 
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Second Lesson — Romans 4:1-5, 13-17 
Paul taught the Romans about faith by using Abraham as an example. Faith is simply receiving 
the grace of God by trusting in His promises. Abraham’s righteousness did not come by doing, 
but by believing that God justifies the wicked. God, for us as well, gives us righteousness in the 
place of our wickedness.  
 

     What then shall we say that Abraham, our forefather, discovered in this matter? 2 If, in fact, 
Abraham was justified by works, he had something to boast about—but not before God. 3 What 
does the Scripture say? “Abraham believed God, and it was credited to him as righteousness.” 

4 Now when a man works, his wages are not credited to him as a gift, but as an obligation.        
5 However, to the man who does not work but trusts God who justifies the wicked, his faith is 
credited as righteousness. 

13 It was not through law that Abraham and his offspring received the promise that he would 
be heir of the world, but through the righteousness that comes by faith. 14 For if those who live 
by law are heirs, faith has no value and the promise is worthless, 15 because law brings wrath. 
And where there is no law there is no transgression.  

16 Therefore, the promise comes by faith, so that it may be by grace and may be guaranteed to 
all Abraham’s offspring—not only to those who are of the law but also to those who are of the 
faith of Abraham. He is the father of us all. 17 As it is written: “I have made you a father of many 
nations.” He is our father in the sight of God, in whom he believed—the God who gives life to 
the dead and calls things that are not as though they were.  
 
 
Verse of the Day — Philippians 2:8b 
M  Jesus humbled himself and became obedient to death, even death on a cross.  
 
 
Holy Gospel  
M:  The Gospel of St. John, chapter 4, beginning at verse 5:  
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5 So he came to a town in Samaria called Sychar, near the plot of ground Jacob had given to his 
son Joseph. 6 Jacob’s well was there, and Jesus, tired as he was from the journey, sat down by 
the well. It was about the sixth hour.  

7 When a Samaritan woman came to draw water, Jesus said to her, “Will you give me a drink?” 
8 (His disciples had gone into the town to buy food.)  

9 The Samaritan woman said to him, “You are a Jew and I am a Samaritan woman. How can 
you ask me for a drink?” (For Jews do not associate with Samaritans.)  

10 Jesus answered her, “If you knew the gift of God and who it is that asks you for a drink, you 
would have asked him and he would have given you living water.”  

11 “Sir,” the woman said, “you have nothing to draw with and the well is deep. Where can you 
get this living water? 12 Are you greater than our father Jacob, who gave us the well and drank 
from it himself, as did also his sons and his flocks and herds?”  

13 Jesus answered, “Everyone who drinks this water will be thirsty again, 14 but whoever drinks 
the water I give him will never thirst. Indeed, the water I give him will become in him a spring of 
water welling up to eternal life.”  

15 The woman said to him, “Sir, give me this water so that I won’t get thirsty and have to keep 
coming here to draw water.”  

16 He told her, “Go, call your husband and come back.”  
17 “I have no husband,” she replied.  
Jesus said to her, “You are right when you say you have no husband. 18 The fact is, you have 

had five husbands, and the man you now have is not your husband. What you have just said is 
quite true.”  

19 “Sir,” the woman said, “I can see that you are a prophet. 20 Our fathers worshiped on this 
mountain, but you Jews claim that the place where we must worship is in Jerusalem.”  

21 Jesus declared, “Believe me, woman, a time is coming when you will worship the Father 
neither on this mountain nor in Jerusalem. 22 You Samaritans worship what you do not know; we 
worship what we do know, for salvation is from the Jews. 23 Yet a time is coming and has now 
come when the true worshipers will worship the Father in spirit and truth, for they are the kind 
of worshipers the Father seeks. 24 God is spirit, and his worshipers must worship in spirit and in 
truth.”  

25 The woman said, “I know that Messiah” (called Christ) “is coming. When he comes, he will 
explain everything to us.”  

26 Then Jesus declared, “I who speak to you am he.”  
 
 

M  This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
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Apostles’ Creed 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth.  
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born 
of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. He 
descended into hell. The third day He rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven and 
is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty. From there He will come to judge the 
living and the dead. 

  

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the 
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.  
 
 
Hymn of the Day “I Heard the Voice of Jesus Say” CW 338 
 
 
Sermon — The Water You Need! 
 
 
After the sermon, the congregation sings: 
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Offering  
 
 
Prayer of the Church 
Lord’s Prayer 
c: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be  
 done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our   
 trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, 
 but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever  
 and ever. Amen. 
 
 
Hymn “Upon the Cross Extended” CW 113 
 
 

M  Almighty God, grant to Your Church the Holy Spirit and the wisdom that comes from above. 
Let nothing hinder Your Word from being freely proclaimed to the joy and edifying of Christ’s 
holy people, so that we may serve You in steadfast faith and confess Your name as long as we 
live, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, now and forever. 

