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If you would like more information about St. Paul’s Lutheran Church, feel free to speak with 
Pastor Fred Berger after the service or anytime during the week! (call/text 402-239-4509; 
email pastorberger@gmail.com) If you think you might be interested in joining the St. Paul’s 
church family, Pastor would be more than happy to take you through some Bible studies at 
whatever time or location is most convenient for you to learn more about what we teach.  
 
If you would like more information about St. Paul’s Lutheran School, feel free to speak with 
Mr. Andrew Danner! (call/text 402-433-5349; email danner@stpaulsplymouth.org) He would 
love to give you a tour of the school and answer any questions you might have about the 
excellent Christ-centered education we offer students of our church and community. 
 

St. Paul’s Evangelical Lutheran Church & SCHOOL 

Plymouth, Nebraska 

stpaulsplymouth.org 
 

In an ever-changing world, St. Paul’s Evangelical Lutheran Church exists to build Christ’s kingdom in 

people’s hearts with the un-changing Gospel of Jesus Christ. 
 

 
February 19th, 2017 

Epiphany 7 

 

Welcome — Thank you for joining us for 
worship today.  We pray that your spiritual 
life will be nourished through Word and song.  
If you desire, there is a nursery in the back on 
the west side of the church, but know that 
your children are ALWAYS welcome in our 
service no matter how much noise they 
make. We’re happy to have them hear the 
Word and join us praising God with their 
voices!  Before you leave, please sign the 
guest register.  It is located on the top of the 
stairs in the church entryway.  Please contact 
Pastor Berger or one of the Elders (seated in 
the back of the church) if you have questions 
about the service or the congregation. 

  

Prayers before Worship can be found in 
Christian Worship – A Lutheran Hymnal, 
pages 10-11.  

Broadcast Sponsor — Our broadcast today is 
sponsored in loving memory of Cindy Drake 
by her family and friends. Cindy would have 
celebrated her 59th birthday February 17th. 
 

Focus for Our Worship — According to a 
survey, what do you spend 1 hour and 50 
minutes doing per day?  The answer is what 
Jesus uses today’s portion of the sermon on 
the mount to address.  Whether it’s about 
your finances, your clothes, your job, your 
food, your family, your health, your 
____________, we spend a lot of time 
worrying.  This morning, let us acknowledge 
God as the source of our security so that we 
can work hard, pray hard, and then accept 
what comes from the hand of our Father as 
we await our heavenly home. 
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Service of the Word - p. 38 in CW 
(with the Gathering Rite on the Word) 

 

God’s people long to gather together for strength from God and for mutual encouragement.  This alternate beginning for worship 
may be used on any occasion to remind God’s people of the blessings of his Word. 
 

M: In the name of the Father and of the Son (†) and of the Holy Spirit. 
C: Amen. 

 

Introduction to the hymn. 

 
 

M: Oh, how I love Your law! 
C: I meditate on it all day long. 
M: Your commands make me wiser than my enemies, 
C: for they are ever with me. 
M: I have more insight than all my teachers, 
C: for I meditate on Your statutes. 
M: How sweet are Your words to my taste, 
C: sweeter than honey to my mouth! (Psalm 119:97-99,103) 
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M: All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting, and training in 
righteousness, 

C: so that the man of God may be thoroughly equipped for every good work. (2 Timothy 
3:16,17) 

M: Yet, so often we have despised God’s Word and failed to gladly hear and learn it. For this 
and all our sins, we bow before God and humbly ask His forgiveness. 

C: Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful, and that I have disobeyed 
You in my thoughts, words, and actions. I have done what is evil and failed to do what is 
good. For this I deserve Your punishment both now and in eternity. But I am truly sorry for 
my sins, and trusting in my Savior Jesus Christ, I pray: Lord, have mercy on me, a sinner.  

 

 
 

M: God gave His word so “that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and 
that by believing you may have life in His name” (John 20:31). The Scriptures testify about 
Jesus, who lived a perfect life for you, died on the cross to pay for all your sins, and rose 
again to assure you of your salvation. Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by His 
authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy 
Spirit. 

C: Amen. 
 

