St. Paul’s Plymouth
October 28th, 2018 – Trinity 22
Service of the Word and Sacrament
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Welcome
THANK YOU for joining us for worship today!
We pray that your spiritual life will be nourished through Word and Sacrament.
 If you desire, there is a nursery in the back on the west side of the church, but please know
that your children are ALWAYS welcome in our service no matter how much noise they
make. We’re happy to have them hear the Word and join us praising God with their voices!
 Before you leave, please sign the guest register. It is located on the top of the stairs in the
church entryway.
 Please talk to one of the Elders (seated in the back of the church) if you have questions
about the service or the congregation.
 Large print service folders are available. Please speak to one of the Elders if this would be
of assistance to you.
 Our Sunday morning service can be heard on KWBE 1450AM (94.7FM) and viewed live and
archived at www.stpaulsplymouth.org. Please share this information with those who are
not able to attend worship.
 Prayers before Worship can be found in Christian Worship – A Lutheran Hymnal, pages 1011.

Broadcast Sponsor
Our broadcast this morning is sponsored with several smaller gifts from various faithful
listeners, out of thankfulness for the blessings provided through our broadcast ministry.

Focus for Our Worship
The general theme of the season of Holy Trinity is “Life in the Church of the Triune God.”
The general theme after the Festival of the Holy Trinity of Sundays 19-23 is “The Opposition
to the Christian Life: the Devil, the Flesh, and the World.” Specifically, on this Sunday of
the of the Wicked Servant, the focus is on “Resisting the Unforgiving Flesh.”
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SERVICE OF WORD AND SACRAMENT – CHRISTIAN WORSHIP – page 26
OPENING HYMN “Chief of Sinners Though I Be” (CW 385)
Please stand
M The grace of our Lord % Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be
with you.
C And also with you.
CONFESSION OF SINS and HOLY ABSOLUTION
M God invites us to come into His presence and worship Him with humble and penitent hearts.
Therefore, let us acknowledge our sinfulness and ask Him to forgive us.
c Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful and that I have disobeyed You in
my thoughts, words, and actions. I have done what is evil and failed to do what is good. For
this I deserve Your punishment both now and in eternity. But I am truly sorry for my sins, and
trusting in my Savior Jesus Christ, I pray: Lord, have mercy on me, a sinner.
M God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has given His only Son to be the atoning
sacrifice for our sins. Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by His authority, I forgive you all
your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son % and of the Holy Spirit.
C Amen.
LORD, HAVE MERCY
M For all that we need in life and for the wisdom to use all Your gifts with gratitude and joy, hear
our prayer, O Lord.

M For the steadfast assurance that nothing can separate us from Your love and for the courage to
stand firm against the assaults of Satan and every evil, hear our prayer, O Christ.

M For the well-being of Your holy Church in all the world and for those who offer here their
worship and praise, hear our prayer, O Lord.
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M Merciful God, maker and preserver of life, uphold us by Your power and keep us in Your tender
care:

M: The works of the Lord are great and glorious; His name is worthy of praise.
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PRAYER OF THE DAY
M O almighty and most merciful God, who alone can give us the motivation to forgive, empower us
through Word and Sacrament to oppose our sinful unforgiving flesh and to shower forgiveness
on one another, through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever,

FIRST LESSON — Micah 7:15-20
The Holy Lord assures us of His forgiveness of all the sins which we have committed against Him on
the basis of the sacrificial death of the Messiah (and thereby empowers us to relay His forgiveness to
others).
15“As in the days when you came out of Egypt,
I will show them my wonders.”
16Nations will see and be ashamed,
deprived of all their power.
They will lay their hands on their mouths
and their ears will become deaf.
17They will lick dust like a snake,
like creatures that crawl on the ground.
They will come trembling out of their dens;
they will turn in fear to the LORD our God
and will be afraid of you.
18Who is a God like you,
who pardons sin and forgives the transgression
of the remnant of his inheritance?
You do not stay angry forever
but delight to show mercy.
19You will again have compassion on us;
you will tread our sins underfoot
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and hurl all our iniquities into the depths of the sea.
will be true to Jacob,
and show mercy to Abraham,
as you pledged on oath to our fathers
in days long ago.

