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St. Paul’s Plymouth 
  

October 14th, 2018 – Trinity 20 

 

 

Service of Word and Sacrament  
 

 



2 

 

Welcome 
 

 
 

 

 If you desire, there is a nursery in the back on the west side of the church, but please know 
that your children are ALWAYS welcome in our service no matter how much noise they 
make. We’re happy to have them hear the Word and join us praising God with their voices! 
 

 Before you leave, please sign the guest register.  It is located on the top of the stairs in the 
church entryway. 

 

 Please talk to one of the Elders (seated in the back of the church) if you have questions 
about the service or the congregation. 
 

 Large print service folders are available.  Please speak to one of the Elders if this would be 
of assistance to you. 
 

 Our Sunday morning service can be heard on KWBE 1450AM (94.7FM) and viewed live and 
archived at www.stpaulsplymouth.org.  Please share this information with those who are 
not able to attend worship. 
 

 Prayers before Worship can be found in Christian Worship – A Lutheran Hymnal, pages 10-
11.  
 

Broadcast Sponsor 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

Focus for Our Worship 
     

 
 
 

 

Our broadcast this morning is sponsored by Dallas & Vickie Christ in thankfulness to the 
Lord for the many blessings shown them during 34 years of marriage. They were married 
October 13, 1984. 

 

  

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

THANK YOU for joining us for worship today! 

We pray that your spiritual life will be nourished through Word and Sacrament. 
 

The general theme of the season of Holy Trinity is “Life in the Church of the Triune God.”  
The general theme after the Festival of the Holy Trinity of Sundays 19-23 is “The Opposition 
to the Christian Life:  the Devil, the Flesh, and the World.”  Specifically, on this Sunday of 
the Wedding Feast, the focus will be on “Resisting the Flesh while living in the World.” 
 

http://www.stpaulsplymouth.org/
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SERVICE OF WORD AND SACRAMENT – CHRISTIAN WORSHIP – page 26 
 

OPENING HYMN “What Is the World to Me” (CW 477) 
 

Please stand 
 

M The grace of our Lord % Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be 
with you.  

C    And also with you. 
 

CONFESSION OF SINS and HOLY ABSOLUTION 
M God invites us to come into His presence and worship Him with humble and penitent hearts.  

Therefore, let us acknowledge our sinfulness and ask Him to forgive us.  
c Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful and that I have disobeyed You in 

my thoughts, words, and actions. I have done what is evil and failed to do what is good. For 
this I deserve Your punishment both now and in eternity. But I am truly sorry for my sins, and 
trusting in my Savior Jesus Christ, I pray: Lord, have mercy on me, a sinner.  

 

M God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has given His only Son to be the atoning 
sacrifice for our sins. Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by His authority, I forgive you all 
your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son % and of the Holy Spirit.  

C   Amen. 
 
LORD, HAVE MERCY 
M For all that we need in life and for the wisdom to use all Your gifts with gratitude and joy, hear   

our prayer, O Lord. 

 
 
 

M For the steadfast assurance that nothing can separate us from Your love and for the courage to 
stand firm against the assaults of Satan and every evil, hear our prayer, O Christ. 

 
 
 

M For the well-being of Your holy Church in all the world and for those who offer here their 
worship and praise, hear our prayer, O Lord. 
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M   Merciful God, maker and preserver of life, uphold us by Your power and keep us in Your tender 
care: 

 
 
M:  The works of the Lord are great and glorious; His name is worthy of praise. 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 
M  O almighty and most merciful God, enable us to resist the flesh within us and the world 
 around us through the pardon and peace You have won for us and and given to us through 
 Your Word and Sacraments, through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and 
 the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever, 

   
 

FIRST LESSON — Jeremiah 17:5-9 
The Lord Himself admonishes us to resist the flesh and the world and invites us instead to trust in Him 
alone as the source of the eternal salvation won by the self-sacrifice of the Messiah. 
 

