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St. Paul’s Evangelical Lutheran Church & SCHOOL 

Plymouth, Nebraska 

stpaulsplymouth.org 
 

In an ever-changing world, St. Paul’s Evangelical Lutheran Church exists to build Christ’s kingdom in 

people’s hearts with the un-changing Gospel of Jesus Christ. 
 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
 

October 23rd, 2016 
Pentecost 23 

 

Welcome — To friends who know us, we renew 
our welcome; to those who are visiting us for 
the first time, we extend a warm welcome; to 
those who seek a church home, we offer 
fellowship with the living Savior. We pray that 
your time with us this morning is a blessing to 
you. Before you leave, please sign our guest 
book located in the front entrance. And be sure 
to worship with us again! 
 
Broadcast Sponsor — Our broadcast today is 
sponsored by an anonymous donor out of 
thankfulness for the blessings of our broadcast 
ministry. 
 

Prayers before Worship can be found in 
Christian Worship – A Lutheran Hymnal, pages 
10-11.  
 
Focus for Our Worship — This week’s focus is 
on prayer.  God asks believers to pray to 
Him…and He promises to hear and to answer 
our prayers according to His good and perfect 
will.  As God continues to come to us and talk to 
us through His Word and Sacrament, may we 
respond with bold and persistent prayer 
knowing that God will give us what we ask…or in 
His infinite and eternally focused wisdom, 
something better. 

 

 
 

 
 

SERVICE OF THE WORD 
(Christian Worship - p. 38) 

 

 

OPENING HYMN “With the Lord Begin Your Task” (CW 478) 
 

 

GREETING, CONFESSION OF SINS, AND HOLY ABSOLUTION 
M: The grace of our Lord  Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be 
 with you. 
C: And also with you. 
 

M: We have come into the presence of God, who created us to love and serve Him as His dear 
 children. But we have disobeyed Him and deserve only His wrath and punishment. Therefore, let 
 us confess our sins to Him and plead for His mercy. 
C: Merciful Father in heaven, I am altogether sinful from birth. In countless ways I have sinned 
 against You and do not deserve to be called Your child. But trusting in Jesus, my Savior, I pray: 
 Have mercy on me according to Your unfailing love. Cleanse me from my sin, and take away 
 my guilt. 
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 M: God, our heavenly Father, has forgiven all your sins. By the perfect life and innocent death of our 
 Lord Jesus Christ, He has removed your guilt forever. You are His own dear child. May God give 
 you strength to live according to His will. 
C: Amen. 
 
M: In the peace of this forgiveness, let us praise the Lord. 

 
 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
M: Lord God, increase our faith and trust in You as we study Your Word together this morning and 

make us bold and confident to approach Your throne of mercy with requests, petitions, and 
thanksgiving, through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen. 
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THE WORD 
 

FIRST LESSON – Genesis 18:20-32 
Abraham gives us a great example of humble, bold, unselfish, and persistent prayer as he talks to God 
about Sodom and Gomorrah.   
 

20 Then the LORD said, “The outcry against Sodom and Gomorrah is so great and their sin so 
grievous 21 that I will go down and see if what they have done is as bad as the outcry that has 
reached me. If not, I will know.”  

22 The men turned away and went toward Sodom, but Abraham remained standing before the 
LORD. 23 Then Abraham approached him and said: “Will you sweep away the righteous with the 
wicked? 24 What if there are fifty righteous people in the city? Will you really sweep it away and not 
spare the place for the sake of the fifty righteous people in it? 25 Far be it from you to do such a 
thing—to kill the righteous with the wicked, treating the righteous and the wicked alike. Far be it 
from you! Will not the Judge of all the earth do right?”  

26 The LORD said, “If I find fifty righteous people in the city of Sodom, I will spare the whole place for 
their sake.”  

27 Then Abraham spoke up again: “Now that I have been so bold as to speak to the Lord, though I 
am nothing but dust and ashes, 28 what if the number of the righteous is five less than fifty? Will you 
destroy the whole city because of five people?”  

“If I find forty-five there,” he said, “I will not destroy it.”  
29 Once again he spoke to him, “What if only forty are found there?”  
He said, “For the sake of forty, I will not do it.”  
30 Then he said, “May the Lord not be angry, but let me speak. What if only thirty can be found 

there?”  
He answered, “I will not do it if I find thirty there.”  
31 Abraham said, “Now that I have been so bold as to speak to the Lord, what if only twenty can be 

found there?”  
He said, “For the sake of twenty, I will not destroy it.”  
32 Then he said, “May the Lord not be angry, but let me speak just once more. What if only ten can 

be found there?”  
He answered, “For the sake of ten, I will not destroy it.”  

