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St. Paul’s Evangelical Lutheran Church & SCHOOL 

Plymouth, Nebraska 

stpaulsplymouth.org 
 

In an ever-changing world, St. Paul’s Evangelical Lutheran Church exists to build Christ’s kingdom in 

people’s hearts with the un-changing Gospel of Jesus Christ. 
 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
 

October 16th, 2016 
Pentecost 22 

 

Welcome — A special welcome to our visitors. 
We are happy to have you with us and hope 
that you will come again soon. There is a 
guestbook for you to sign in the church 
entryway. Please contact Pastor Berger or one 
of the Elders (seated in the back of the church) if 
you have questions about our service or our 
congregation. 
 
Broadcast Sponsor — Our broadcast today is 
sponsored by Doyle and Joann Kerwood out of 
thankfulness to the Lord for the many blessings 
shown them during 17 years of marriage. They 
were married October 16, 1999.    
 

Prayers before Worship can be found in 
Christian Worship – A Lutheran Hymnal, pages 
10-11.  
 
Focus for Our Worship — Tears of sorrow and 
joy in the resurrection come face to face at the 
tomb of Lazarus.  As we continue through our 
journey in this vale of tears, may we find 
everlasting comfort in Jesus’ beautiful words, “I 
am the resurrection and the life.”  And the One 
who possesses life is the very One who lovingly 
lavishes it upon us, His dear children.  So let us 
join Paul boldly professing in the second lesson, 
“To live is Christ and to die is gain.” 

 
 

 
 

SERVICE OF THE WORD 
(Christian Worship - p. 38) 

 

 

OPENING HYMN “Day by Day” (CWS 765) – see page 10 of the service folder 
 

 

GREETING, CONFESSION OF SINS, AND HOLY ABSOLUTION 
M: The grace of our Lord  Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be 
 with you. 
C: And also with you. 
 

M: We have come into the presence of God, who created us to love and serve Him as His dear 
 children. But we have disobeyed Him and deserve only His wrath and punishment. Therefore, let 
 us confess our sins to Him and plead for His mercy. 
C: Merciful Father in heaven, I am altogether sinful from birth. In countless ways I have sinned 
 against You and do not deserve to be called Your child. But trusting in Jesus, my Savior, I pray: 
 Have mercy on me according to Your unfailing love. Cleanse me from my sin, and take away 
 my guilt. 
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 M: God, our heavenly Father, has forgiven all your sins. By the perfect life and innocent death of our 
 Lord Jesus Christ, He has removed your guilt forever. You are His own dear child. May God give 
 you strength to live according to His will. 
C: Amen. 
 
M: In the peace of this forgiveness, let us praise the Lord. 

 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
M: Dear Lord, You have sent your Son to defeat death and win the victory for us through the life, 

death, and resurrection of Jesus.  May we continue to read these truths, learn Your Word, and 
take to heart this precious gift of eternal life that is ours only through Jesus Christ our Lord, who 
lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever 
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THE WORD 
 

FIRST LESSON – 2 Kings 4:18-37 
He was an only child born to a woman once barren and a father well advanced in years.  All the mother’s 
love wrapped up in this little boy…which makes the account all the more heartbreaking.  “My head!  My 
head!” the boy cried to his father.  Later that day, he died in his mother’s lap while she rocked him. Can 
you imagine the tears, the sorrow, the grief?  Death is the bitter lot we inherited from Adam. But God 
wants us to know that even in the face of a death as heartrending as this, He promises that whoever 
believes in Him will live, even though he dies. So he lets Elisha show God’s power over death, that we 
might know and believe that Jesus one day will raise us from death to life. 

 
18 The child grew, and one day he went out to his father, who was with the reapers. 19 “My head! 

My head!” he said to his father.  
His father told a servant, “Carry him to his mother.” 20 After the servant had lifted him up and 

carried him to his mother, the boy sat on her lap until noon, and then he died. 21 She went up and 
laid him on the bed of the man of God, then shut the door and went out.  

22 She called her husband and said, “Please send me one of the servants and a donkey so I can go 
to the man of God quickly and return.”  

23 “Why go to him today?” he asked. “It’s not the New Moon or the Sabbath.”  
“It’s all right,” she said.  
24 She saddled the donkey and said to her servant, “Lead on; don’t slow down for me unless I tell 

you.” 25 So she set out and came to the man of God at Mount Carmel.  
When he saw her in the distance, the man of God said to his servant Gehazi, “Look! There’s the 

Shunammite! 26 Run to meet her and ask her, ‘Are you all right? Is your husband all right? Is your 
child all right?’ ”  

“Everything is all right,” she said.  
27 When she reached the man of God at the mountain, she took hold of his feet. Gehazi came over 

to push her away, but the man of God said, “Leave her alone! She is in bitter distress, but the LORD 
has hidden it from me and has not told me why.”  