20You

SECOND LESSON — Philippians 1:3-11
The Apostle Paul here urges the members of the Church of Christ to a loving fellowship which
necessarily implies mutual forgiveness (in opposition to the selfish flesh) and reassures us of the
forgiveness won by Christ and dispensed through His Word and Sacraments which empowers us to
forgive.
3

I thank my God every time I remember you. 4 In all my prayers for all of you, I always pray with joy
of your partnership in the gospel from the first day until now, 6 being confident of this, that
he who began a good work in you will carry it on to completion until the day of Christ Jesus.
7
It is right for me to feel this way about all of you, since I have you in my heart; for whether I am in
chains or defending and confirming the gospel, all of you share in God’s grace with me.
8 God can testify how I long for all of you with the affection of Christ Jesus.
9
And this is my prayer: that your love may abound more and more in knowledge and depth of
insight, 10 so that you may be able to discern what is best and may be pure and blameless until the
day of Christ, 11 filled with the fruit of righteousness that comes through Jesus Christ—to the glory
and praise of God.
5 because

VERSE OF DAY — Ephesians 4:32
M Alleluia. Be kind and compassionate to one another, forgiving each other, just as in Christ God
forgave you. Alleluia!
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HOLY GOSPEL — Matthew 18:23-35
Sermon Text
23
“Therefore, the kingdom of heaven is like a king who wanted to settle accounts with his servants.
24
As he began the settlement, a man who owed him ten thousand talents was brought to him.
25
Since he was not able to pay, the master ordered that he and his wife and his children and all that
he had be sold to repay the debt.
26
“The servant fell on his knees before him. ‘Be patient with me,’ he begged, ‘and I will pay back
everything.’ 27 The servant’s master took pity on him, canceled the debt and let him go.
28
“But when that servant went out, he found one of his fellow servants who owed him a hundred
denarii. He grabbed him and began to choke him. ‘Pay back what you owe me!’ he demanded.
29 “His fellow servant fell to his knees and begged him, ‘Be patient with me, and I will pay you
back.’
30
“But he refused. Instead, he went off and had the man thrown into prison until he could pay the
debt. 31 When the other servants saw what had happened, they were greatly distressed and went
and told their master everything that had happened.
32
“Then the master called the servant in. ‘You wicked servant,’ he said, ‘I canceled all that debt of
yours because you begged me to. 33 Shouldn’t you have had mercy on your fellow servant just as I
had on you?’ 34 In anger his master turned him over to the jailers to be tortured, until he should pay
back all he owed.
35 “This is how my heavenly Father will treat each of you unless you forgive your brother from your
heart.”
M This is the Gospel of the Lord!

HYMN OF THE DAY “This Is My Will” (CW 497)
SERMON — Matthew 18:23-35 “The Forgiven Forgive”
NICENE CREED
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is,
seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one being with
the Father. Through Him all things were made. For us and for our salvation, He came down from
heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary, and became fully human. For our
sake He was crucified under Pontius Pilate. He suffered death and was buried. On the third day He
rose again in accordance with the Scriptures. He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right
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hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and His kingdom
will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the
Son, who in unity with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, who has spoken through
the prophets. We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one
baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead and the life of the
world to come. Amen.
OFFERING
RECEPTION OF NEW MEMBERS
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
LORD’S PRAYER
c Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on
earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we
forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from
evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.
THE SACRAMENT
M The Lord be with you.

M Lift up your hearts.

M Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
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M Praise to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! In love He has blessed us with every
spiritual blessing. He sends the Holy Spirit to testify that we are His children and to strengthen
us when we are weak. Now have come the salvation and the power and the kingdom of our
God and the authority of His Christ. To Him who sits on the throne and to the Lamb be praise
and thanks and honor and glory for ever and ever.