5 This is what the LORD says:  
“Cursed is the one who trusts in man,  

who depends on flesh for his strength  
and whose heart turns away from the LORD.  

6He will be like a bush in the wastelands;  
he will not see prosperity when it comes.  

He will dwell in the parched places of the desert,  
in a salt land where no one lives.  

7“But blessed is the man who trusts in the LORD,  
whose confidence is in him.  

8He will be like a tree planted by the water  
that sends out its roots by the stream.  

It does not fear when heat comes;  
its leaves are always green.  

It has no worries in a year of drought  
and never fails to bear fruit.”  

9The heart is deceitful above all things  
and beyond cure.  
Who can understand it? 
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JUNIOR CHOIR “The Lord Is My Salvation”  by Keith & Kristyn Getty, Nathan Nockels, Jonas Myrin 
 

SECOND LESSON — Ephesians 5:15-21 
The Apostle Paul urges resistance to the flesh and world by the power of the Holy Spirit who comes 
through the means of divine grace around which the church of Christ gathers to receive His gifts and 
worship Him. 
 

15 Be very careful, then, how you live—not as unwise but as wise, 16 making the most of every 
opportunity, because the days are evil. 17 Therefore do not be foolish, but understand what the 
Lord’s will is. 18 Do not get drunk on wine, which leads to debauchery. Instead, be filled with the 
Spirit. 19 Speak to one another with psalms, hymns and spiritual songs. Sing and make music in your 
heart to the Lord, 20 always giving thanks to God the Father for everything, in the name of our Lord 
Jesus Christ.  

21 Submit to one another out of reverence for Christ. 
 

VERSE OF DAY — John 14:14-17 
M  Alleluia.  I have given them your word and the world has hated them, for they are not of the 
 world any more than I am of the world.  My prayer is not that you take them out of the world 
 but that you protect them from the evil one.  They are not of the world, even as I am not of it.  
 Sanctify them by the truth; your word is truth.  Alleluia! 

 

 

 

 
 

HOLY GOSPEL — Matthew 22:1-13 
Sermon Text 
Jesus spoke to them again in parables, saying: 2 “The kingdom of heaven is like a king who prepared a 
wedding banquet for his son. 3 He sent his servants to those who had been invited to the banquet to 
tell them to come, but they refused to come.  

4 “Then he sent some more servants and said, ‘Tell those who have been invited that I have                            
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prepared my dinner: My oxen and fattened cattle have been butchered, and everything is ready. 
Come to the wedding banquet.’  

5 “But they paid no attention and went off—one to his field, another to his business. 6 The rest 
seized his servants, mistreated them and killed them. 7 The king was enraged. He sent his army and 
destroyed those murderers and burned their city.  

8 “Then he said to his servants, ‘The wedding banquet is ready, but those I invited did not 
deserve to come. 9 Go to the street corners and invite to the banquet anyone you find.’ 10 So the 
servants went out into the streets and gathered all the people they could find, both good and bad, 
and the wedding hall was filled with guests.  

11 “But when the king came in to see the guests, he noticed a man there who was not wearing 
wedding clothes. 12 ‘Friend,’ he asked, ‘how did you get in here without wedding clothes?’ The man 
was speechless.  

13 “Then the king told the attendants, ‘Tie him hand and foot, and throw him outside, into the 
darkness, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.’  
  
 

 M This is the Gospel of the Lord!  

 
 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY “Take the World, but Give Me Jesus” (CW 355) 
 

SERMON — Matthew 22:1-13 “The Parable of the Wedding Banquet” 
 
NICENE CREED  

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, 
seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one being with 
the Father. Through Him all things were made. For us and for our salvation, He came down from 
heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary, and became fully human. For our 
sake He was crucified under Pontius Pilate. He suffered death and was buried. On the third day He 
rose again in accordance with the Scriptures. He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right 
hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and His kingdom 
will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the 
Son, who in unity with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, who has spoken through 
the prophets. We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one 
baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead and the life of the 
world to come.  Amen. 
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OFFERING 
 
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH  
 
LORD’S PRAYER 

c  Our Father, who art in heaven,  
  hallowed be Thy name,  
  Thy kingdom come,  
  Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  
  Give us this day our daily bread;  
 and forgive us our trespasses,  
  as we forgive those who trespass against us;  
 and lead us not into temptation,  
 but deliver us from evil.  
  For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory  
  forever and ever. Amen. 