 
(Taken from Christian Worship Supplement, © 2008, NPH. Reprinted under Onelicense.net #A-711841.) 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 
M: Almighty and eternal God, You govern all things in heaven and on earth. In Your mercy hear 

our prayers and grant us Your peace all the days of our life; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, 
our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 

 
 
 

THE WORD 
 
FIRST LESSON – Genesis 32:6-12 
Jacob had plenty of reasons to worry. He had robbed his brother of his birthright and then 
robbed him of his blessing. He had fled from Esau’s rage years earlier, but now was bringing his 
family back into the territory of a brother who certainly must detest him. As Jacob and his family 
were approaching, he gets word that Esau is coming with 400 men.  In great fear and distress 
Jacob made plans for the worst and then did the best thing a Christian faced with worry can do: 
he prayed. He remembered God’s promises and all his gracious acts, and then sought his peace 
in the hand of his God. Here is a model prayer for Christian peace: “I am afraid…but you have 
said…” 
 
 6 When the messengers returned to Jacob, they said, “We went to your brother Esau, and now 
he is coming to meet you, and four hundred men are with him.”  

7 In great fear and distress Jacob divided the people who were with him into two groups, and 
the flocks and herds and camels as well. 8 He thought, “If Esau comes and attacks one group, the 
group that is left may escape.”  

9 Then Jacob prayed, “O God of my father Abraham, God of my father Isaac, O LORD, who said 
to me, ‘Go back to your country and your relatives, and I will make you prosper,’ 10 I am 
unworthy of all the kindness and faithfulness you have shown your servant. I had only my staff 
when I crossed this Jordan, but now I have become two groups. 11 Save me, I pray, from the 
hand of my brother Esau, for I am afraid he will come and attack me, and also the mothers with 
their children. 12 But you have said, ‘I will surely make you prosper and will make your 
descendants like the sand of the sea, which cannot be counted.’ ”  
 
 
PSALM OF THE DAY – Psalm 31, which can be found on p. 77 in the front portion of the hymnal 
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SECOND LESSON – Philippians 4:12-20 
Paul says that he learned to be content…as he trusted more and more on finding everything he 
needed or wanted not in health or wealth, but in an eternity that was secured in heaven through 
Jesus.  As this peace of God fills our hearts, worry about transitory worldly matters is driven out. 
And so through the message of the gospel, Paul asks that God will meet all your needs according 
to His glorious riches in Christ Jesus. 
 

12 I know what it is to be in need, and I know what it is to have plenty. I have learned the secret 
of being content in any and every situation, whether well fed or hungry, whether living in plenty 
or in want. 13 I can do everything through him who gives me strength.  

14 Yet it was good of you to share in my troubles. 15 Moreover, as you Philippians know, in the 
early days of your acquaintance with the gospel, when I set out from Macedonia, not one church 
shared with me in the matter of giving and receiving, except you only; 16 for even when I was in 
Thessalonica, you sent me aid again and again when I was in need. 17 Not that I am looking for a 
gift, but I am looking for what may be credited to your account. 18 I have received full payment 
and even more; I am amply supplied, now that I have received from Epaphroditus the gifts you 
sent. They are a fragrant offering, an acceptable sacrifice, pleasing to God. 19 And my God will 
meet all your needs according to his glorious riches in Christ Jesus.  

20 To our God and Father be glory for ever and ever. Amen. 
 
 
VERSE OF THE DAY – 1 Peter 5:7  
M: Alleluia. Cast all your anxiety on [God] because he cares for you.  Alleluia.  
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HOLY GOSPEL – Matthew 6:24-34 (Sermon Text) 
 

24 “No one can serve two masters. Either he will hate the one and love the other, or he will be 
devoted to the one and despise the other. You cannot serve both God and Money.  

25 “Therefore I tell you, do not worry about your life, what you will eat or drink; or about your 
body, what you will wear. Is not life more important than food, and the body more important 
than clothes? 26 Look at the birds of the air; they do not sow or reap or store away in barns, and 
yet your heavenly Father feeds them. Are you not much more valuable than they? 27 Who of you 
by worrying can add a single hour to his life?  

28 “And why do you worry about clothes? See how the lilies of the field grow. They do not 
labor or spin. 29 Yet I tell you that not even Solomon in all his splendor was dressed like one of 
these. 30 If that is how God clothes the grass of the field, which is here today and tomorrow is 
thrown into the fire, will he not much more clothe you, O you of little faith? 31 So do not worry, 
saying, ‘What shall we eat?’ or ‘What shall we drink?’ or ‘What shall we wear?’ 32 For the pagans 
run after all these things, and your heavenly Father knows that you need them. 33 But seek first 
his kingdom and his righteousness, and all these things will be given to you as well. 34 Therefore 
do not worry about tomorrow, for tomorrow will worry about itself. Each day has enough 
trouble of its own.  
 