 
 
 
M The Lord bless you and keep you.  

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.  
The Lord look on you with favor and + give you peace.  

 
 
 
Closing Hymn “There Is a Redeemer” CWS 747, which can be found on page 11 of this worship 
folder. 
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  Reprinted with permission under CCLI #3240029. All rights reserved. 
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NOTES AND NEWS 
 
 

Pastor Fred Berger                 Principal Andrew Danner 
C-402-239-4509   O-402-656-3003                                    C-402-433-5349   O-402-656-4465 
pastorberger@gmail.com                                                           danner@stpaulsplymouth.org 
 

 

Organist: Rachel Schroeder 
Teen Usher: Nick Scheele 
Greeters: Andrew & Jaime Danner 
Childcare: Deb Milius, Amy Weichel 
Broadcast Announcers: Michael Wells, Eric Bekemeyer 
 

 
 
 

BIRTHDAYS AND ANNIVERSARIES 
 

Today – Kirk Holtmeier, Daryl Scheele, Mia Wollenburg      
Monday – Aaron Freese, Jill Freese, Chris Kloppenborg 

Tuesday – Luke Kloppenborg, Mikayla Wurm 
Wednesday – Joan Hummel, Wanieta Schroeder, M/M Kent Hummel 

Thursday – Daryl Bergmeier, Alayna Bice, Michael Wells 
Friday – Darren Sasse, M/M Barry Jung 

Saturday – Barb Freese, Brian Jung, Joann Kerwood, M/M Ross Wollenburg 
Sunday – Ryan Carrel, Marvel Meints, Logan Scheele, Paisley Siebrandt, M/M Travis Reith 

 
 
 

Pastor Fred Berger (serving the vacancy at Christ Lutheran (WELS) in Beatrice) 
Cell-402-239-4509   Office-402-656-3003                                      pastorberger@gmail.com    
                                                   

                           

 
BIRTHDAYS AND ANNIVERSARIES 

 

Today – Heidi Orth 
Wednesday – Ben Dwerlkotte 

 

Elder: Mike Schroeder 
Usher: Robert Orth 

 

mailto:pastorberger@gmail.com
mailto:danner@stpaulsplymouth.org
mailto:pastorberger@gmail.com
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This Week, By God’s Grace (March 17th – March 24th)

In Our Prayers 
 Roger Blanken, the uncle of Steph Wehrman, was brought to Bryan East last Sunday.   
 Andrea Smith, the 29 year old daughter of Pastor Bob & Eileen Smith from Hastings, NE, 

underwent a heart transplant surgery last week in Omaha. 
 Dennis and RoJane Meyer will be celebrating their 55th wedding anniversary on March 

29th. 

Today 
 
 
 
 
Monday 
 
Tuesday 
 
 
 
Wednesday 
 
 
 
 
 
Thursday 
 
 
 
 
Fri.-Sat. 
Sunday 
 
 
 
 
 

Sunday School, Bible Class, BIC 
Worship 
4th Quarter Sunday School Teachers’ Meeting 
Worship at Christ Lutheran - Beatrice 
Sunday School, Bible Class - Beatrice 
Faculty Meeting 
Basketball Practice (A & B Teams) 
Faculty Devotion 
School Chapel 
LES Catechism 
PTO Meeting 
Basketball Practice (A & B Teams) 
PSI Class 
Lenten Supper  
Worship  
(Greeters: Doug & Dianne Weishahn) 
Worship – Beatrice (supper at 6:00pm) 
Faculty Devotion 
LES Catechism 
DMB Call Meeting 
Ladies Aid 
Church Council at Christ Lutheran - Beatrice 
LES Basketball Tournament at NELHS 
Sunday School, Bible Class, BIC 
Worship 
(Childcare: Jaime Danner, Elaine Burger) 
(Greeters: Joel & Karen Schroeder) 
Endowment & Broadcast Committee Meetings 
School Open House/Preschool Registration 
NELHS Easter Concert 
Worship at Christ Lutheran - Beatrice 
Sunday School, Bible Class - Beatrice  

 9:00am 
10:00am 
11:15am 

4:00pm 
5:00pm 
7:15am 

3:30-5:30pm 
7:15am 
8:30am 
9:00am 
6:30pm 

3:30-5:00pm 
5:45-6:45pm 
6:00-6:45pm 

7:00pm 
 

7:00pm 
7:15am 
8:30am 

12:00pm 
2:30pm 
7:30pm 

 
9:00am 

10:00am 
 
 

11:15am 
11:30am-1:00pm 

4:00pm 
4:00pm 
5:00pm 
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Prayer Updates 
 Diane Weishahn – Brian, Diane’s son, brought her to the ER in Beatrice on Saturday, 

March 9th.  She was later transferred to St. Elizabeth’s in Lincoln that evening.  She will 
be recovering at Beatrice Health and Rehab over the next weeks.  

  Gayle Bekemeyer returned home from KU Medical Center in Kansas City on Friday, 
March 15. 

