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St. Paul’s Evangelical Lutheran Church & SCHOOL 

Plymouth, Nebraska 

stpaulsplymouth.org 
 

In an ever-changing world, St. Paul’s Evangelical Lutheran Church exists to build Christ’s kingdom in 

people’s hearts with the un-changing Gospel of Jesus Christ. 
 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

 

January 22nd, 2017 
Epiphany 3 

 
Welcome — We extend a heartfelt welcome 
to all. May the praise of Jesus= name be on 
our lips and the glory of God=s name be 
reflected in how we live in the week ahead. 
Please come and worship with us again. If 
you are visiting today, please sign our guest 
book located in the front entrance. 
 
Broadcast Sponsor — Our broadcast today is 
sponsored by Aleatha Gronemeyer in loving 
memory of her husband, Eldred.  Eldred was 
born January 20, 1924. 

Prayers before Worship can be found in 
Christian Worship – A Lutheran Hymnal, 
pages 10-11.   
 
Focus for Our Worship — Jesus appears as 
the light that shines in the darkness…the 
darkness of the world…the darkness of our 
own hearts.  Illumined by the work of the 
Holy Spirit through the gospel that comes in 
Word and Sacrament, we live as children of 
light.  Paul addresses one aspect of Christian 
living in the second lesson (our sermon text 
for today):  Unity! 

 

 
 

 

Service of the Word 
Christian Worship – page 38 

 

OPENING HYMN “The Only Son from Heaven” (CW 86) 
 

GREETING, CONFESSION OF SINS, AND HOLY ABSOLUTION 

M: The grace of our Lord (†) Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of the Holy 

 Spirit be with you. 
 

C: And also with you. 
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M: We have come into the presence of God, who created us to love and serve Him as His dear 
 children. But we have disobeyed Him and deserve only His wrath and punishment. 
 Therefore, let us confess our sins to Him and plead for His mercy. 
 

C: Merciful Father in heaven, I am altogether sinful from birth. In countless ways I have 
 sinned against You and do not deserve to be called Your child. But trusting in Jesus, my 
 Savior, I pray: Have mercy on me according to Your unfailing love. Cleanse me from my 
 sin, and take away my guilt. 
 
 M: God, our heavenly Father, has forgiven all your sins. By the perfect life and innocent death 
 of our  Lord Jesus Christ, He has removed your guilt forever. You are His own dear child. May 
 God give you strength to live according to His will. 
 

C: Amen. 

M: In the peace of this forgiveness, let us praise the Lord: 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 

M: Almighty God, You sent Your Son to proclaim Your kingdom and to teach with authority. 
Anoint us with the power of Your Spirit that we, too, may bring good news to the afflicted, 
bind up the brokenhearted, and proclaim freedom to the captive; through Jesus Christ, 
Your  Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever.  

 

THE WORD 

FIRST LESSON – Isaiah 8:19-9:2 
Man cannot find his way through the darkness of the world except by inquiring of God. No spirit, 
no man, no other message brings light to those living in darkness. To the law and to the 
testimony! There you find God’s Word, the great light for those living in darkness.  

 

19 When men tell you to consult mediums and spiritists, who whisper and mutter, should not a 
people inquire of their God? Why consult the dead on behalf of the living? 20 To the law and to 
the testimony! If they do not speak according to this word, they have no light of dawn. 21 

Distressed and hungry, they will roam through the land; when they are famished, they will 
become enraged and, looking upward, will curse their king and their God. 22 Then they will look 
toward the earth and see only distress and darkness and fearful gloom, and they will be thrust 
into utter darkness.  

   Nevertheless, there will be no more gloom for those who were in distress. In the past he 
humbled the land of Zebulun and the land of Naphtali, but in the future he will honor Galilee of 
the Gentiles, by the way of the sea, along the Jordan— 2 The people walking in darkness have 
seen a great light; on those living in the land of the shadow of death a light has dawned.  

 
PSALM OF THE DAY – Psalm 27, which can be found on page 75 in the front portion of the hymnal 

 
SECOND LESSON – 1 Corinthians 1:10-18  
(Sermon Text) 

  

10 I appeal to you, brothers, in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that all of you agree with one 
another so that there may be no divisions among you and that you may be perfectly united in 
mind and thought. 11 My brothers, some from Chloe’s household have informed me that there 
are quarrels among you. 12 What I mean is this: One of you says, “I follow Paul”; another, “I 
follow Apollos”; another, “I follow Cephas ”; still another, “I follow Christ.”  
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13 Is Christ divided? Was Paul crucified for you? Were you baptized into  the name of Paul? 14 I 
am thankful that I did not baptize any of you except Crispus and Gaius, 15 so no one can say that 
you were baptized into my name. 16 (Yes, I also baptized the household of Stephanas; beyond 
that, I don’t remember if I baptized anyone else.) 17 For Christ did not send me to baptize, but to 
preach the gospel—not with words of human wisdom, lest the cross of Christ be emptied of its 
power.  
 