M: This is the Gospel of our Lord!  

 
 
 
HYMN OF THE DAY    Text:  Douglas McC.L. Judisch (on the basis of Matthew 6:24-34) 
                                           Melody: “O Grosser Gott” (CW 85) 
 

 
All we that in the Lord confide 
have all on other gods relied 
and sinfully have mammon served 
and so have righteous wrath deserved, 
but He hath shown us love instead, 
in saving grace and daily bread; 
all we that in the Lord confide 
shall ever in His care abide. 
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The Master of all men became 
a man like us to take the blame 
and all the pains to sinners due 
who would serve God and mammon too; 
so He, with nought to taste but gall, 
bereft of vesture, suffered all; 
all we that in the Lord confide 
shall ever in His care abide. 
  
So hath the Lord’s own righteousness 
become the sinner’s spotless dress; 
His blood hath bought us each a place 
within the kingdom of His grace, 
in which by faith His people dine 
on pardon free and peace divine 
all we that in the Lord confide 
shall ever in His care abide. 
  
Nor, while we in this world remain, 
need we its worries entertain; 
in Him we may have confidence 
who giveth, in His providence, 
all earthly goods we truly need; 
the Father will His children feed; 
all we that in the Lord confide 
shall ever in His care abide. 
  
‘Tis better in the Lord to trust 
than look to men that are but dust; 
soon shall we, clothed in lustrous light, 
in place of faith enjoy the sight 
of Him that biddeth e’en the least 
partake of His eternal feast; 
all we that in the Lord confide 
shall ever in His care abide. 

 
SERMON – Matthew 6:24-34 – God’s Antidote for Worry 
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APOSTLES’ CREED 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth.  

 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born 
of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. He 
descended into hell. The third day he rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven and 
is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty. From there he will come to judge the 
living and the dead.  
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the 
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.  

 
 

OFFERING 
 
 
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH  
 
 
LORD’S PRAYER 
C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be 

done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us;  and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. For thine is the  kingdom and the power and the glory forever and 
ever. Amen. 

 
 
HYMN “When Peace Like a River” (CWS 760) – see page 14 of the service folder 
 
 
CLOSING PRAYER AND BLESSING  
M: O Lord God, our heavenly Father, pour out the Holy Spirit on Your faithful people. Keep us 

strong in Your grace and truth, protect and comfort us in all temptation, and bestow on us 
Your saving peace, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
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M: Brothers and sisters, go in peace. Live in harmony with one another. Serve the Lord with 
gladness. 

 The LORD bless you and keep you. 
 The LORD make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
 The LORD look on you with favor and (†) give you peace. 
 

 
 
 
CLOSING HYMN “In Christ Alone” (CWS 752) – see page 15 of the service folder 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

NOTES AND NEWS 

Pastor Fred Berger                     Principal Andrew Danner 
C-402-239-4509   O-402-656-3003  C-402-433-5349   O-402-656-4465 
pastorberger@gmail.com         danner@stpaulsplymouth.org 
 

Organist: Joan Hummel 
Teen Usher: Christian Benash 
Greeters: Derek & Amy Weichel 
Broadcast Announcers: Don Wurm, Barry Weichel 
 

LET US ENCOURAGE ONE ANOTHER (HEBREWS 10:25) 
  231 were present to receive God’s grace in worship. 

34 computers logged on for the live broadcast last Sunday 
115 were present to learn God’s Word in Bible Study: Bible Class 63; Sunday School 52; 

                               

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:pastorberger@gmail.com
mailto:danner@stpaulsplymouth.org
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BIRTHDAYS AND ANNIVERSARIES 
Today – Chris Weichel 
Monday – Mark Wells 

Tuesday – Diane Jiskra, Jaime Danner 
Wednesday – Steph Pollock 

Thursday – Lois Gronemeyer, Chris Mammen 
Sunday – Pat Roesler, Hannah Strein 

 
This Week, By God’s Grace (February 19th- 26th) 

Today 
 
 
Mon. – Thurs. 
Monday 
 
 
Tuesday 
 
 
 
 
Wednesday 
 
 
Thursday 
 
 
 
 
 
