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Welcome 

 
 

 

 If you desire, there is a nursery in the back on the west side of the church, but please know 
that your children are ALWAYS welcome in our service no matter how much noise they 
make. We’re happy to have them hear the Word and join us praising God with their voices! 
 

 Before you leave, please sign the guest register.  It is located on the top of the stairs in the 
church entryway. 

 

 Please talk to one of the Elders (seated in the back of the church) if you have questions 
about the service or the congregation. 
 

 Large print service folders are available.  Please speak to one of the Elders if this would be 
of assistance to you. 
 

 Our Sunday morning service can be heard on KWBE 1450AM (94.7FM) and viewed live and 
archived at www.stpaulsplymouth.org.  Please share this information with those who are 
not able to attend worship. 
 

 Prayers before Worship can be found in Christian Worship – A Lutheran Hymnal, pages 10-
11.   

 
 
 

Broadcast Sponsor 
 

 

 
 

 

Focus for Our Worship 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

The theme for the entire penitential season of Lent is: “The Sufferings of Christ.”   

On this first Sunday in Lent, we see Christ suffering the temptation by Satan when He fasted 

in the desert 40 days and 40 nights.  But taking the sword of the Spirit, the sinless Son of God 

defeats Satan and continues His journey to the cross to suffer the punishment of our sins and 

give to us His righteousness. 

 
 
 
 

Our broadcast this morning is sponsored with several gifts from a number of faithful listeners. 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

Thank you for joining us for worship today! 

We pray that your spiritual life will be nourished through Word and Sacrament. 

 

http://www.stpaulsplymouth.org/
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SERVICE OF THE WORD – Christian Worship – page 38 
 

OPENING HYMN “What Wondrous Love Is This” (CW 120) 
 
GREETING, CONFESSION OF SINS, AND HOLY ABSOLUTION 
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit 

be with you. 
C: And also with you. 
 

P: We have come into the presence of God, who created us to love and serve Him as His dear 
children. But we have disobeyed Him and deserve only His wrath and punishment. 
Therefore, let us confess our sins to Him and plead for His mercy. 

c: Merciful Father in heaven, I am altogether sinful from birth. In countless ways I have 
sinned against You and do not deserve to be called Your child. But trusting in Jesus, my 
Savior, I pray: Have mercy on me according to Your unfailing love. Cleanse me from my 
sin, and take away my guilt. 

 
P God, our heavenly Father, has forgiven all your sins. By the perfect life and innocent death 

of our Lord Jesus Christ, He has removed your guilt forever. You are His own dear child. May 
God give you strength to live according to His will. 

C: Amen. 
 

 

P In the peace of this forgiveness, let us praise the Lord: 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 
P O Lord, whose Son resisted temptation by Satan on behalf of us all, hear our prayers  
 with kindness, and so stretch forth, we ask You, the right hand of Your majesty against  
 everything that stands against us; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and 
 reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
 

 
 

THE WORD 
 

FIRST LESSON – Genesis 3:1-15 
In this well-known reading, Moses relays not only the record of man succumbing to temptation 
by Satan, but also (in verse 15) the first promise of the Christ who would conquer Satan by 
suffering even death on behalf of all people. 
  

Now the serpent was more crafty than any of the wild animals the Lord God had made. He said 
to the woman, “Did God really say, ‘You must not eat from any tree in the garden’?”  
2 The woman said to the serpent, “We may eat fruit from the trees in the garden, 3 but God did 
say, ‘You must not eat fruit from the tree that is in the middle of the garden, and you must not 
touch it, or you will die.’ ”  
4 “You will not surely die,” the serpent said to the woman.  
5 “For God knows that when you eat of it your eyes will be opened, and you will be like God, 
knowing good and evil.”  
6 When the woman saw that the fruit of the tree was good for food and pleasing to the eye, and 
also desirable for gaining wisdom, she took some and ate it. She also gave some to her husband, 
who was with her, and he ate it. 7 Then the eyes of both of them were opened, and they realized 
they were naked; so they sewed fig leaves together and made coverings for themselves.  
8 Then the man and his wife heard the sound of the Lord God as he was walking in the garden in 
the cool of the day, and they hid from the Lord God among the trees of the garden.  
9 But the Lord God called to the man, “Where are you?”  
10 He answered, “I heard you in the garden, and I was afraid because I was naked; so I hid.”  
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11 And he said, “Who told you that you were naked? Have you eaten from the tree that I 
commanded you not to eat from?”  
12 The man said, “The woman you put here with me—she gave me some fruit from the tree, and 
I ate it.”  
13 Then the Lord God said to the woman, “What is this you have done?”  
The woman said, “The serpent deceived me, and I ate.”  
14 So the Lord God said to the serpent, “Because you have done this,  
“Cursed are you above all the livestock and all the wild animals! You will crawl on your belly  
and you will eat dust all the days of your life. 15And I will put enmity between you and the 
woman, and between your offspring and hers; he will crush your head, and you will strike his 
heel.” 
 
