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Welcome 
 

 
 

 

 If you desire, there is a nursery in the back on the west side of the church, but please know 
that your children are ALWAYS welcome in our service no matter how much noise they 
make. We’re happy to have them hear the Word and join us praising God with their voices! 
 

 Before you leave, please sign the guest register.  It is located on the top of the stairs in the 
church entryway. 

 

 Please talk to one of the Elders (seated in the back of the church) if you have questions 
about the service or the congregation. 
 

 Large print service folders are available.  Please speak to one of the Elders if this would be 
of assistance to you. 
 

 Our Sunday morning service can be heard on KWBE 1450AM (94.7FM) and viewed live and 
archived at www.stpaulsplymouth.org.  Please share this information with those who are 
not able to attend worship. 
 

 Prayers before Worship can be found in Christian Worship – A Lutheran Hymnal, pages 10-
11.  

Broadcast Sponsor 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

Focus for Our Worship 
     

 
 
 

 

 

Our broadcast this morning is sponsored by the Trinity Ladies Group from Grafton, 
Nebraska, out of thankfulness for the blessings provided through our broadcast ministry. 

 

  

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

THANK YOU for joining us for worship today! 

We pray that your spiritual life will be nourished through Word and Sacrament. 
 

Today is the 21st Sunday after Trinity according to the historic lectionary of the church year.   
It is the Sunday of the Noble of Capernaum.  The general theme after the Festival of the 
Holy Trinity for Sundays 19-23 is “The Opposition to the Christian Life:  the Devil, the Flesh, 
and the World.”   
 

http://www.stpaulsplymouth.org/
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PUBLIC RECOGNITION OF A PRIVATE BAPTISM 
SERVICE OF THE WORD - page 38 of Christian Worship 

 

SUNDAY SCHOOL CHOIR “Thy Word” by Michael Smith and Amy Grant 
 

OPENING HYMN “In You Is Gladness” (CW 346) 
 

Please stand 
INVOCATION 

P:   In the name of the Father and of the Son % and of the Holy Spirit.  
C: Amen. 

 
PUBLIC RECOGNITION OF A PRIVATE BAPTISM 

P: Our Lord Jesus Christ gave His church the command to baptize when He said in the last 
chapter of Matthew, “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to Me. 
Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father 
and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything I have 
commanded you.”  

 Scripture makes plain the universal need for Baptism.  As children of Adam, we belong to 
a fallen race.  From our parents we inherit a sinful nature and would be lost forever unless 
delivered by our Lord Jesus Christ.  He willingly took on Himself the curse of sin and by His 
death on the cross redeemed us and all people.   

 Christ’s almighty Word gives Baptism its power to save. Peter declares, “Baptism now 
saves you.” Scripture also clearly teaches that the power and promise of Baptism is 
intended for young and old alike.  On the day of Pentecost the apostle testified, “The 
promise is for you and your children and for all who are far off, for all whom the Lord our 
God will call.”  By water and the Spirit, we are born again and united with Christ and His 
people as members of the Church. We recall what baptism means for our daily lives as we 
speak these words: 

c: Baptism means that the sinful nature in us should be drowned by daily sorrow and 
repentance, and that all its evil deeds and desires be put to death.  It also means that a 
new person should daily arise to live before God in righteousness and purity forever. 

P: As baptized children of God we confess our sins: 
c: Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful, and that I have disobeyed 

You in my thoughts, words, and actions. I have done what is evil and failed to do what is 
good. For this I deserve Your punishment both now and in eternity. But I am truly sorry 
for my sins, and trusting in my Savior Jesus Christ, I pray: Lord, have mercy on me, a 
sinner.  
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P: God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has given His only Son to be the 
atoning sacrifice for our sins. Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by His authority, I 
forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son % and of the Holy Spirit.  

C:   Amen. 
 

Please Be Seated 
 

HYMN “God’s Own Child, I Gladly Say It” (CWS 737, st. 1) 
(Text: Erdmann Neumeister, 1671-1756; tr. Robert E. Voelker, b. 1957 © 1991 Robert E. Voelker.  All right reserved. Used by permission.)  
(Reprinted with permission under One License #A-711841. All rights reserved.) 
 

N God’s own child, I gladly say it: I am baptized into Christ! 
He, because I could not pay it, Gave my full redemption price. 

Do I need earth’s treasures many? I have one worth more than any 
That brought me salvation free, Lasting to eternity! 

 

                            
P:  Receive the sign of the cross on the head % and heart % to mark you as 

one redeemed by Christ.  
 

P: Before the Lord and His church, I ask you, were Emery and Evelyn 
baptized in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit?   

R:  Yes, Emery and Evelyn were baptized in the name of the Father and of the Son and of 
the Holy Spirit.  