Friday 
 
Fri. – Sat. 
Sunday 

Sunday School, Bible Class 
Worship  
Confirmation Meeting 
Lutheran Schools Week 
Faculty Meeting 
Muffins for Mom at School 
School Chapel – Mr. Danner 
Faculty Devotion 
Donuts for Dad at School 
School Chapel – Pastor Hillmann 
LES Catechism 
Grade School BB vs. St. Mark, Lincoln (at home) 
Public School Instruction Class 
Ladies Choir 
Adult Choir 
Faculty Devotion 
LES Catechism 
Men’s Work Group 
Ladies Aid 
Board of Education 
Church Council 
Men’s Bible Study Breakfast 
Winter Break – NO SCHOOL 
Grade School BB Tournament at NELHS 
Sunday School, Bible Class 
Worship with Communion  
Endowment Committee Meeting 
(Greeters: Andrew & Jaime Danner)   
(Childcare: Dianne Weishahn, Steph Berger) 

 

9:00am 
10:00am 
11:00am 

 
7:15am 

7:30-8:30am 
8:30am 
7:15am 

7:30-8:30am 
8:30am 
8:45am 
4:30pm 

6:00-7:30pm 
7:15pm 
7:45pm 
7:15am 
8:30am 
2:00pm 
2:30pm 
6:30pm 
8:00pm 
6:45am 

 
 

9:00am 
10:00am 
11:15am 
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Thank You Notes 
St. Paul’s Plymouth congregation, 
Thank you so much for the giant care packages you gave us just in time for Valentine’s Day!  We 
receive packages for our students daily and are all guilty of purchasing goods online and 
shipping them to ourselves to make us feel better.  We were all thrilled to receive real 
packages with all kinds of surprises!  Thank you so much for thinking about us.  We appreciate 
the continuous support you give us tutors and the whole NELHS family!  You are a blessing to us.  
Keep sending us your kids.  We like them a little.  God is so good.  Thank you again! 
         Jake Ziel, Alex Mielke,      
         Annie Scharf, Miranda Maasz 
 
Dear Members of St. Paul’s, 
Thank you for the care package full of homemade goodies and wonderful snacks!  My 
roommates and friends happily volunteered to help me eat it all!  I appreciate your endless 
kindness and support!   

Thanking God for you, 
Kate Likens 

 
Presentation on Islam — Dr. Mark Christian is a Christian convert from Islam who grew up in 
Egypt. He will speak at Faith Lutheran Church, 300 Hamilton St. in Rising City, on Sunday, March 
19.  Topics for discussion include: Mark's personal story; teachings and practices of Islam;  
outreach to Muslims; and threats of stealth jihad in the United States.  The presentation begins 
at 3:00 p.m.  After a short break at 4:00 p.m., Mark’s presentation continues.  Faith 
congregation will serve a fellowship meal at 5:30 p.m. 
 
Knight Out — Anyone interested in being a sponsor for the “NELHS Knight Out” scheduled for 
March 11, 2017 is asked to complete and return a sponsor form to NELHS as soon as possible.  
Forms are available on the table in the front entrance.  The NELHS Knight Out is an evening of 
Christian fellowship and entertainment where funds are raised for projects at Nebraska 
Lutheran High School. This year’s entertainment will be The Divers in Concert.   
 
School Archery Program – Our school has been awarded a $2,400 grant from the Nebraska 
Game and Parks Commission towards a brand new archery kit which we will be using in PE with 
our upper graders.  We have already received all the equipment and Mrs. Danner is excited to 
begin using it with the students later this spring.  Thanks to the grant, our school is only 
responsible for covering the remaining $600.  If this is a cause close to your heart, please 
consider making a donation to our school to defray this remaining balance.  Talk to Mrs. Danner 
or Mr. Danner for more details. 
 
Lent 2017 – Ash Wednesday worship service is March 1st at 7PM. 
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Thrivent Choice Dollars – A notice to those who use Thrivent Choice to direct charitable gifts to 
church and school: Choice dollars must be directed every year by March 31st.  To designate your 
dollars, you can access your account by calling 800-847-4836 and when prompted say “Thrivent 
Choice.” Or you can access your account online at Thrivent.com/thriventchoice 
 
Old Computers – Our school has a fair amount of older computer equipment that we are 
currently not using sitting in storage.  This includes flat screen computer monitors, towers, 
keyboards, and mice.  We no longer need these desktop computers since we have converted the 
computer lab into a classroom and have begun switching to more portable student computer 
devices.  Talk to Mr. Danner or Mr. Tom Worster if you are interested in taking any of this 
computer equipment. 
 