28 “Did I ask you for a son, my lord?” she said. “Didn’t I tell you, ‘Don’t raise my hopes’?”  
29 Elisha said to Gehazi, “Tuck your cloak into your belt, take my staff in your hand and run. If you 

meet anyone, do not greet him, and if anyone greets you, do not answer. Lay my staff on the boy’s 
face.”  

30 But the child’s mother said, “As surely as the LORD lives and as you live, I will not leave you.” So 
he got up and followed her.  

31 Gehazi went on ahead and laid the staff on the boy’s face, but there was no sound or response. 
So Gehazi went back to meet Elisha and told him, “The boy has not awakened.”  

32 When Elisha reached the house, there was the boy lying dead on his couch. 33 He went in, shut 
the door on the two of them and prayed to the LORD. 34 Then he got on the bed and lay upon the boy, 
mouth to mouth, eyes to eyes, hands to hands. As he stretched himself out upon him, the boy’s body 
grew warm. 35 Elisha turned away and walked back and forth in the room and then got on the bed 
and stretched out upon him once more. The boy sneezed seven times and opened his eyes.  
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36 Elisha summoned Gehazi and said, “Call the Shunammite.” And he did. When she came, he said, 
“Take your son.” 37 She came in, fell at his feet and bowed to the ground. Then she took her son and 
went out.  
 
PSALM OF THE DAY – Psalm 30, which can be found on page 76 in the front portion of the hymnal 
 
SECOND LESSON – Philippians 1:21-26 
Paul shares with the believers in Philippi that life and death for a Christian is a win-win situation.  During 
our short lives here on earth, let us live for the Lord.  And when He takes us Home through the portal of 
death, we look forward to living forever in the bliss of Heaven! 

 
21 For to me, to live is Christ and to die is gain. 22 If I am to go on living in the body, this will mean 
fruitful labor for me. Yet what shall I choose? I do not know! 23 I am torn between the two: I desire to 
depart and be with Christ, which is better by far; 24 but it is more necessary for you that I remain in 
the body. 25 Convinced of this, I know that I will remain, and I will continue with all of you for your 
progress and joy in the faith, 26 so that through my being with you again your joy in Christ Jesus will 
overflow on account of me. 
 
ADULT CHOIR “Come Follow Me” by Berberick/Walker 
 

VERSE OF THE DAY – Job 19:25-27 

Alleluia.  25I know that my Redeemer lives, and that in the end he will stand upon the earth.  
26And after my skin has been destroyed, yet in my flesh I will see God; 27I myself will see him 
with my own eyes—I, and not another. How my heart yearns within me!  Alleluia.   
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HOLY GOSPEL – John 11:17-27; 32-44 (Sermon Text) 
17 On his arrival, Jesus found that Lazarus had already been in the tomb for four days. 18 

Bethany was less than two miles from Jerusalem, 19 and many Jews had come to Martha and 
Mary to comfort them in the loss of their brother. 20 When Martha heard that Jesus was 
coming, she went out to meet him, but Mary stayed at home.  

21 “Lord,” Martha said to Jesus, “if you had been here, my brother would not have died. 22 But 
I know that even now God will give you whatever you ask.”  

23 Jesus said to her, “Your brother will rise again.”  
24 Martha answered, “I know he will rise again in the resurrection at the last day.”  
25 Jesus said to her, “I am the resurrection and the life. He who believes in me will live, even 

though he dies; 26 and whoever lives and believes in me will never die. Do you believe this?”  
27 “Yes, Lord,” she told him, “I believe that you are the Christ, the Son of God, who was to 

come into the world.”  
32 When Mary reached the place where Jesus was and saw him, she fell at his feet and said, 

“Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not have died.”  
33 When Jesus saw her weeping, and the Jews who had come along with her also weeping, he 

was deeply moved in spirit and troubled. 34 “Where have you laid him?” he asked.  
“Come and see, Lord,” they replied.  
35 Jesus wept.  
36 Then the Jews said, “See how he loved him!”  
37 But some of them said, “Could not he who opened the eyes of the blind man have kept this 

man from dying?”  
38 Jesus, once more deeply moved, came to the tomb. It was a cave with a stone laid across 

the entrance. 39 “Take away the stone,” he said.  
“But, Lord,” said Martha, the sister of the dead man, “by this time there is a bad odor, for he 

has been there four days.”  
40 Then Jesus said, “Did I not tell you that if you believed, you would see the glory of God?”  
41 So they took away the stone. Then Jesus looked up and said, “Father, I thank you that you 

have heard me. 42 I knew that you always hear me, but I said this for the benefit of the people 
standing here, that they may believe that you sent me.”  