P In having Emery and Evelyn baptized, you followed the Lord’s command to baptize all 
nations. Jesus Himself specifically invited little children to become a part of His kingdom 
when He said, “‘Let the little children come to me, and do not hinder them, for the 
kingdom of God belongs to such as these. I tell you the truth, anyone who will not receive 
the kingdom of God like a little child will never enter it.’ And He took the children in His 
arms, put His hands on them, and blessed them.” 

P: The Almighty God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, has forgiven all your sins.  By your 
baptism, you are born again and made a dear child of your Father in heaven. May God 
strengthen you to live in your baptismal grace all the days of your life. Peace be with you. 

 

EXHORTATION 
P:  Brothers and Sisters in Christ: 
 Our Lord commands that we teach His precious truths to all who are baptized. Christian love 

therefore urges all of us, especially parents and witnesses, to assist in whatever manner 
possible so that Emery and Evelyn may remain children of God until death. If you are willing 
to accept this responsibility, then answer: Yes, as God gives me strength. 

 

C:  Yes, as God gives me strength. 
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 P: Let us pray: Merciful Father in heaven, we thank You for the blessing of baptism by which 
You offer and grant the forgiveness of sins, life, and salvation. Help us each to look back on 
our baptism and remember the white robe of righteousness You adorned us with as You 
made us Your children.  Look with special favor on Emery and Evelyn and grant them a rich 
measure of Your Spirit that they may grow in faith and godly living.  Make us willing to carry 
out our responsibilities as parents, witnesses, friends, and family so that one day all of us 
will finally come to the blessed joys of heaven, through Jesus our Lord. 

 C: Amen. 
 

HYMN “God’s Own Child, I Gladly Say It” (CWS 737, st. 5) 
(Text: Erdmann Neumeister, 1671-1756; tr. Robert E. Voelker, b. 1957 © 1991 Robert E. Voelker.  All right reserved. Used by permission.)  
(Reprinted with permission under One License #A-711841. All rights reserved.) 
             

N There is nothing worth comparing To this lifelong comfort sure! 
Open-eyed my grave is staring: Even there I’ll sleep secure. 

Though my flesh awaits its raising, Still my soul continues praising: 
I am baptized into Christ; I’m a child of paradise! 

 
 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
P Lord, we ask You to keep Your household, the Church, in continual Godliness, that through 
 Your protection it may be free from all adversities and devoutly given to serve You to the 
 glory of Your name, through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the 
 Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
 

 
 

THE WORD 
 

FIRST LESSON – Zechariah 3:1-9 
Then he showed me Joshua the high priest standing before the angel of the LORD, and Satan 

standing at his right side to accuse him. 2 The LORD said to Satan, “The LORD rebuke you, Satan! 
The LORD, who has chosen Jerusalem, rebuke you! Is not this man a burning stick snatched from 
the fire?”  

3 Now Joshua was dressed in filthy clothes as he stood before the angel. 4 The angel said to 
those who were standing before him, “Take off his filthy clothes.”  

Then he said to Joshua, “See, I have taken away your sin, and I will put rich garments on you.”  
5 Then I said, “Put a clean turban on his head.” So they put a clean turban on his head and 

clothed him, while the angel of the LORD stood by.  
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6 The angel of the LORD gave this charge to Joshua: 7 “This is what the LORD Almighty says: ‘If 
you will walk in my ways and keep my requirements, then you will govern my house and have 
charge of my courts, and I will give you a place among these standing here.  

8 “ ‘Listen, O high priest Joshua and your associates seated before you, who are men symbolic 
of things to come: I am going to bring my servant, the Branch. 9 See, the stone I have set in front 
of Joshua! There are seven eyes on that one stone, and I will engrave an inscription on it,’ says 
the LORD Almighty, ‘and I will remove the sin of this land in a single day.  
 
PSALM OF THE DAY – Psalm 30, found on page 76 in the front portion of the hymnal 
(The psalm will be sung in half-verses. Pastor will sing the first half and the congregation will sing 
the second half. Everyone will join in singing the refrain and Gloria Patri.) 
 
SECOND LESSON – Ephesians 6:10-17 
10 Finally, be strong in the Lord and in his mighty power. 11 Put on the full armor of God so that 
you can take your stand against the devil’s schemes. 12 For our struggle is not against flesh and 
blood, but against the rulers, against the authorities, against the powers of this dark world and 
against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly realms. 13 Therefore put on the full armor of 
God, so that when the day of evil comes, you may be able to stand your ground, and after you 
have done everything, to stand. 14 Stand firm then, with the belt of truth buckled around your 
waist, with the breastplate of righteousness in place, 15 and with your feet fitted with the 
readiness that comes from the gospel of peace. 16 In addition to all this, take up the shield of 
faith, with which you can extinguish all the flaming arrows of the evil one. 17 Take the helmet of 
salvation and the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God. 
 