WORDS OF INSTITUTION
M Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night He was betrayed, took bread; and when He had given thanks,
He broke it and gave it to His disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is My + body, which is given
for you. Do this in remembrance of Me.”
Then He took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of you; this is
My + blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for the forgiveness of sins. Do this,
whenever you drink it, in remembrance of Me.”
M The peace of the Lord be with you always.
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LAMB OF GOD

CLOSE COMMUNION We ask that only those who have previously spoken to our pastor or are
members in good standing of this or another WELS or ELS congregation come to Holy Communion
today. Our practice of Close Communion (which has been the practice of the Christian Church
throughout the ages) is in no way trying to judge anyone’s faith. What we are trying to do is follow
the Bible’s clear teaching (I Corinthians 11) to first study God’s Word together. As we do so, we can
share with/review with you what the Lord’s Supper is all about. You, then, also have an opportunity
to examine what we believe and teach before you come to the Lord’s Supper here at St. Paul’s and
make a public profession that you agree with what we teach.
If you have any questions about this or would like to commune at St. Paul’s in the future, please talk
with Pastor Berger after worship this morning. He would love to sit down with you on your timetable
and at your convenience and talk about these important matters.
DISTRIBUTION OF THE LORD’S SUPPER
PRAYER BEFORE COMMUNION
Lord, I am not worthy to be a guest at Your holy table. But You are a friend of sinners, and You will
not cast me out. This bread is Your body, which bore my sins upon the tree. This wine is Your blood,
which purifies me from all guilt. At Your invitation, I come rejoicing. Receive me, my Savior. Amen.

10

DISTRIBUTION HYMNS:
“Take and Eat” (CWS 741) – see page 18 of the service folder
“Jesus Sinners Does Receive” (CW 304)
“Abide with Me” (CW 588)
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
Thank You, Lord Jesus Christ, for nourishing me in this sacrament with Your body and blood. You
have given me forgiveness, life, and salvation. Let me always remain in You as a branch remains in
the vine. Send me out in the power of Your Spirit to live and work to Your praise and glory. Amen.
THANKSGIVING

M Hear the prayer of Your people, O Lord, that the lips which have praised You here may glorify
You in the world, that the eyes which have seen the coming of Your Son may long for His coming
again, and that all who have received in His true body and blood the pledge of Your forgiveness
may be restored to live a new and holy life, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns
with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
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M Brothers and sisters, go in peace. Live in harmony with one another. Serve the Lord with
gladness.
The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and + give you peace.

CLOSING HYMN “In Unity and Peace” (CWS 773) – see page 19 of the service folder

NOTES AND NEWS
Pastor Fred Berger
C-402-239-4509 O-402-656-3003
pastorberger@gmail.com

Principal Andrew Danner
C-402-433-5349 O-402-656-4465
danner@stpaulsplymouth.org

Organist: Angie Zulauf
Teen Usher: Gavin Weichel
Greeters: Lillian Freese, Aleatha Gronemeyer
Childcare: Mary Hueske, Andrea Weichel
Broadcast Announcers: Neil Bekemeyer, Tom Hueske

BIRTHDAYS AND ANNIVERSARIES
Today – Neil Bekemeyer, Bently Styers Tuesday – Marv Yost, Brevin Damrow
Thursday
– Bailey
Green,
Emily Carrel
– Nicholas
Scheele
Monday
– Harper
Danner
TuesdayFriday
– M/M
Doyle Kerwood
Sunday – Glenn Bekemeyer, Delores Busch
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This Week, By God’s Grace (October 28th – November 4th)
Today

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday
Thursday

Friday
Saturday

Sunday

Sunday School, Bible Class
Worship-Communion
Quarterly Meeting
2nd Quarter Sunday School Teachers’ Meeting
Area Reformation Service at Grace, Seward
NELHS Association Meeting (at Grace Seward)
Faculty Meeting
Junior Choir Rehearsal
Monday Night Worship - Communion
Elders’ Meeting
Faculty Devotion
LES Catechism
Full Staff Meeting
School Chapel
NO PSI Class
Faculty Devotion
LES Catechism
Ladies Aid
Junior Choir Rehearsal
Junior Choir
LEGO League
(Gr. 5-8: 9:00am-Noon/Gr. 2-4: 10:00am-Noon)
(Remember to turn your clocks back 1 hour)
Sunday School, Bible Class
Worship
(Greeters: Logan & Megan Scheele)
(Childcare: Amy Weichel, RoJane Meyer)