ADULT CHOIR “The Perfect Wisdom of Our God” by Townend & Getty/arr. Larson     
       
SECOND LESSON – 2 Corinthians 6:1-10 
The Apostle Paul encourages us to live a life flowing from the grace of God, which is shown to us 
so clearly in Lent as we focus on Christ’s sufferings for us. 
  
As God’s fellow workers we urge you not to receive God’s grace in vain. 2 For he says, “In the 
time of my favor I heard you, and in the day of salvation I helped you.”  I tell you, now is the 
time of God’s favor, now is the day of salvation.  
3 We put no stumbling block in anyone’s path, so that our ministry will not be discredited.            
4 Rather, as servants of God we commend ourselves in every way: in great endurance; in 
troubles, hardships and distresses; 5 in beatings, imprisonments and riots; in hard work, 
sleepless nights and hunger; 6 in purity, understanding, patience and kindness; in the Holy Spirit 
and in sincere love; 7 in truthful speech and in the power of God; with weapons of righteousness 
in the right hand and in the left; 8 through glory and dishonor, bad report and good report; 
genuine, yet regarded as impostors; 9 known, yet regarded as unknown; dying, and yet we live 
on; beaten, and yet not killed; 10 sorrowful, yet always rejoicing; poor, yet making many rich; 
having nothing, and yet possessing everything. 
 
VERSE OF THE DAY – Hebrews 4:14-15 
Therefore, since we have a great high priest who has gone through the heavens, Jesus the Son 
of God, let us hold firmly to the faith we profess. For we do not have a high priest who is unable 
to sympathize with our weaknesses, but we have one who has been tempted in every way, just 
as we are—yet was without sin. 
 

(Traditionally during Lent, the singing of Alleluia is omitted. The absence of this song of praise 
marks Lenten worship with a sense of something missing. We will sing this song again when we 
celebrate our Lord’s Resurrection on Easter Sunday!) 
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HOLY GOSPEL – Matthew 4:1-11 
Sermon text 
  
Then Jesus was led by the Spirit into the desert to be tempted by the devil. 2 After fasting forty 
days and forty nights, he was hungry. 3 The tempter came to him and said, “If you are the Son of 
God, tell these stones to become bread.”  
4 Jesus answered, “It is written: ‘Man does not live on bread alone, but on every word that 
comes from the mouth of God.’”  
5 Then the devil took him to the holy city and had him stand on the highest point of the temple.  
6 “If you are the Son of God,” he said, “throw yourself down. For it is written:  
“ ‘He will command his angels concerning you, and they will lift you up in their hands,  
so that you will not strike your foot against a stone.’”  
7 Jesus answered him, “It is also written: ‘Do not put the Lord your God to the test.’”  
8 Again, the devil took him to a very high mountain and showed him all the kingdoms of the 
world and their splendor. 9 “All this I will give you,” he said, “if you will bow down and worship 
me.”  
10 Jesus said to him, “Away from me, Satan! For it is written: ‘Worship the Lord your God, and 
serve him only.’”  
11 Then the devil left him, and angels came and attended him. 
 
P This is the Gospel of the Lord! 

 
 
 
HYMN OF THE DAY “A Mighty Fortress Is Our God” (CW 201) 
                    
  
SERMON – Matthew 4:1-11 

 
Tempted… 

In every way… 
Just as we are… 

Yet was without sin. 
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APOSTLES’ CREED 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth.   
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born 
of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. He 
descended into hell. The third day He rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven and 
is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty. From there He will come to judge the 
living and the dead.  

 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the 
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.  

 
 
 

OFFERING 
 
 
 
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH  
 
 
LORD’S PRAYER 
c Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be 

done on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and 
ever.  Amen. 