43 When he had said this, Jesus called in a loud voice, “Lazarus, come out!” 44 The dead man 
came out, his hands and feet wrapped with strips of linen, and a cloth around his face.  

Jesus said to them, “Take off the grave clothes and let him go.”  
 
 

M: This is the Gospel of the Lord!  

 
 
HYMN OF THE DAY “I Know of a Sleep in Jesus’ Name” (CW 211) 
 
 

SERMON –  John 11:17-27; 32-44  
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APOSTLES’ CREED 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth.  

 

I believe in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of 
the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. He descended 
into hell. The third day He rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven and is seated at the 
right hand of God the Father almighty. From there He will come to judge the living and the dead.  
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness 
of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.  

 
OFFERING/HAND CHIME OFFERTORY “How Great Thou Art” – Public Domain 
 
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH  
 
LORD’S PRAYER 

C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be 
done on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil.  For Thine is the kingdom  and the power and the glory forever and 
ever.  Amen. 

 
HYMN “Jerusalem the Golden” (CW 214) 
 
CLOSING PRAYER AND BLESSING  
M: Almighty God, we thank You for teaching us the things You want us to believe and do. Help us by 

Your Holy Spirit to keep Your Word in pure hearts that we may be strengthened in faith, guided 
in holiness, and comforted in life and in death, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and 
reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 

 
 
M: Brothers and sisters, go in peace. Live in harmony with one another. Serve the Lord with 

gladness. 
 The LORD bless you and keep you. 
 The LORD make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
 The LORD look on you with favor and  give you peace. 

 
 
CLOSING HYMN “In Christ Alone” (CWS 752) – see page 11 of the service folder 
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NOTES AND NEWS  
 

Pastor Fred Berger                     Principal Andrew Danner 
C-402-239-4509   O-402-656-3003   C-402-433-5349   O-402-656-4465 
pastorberger@gmail.com         danner@stpaulsplymouth.org 
 

Organist: Rachel Schroeder 
Teen Usher: Travis Likens 
Greeters: Josh & Jody Swartz 
Broadcast Announcers: Don Wurm, Barry Weichel 
 

 

This Week, By God’s Grace (October 16
th

  – 23
rd

) 
Today 
 
 
 
Monday 
 
Tuesday 
 
Wednesday 
 
 
Thursday 
 
 
Friday 
 
 
Saturday 
Sunday 

Sunday School, Bible Class 
Worship 
New Member Welcome – Coffee Hour in School Gym 
NELHS Association Meeting 
Faculty Meeting 
VB Game in Lincoln (B Team) 
Faculty Devotion 
LES Catechism 
School Chapel – Mr. Danner 
Church Cleaning (Last Names N-Z) 
PSI Class   
Faculty Devotion 
LES Catechism 
Church Cleaning (Last Names N-Z) 
1

st
 Quarter Ends at School 

Flu Shot Clinic at School 
PTO Harvest Party 
Church Cleaning (Last Names N-Z) 
Sunday School, Bible Class 
Worship 
(Greeters: Derek & Amy Weichel) 
(Childcare: Steph Scheele, Jaime Danner) 
Quarterly Meeting 
NELHS Silent Auction 
NELHS Fall Concert 

9:00am 
10:00am 
11:00am 

4:00pm 
7:15am 
2:00pm 
7:15am 
8:30am 
8:30am 
2-7pm 

6:00-7:30pm 
7:15am 
8:30am 
2-5pm 

 
 

6:00pm 
9-Noon 
9:00am 

10:00am 
 
 

11:00am 
1:00-4:30pm 

5:00pm 
 

BIRTHDAYS AND ANNIVERSARIES 
Today – M/M Doyle Kerwood 

Monday – Terry Paneitz, M/M Daryl Scheele 
Tuesday – Ann Freese, M/M Bryan Paxton 

Wednesday – Amber Vossler 
Thursday – Christian Benash, Mackenzie Person 

Friday – M/M Matt Strein 
Saturday – Arlis Freese, Chloe Herman     

Sunday – Gerry Newhouse  

mailto:pastorberger@gmail.com
mailto:danner@stpaulsplymouth.org
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PSI – Please note that we will be having Public School Instruction Class this week. 
 
In Our Prayers 

 Rick Gerlach had surgery at St. Elizabeth’s Hospital in Lincoln this past Thursday.  
 
 
Box Tops—Box Tops for Education need to be submitted by the end of October. Please 
bring any Box Tops you have collected to the church or school office by October 23

rd
.  Thank 

you! 
 