9:00am
10:00am
11:15am
11:45am
4:00pm
5:00pm
7:15am
3:50-5:00pm
7:30pm
8:30pm
7:15am
8:30am
3:45pm
8:30am
7:15am
8:30am
2:30pm
3:50-5:00pm
3:50-4:20pm
9:00am-Noon

9:00am
10:00am

Joint Reformation Service – There will be a joint Reformation service with
local WELS congregations this afternoon beginning at 4PM. The service will
be held at Grace Lutheran Church in Seward, NE. The full address is: 746
Pinewood Avenue, Seward, NE 68434.
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Fall Church Cleaning – We extend our thanks to all who helped with the church cleaning this past
week. What a wonderful blessing to see our members sharing their time and labors to care for our
church building so that it reflects the love and respect we have for our Lord and His house of
worship!
Scripture Storytelling – On Friday, November 16th, our school children will have an opportunity to
hear and see something unique. Daniel Dexter, a staff minister from one of our WELS churches in El
Paso, TX, will visit St. Paul's with his "Scripture Storytelling." He memorizes books of the Bible and
then shares them word-for-word in what he calls a storytelling style. This isn’t a dry recitation nor is
it an actor's performance. Daniel calls it a 'living proclamation' that aims to treat the listeners as
participants, giving them a feel of what it may have been like to hear and see the words and works
of God through the apostles and prophets. Daniel states: "A common encouragement I hear is that
this storytelling makes the Bible come alive. But what I love about Scripture Storytelling, and the
reason it’s so powerful to me also as I share it, is that God’s Word IS alive, active and dynamic with
God's presence and power; I’m just putting that character of God’s Word on display in proclamation."
Parents and everyone from the St. Paul's church family, you are welcome to join us for this special
event on Friday, November 16th beginning at 8:30 a.m. at church. "My goal is to put the memory
treasures of God’s Word on display," Daniel says, "to show children the possibilities with memory
work, that it isn’t a dull thing, but a dynamic blessing when you’re working with God’s living and
active Word." Daniel will be sharing Jonah, portions of Luke, and more. Come and experience the
power and drama of God's Word!
Youth Group Activity – The Youth Group (The J-Walkers) of Zion, Clatonia, invite area WELS high
school students to join them for roller skating in Beatrice on Saturday, November 10, from 7-10. The
admission cost is $5, plus $1.50 rental for skates/$2.00 for roller blades.
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This Thanksgiving our Evangelism Committee is giving us an opportunity to serve those who are
in need. If you would like to participate, you can do one (or more) of the following:

• Bring non-perishable food items to worship
Sunday, November 11th, Sunday, November
18th, Thanksgiving Day, November 22nd, or
Sunday, November 25th.

• Bring a monetary gift. These gifts will go
into a fund for the Elders to use when people
request assistance with food or gasoline.

• Remember in your prayers God’s blessings
to you and remember in your prayers those
in need.

Please note: The Food Pantry is in need of the following types of nonperishable items: tuna,
Soup – all types, pasta noodles, spaghetti sauce, canned tomatoes, pancake mix (complete mix
where just water is needed), syrup, cereal – cold and hot, rice, instant/boxed potatoes,
canned meat, pork & beans, boxed dinners, flour/sugar, cooking oil, instant/evaporated milk,
macaroni & cheese, peanut butter, jelly, crackers, after-school snacks, bread, coffee, condiments,
canned fruit, soap, shampoo, toilet paper, toothpaste/toothbrushes, diapers – especially the
larger sizes, diaper rash cream, antiperspirant, feminine hygiene products, laundry detergent,
paper towels/Kleenex
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QUARTERLY VOTERS’ MEETING AGENDA
October 28th, 2018 - 11:15AM
(Please bring your Quarterly Report along to the meeting)
1.