 
 
HYMN “I Walk in Danger All the Way” (CW 431) 
 
 
 
CLOSING PRAYER AND BLESSING 
P O Lord God, our heavenly Father, pour out the Holy Spirit on Your faithful people. Keep us 

strong in Your grace and truth, protect and comfort us in all temptation, and bestow on us 
Your saving peace, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
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P Brothers and sisters, go in peace. Live in harmony with one another. Serve the Lord with 
gladness. 

 The LORD bless you and keep you. 
 The LORD make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
 The LORD look on you with favor and give % you peace. 

 
 
 

CLOSING HYMN – “What Grace Is This!” (CWS 715) - found on page p. 12 of the service folder  
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

NOTES AND NEWS 
 
 

Pastor Fred Berger                 Principal Andrew Danner 
C-402-239-4509   O-402-656-3003                                    C-402-433-5349   O-402-656-4465 
pastorberger@gmail.com                                                           danner@stpaulsplymouth.org 
 

Organist: Ann Freese 
Teen Usher: Johnathan Kerwood 
Greeters: Andrew & Jaime Danner 
Childcare: Patti Schwab, Marcie Vossler 
Broadcast Announcers: Don Wurm, Barry Weichel 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:pastorberger@gmail.com
mailto:danner@stpaulsplymouth.org
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This Week, By God’s Grace (February 18th – 25th)  

                                    

Today 
 
 
Mon. – Thurs. 
Monday 
 
 
Tuesday 
 
 
 
 
 
Wednesday 
 
 
 
 
 
Thursday 
 
 
 
 
 
Friday 
 
 
Saturday 
Sunday 

Bible Class, Sunday School 
Worship 
Youth Rally Meeting 
Lutheran Schools Week 
Faculty Meeting 
Muffins for Mom 
Basketball Practice A and B Team 
Faculty Devotion 
Donuts for Dad 
School Chapel 
LES Catechism 
Home Basketball Game vs. St. Mark, Lincoln 
(B Team only) 
Basketball Practice A and B Team 
PSI Class (Mr. Danner) 
Lenten Supper 
Pastor Preaches in York 
Lenten Worship Service 
(Greeters: Doug & Dianne Weishahn) 
Faculty Devotion 
LES Catechism 
Men’s Work Group 
Ladies Aid 
Faculty Meeting 
Pastor Preaches in Seward 
Men’s Bible Study Breakfast 
No School – Spring Break 
LES Basketball Tournament at NELHS 
LES Basketball Tournament at NELHS 
Bible Class, Sunday School 
Worship-Communion 
Utah Mission Trip Meeting 
Confirmation Meeting (confirmands & parents) 
(Greeters: Calvin & Susie Weichel)  
(Childcare: Elaine Burger, Amy Weichel) 

9:00am 
10:00am 
11:00am 

 
7:15am 

7:30-8:15am 
 

7:15am 
7:30-8:15am 

8:30am 
9:00am 
4:30pm 

 
 

5:45-6:45pm 
6:00pm 
6:30pm 
7:00pm 

 
7:15am 
8:30am 
2:00pm 
2:30pm 
3:45pm 
6:30pm 
6:45am 

 
 
 

9:00am 
10:00am 
11:15am 
11:15am 
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BIRTHDAYS AND ANNIVERSARIES 
Today – Rick Gerlach, Marcia Nispel     Monday – Chris Weichel 

Tuesday - Mark Wells     Wednesday – Jaime Danner, Diane Jiskra, Paige Person      
Thursday – Steph Pollock     Friday –  Lois Gronemeyer, Chris Mammen 

 
 
Thank You—We recently received the following thank you notes: 
 
     Thank you so much for your generous support. Your financial help, care package, prayers, 
love, and support in general are very appreciated. It’s very encouraging knowing that there are 
so many people who want me to succeed.   Thanks for everything, 
        Grant Freese 
 
Members of St. Paul's, 
     Thank you so very much for the care box. All the snacks and homemade goodies make for a 
great mid-day snack while student teaching! What a blessing it is to have such support from all 
of you! Thank you!  With gratitude, 
    Kate Likens 
 
St. Paul’s Plymouth Congregation, 
     It’s that time of year again when we find ourselves overwhelmed with your gifted Valentine’s 
Day boxes of deliciousness.  The day those boxes arrive might very well be the best day of the 
year!  Thank you so much for remembering your NELHS tutors up yonder!  We appreciate all the 
work that goes into putting those goodie boxes together.  We also thank you for sending us your 
students.  W\e love our kiddos from Plymouth!  Thank you for all your support you shower upon 
us!   