VERSE OF THE DAY – Alleluia.  For you were once darkness, but now you are light in the Lord. 
Live as children of light. Alleluia. (Ephesians 5:8)  

 

 
HOLY GOSPEL – Matthew 4:12-23  
The light of the world appeared and began to cast His beams. Fulfilling Isaiah’s prophecy, the 
bulk of Christ’s ministry took place in Galilee of the Gentiles which had been so oppressed.  In this 
reading, we hear the first public words of Jesus Christ: Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is near. 
With those words the Holy Spirit describes Jesus shining His light into the shadowed nooks and 
crannies of the world. From fishing boats to synagogues, from workmen to lame men, Christ cast 
a beacon of light into the darkened world.  
 

12 When Jesus heard that John had been put in prison, he returned to Galilee. 13 Leaving 
Nazareth, he went and lived in Capernaum, which was by the lake in the area of Zebulun and 
Naphtali— 14 to fulfill what was said through the prophet Isaiah: 15“Land of Zebulun and land of 
Naphtali, the way to the sea, along the Jordan, Galilee of the Gentiles— 16the people living in 
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darkness have seen a great light; on those living in the land of the shadow of death a light has 
dawned.” 

17 From that time on Jesus began to preach, “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is near.”  
18 As Jesus was walking beside the Sea of Galilee, he saw two brothers, Simon called Peter and 

his brother Andrew. They were casting a net into the lake, for they were fishermen. 19 “Come, 
follow me,” Jesus said, “and I will make you fishers of men.” 20 At once they left their nets and 
followed him.  

21 Going on from there, he saw two other brothers, James son of Zebedee and his brother 
John. They were in a boat with their father Zebedee, preparing their nets. Jesus called them, 22 

and immediately they left the boat and their father and followed him.  
23 Jesus went throughout Galilee, teaching in their synagogues, preaching the good news of 

the kingdom, and healing every disease and sickness among the people.  

M: This is the Gospel of the Lord! 

 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY “We All Are One in Mission” (CW 566) 
 

SERMON – 1 Corinthians 1:10-18 – “Brothers and Sisters, UNITE!” 
 

APOSTLES’ CREED 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth.   
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born 
of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. He 
descended into hell. The third day He rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven and 
is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty. From there He will come to judge the 
living and the dead.  

 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the 
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.  

 

 

OFFERING 
 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH  
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LORD’S PRAYER 
 

C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be 
done on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and 
ever.  Amen. 

 

 
HYMN “Abide with Me” (CW 588) 
 
 

CLOSING PRAYER AND BLESSING 

  

M: Almighty God, we thank You for teaching us the things You want us to believe and do. Help 
us by Your Holy Spirit to keep Your Word in pure hearts that we may be strengthened in 
faith, guided in holiness, and comforted in life and in death, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, 
who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 

 
 
 

M: Brothers and sisters, go in peace. Live in harmony with one another. Serve the Lord with 
gladness. 

 The LORD bless you and keep you. 
 The LORD make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
 The LORD look on you with favor and (†) give you peace. 

 
 
 

CLOSING HYMN “Onward, Christian Soldiers” (CW 537) 
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NOTES AND NEWS  
Pastor Fred Berger                     Principal Andrew Danner 
C-402-239-4509   O-402-656-3003  C-402-433-5349   O-402-656-4465 
pastorberger@gmail.com         danner@stpaulsplymouth.org 
 

Preservice: Meila Gronemeyer 
Organist: Joan Hummel 
Teen Usher: Travis Likens 
Greeters: Neil & Beckie Bekemeyer 
Broadcast Announcers: Michael Wells, Eric Bekemeyer 
 
 

 

This Week, By God’s Grace (January 22nd – 29th) 
Today 
 
 
Mon. – Fri. 
Monday 
Tuesday 
 
 
Wednesday 
 
 
 
Thursday 
 
Sunday 

Sunday School, Bible Class 
Worship  
Annual Meeting 
Missionaries’ Conference and DMB in Denver, CO 
Faculty Meeting 
Faculty Devotion 
School Chapel – Mr. Danner 
Faculty Meeting 
NO Public School Instruction Class 
Grade School BB vs. Trinity, Waco (at Home) 
Adult Choir 
Ladies Choir 
Faculty Devotion 
Ladies Aid 
Sunday School, Bible Class 
Worship with Communion (Installation of Church Council Officers) 
Worship Conference Meeting 
Grade School Basketball at Gethsemane, Omaha 
(Greeters: Mark & Deb Wells) (Childcare: Annie Hummel, Jaime Danner) 