 
PSALM OF THE DAY – Psalm 121, which can be found on page 112 in the front portion of the hymnal 
 
SECOND LESSON – 2 Corinthians 12:7-10 
In this reading, Paul talks about his thorn in the flesh, something that he struggled with in this sin cursed 
world.  As you think about your life, what is your personal thorn, or maybe you think of many more than 
just one?  Three times Paul pleads with the Lord to take it away.  Jesus answers his prayer with something 
better – “My grace is sufficient for you.”  God was going to use this problem in Paul’s life to daily point 
Paul to Jesus and his heavenly Home.  Let us apply this reading to ourselves and join Paul in confessing, 
“When I am weak, then I am strong.” 
 

“7 To keep me from becoming conceited because of these surpassingly great revelations, there was 
given me a thorn in my flesh, a messenger of Satan, to torment me. 8 Three times I pleaded with the 
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Lord to take it away from me. 9 But he said to me, “My grace is sufficient for you, for my power is 
made perfect in weakness.” Therefore I will boast all the more gladly about my weaknesses, so that 
Christ’s power may rest on me. 10 That is why, for Christ’s sake, I delight in weaknesses, in insults, in 
hardships, in persecutions, in difficulties. For when I am weak, then I am strong.” 
 
JUNIOR CHOIR “The Truth Will Set You Free” by James Chettonis 
 
VERSE OF THE DAY – Philippians 4:6,7 
Alleluia.  6 Do not be anxious about anything, but in everything, by prayer and petition, with 
thanksgiving, present your requests to God. 7 And the peace of God, which transcends all 
understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.  Alleluia.  

  

 
 
HOLY GOSPEL – Luke 18:1-8a  (Sermon Text) 

Then Jesus told his disciples a parable to show them that they should always pray and not give up. 
2 He said: “In a certain town there was a judge who neither feared God nor cared about men. 3 And 
there was a widow in that town who kept coming to him with the plea, ‘Grant me justice against my 
adversary.’  

4 “For some time he refused. But finally he said to himself, ‘Even though I don’t fear God or care 
about men, 5 yet because this widow keeps bothering me, I will see that she gets justice, so that she 
won’t eventually wear me out with her coming!’ ”  

6 And the Lord said, “Listen to what the unjust judge says. 7 And will not God bring about justice for 
his chosen ones, who cry out to him day and night? Will he keep putting them off? 8 I tell you, he will 
see that they get justice, and quickly.”  
 

M: This is the Gospel of the Lord!  
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HYMN OF THE DAY “What a Friend We Have in Jesus” (CW 411) 
 
SERMON –  Luke 18:1-8a Speaking Boldly and Persistently to Our Heavenly Father 
  
APOSTLES’ CREED 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth.  
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of 
the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. He descended 
into hell. The third day He rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven and is seated at the 
right hand of God the Father almighty. From there He will come to judge the living and the dead.  
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness 
of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.  

 
OFFERING 
 
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH  
 
LORD’S PRAYER 
C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on 

earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we 
forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 
evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever.  Amen. 

 
HYMN “Christians, While on Earth Abiding” (CW 408) 
 
CLOSING PRAYER AND BLESSING  
M: O Lord God, our heavenly Father, pour out the Holy Spirit on Your faithful people. Keep us strong 

in Your grace and truth, protect and comfort us in all temptation, and bestow on us Your saving 
peace, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, now and forever. 

 
 

 
 
M: Brothers and sisters, go in peace. Live in harmony with one another. Serve the Lord with 

gladness. 
 The LORD bless you and keep you. 
 The LORD make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
 The LORD look on you with favor and  give you peace. 
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CLOSING HYMN   “May the Peace of God” (CWS 745) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Reprinted under CCLI License #3240029. 
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NOTES AND NEWS  
Pastor Fred Berger                           Principal Andrew Danner 
C-402-239-4509   O-402-656-3003       C-402-433-5349   O-402-656-4465 
pastorberger@gmail.com                danner@stpaulsplymouth.org 
 

Organist: Angie Zulauf 
Teen Usher: Travis Likens 
Greeters: Derek & Amy Weichel 
Broadcast Announcers: Michael Wells, Eric Bekemeyer 
 

 
 

This Week, By God’s Grace (October 23
rd

 – 30
th

) 
Today 
 
 
 
 
Monday 
Tuesday 
 
 
 
Wednesday 
 
Thursday 
 
 
 
 
Friday 
 
Saturday 
Sunday 

Sunday School, Bible Class 
Worship 
Quarterly Voters’ Meeting 
NELHS Silent Auction 
NELHS Fall Concert 
Faculty Meeting 
Faculty Devotion 
School Chapel – Pastor Berger 
LES Catechism 
PTO Meeting 
PSI Class   
Adult Choir 
Faculty Devotion 
LES Catechism 
Preschool Pumpkin Patch Field Trip 
Men’s Work Group 
Ladies Aid 
Men’s Bible Study Breakfast 
K-1 Homestead Field Trip 
LES VB Tournament at NELHS 
Sunday School, Bible Class 
Worship with Communion 
(Greeters: Wes & Cari Schroeder) 
(Childcare: Andrea Weichel, Joann Kerwood) 
Sunday School Teachers’ Meeting 
Area Reformation Service at NELHS 

