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In an ever-changing world, St. Paul’s Evangelical Lutheran Church exists to build Christ’s kingdom in
people’s hearts with the un-changing Gospel of Jesus Christ.

February 12th, 2017
Epiphany 6

Welcome — Thank you for joining us for
worship today. We pray that your spiritual
life will be nourished through Word and song.
If you desire, there is a nursery in the back on
the west side of the church, but know that
your children are ALWAYS welcome in our
service no matter how much noise they
make. We’re happy to have them hear the
Word and join us praising God with their
voices! Before you leave, please sign the
guest register. It is located on the top of the
stairs in the church entryway. Please contact
Pastor Berger or one of the Elders (seated in
the back of the church) if you have questions
about the service or the congregation.
Prayers before Worship can be found in
Christian Worship – A Lutheran Hymnal,
pages 10-11. Personal preparation for the
Lord’s Supper is found on p. 156.

Broadcast Sponsor — Our broadcast today is
sponsored with several smaller gifts from a
number of faithful listeners.
Focus for Our Worship — “Love your
neighbor and hate your enemy.” That was
the culture of Jesus’ day. It’s the culture of
today. It’s the culture of the world no matter
when you live. Today’s message is
completely countercultural and it always will
be, “Love your enemies and pray for those
who persecute you.” David shows us an
example of this kind of love in the Old
Testament Lesson, and Paul reiterates Jesus’
words to the Romans in the Second Lesson.
May we read, learn, and take these words to
heart this morning. Having been filled up
with God’s love through Word and
Sacrament, may we leave God’s House
motivated and strengthened to live according
to His will.

If you would like more information about St. Paul’s Lutheran Church, feel free to speak with
Pastor Fred Berger after the service or anytime during the week! (call/text 402-239-4509;
email pastorberger@gmail.com) If you think you might be interested in joining the St. Paul’s
church family, Pastor would be more than happy to take you through some Bible studies at
whatever time or location is most convenient for you to learn more about what we teach.
If you would like more information about St. Paul’s Lutheran School, feel free to speak with
Mr. Andrew Danner! (call/text 402-433-5349; email danner@stpaulsplymouth.org) He
1 answer any questions you might have about
would love to give you a tour of the school and
the excellent Christ-centered education we offer students of our church and community.

DIVINE SERVICE I
(Christian Worship Supplement p. 15)

OPENING HYMN “In Unity and Peace” (CWS 773) – see page 18 of the service folder
INVOCATION
M: In the name of the Father and of the Son (†) and of the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen.
CONFESSION OF SINS, KYRIE, HOLY ABSOLUTION
M: Beloved in the Lord: let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins to God our
Father, asking Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness.
C: Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful and that I have disobeyed
You in my thoughts, words, and actions. I have done what is evil and failed to do what is
good. For this I deserve Your punishment both now and in eternity. But I am truly sorry for
my sins, and trusting in my Savior Jesus Christ, I pray: Lord, have mercy on me, a sinner.
LORD, HAVE MERCY

M: God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has given His only Son to be the
atoning sacrifice for our sins. Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by His authority, I
forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son (†) and of the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen.
PRAYER AND PRAISE
M: In the peace of this forgiveness, let us praise the Lord.
GLORY TO GOD
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PRAYER OF THE DAY
M: Gracious Father, keep Your family, the Church, always faithful to You, that we may