2017 Guidebook The new Guidebooks are available in both tract racks (in the entryway to 
church and the fellowship hall).  The Guidebook is a great way to review all the ways you can get 
involved in the church. Let Pastor know if you have any questions. 
 

FACEBOOK – Are you on Facebook?  If so, “follow” and “like” our church page: St. 
Paul’s Ev. Lutheran Church, Plymouth, Nebraska.  Also, please “share” the various 
event fliers that we post on that page.  This is an easy and effective way to tell 
everyone about the great things that are going on at our church and school. 

 
Chili Cookoff and Cornhole Tournament  — Last Sunday evening 
was a great time!  Thank you everyone for coming!  Out of 24 chili 
entries, Neil Bekemeyer took home the title for the second year in 
a row.  Sandy Scheele took 2nd and Mary Hueske 3rd.  Becky Briney, 
Joni Schwab, and Mark Wells were the brave judges who scored 
every chili based on aroma, consistency, taste, aftertaste, and texture. 

 
52 adults and 20 children participated in the Cornhole Tournament.   Joni 
Schwab and Andrew Wiedel won the adult division and Natalie Hueske and 
Alex Paxton won the children division.  
 

 
Spring Break Housing for NELHS Students  Nebraska Lutheran is having their Spring 
break February 25 - March 5. Due to the dorms closing there are several international students 
who will need a place to stay for the duration of the break. Please consider hosting one or two 
of them. This is a wonderful way for our students to experience our Christian culture while they 
are here in the United States. Entertaining is not required, only a bed to sleep in and food to eat. 
For more information contact Pastor Haakenson at 402-534-0351 or email him 
at shaakenson@nelhs.org 

tel:(402)%20534-0351
mailto:shaakenson@nelhs.org
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Box Tops for Education – Please have all box tops to the school or church office by Sunday, 
February 26th.  They must be submitted to General Mills by March 1st. 
 
Lutheran Schools Week:  Next week, St. Paul’s Lutheran will be celebrating Lutheran Schools 
Week along with our 11 sister schools throughout Nebraska.  This week allows us the chance to 
celebrate the blessing of our Lutheran schools and thank our wonderful Father.  The week will 
consist of a lot of fun and exciting events including an alumni speaker and intramurals on 
Wednesday.  Check out some of the other events below: 

 Muffins for Mom:  On Monday, February 20, all mothers and grandmothers of our 
preschool and grade school students are invited to come to school between 7:30-
8:30am to enjoy some muffins, coffee, juice, and conversation.  Mothers and 
grandmothers are also invited to join our school family for our chapel service over at 
church at 8:30am to begin the school day. 

 Donuts for Dad:  On Tuesday, February 21, all fathers and grandfathers of our preschool 
and grade school students are invited to come to school between 7:30-8:30am to enjoy 
some donuts, coffee, juice, and conversation.  Fathers and grandfathers are then invited 
to stick around for our chapel service at church at 8:30am. 

 Special Mission Offering:  We will be collecting a special mission offering next week for 
Living Savior, a mission congregation in Blair, Nebraska.  We will pool our offerings along 
with our other Lutheran schools to help make a difference for this new congregation. 

 Dress Up Days:  The 8th graders have chosen a Salad Dressing theme for the week.  All 
students in PreK through 8 are encouraged to participate and dress up to show school 
spirit. 

o Monday = Ranch Dressing Day (cowboy, cowgirl, boots) 
o Tuesday = Thousand Island Dressing Day (grass skirts, leis, beach apparel) 
o Wednesday = Caesar Dressing Day (togas, olive wreaths, etc.) 
o Thursday = Blue Cheese Dressing Day (blue and white, Panther Pride) 

 
Basketball Update:  Currently our basketball teams have a combined record of 6-6 on the 
season.  Next week Tuesday, the 4th and 5th grade team will be playing St. Mark Lincoln here at 
the community center at 4:30pm.  Please consider coming to cheer our students on.  Our 
basketball teams will close the season out next weekend up at Nebraska Lutheran High School in 
Waco.  Our A-team and our B-team will each play 3 pool play games on Friday, February 24.  The 
following day is the single-elimination tournament.  Go Panthers! 
 
Aluminum Can Drive:  Thanks for all your aluminum can donations!  Don Wurm hauled away a 
very full trailer this week! 
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