9:00am 
10:00am 
11:00am 

1:00-4:30pm 
5:00pm 
7:15am 
7:15am 

 
8:30am 
7:00pm 

6:00-7:30pm 
7:45pm 
7:15am 
8:30am 

 
2:00pm 
2:30pm 
6:45am 

 
 

9:00am 
10:00am 

 
 

11:15am 
4:00pm 

 
BIRTHDAYS AND ANNIVERSARIES 

Today – Gerry Newhouse 
Monday – M/M Mike Herman, Annie Hummel 

Wednesday – Val Weishahn, Joni Schwab 
Thursday – Lukas Worster 

Friday – Neil Bekemeyer, Bently Styers 
Sunday – Marvin Yost 

 

mailto:pastorberger@gmail.com
mailto:danner@stpaulsplymouth.org
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Thank You—We extend our thanks to all who helped with the church cleaning this past week. What a 
wonderful blessing to see our members sharing their time and labors to care for our church building so 
that it reflects the love and respect we have for our Lord and His house of worship! 
 

Voters’ Meeting—Our voters will be meeting in the fellowship area for the quarterly meeting 
immediately following our worship service today. 
 

Joint Reformation Service—On Sunday, October 30
th

, we will be having a joint Reformation service with 
other area WELS congregations (Christ, Beatrice; Zion, Clatonia; St. John’s, Cortland; St. 
Mark, Lincoln; Mr. Olive, Lincoln; Grace, Seward; Bethel, York; and Faith, Rising City). The 
service will be held at Nebraska Lutheran High School (203 Kendall Street, Waco, NE) 
beginning at 4:00 p.m. Pastor Seth Haakenson will be serving as the preacher.  The KRT will 
sing and the offering (minus expenses) will go to NELHS Scholarships.  Information about 

special plans for the next year’s 500
th

 anniversary celebration will be shared after the service.  Everyone is 
welcome and encouraged to attend. 
 

Book Fair—The St. Paul’s Scholastic Book Fair is scheduled for Monday, Oct 24
th

 through Sunday, Nov 13
th

 
and will be held in the school library.  Currently, this week’s book fair hours are:   

10/24 – 5:00 pm – 6:30 pm 
10/25 – 3:30 pm – 6:30 pm   
10/26 – 3:30 pm – 6:30 pm 
10/27 – 3:30 pm – 6:30 pm 
10/30 – 11:00 am – noon (right after church service) 

 

Additional hours to shop will be based on volunteers we have sign up.  Those times will be posted on 
posters in the school, on the St Paul’s PTO Facebook page, in teacher newsletters and in next week’s 
church bulletin.  Those that shop early will get the best selections, but please note that you may also shop 
the online fair where there are thousands of titles to choose from.  All online purchases will be shipped to 
our school at the end of the book fair and they will be delivered to you. 
 

You may shop the online book fair starting Tuesday, 10/25 through Monday, 11/14.  Please visit 
http://www.scholastic.com/bf/stpaulslutheranschoolplymouth.  
 

All purchases benefit our school with new books for our school library and each of the classroom 
libraries.  Last year, we earned $650 in free books during our Book Fair. 
 

If you have any questions about the book fair, please feel free to contact Tammy Wurm at 402-239-6946.  
The St. Paul’s PTO and students thank you for your support! 
 

License Plate Holders—We have a number of complimentary NELHS License Plate Holders located on the 
table in the front entrance.  If you would like one, please feel free to take one along with you. 
 

LWMS 2016 Fall Rally 
The Nebraska Central Plains Circuit Rally was held this past Saturday at Grace Lutheran Church in Geneva.  
Attending from our congregation were Mary Hueske, Joan Hummel, Marge Schmidt, Sharon Schroeder, 
and Judy Frank.  Host pastor, Stephen Kruschel, led the opening devotion with the theme “A Meditation 
on Our Christian Calling.”  Children from their Christian Day School opened the devotion by singing “The 
First Song of Isaiah.” 
 

http://www.scholastic.com/bf/stpaulslutheranschoolplymouth
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Linda Liesener presented the main topic “Healing of Body and Soul in Africa,” highlighting her work with 
the Central Africa Medical Mission (CAMM) in Zambia and Malawi and the many needs there.   
 

CAMM has teamed up with “Teethsavers,” a Christian non-profit, which will come to the Malawi clinic 
sites and provide free dental checks to all children under 6 years old.  CAMM sees over 60,000 patients a 
year, so in order to supply free toothbrushes to all of their patients, they have asked the LWMS to provide 
30,000 toothbrushes over the next few years to assist their efforts.  Mrs. Liesener reported that our circuit 
had already collected 5,000 toothbrushes toward that goal.  Our own Ladies Aid donated 60 dozen 
toothbrushes. 
 