rely on the hope of Your promises and be strong in the power of Your love; through
Your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever.
C: Amen.
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THE WORD
First Lesson — I Samuel 26:7-13; 17-25
Would anyone have faulted David for killing Saul? Saul had unfairly abused him; Saul had
unfairly exiled him; Saul had unfairly tried to kill him. Now David has a chance to run a spear
through Saul, but he decides to let Saul live. Trusting that God was in control, David had no need
for vengeance, which freed him to be able to love even his enemy Saul.
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So David and Abishai went to the army by night, and there was Saul, lying asleep inside the
camp with his spear stuck in the ground near his head. Abner and the soldiers were lying around
him.
8
Abishai said to David, “Today God has delivered your enemy into your hands. Now let me pin
him to the ground with one thrust of my spear; I won’t strike him twice.”
9
But David said to Abishai, “Don’t destroy him! Who can lay a hand on the LORD’s anointed
and be guiltless? 10 As surely as the LORD lives,” he said, “the LORD himself will strike him; either
his time will come and he will die, or he will go into battle and perish. 11 But the LORD forbid that
I should lay a hand on the LORD’s anointed. Now get the spear and water jug that are near his
head, and let’s go.”
12
So David took the spear and water jug near Saul’s head, and they left. No one saw or knew
about it, nor did anyone wake up. They were all sleeping, because the LORD had put them into a
deep sleep.
13
Then David crossed over to the other side and stood on top of the hill some distance away;
there was a wide space between them.
17
Saul recognized David’s voice and said, “Is that your voice, David my son?”
David replied, “Yes it is, my lord the king.” 18 And he added, “Why is my lord pursuing his
servant? What have I done, and what wrong am I guilty of? 19 Now let my lord the king listen to
his servant’s words. If the LORD has incited you against me, then may he accept an offering. If,
however, men have done it, may they be cursed before the LORD! They have now driven me
from my share in the LORD’s inheritance and have said, ‘Go, serve other gods.’ 20 Now do not let
my blood fall to the ground far from the presence of the LORD. The king of Israel has come out to
look for a flea—as one hunts a partridge in the mountains.”
21
Then Saul said, “I have sinned. Come back, David my son. Because you considered my life
precious today, I will not try to harm you again. Surely I have acted like a fool and have erred
greatly.”
22
“Here is the king’s spear,” David answered. “Let one of your young men come over and get
it. 23 The LORD rewards every man for his righteousness and faithfulness. The LORD delivered you
into my hands today, but I would not lay a hand on the LORD’s anointed. 24 As surely as I valued
your life today, so may the LORD value my life and deliver me from all trouble.”
25
Then Saul said to David, “May you be blessed, my son David; you will do great things and
surely triumph.”
So David went on his way, and Saul returned home.
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Second Lesson — Romans 12:9-21
In the twelfth chapter of Romans Paul urges us to offer our bodies as living sacrifices to God. In
this lesson, we find practical examples of how spiritual acts of worship are offered to God
through our love for our neighbor. Loving our brothers and sisters and sharing with those in need
certainly makes sense. But like Jesus in the portion of the Sermon on the Mount we are going to
look at this morning, Paul goes a step beyond loving those who love you. He reiterates Jesus’
point by saying, “Bless those who persecute you…do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil
with good.”
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Love must be sincere. Hate what is evil; cling to what is good. 10 Be devoted to one another in
brotherly love. Honor one another above yourselves. 11 Never be lacking in zeal, but keep your
spiritual fervor, serving the Lord. 12 Be joyful in hope, patient in affliction, faithful in prayer. 13
Share with God’s people who are in need. Practice hospitality.
14
Bless those who persecute you; bless and do not curse. 15 Rejoice with those who rejoice;
mourn with those who mourn. 16 Live in harmony with one another. Do not be proud, but be
willing to associate with people of low position. Do not be conceited.
17
Do not repay anyone evil for evil. Be careful to do what is right in the eyes of everybody. 18 If
it is possible, as far as it depends on you, live at peace with everyone. 19 Do not take revenge, my
friends, but leave room for God’s wrath, for it is written: “It is mine to avenge; I will repay,” says
the Lord. 20 On the contrary: “If your enemy is hungry, feed him; if he is thirsty, give him
something to drink. In doing this, you will heap burning coals on his head.” 21 Do not be
overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good.
Verse of the Day — Philippians 2:1-3
Alleluia. If you have any encouragement from being united with Christ, if any comfort from his
love, if any fellowship with the Spirit, if any tenderness and compassion, 2 then make my joy
complete by being like-minded, having the same love, being one in spirit and purpose. 3 Do
nothing out of selfish ambition or vain conceit, but in humility consider others better than
yourselves. Alleluia.
Holy Gospel — Matthew 5:38-48 (Sermon Text)
M: The Gospel according to St. Matthew, chapter 5:

38

“You have heard that it was said, ‘Eye for eye, and tooth for tooth.’ 39 But I tell you, Do not
resist an evil person. If someone strikes you on the right cheek, turn to him the other also. 40 And
if someone wants to sue you and take your tunic, let him have your cloak as well. 41 If someone
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forces you to go one mile, go with him two miles. 42 Give to the one who asks you, and do not
turn away from the one who wants to borrow from you.
43
“You have heard that it was said, ‘Love your neighbor and hate your enemy.’ 44 But I tell you:
Love your enemies and pray for those who persecute you, 45 that you may be sons of your
Father in heaven. He causes his sun to rise on the evil and the good, and sends rain on the
righteous and the unrighteous. 46 If you love those who love you, what reward will you get? Are
not even the tax collectors doing that? 47 And if you greet only your brothers, what are you doing
more than others? Do not even pagans do that? 48 Be perfect, therefore, as your heavenly Father
is perfect.
M: The Gospel of the Lord:

CONFESSION OF FAITH — Nicene Creed
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that
is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the
Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one
being with the Father. Through Him all things were made. For us and for our salvation, He
came down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary, and became
fully human. For our sake He was crucified under Pontius Pilate. He suffered death and was
buried. On the third day He rose again in accordance with the Scriptures. He ascended into
heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the
living and the dead, and His kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father
and the Son, who in unity with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, who has
spoken through the prophets. We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church. We
acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead
and the life of the world to come. Amen.
HYMN OF THE DAY “This Is My Will” (CW 497)
SERMON — Matthew 5:38-48

7

After the sermon, the congregation sings:

OFFERING
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be
done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever
and ever. Amen.
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THE SACRAMENT
M: The Lord be with you.
C: And also with you.
M: Lift up your hearts.
C: We lift them up to the Lord.
M: Let us give thanks to the Lord, our God.
C: It is good and right so to do.
M: It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in all places give You thanks, O Lord,
holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lived among
us as a human being and revealed His glory as Your only Son, full of grace and truth.
Therefore, with all the saints on earth and hosts of heaven, we praise Your holy name and
join their glorious song:
HOLY, HOLY, HOLY
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WORDS OF INSTITUTION
M: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night He was betrayed, took bread; and when He had given
thanks, He broke it and gave it to His disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is My (†) body,
which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of Me.”
Then He took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying,
“Drink from it, all of you; this is My (†) blood of the new
covenant, which is poured out for you for the forgiveness of
sins. Do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of Me.”
M: The peace of the Lord be with you always.
C: Amen.
O CHRIST, LAMB OF GOD
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CLOSE COMMUNION We ask that only those who have previously spoken to our pastor or are
members in good standing of this or another WELS or ELS congregation come to Holy
Communion today. Our practice of Close Communion (which has been the practice of the
Christian Church throughout the ages) is in no way trying to judge anyone’s faith. What we are
trying to do is follow the Bible’s clear teaching (I Corinthians 11) to first study God’s Word
together. As we do so, we can share with/review with you what the Lord’s Supper is all about.
You, then, also have an opportunity to examine what we believe and teach before you come to
the Lord’s Supper here at St. Paul’s and make a public profession that you agree with what we
teach.
If you have any questions about this or would like to commune at St. Paul’s in the future, please
talk to Pastor Berger after worship this morning. He would love to sit down with you on your
timetable and at your convenience and talk about these important matters.
DISTRIBUTION HYMNS

“God Loved the Word So that He Gave” (CW 391)

“Take and Eat” (CWS 741) – see page 19 of the service folder
SONG OF SIMEON
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M: O give thanks to the Lord, for He is good.
C: And His mercy endures forever.
M: We give thanks, almighty God, that You have refreshed us with this Holy Supper. We pray
that through it You will strengthen our faith in You and increase our love for one another.
We ask this in the name of Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C: Amen.
M: The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and (†) give you peace.
C: Amen.
Closing Hymn “Amazing Grace – How Sweet the Sound” (CW 379)

NOTES AND NEWS
Pastor Fred Berger
C-402-239-4509 O-402-656-3003
pastorberger@gmail.com

Principal Andrew Danner
C-402-433-5349 O-402-656-4465
danner@stpaulsplymouth.org

Organist: Rachel Schroeder
Teen Usher: Christian Benash
Greeters: Dallas & Vickie Christ
Broadcast Announcers: Ethan Paxton, Brett Scheiding
LET US ENCOURAGE ONE ANOTHER (HEBREWS 10:25)
207 were present to receive God’s grace in worship.
115 were present to learn God’s Word in Bible Study: Bible Class –61; Sunday School – 43;
Ladies Aid –11
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BIRTHDAYS AND ANNIVERSARIES
Today – Stacey Freese
Monday – Jessi Damrow
Tuesday – Shawn Freese
Thursday – Sandy Scheele, Ross Wollenburg, M/M Nathan Schwab,
Leah Weichel, Stacey Birkett, Gail Schroeder
Friday – Natalie Hueske
Saturday – Marcia Nispel, Rick Gerlach
Sunday – Chris Weichel

Today

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday
Saturday
Sunday

This Week, By God’s Grace (February 12th- 19th)
Sunday School, Bible Class
Worship with Communion
Stewardship Committee Meeting
Chili Cook-Off/Corn Hole Toss Tournament
Faculty Meeting
Circuit Meeting at St. Mark, Lincoln
Silent Auction Meeting
Faculty Devotion
LES Catechism
Mom & Me Valentine’s Day Party
School Chapel – Pastor Kahrs
Public School Instruction Class
Youth Group Planning Meeting
Faculty Devotion
LES Catechism
BB Games at St. John’s, Seward
Junior Choir Concert
St. Paul’s School Silent Auction at Classics
Sunday School, Bible Class
Worship
Confirmation Meeting
(Greeters: Derek & Amy Weichel)
(Childcare: Joanne Kerwood, RoJane Meyer)
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9:00am
10:00am
11:15am
4:00-8:00pm
7:15am
8:00am
6:15pm
7:15am
8:30am
10:00am
8:30am
6:00-7:30pm
7:00pm
7:15am
8:30am
5:00 & 6:15pm
7:00pm
6:00pm
9:00am
10:00am
11:00am