 
THE SACRAMENT 

M The Lord be with you. 

  
 

M Lift up your hearts. 

 
 

M Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

 
 
M Praise to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! In love He has blessed us with every 

spiritual blessing. He sends the Holy Spirit to testify that we are His children and to strengthen us 
when we are weak. Now have come the salvation and the power and the kingdom of our God 
and the authority of His Christ. To Him who sits on the throne and to the Lamb be praise and 
thanks and honor and glory for ever and ever. 
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WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

M Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night He was betrayed, took bread; and when He had given thanks, 
He broke it and gave it to His disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is My + body, which is given 
for you. Do this in remembrance of Me.” 

 

Then He took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of you; this is 
My + blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for the forgiveness of sins. Do this, 
whenever you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 
 

M The peace of the Lord be with you always.  
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LAMB OF GOD 

 

 

 

 

 
 
CLOSE COMMUNION We ask that only those who have previously spoken to our pastor or are 
members in good standing of this or another WELS or ELS congregation come to Holy Communion 
today.  Our practice of Close Communion (which has been the practice of the Christian Church 
throughout the ages) is in no way trying to judge anyone’s faith.  What we are trying to do is follow 
the Bible’s clear teaching (I Corinthians 11) to first study God’s Word together.  As we do so, we can 
share with/review with you what the Lord’s Supper is all about.  You, then, also have an opportunity 
to examine what we believe and teach before you come to the Lord’s Supper here at St. Paul’s and 
make a public profession that you agree with what we teach. 
 

If you have any questions about this or would like to commune at St. Paul’s in the future, please talk 
to the pastor after worship this morning.  He would love to sit down with you on your timetable and 
at your convenience and talk about these important matters. 

 

DISTRIBUTION OF THE LORD’S SUPPER 

 

PRAYER BEFORE COMMUNION 
Lord, I am not worthy to be a guest at Your holy table.  But You are a friend of sinners, and You will 
not cast me out.  This bread is Your body, which bore my sins upon the tree.  This wine is Your blood, 
which purifies me from all guilt.  At Your invitation, I come rejoicing.  Receive me, my Savior.  Amen. 
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DISTRIBUTION HYMNS:  
“All Depends on Our Possessing” (CW 421) 
“I’m But a Stranger Here” (CW 417) 
“Sent Forth by God’s Blessing” (CW 318) 
 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
Thank You, Lord Jesus Christ, for nourishing me in this sacrament with Your body and blood.  You 
have given me forgiveness, life, and salvation.  Let me always remain in You as a branch remains in 
the vine.  Send me out in the power of Your Spirit to live and work to Your praise and glory.  Amen. 
 
THANKSGIVING

 

 

 

 
 
 
M   Hear the prayer of Your people, O Lord, that the lips which have praised You here may glorify 

You in the world, that the eyes which have seen the coming of Your Son may long for His coming 
again, and that all who have received in His true body and blood the pledge of Your forgiveness 
may be restored to live a new and holy life, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns 
with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  
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BIRTHDAYS AND ANNIVERSARIES   

M Brothers and sisters, go in peace. Live in harmony with one another. Serve the Lord with 
gladness.     
                                 The Lord bless you and keep you.      

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
                                 The Lord look on you with favor and + give you peace. 