  The Christian funeral for Grace Nitz, Pastor Dan Nitz’s mother, will be on Friday, March 
22nd at 11am at St. Mark Lutheran Church in Watertown, WI. 

 

Easter Lilies—We would like to beautify our church with many flowers on Easter 
morning. If you would like a lily to loan to the church for Easter services, please 
sign the list on the table in the front entrance. Each plant will cost $18.00 
(payable in advance to St. Paul’s Church Office, please).  The ordering deadline 
date is April 3rd.  

 

School Open House—Everyone is invited to come over to school following worship next Sunday, 
March 24th, for our Annual School Open House.  Come check out what each classroom has been 
up to, visit with teachers, view student science, craft, and art projects, and enjoy some 
refreshments.  This is your school and we want to share it with you! 

  

Easter for Kids—EFK will be held Saturday, April 20th from 9:00-11:45am. To 
register your child(ren) go to www.stpaulsplymouth.org and click on the EFK  
box or pick up a registration form from the table in the front entrance of 
church.  The closing program will take place in the church sanctuary. 
 

Kindergarten Roundup—An informational meeting will be held Monday, 
March 25th at 7:00pm for any interested parents of prospective 2019-20 
kindergarten students. Kindergarten Roundup will be held Thursday, 
March 28th from 8:30am – noon lunch. This is a day for prospective 
kindergarten students to experience a day in the kindergarten classroom. 
All materials are provided and there is no charge to attend. Parents of 
Kindergarten Roundup students are invited to lunch or can pick up their child at 12:30pm. If you 
have any questions about Kindergarten Roundup, please contact Mrs. Briney – School Number: 
402-656-3003 ext. 6, or Cell Number: 269-358-2998. 
 

Cemetery Mowing Bids—The Cemetery Committee is now accepting mowing bids from anyone 
interested in mowing the cemetery grounds.  April 7th is the last day to submit a 
bid.  If you are interested, please give your sealed bid to one of the members of the 
Cemetery Committee (Dennis Weichel, Daryl Bergmeier, Barry Jung). Please note 
that you would provide the mower, gasoline, trimmer, etc. Thanks!  

http://www.stpaulsplymouth.org/
https://goo.gl/forms/kCiVo2441XyxjMjU2
https://halcyonsoulcenter.wordpress.com/2013/03/30/the-true-meaning-of-easter/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/3.0/
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Adult Choir—An adult choir is being formed for WELS high school to 
WELS adults to sing for our Good Friday and Easter Sunday Services.  
There is a sign-up sheet on the back table. The first of five practices will 
be held Wednesday, March 27th for 45 minutes after Lenten worship.  

For questions or additional information, please speak with Cari Schroeder. 
 

LWMS Rally—All women of St. Paul’s and Christ Lutheran are invited to attend the LWMS Rally 
being held here at St. Paul’s, Plymouth on April 13, 2019. Those planning to attend the noon 
meal are asked to sign the sheet on table in the front entrance. Childcare will be available.  
 

Thank You—We recently received the following thank you notes: 
Dear St. Paul’s Congregation, 
 Thank you for all of the cards, prayers, and well wishes as I continue to deal with my health 
issues. Your thoughtfulness and caring means so much to me.  It is truly appreciated. Also, thank 
you to Pastor Berger for coming to visit me during my hospital stay at KU Medical Center in 
Kansas City.           Sincerely, 
             Gayle Bekemeyer 
Dear St. Paul’s Congregation, 
 Thank you very much for the care package you sent to me at college. It means a lot to me 
to know that you are thinking of me.  My roommates and I have been enjoying all the wonderful 
snack.   Thanks again.            
   Courtney Bekemeyer 
  

Holy Week Flier—There are many extra copies of the Holy Week Flier on 
the back table.  These provide an easy way to invite a friend, relative, 
acquaintance, or neighbor to worship with you during one of the 
greatest weeks of the Christian church year.  Notice that Maundy 
Thursday worship will be held at Christ Lutheran in Beatrice (corner of 

Elk and 8th streets).  What a wonderful opportunity to worship with our brothers and sisters in 
Beatrice and for them to worship at St. Paul’s on Good Friday and Easter.  May the Lord bless 
our outreach efforts and the time around His Word and Sacrament during this Holy Week. 
 

Apache Mission Trip—All parents of children within our congregation from 6th – 12th grade 
should have received an email from pastor on Thursday about the Apache Mission Trip (if you 
did not receive that email, please let pastor know).  After coordinating with the youth group 
from South Dakota and the Apache mission, the dates have been set.  We will be leaving on 
Wed., May 29 and returning on Wed., June 5.  If you would like to register your child(ren) for 
this trip, please email Pastor Berger at pastorberger@gmail.com.  The deadline to register is 
May 31st.   

Good Friday 
& 

Easter Sunday 
Choir 

 

mailto:pastorberger@gmail.com