Presentation on Islam — Dr. Mark Christian is a Christian convert from Islam who grew up in
Egypt. He will speak at Faith Lutheran Church, 300 Hamilton St. in Rising City, on Sunday, March
19. Topics for discussion include: Mark's personal story; teachings and practices of Islam;
outreach to Muslims; and threats of stealth jihad in the United States. The presentation begins
at 3:00 p.m. After a short break at 4:00 p.m., Mark’s presentation continues. Faith
congregation will serve a fellowship meal at 5:30 p.m.
Knight Out — Anyone interested in being a sponsor for the “NELHS Knight Out” scheduled for
March 11, 2017 is asked to complete and return a sponsor form to NELHS as soon as possible.
Forms are available on the table in the front entrance. The NELHS Knight Out is an evening of
Christian fellowship and entertainment where funds are raised for projects at Nebraska
Lutheran High School. This year’s entertainment will be The Divers in Concert.
Aluminum Can Drive – The PTO Aluminum Can Drive will be running through
Feb 15th. There is an enclosed trailer on the north side of the church along the
school basketball court. Please put any aluminum you’d like to donate in that
trailer. Thank you!
Box Tops for Education – Please have all box tops to the school or church office by Sunday,
February 26th. They must be submitted to General Mills by March 1st.
School Archery Program – Our school has been awarded a $2,400 grant from the Nebraska
Game and Parks Commission towards a brand new archery kit which we will be using in PE with
our upper graders. We have already received all the equipment and Mrs. Danner is excited to
begin using it with the students later this spring. Thanks to the grant, our school is only
responsible for covering the remaining $600. If this is a cause close to your heart, please
consider making a donation to our school to defray this remaining balance. Talk to Mrs. Danner
or Mr. Danner for more details.
Thrivent Choice Dollars – A notice to those who use Thrivent Choice to direct charitable gifts to
church and school: Choice dollars must be directed every year by March 31st. To designate your
dollars, you can access your account by calling 800-847-4836 and when prompted say “Thrivent
Choice.” Or you can access your account online at Thrivent.com/thriventchoice
Old Computers – Our school has a fair amount of older computer equipment that we are
currently not using sitting in storage. This includes flat screen computer monitors, towers,
keyboards, and mice. We no longer need these desktop computers since we have converted the
computer lab into a classroom and have begun switching to more portable student computer
devices. Talk to Mr. Danner or Mr. Tom Worster if you are interested in taking any of this
computer equipment.
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Pinewood Derby—Christy Krueger is coordinating another pinewood derby this year on
Saturday, April 8th at 2 PM. There is a children’s division and a division for adults. Location is
still being determined. But if you would like to sign up and start working on your car, please
send Christy an email at igottakrueger@hotmail.com
2017 Guidebook — The new Guidebooks are available in both tract racks (in the entryway to
church and the fellowship hall). The Guidebook is a great way to review all the ways you can get
involved in the church. Let Pastor know if you have any questions.
Mom & Me Valentine’s Day Party — Moms and little ones of any age are invited to a morning
of Valentine's Day fun on Tuesday, February 14th at 10am in the church basement. Activities
include crafts, games, and cookie-decorating. Finger foods and snacks will be provided. Invite
your friends! If you have any questions, contact Steph Wehrman (402) 239-9894 or Steph
Berger (402) 239-1523.
School Auction — The School Auction is on Saturday, February 18th at 6PM. It will be held at
Classic’s in Beatrice. If you have any questions about the auction or are still interested in
purchasing tickets, please contact the school office, PTO officers, or Board of Education
members. Tickets are $25 each. Funds raised will be used for technology improvements. There
are also opportunities to be a table sponsor or general event sponsor. Auction donations are
also being accepted.
As part of the school auction, there will be an auction bake sale. If you are interested in
providing a baked good for the bake sale, we ask that it be brought to the school on Friday,
February 17.
Please find all the information at the Website and Facebook Page:
Auction Website: http://www.auctria.com/auction/stpaulsplymouth
Auction Facebook Page: https://www.facebook.com/events/1872282569663207/
FACEBOOK – Are you on Facebook? If so, “follow” and “like” our church page: St.
Paul’s Ev. Lutheran Church, Plymouth, Nebraska. Also, please “share” the various
event fliers that we post on that page. This is an easy and effective way to tell
everyone about the great things that are going on at our church and school.
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