Opening Prayer by Pastor Berger

2.

Secretary’s Minutes – in Quarterly Report

3.

Treasurer’s Report

4.

New Voting Members

5.

Elders
-

Membership Changes
Accept as New Communicant Members: Lance Bice, Jamey Krueger, Jenni Krueger

6.

Board of Education
Principal’s Report
2001 Van with 27,000 miles from Fairbury Health and Rehab - $4000
Outdoor Classroom
Silent Auction – transportation and tuition assistance
Treasurer’s Report

7.

Trustees
Bell was fixed in bell tower
Leak in fellowship bathroom was fixed
Working on Building Fund Project Proposal for next year. Some possibilities:
• A/C unit in church office area needs to be replaced soon
• Power washing the church siding
• Thermostats to match the one in the sanctuary
• New carpeting in fellowship area, kitchenette, and church offices (current is 27
years old)
• Carpet cleaning of front of church and aisles
• New gutters on parsonage and bigger downspouts on teacherage

8.

Stewardship Committee Report
New Member Welcome will take place before end of year

9.

Broadcast Committee Report

10. Endowment Committee Report
11. Cemetery Committee Report
12. NELHS Report
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13. Pastor Berger’s Report
Bible Instruction Classes – plan to have one Sunday morning
Take a look at the encouragement in quarterly report to come up with a personal daily
devotional plan
Joint Reformation Service this afternoon
Thanksgiving Day Service – 10AM
DMB Update – Joplin, Sarpy, Wichita
Have one more week of allotted three weeks of vacation. Will take it on Mon-Fri in
November. Pastor Kronebusch will preach November 11.
14. Other Business
Health Insurance for Called Workers
Nominating Committee (Brian Burger, Pastor Berger, Joel Schroeder, Nathan Schwab,
Doug Weishahn, Ethan Schroeder, Brett Scheiding) will need to meet in November to
propose a list of candidates to the December church council meeting, and then shared
with the congregation at least two Sundays prior to the annual meeting.
Budget Committee (Brian Burger, Pastor Berger, Joel Schroeder, Nathan Schwab, Brett
Scheiding, Stan Hueske, Brian Scheele, Logan Scheele, Doug Weishahn, 2 At-large
members) will need to meet at the beginning of December
Next Council Meeting will be Thursday, November 29th at 8PM
15. Close with the singing of the Doxology
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If you would like more information about St. Paul’s Lutheran Church, feel free to speak
with Pastor Fred Berger after the service or anytime during the week! (call/text 402239-4509; email pastorberger@gmail.com) If you think you might be interested in
joining the St. Paul’s church family, Pastor would be more than happy to take you
through some Bible studies at whatever time or location is most convenient for you to
learn more about what we teach.
If you would like more information about St. Paul’s Lutheran School, feel free to speak
with Mr. Andrew Danner! (call/text 402-433-5349; email danner@stpaulsplymouth.org)
He would love to give you a tour of the school and answer any questions you might
have about the excellent Christ-centered education we offer students of our church and
community.

Please contact us! We would love to serve you!
Church Office 402-656-3003
School Office 402-656-4465
Pastor Fred Berger 402-239-4509
Church Secretary Mrs. Deb Wells 402-853-2035
Mrs. Tracie Hueske (Preschool/Principal Release Teacher) 402-230-0607
Mrs. Becky Briney (K-1) 269-358-2998
Mrs. Rachel Schroeder (2-3) 402-239-1206
Mrs. Beckie Bekemeyer (4-5) 402-239-7667
Principal Andrew Danner (6-8) 402-433-5349

St. Paul’s Lutheran Church and School

In an ever-changing world, St. Paul’s Evangelical Lutheran Church exists to build Christ’s kingdom in
people’s hearts with the un-changing Gospel of Jesus Christ.

106 East Highway 4
Plymouth, NE 68424
402-656-3003
www.stpaulsplymouth.org
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