 

 
CLOSING HYMN “The Church’s One Foundation” (CW 538) 

 

 
 
 

 
 

 
NOTES AND NEWS 

  

 
Pastor Fred Berger                        Principal Andrew Danner 
C-402-239-4509   O-402-656-3003                                    C-402-433-5349   O-402-656-4465 
pastorberger@gmail.com                                                                                  danner@stpaulsplymouth.org 
 

Organist: Joan Hummel 
Teen Usher: Gavin Weichel 
Greeters: Tim & Sue Likens 
Childcare: Sue Likens, Elaine Burger 
Broadcast Announcers: Ethan Paxton, Brett Scheiding 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

Monday – Harper Danner     Tuesday – M/M Doyle Kerwood 
Wednesday – Terry Paneitz, M/M Daryl Scheele      

Thursday – Ann Freese, M/M Bryan Paxton     Friday – Amber Vossler 
Saturday – Christian Benash, Mackenzie Person     Sunday – M/M Matt Strein 

 
 
                                                                                                     

mailto:pastorberger@gmail.com
mailto:danner@stpaulsplymouth.org
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This Week, By God’s Grace (October 14th – October 21st) 

 
 
 

In Our Prayers 
    Whitney Scheele and Michael Hoffmann – they were united in marriage yesterday afternoon 

here at church.  We ask that God bless this lifelong union. 
    Family of Jean Roesler – Jean’s sister, Doris, was called to her Eternal Home on October 4th.  

 
 

 
Box Tops – Box Tops for Education need to be submitted soon. Please have 
them to the school or church office by Sunday, October 28th.  Thank you! 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Today 
 
 
 
 
 
Monday 
 
 
 
Mon.-Wed. 
Tuesday 
Wednesday 
 
 
Thursday 
 
 
Friday 
 
Sunday 
 

Sunday School, Bible Class 
Worship with Communion  
NELHS International Food Tasting 
NELHS Silent Auction/Kiddie Carnival 
NELHS Fall Concert/Supper 
NELHS Association Meeting 
Faculty Meeting 
Gardenside Devotion 
Blood Drive-Community Center – No VB Practice 
District Mission Board Meeting in Kansas City 
Pastors’ Conference in Kansas City 
Faculty Devotion 
School Chapel 
VB Practice (A & B Teams) 
PSI Class 
Faculty Devotion 
LES Catechism 
Ladies Aid 
End of 1st Quarter at School 
VB at NELHS (A Team Only) 
Sunday School, Bible Class 
Worship  

9:00am 
10:00am 

12:30-1:30pm 
1:30-3:30pm 

4:00pm 
5:00pm 
7:15am 

10:00am 
 

7:00pm 
 

7:15am 
8:30am 

3:30-5:30pm 
6:00-7:30pm 

7:15am 
8:30am 
2:30pm 

 
 

9:00am 
10:00am 
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Fall Church Cleaning – The annual fall cleaning (cleaning those areas 
that are not done on a weekly basis) of our church building is coming 
up next week, October 24-27 (please note that it is next week, not this 
week). All those whose last names begin with the letters S-Z* are 
asked to come and clean at one of the scheduled times.  We have tried 
to accommodate everyone.  For those who work outside of the home, 
we have later hours on Wednesday in addition to Saturday morning, 
and there are afternoon hours if that works better for you.  Please look at the sign-up sheet on the 
table in the narthex and indicate when you will come.  There is also a place to sign up at the bottom 
of the sheet if none of the designated times work for you.  Cleaning supplies are provided.  Contact 
Judy at 656-3055 if you have any questions.  Thank you for your help! 
 
*Please note that we have changed the alphabetical break down so that the numbers in each group 
are more evenly divided.  We will go with last names beginning with A-R for spring cleaning and S-Z 
for fall cleaning. 
 

Joint Reformation Service – There will be a joint Reformation service with local 
WELS congregations on Sunday, October 28th at 4PM.  The service will be held at 
Grace Lutheran Church in Seward, NE.  The full address is:  746 Pinewood Avenue, 
Seward, NE 68434. For additional details, please see the flyer in your church 
mailbox. Also, please note that if you are planning to attend the catered meal 
being served after the service, you are asked to sign the sheet on the table in the 
front entrance. The RSVP deadline date is Sunday, October 21st. 