Fall Church Cleaning—The annual fall cleaning of our church building is 
scheduled for this week, October 19-22. All those whose last names begin with 
the letters N-Z are asked to come and clean at one of the scheduled times.  We 
have tried to accommodate everyone.  For those who work outside of the 
home, we have later hours on Wednesday and morning hours on Saturday; and 
there are also afternoon hours if that works better for you.  Please look at the 
sign-up sheet on the table in the narthex and indicate when you will come.  
There is also a place to sign up at the bottom of the sheet if none of the 
designated times work for you.  Cleaning supplies are provided. 
 
Voters’ Meeting—You should have received your quarterly report either in your church mailbox or 
electronically.  Please note that the quarterly meeting is scheduled for 11 a.m. next Sunday, October 23

rd
. 

 
Joint Reformation Service—On Sunday, October 30

th
, we will be having a joint Reformation 

service with other area WELS congregations at Nebraska Lutheran High School beginning at 
4:00 p.m. Pastor Seth Haakenson will be serving as the preacher. 
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MEET OUR NEW MEMBERS 
 

Jake, Angey, Ryan, Emily, Owen Carrel 
Jake Carrel grew up in Beatrice.  He earned his Associate’s Degree in fire science in 2001, his Bachelor’s in 
business administration in 2013, and his Paramedic Associate’s in 2016.  He has worked for Beatrice Fire 
and Rescue for 16 years and has been the deputy fire chief for almost two years.  Jake is the founder and 
co-owner of Page My Cell, a company that sends emergency notifications to over 4,000 firefighters across 
Nebraska. 
 

Angela Zander grew up in Norfolk, NE and Kaukauna, WI.  She earned her Bachelor’s in education (math 
and coaching) from UNL in 2005 and her Master’s in curriculum and instruction in 2008.  She is in her 12

th
 

year teaching math at Beatrice High School. 
 

Jake and Angey were married October 4, 2008 at Christ Lutheran in Beatrice.  They are blessed with Ryan 
(six years old), Emily (almost five years old), and Owen (three years old).  Ryan is a 1

st
 grader and Emily is 

in 4K, both at St. Paul’s.  
 

The Carrels are Husker, Royals, and Packer fans!  They enjoy sports, fishing, camping, being outdoors, and 
entertaining at The Shop at their new house! 

 

Maci Hicks 
Maci Hicks is the daughter of David and Jodi Hicks and grew up in rural Plymouth. She graduated from Tri 
County High School in 2012 and is now a student at Northwest Missouri State University in Maryville, 
Missouri, where she is majoring in Pre-Professional Zoology. She will be graduating with her Bachelor of 
Science degree in December 2016.  
 

Maci has recently applied to medical school in hopes of becoming a physician. She hopes to one day serve 
the rural areas of Nebraska as a pediatrician. She is beyond excited for this new adventure and thanks 
everyone at St. Paul’s for their continuing encouragement and support!   
 

Rich and Gerry Newhouse 
Rich was born and raised in Indiana. Gerry was born and raised near Plymouth and was baptized and 
confirmed here at St. Paul’s.  
 

Rich and Gerry met on a blind date in Lincoln and were married at Mt. Olive Lutheran Church in Lincoln in 
2001.  Rich worked for BNSF Railroad and Gerry worked for Nebraska Heart Institute. Upon Rich’s 
retirement, they moved to Grand Lake, Oklahoma.  They now split their time between Oklahoma and 
Nebraska. 

Laura Smith 
Hi! I'm Laura Smith!  I was born and raised on a farm west of DeWitt, Nebraska by my parents, Dr. Roy and 
Karen Smith, along with my three sisters, Connie, Karla, and Deanna. I enjoy helping work on our farm 
where we crop farm, raise cattle, and finish hogs. My youngest sister, Deanna Jo Martin, and I raise, train, 
and sell Performance Quarter Horses. Our business is called Rodeo Solutions, LLC. 
 

In my free time I love spending time with friends and family, and growing in my relationship with my Lord 
by attending Bible studies and going deeper into God's Word! I also love to sew, with the help of my Aunt 
Beverly, and I enjoy cooking! 
 

God has truly blessed me in so many ways! I look forward to using some of my God-given gifts to further 
God's kingdom here at St. Paul's Lutheran Church and outside the walls of the church.  I would like to 
thank everyone for the warm welcome I have received since I started coming to St. Paul's.  
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  Reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-711841. 
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     752                                         In Christ Alone 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

        Text, Tune, Setting: Keith Getty, b. 1974 and Stuart Townend, b. 1963   ©Thank You Music (admin. by EMI Christian Music Publishing).  
        All Rights Reserved.  Used by Permission.  Reprinted under CCLI License #3240029.  
 