VERSE OF THE DAY – Hosea 13:14 
P  Alleluia.  “I will ransom them from the power of the grave; I will redeem them from death. 
 Where, O death, are your plagues? Where, O grave, is your destruction?” says the Lord 
 Almighty.  Alleluia!  
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HOLY GOSPEL – John 4:46-54 
(Sermon Text) 

46 Once more he visited Cana in Galilee, where he had turned the water into wine. And there 
was a certain royal official whose son lay sick at Capernaum. 47 When this man heard that Jesus 
had arrived in Galilee from Judea, he went to him and begged him to come and heal his son, 
who was close to death.  

48 “Unless you people see miraculous signs and wonders,” Jesus told him, “you will never 
believe.”  

49 The royal official said, “Sir, come down before my child dies.”  
50 Jesus replied, “You may go. Your son will live.”  
The man took Jesus at his word and departed. 51 While he was still on the way, his servants 

met him with the news that his boy was living. 52 When he inquired as to the time when his son 
got better, they said to him, “The fever left him yesterday at the seventh hour.”  

53 Then the father realized that this was the exact time at which Jesus had said to him, “Your 
son will live.” So he and all his household believed.  

54 This was the second miraculous sign that Jesus performed, having come from Judea to 
Galilee.  
 
P This is the Gospel of the Lord! 

 
 
 
HYMN OF THE DAY “Oh, for a Faith that Will Not Shrink” (CW 405) 
(Stanzas 1, 2, 4, 6 – All;    Stanza 3 – Women;    Stanza 5 – Men)   
                       
SERMON         JOHN 4:46-54 

“FAITH’S FOUNDATION WHEN GOD SEEMS TO PLAY THE DEVIL” 
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APOSTLES’ CREED 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth.   
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born 
of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. He 
descended into hell. The third day He rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven and 
is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty. From there He will come to judge the 
living and the dead.  

 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the 
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.  

 
OFFERING 
 
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH  
 
LORD’S PRAYER 
c Our Father, who art in heaven,  
  hallowed be Thy name,  
  Thy kingdom come,  
  Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  
 Give us this day our daily bread;  
 and forgive us our trespasses,  
  as we forgive those who trespass against us;  
 and lead us not into temptation,  
 but deliver us from evil.  
 For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory  
  forever and ever. Amen. 
 
HYMN “This Is the Threefold Truth” (CW 406) 
 
CLOSING PRAYER AND BLESSING 
P O Lord God, our heavenly Father, pour out the Holy Spirit on Your faithful people. Keep us 

strong in Your grace and truth, protect and comfort us in all temptation, and bestow on us 
Your saving peace, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
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P Brothers and sisters, go in peace. Live in harmony with one another. Serve the Lord with 
gladness. 

 The LORD bless you and keep you. 
 The LORD make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
 The LORD look on you with favor and give % you peace. 

 
 
 

CLOSING HYMN “God’s Word Is Our Great Heritage” (CW 293) 
  

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
NOTES AND NEWS 

 
 
 

Pastor Fred Berger                     Principal Andrew Danner 
C-402-239-4509   O-402-656-3003                                                  C-402-433-5349   O-402-656-4465 
pastorberger@gmail.com                                                                         danner@stpaulsplymouth.org 
 

Organist: Ann Freese 
Teen Usher: Gavin Weichel 
Greeters: Neil & Beckie Bekemeyer 
Childcare: Karen Schroeder, Pat Bekemeyer 
Broadcast Announcers: Don Wurm, Barry Weichel  
 
 

BIRTHDAYS AND ANNIVERSARIES 
Today – M/M Matt Strein 

Monday – Arlis Freese, Chloe Herman, M/M Travis Shepler 
Tuesday – Gerry Newhouse 

Wednesday – Annie Hummel, M/M Mike Herman 
Thursday – M/M Geron Brown 

Friday – Joni Schwab, Val Weishahn 
Sunday – Neil Bekemeyer, Bently Styers 

 

mailto:pastorberger@gmail.com
mailto:danner@stpaulsplymouth.org


10 

 

 
This Week, By God’s Grace (October 21st – October 28th) 

 
Thank You – We extend our thanks to Pastor Wayne Laitinen for conducting our worship service 
this morning. Pastor Laitinen had been serving as a pastor in New Ulm, MN and recently retired. 
He is presently serving as the interim campus pastor at Nebraska Ev. Lutheran High School 
during the first semester.   
 