Following a delicious lunch provided and served by the ladies of Grace, Pastor Wayne Oblender 
(Aurora/Sutton) presented a Bible study entitled “Opportunities for Joyful and Thankful Service.” 
 

During the business meeting we heard reports on areas of mission interest.  Pastor Nathanael Seelow 
(Kearney) gave the Home and World Missions report.  The Board for Home Missions authorized eight new 
mission starts in 2016.  One that might be of particular interest to us at St. Paul’s is in Lehi, Utah.  Our 
former pastor, Dan Heiderich, has accepted the Call to start this mission south of Salt Lake City in an area 
that has a very strong Mormon presence. 
 

Interesting statistics in the World Missions report include that WELS World Missions serve 74,834 
baptized members; 60,000 more souls through correspondence and workshops; is training more than 
170 men to become pastors in their own countries; supports 41 missionaries, 9 teachers, and more than 
60 lay workers in our missions; and is reaching more than 194,000 via internet outreach.   
 

Our Befriend a Mission (BAM) assignment continues to be San Pedro Lutheran Church, a Hispanic mission 
in south Milwaukee.  San Pedro received a new pastor from the 2016 Seminary graduating class.  Pastor 
William Dunn and his wife, Lauren, are the parents of two young children and are expecting their third 
child at the end of this month.  We will receive a new mission assignment in December for the years 2017-
2018. 
 

The main request from the missions and missionaries is for our prayers.  Cards, letters, notes of 
encouragement, and gifts are also appreciated.  
 

Mission Box offerings totaled $1,223, the offering collected during the opening devotion was $676, and 54 
members signed the registration sheets. The business meeting concluded with an invitation from Christ 
Lutheran Church, Grand Island, who will host the spring rally. 
 

Pastor Seelow led the closing devotion instructing all to “go forth and serve.”  
 

                                                Judy Frank 
                                                LWMS Reporter 
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Quarterly Voters’ Meeting Agenda 
October 23rd, 2016 - 11:00 a.m. 

 
 

1. Opening Prayer 

2. Secretary’s Minutes – in Quarterly Report 

3. Treasurer’s Report  

4. New Voting Members 

5. Elders 

- Membership Changes: 

 Accept Maci Hicks(communicant member) through adult confirmation. 

  Accept Laura Smith (communicant member) through adult confirmation. 

 Accept Jake and Angela Carrel (communicant members) and their children 

Ryan, Emily and Owen Carrel (baptized souls) through transfer from Christ 

Lutheran in Beatrice 

 Accept Rich and Gerry Newhouse (communicant members) through transfer 

from Faith, Pittsburg, Kansas. 

6. Board of Education 

- Principal’s Report 

-  Van Update 

7. Trustees 

- Bell Tower Repair Update – Steeple will be patched with sealant 

- Plans to make a space for a wheelchair by cutting the front east pew in half per voters’ 

recommendation in August 

8. Stewardship Committee Report 

9. Broadcast Committee Report 

- Sound System Update 

10. Endowment Committee Report 

- Currently the Endowment Committee is overseeing one of the four endowments.  It is 
the committee’s recommendation to begin overseeing all four of the endowments 
(St. Paul’s School Tuition Endowment, St. Paul’s Student Endowment aka Loren 
Mueller Estate, St. Paul’s Cemetery Endowment, and St. Paul’s Church Endowment) 
at the beginning of 2017. 

11. Cemetery Committee Report 

12. NELHS Report 
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13. Pastor Berger’s Report 

- Thank you for the love and support 

- Bible Instruction Classes 

- Reformation Joint Service 

- Youth – Raking and Program 

- Thanksgiving Day Worship – 10AM 

- Thanksgiving and Christmas EDDM flyer 

14. Other Business 

- Organ repairs – first 2 weeks of January – volunteers will be needed to keep cost low 

- Stained Glass Window – Palace Glass will be coming to inspect cracked windows on 

east side 

- Nominating Committee 

 Thursday, November 10 at 7PM 

 Brian Burger, Pastor Berger, Joel Schroeder, Tom Worster, Matt Meyer, Nick 

Schroeder 

 Positions to nominate two voting members for: Elder, Board of Ed, Trustee, 

Stewardship x 2, Endowment, Cemetery 

- Budget Committee 

 Thursday, December 8 at 7PM 

 Brian Burger, Pastor Berger, Mark Wells, Brett Scheiding, Joel Schroeder, Tom 

Worster, Edwin Schneider, Nick Schroeder, Matt Meyer, 2 members of the 

congregation chosen by Brian Burger 

15. Close with the Singing of the Doxology  
 

 

 

 

 