 
Joint Reformation Service Choir – If you would like to be part of singing in the joint Reformation 
choir (compiled of singers from all area WELS churches), they will be singing a song called “Only 
Through Faith.”  If you are interested in the music or would like assistance learning the music, please 
speak with Cari Schroeder. 
 
Harvest Party Candy – There is a box in the entryway to church if you 
would like to donate individually wrapped candy or small prizes for the 
Harvest Party on Friday, October 26th (from 6:00-8:30PM).  Also, please 
plan to attend the harvest party as the PTO would like to invite all of 
our church family and community members.  Thank you! 
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Church Council Meeting Highlights 
Thursday, October 4, 2018 

 
 

Pastor Berger opened the meeting with a devotion centered on Acts 21:20-36. 
 

The Secretary’s minutes from the August 30th meeting were approved as presented. 
 

Elders: 
▪ The Wiedel twins were baptized on Sept. 11, 2018 by Pastor Frank. 
▪ A motion was made and seconded to accept Lance Bice as a communicant member. Motion 
 carried. 

 

Board of Education: 
▪ K-8 enrollment is currently at 60 students 
▪ Grandparent’s Day was held on Sept. 14, with 99 grandparents attending. 
▪ Teacher’s conference will be held at NELHS from October 7-9. 
▪ The BOE is considering buying a van from Fairbury Health and Rehab. The van is the same style 

as the van being used from Christ Lutheran in Beatrice.  It is a 2001 with 27,000 miles on it. 
▪ Permission was given by the church council to proceed with an outdoor classroom. This would 

 include the removal of a spruce tree east of the teacherage, so before going ahead with it, it will 
 be brought to the October Quarterly Voters’ Meeting. 
▪ Ethan Schroeder presented the school financial report. 
▪ A motion was made and seconded to designate the proceeds from the upcoming silent auction 
 to go towards the Tuition Assistance Fund at the school and for school transportation. Motion 
 carried. 

 

Trustees: 
▪ Repairs were made in the bell tower. 
▪ A water leak in the fellowship addition was repaired, painting and caulking in the men’s 
 bathroom still needs to be done. 
▪ Projects in the future being considered include: AC unit in the church office, power wash church 
 siding, new thermostats, carpet cleaning in church sanctuary and entryway, new carpet for 
 fellowship and office addition, new gutters for parsonage and new downspouts for the 
 teacherage. 

 

Stewardship: 
▪ A new member welcome is being planned to be held before the end of the year. 
 

NELHS Report: 
▪ The silent auction will be held on October 14th and the Knight Out will be held on March 9th. 
▪ A Fall Festival is being held in conjunction with the silent auction and fall concert. 
▪ Pastor Kevin Stellick has accepted the Call to serve as campus pastor. He will begin his duties at 
 the start of the second semester. 
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▪ Enrollment is currently at 75 students 
▪ Homecoming will take place the week of October 15-19. 
▪ The biannual association meeting will be held on Sunday, October 14th. 
 

Pastor Berger’s Report: 
▪ Pastor updated the council on various BIC classes. 
▪ Pastor will be attending the Eastern Conference meeting in Kansas City October 15-17. 
▪ The Hoffmann/Scheele wedding is October 13th. 
▪ Pastor reported on the upcoming meetings of the District Mission Board. 
▪ Our Area Reformation Service will be held at Grace Lutheran in Seward on October 28th at 4:00. 

 

Other Business: 
▪ A meeting of the recently appointed Insurance Review Committee will be held with our called 
 workers to discuss possible changes to our health insurance. 
▪ The Nominating Committee will meet in November. 
▪ The Budget Committee will meet in early December. 
▪ The next Council meeting will be held Thursday, November 29th at 8:00 pm. 
▪ The Quarterly Voters’ Meeting will be held after church on October 28th. 
▪ Reports for the Quarterly Report are due by October 10th. 

 