 

Today 
 
Monday 
 
 
Tuesday 
 
Tues.-Thurs. 
Wednesday 
 
 
Thursday 
 
 
Friday 
 
 
Saturday 
 
Sunday 
 
 
 
 

Sunday School, Bible Class 
Worship  
Faculty Meeting 
1st Quarter Report Cards 
Volleyball Practice (A&B) 
Faculty Devotion 
School Chapel 
Parent-Teacher Conferences 
Church Cleaning (Last Names S-Z) 
Volleyball Practice (A Team) 
NO PSI Class 
Faculty Devotion 
Men’s Work Group 
Church Cleaning (Last Names S-Z) 
Men’s Bible Study Breakfast 
Junior Choir 
PTO Harvest Party (All Invited) 
LES Volleyball Tournament at NELHS (A&B Teams) 
Church Cleaning (Last Names S-Z) 
Sunday School, Bible Class 
Worship – Communion 
Quarterly Meeting 
2nd Quarter Sunday School Teachers’ Meeting 
Area Reformation Service at Grace, Seward 
NELHS Association Meeting (at Grace, Seward) 
(Greeters: Lillian Freese, Aleatha Gronemeyer) 
(Childcare: Mary Hueske, Andrea Weichel) 
 
  

9:00am 
10:00am 

7:15am 
 

3:30-5:30pm 
7:15am 
8:30am  

 
2-7pm 

3:30-5:30pm 
 

7:15am 
2:00pm 

2-5pm 
6:45am 

3:50-4:20pm 
6-8:30pm 

 
9am-Noon 

9:00am 
10:00am 
11:15am 
11:45am 

4:00pm 
5:00pm 
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In Our Prayers 
 Art Wells – he had surgery at Lincoln Surgical Hospital Thursday and returned home Friday. 
 Justin Weichel – he had outpatient surgery at Beatrice Community Hospital Thursday to 

reattach the tips of two fingers and treat another broken finger following a shop accident. 
 
Fall Church Cleaning – The annual fall cleaning (cleaning those areas that are not done on a 
weekly basis) of our church building is this week, October 24-27. All those whose last names 
begin with the letters S-Z* are asked to come and clean at one of the scheduled times.  We have 
tried to accommodate everyone.  For those who work outside of the home, we have later hours 
on Wednesday in addition to Saturday morning, and there are afternoon hours if that works 
better for you. Please look at the sign-up sheet on the table in the 
narthex and indicate when you will come. There is also a place to 
sign up at the bottom of the sheet if none of the designated times 
work for you. Cleaning supplies are provided. Contact Judy at 656-
3055 if you have any questions. Thank you for your help! 
 

*Please note that we have changed the alphabetical break down 
so that the numbers in each group are more evenly divided. We 
will go with last names beginning with A-R for spring cleaning and S-Z for fall cleaning. 
 

Joint Reformation Service – There will be a joint Reformation service with 
local WELS congregations on Sunday, October 28th at 4PM. The service will 
be held at Grace Lutheran Church in Seward, NE. The full address is: 746 
Pinewood Avenue, Seward, NE 68434. Also, please note that if you are 
planning to attend the catered meal being served after the service, you are 
asked to sign the sheet on the table in the front entrance. The RSVP 
deadline date is today. 

 
Joint Reformation Service Choir – If you would like to be part of singing in the joint Reformation 
choir (compiled of singers from all area WELS churches), they will be singing a song called “Only 
Through Faith.”  If you are interested in the music or would like assistance learning the music, 
please speak with Cari Schroeder. 
 

 
Box Tops – Box Tops for Education need to be submitted soon. Please have 
them to the school or church office by Sunday, October 28th.  Thank you! 
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Harvest Party Candy – There is a box in the entryway to church if you 
would like to donate individually wrapped candy or small prizes for the 
Harvest Party on Friday, October 26th (from 6:00-8:30PM).  Also, please 
plan to attend the harvest party as the PTO would like to invite all our 
church family and community members.  Thank you! 
 
Pastor On Vacation – Pastor and his family will be returning from vacation Thursday evening.  If 
you need pastoral care before then, please contact Pastor Frank (402-239-3220) or call the 
church office (402-656-3003). 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

St. Paul’s Lutheran Church and School 
In an ever-changing world, St. Paul’s Evangelical Lutheran Church exists to build Christ’s kingdom in 

people’s hearts with the un-changing Gospel of Jesus Christ.  

106 East Highway 4 
Plymouth, NE 68424  
402-656-3003 
www.stpaulsplymouth.org 

 

 
Please contact us!  We would love to serve you! 

 
Church Office 402-656-3003           School Office 402-656-4465                                                                          

Pastor Fred Berger 402-239-4509 
Church Secretary Mrs. Deb Wells 402-853-2035                              

Mrs. Tracie Hueske (Preschool/Principal Release Teacher) 402-230-0607 
Mrs. Becky Briney (K-1) 269-358-2998 

Mrs. Rachel Schroeder (2-3) 402-239-1206 
Mrs. Beckie Bekemeyer (4-5) 402-239-7667 

Principal Andrew Danner (6-8) 402-433-5349  

 

 

 