Tutor Ben Olsen, Tutor Schulte, Tutor Maasz, Tutor Ziel 
         
Knight Out—The annual “NELHS Knight Out” is scheduled for Saturday, March 10, 2018.  This is 
an evening of Christian fellowship and entertainment where funds are raised for projects at 
Nebraska Lutheran High School. This year’s entertainment will be the musical group KOINÉ, and 
funds raised will be used to cover expenses in connection with the replacement of the dorm 

roofs. For additional information, tickets, or sponsorship, go to www.nelhs.org and click on the 
KOINÉ banner. 
 
Car Derby—St. Mark Lutheran School is hosting a Pinewood Car Derby at NELHS for elementary 
students and adults on Saturday, March 24th, starting at 2:30 p.m. For additional information, 
please see the flyer posted on the church bulletin board. 
 
 

http://www.nelhs.org/
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Marriage Retreat—Zion Lutheran Church of Clatonia will be hosting their Annual Marriage 
Seminar March 9 & 10.  It will be held at the Holiday Inn in Lincoln – Southwest.  The retreat will 
take place from 7:00-9:00 p.m. on Friday evening and from 9:00 a.m. - Noon on Saturday.  The 
cost is $25/couple. Those planning to attend are asked to register by March 5th by calling 
(402)989-4775 or emailing zion_clatonia@hotmail.com.  Also, as you RSVP, please let Pastor 
Kahrs know if you would like childcare.  For additional details, please see the flyer posted on the 
church bulletin board. 
 
Time of Grace—Time of Grace is a 30-minute WELS religious television program.  It is now on 
KSNB Sundays at 9AM in the Lincoln and Hastings area.  It can also be seen on TBN (Thursdays at 
3:30PM); ABC Family (Thursdays at 5:30AM); and the Cowboy Channel (Sundays at 8:00AM).  
You can also watch this broadcast on timeofgrace.org or on Roku or Apple TV. 
 
Utah Missionary Trip—For those who are planning on being part of the missionary group going 
to Utah June 9-15, there will be a meeting after church next Sunday, February 25th, to finalize 
plans and book flights and accommodations.  
  
Thrivent Choice Dollars—The deadline date to direct 2017 Thrivent Choice Dollars is March 31st. 
However, since Good Friday is on March 30th and March 31st falls on Saturday, the Thrivent 
corporate office is closed on both of those days. To ensure that Choice Dollars directions get 
processed before the deadline, please direct Choice Dollars before that time. 
There are two options for directing Choice Dollars:  

• Online at www.Thrivent.com/thriventchoice.  
• Phone: 800-847-4836 and say "Thrivent Choice" at the prompt. 

(The Member Connection Center is open until 6 p.m. Central time, Monday – Friday.) 
 

School Reaccreditation—Our school was blessed to have Mark Otte (NELHS), Ryan Clark (Tri 
County), and Mike and Carrie Henning (Milwaukee, WI) on our campus this past week to 
validate our school’s accreditation.  This team of educators spent three days looking over our 
self-study, observing classrooms, and interviewing parents, teachers, and students.  On 
Wednesday, the site visit team wrapped up their work and presented their findings to us.  St. 
Paul’s has been awarded Exemplary Accreditation by meeting 97% of the standards.  The site 
team also compiled a list of commendations and recommendations for us to consider.  These 
recommendations will be used as we create a School Improvement Plan to address over the 
next five years.  We thank our site visit team for travelling here to Plymouth and spending time 
evaluating our ministry.  Thank you to everyone who helped our school earn this tremendous 
honor!  We ask that God would work through this reaccreditation process so that St. Paul’s 
Lutheran School may continue building Christ’s kingdom with the Gospel. 

 

mailto:zion_clatonia@hotmail.com
http://links.members.thrivent.com/ctt?kn=2&ms=MTI4NzkwOTYS1&r=MjA4NjczMjEyOTEwS0&b=0&j=MTM0MDQzNjUzNwS2&mt=1&rt=0
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