9:00am 
10:00am 

1:00pm 
 

7:15am 
7:15am 
8:30am 
4:00pm 

 
 

7:45pm 
8:45pm 
7:15am 
2:30pm 
9:00am 

10:00am 
11:15am 

2:30 & 3:30pm 

 
 

BIRTHDAYS AND ANNIVERSARIES 
Monday – Megann Freese, Ashley Sasse   Tuesday – Ethan Peck   Wednesday – Bob Schmidt 

Friday – Amy Schroeder   Saturday – Pastor Berger 
                                                                         
                 
In Our Prayers—The family of our dear sister in Christ, Gretchen Pollock, who God in His infinite 
wisdom called Home to Heaven on Wednesday morning.  The funeral will be held on Tuesday at 
Christ Lutheran (WELS) in Grand Island. 
 

mailto:pastorberger@gmail.com
mailto:danner@stpaulsplymouth.org
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Thank You — We recently received the following thank you note: 
Dear members of St. Paul’s, 
 Thank you to all who remembered me with cards and special wishes this past Christmas 
season.  It is always wonderful to hear from my church family at St. Paul’s.  Also, special thanks to the 
Ladies Aid for their visits throughout the year and for the bag of goodies they prepared and 
delivered.  It was wonderful to have all those delicious treats!  God’s blessings to all of you in 2017! 
            Marilyn Freese 
 
Presentation on Islam — Dr. Mark Christian is a Christian convert from Islam who grew up in Egypt. 
He will speak at Faith Lutheran Church, 300 Hamilton Street in Rising City, on Sunday, March 19. 
Topics for discussion include: Mark's personal story; teachings and practices of Islam; outreach to 
Muslims; and threats of stealth jihad in the United States.  The presentation begins at 3:00 
p.m.  After a short break at 4:00 p.m., Mark’s presentation continues.  Faith congregation will serve a 
fellowship meal at 5:30 p.m. 
 
 

School Auction— Tickets are being sold for the school auction that will take place at Classic’s in 
Beatrice at 6 PM on Saturday, February 18.  Funds raised will be used for technology 
improvements.  Tickets are $25 each and can be purchased by contacting the school 
or church office, any of the PTO officers or Board of Education members.  They will 
also be sold after church today and on January 29 in the fellowship hall. The 
deadline for purchasing tickets is February 1.  There are opportunities to be a table 

sponsor or general event sponsor.  Auction donations are being accepted.  Please find all the 
information at the Website and Facebook Page: 
Auction Website:  http://www.auctria.com/auction/stpaulsplymouth 
Auction Facebook Page:  https://www.facebook.com/events/1872282569663207/ 
 
 
Chili Cook-off/Corn Hole Tournament – Please mark your calendars for this community 
event sponsored by St. Paul’s Evangelism Committee on Sunday, February 12th at 4 PM 
at the Plymouth Community Center. If you would like to enter a chili into the contest, 
please place your name on the sign-up sheet on the table in the front entryway.  
 
 

Aluminum Can Drive – The PTO Aluminum Can Drive will be running from Feb 1st through Feb 15th.  
There will be an enclosed trailer on the north side of the church along the school basketball court.  
Please put any aluminum you’d like to donate in that trailer.  Thank you!   
 
 

Worship Conference – The 2017 WELS National Worship Conference is scheduled for June 13-16 at 
Carthage College in Kenosha, WI.  If you have any interest in attending the conference or would like 
to learn more about the conference, there is a sign-up sheet on the table in the front entrance. (An 
informational meeting will be held on Sunday, January 29th.)  

http://www.auctria.com/auction/stpaulsplymouth
https://www.facebook.com/events/1872282569663207/
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Presentation on Homosexuality — Scott Barefoot will be at Bethel Lutheran in York, NE on February 
5, 2017 at 1PM to discuss his struggle to overcome homosexuality and his efforts to help others who 
are struggling either personally, as a friend, or a family member of someone who is struggling with 
Same Sex Attraction sins (SSA). Scott is a WELS member and has written about his struggle in 
Forward in Christ magazine and coauthored the 2014 NPH book: "Forgive Us Our Sins - 
Homosexuality In The Light Of God's Truth."  Scott will share his personal perspective on this timely 
topic as well as God’s Word and some commonly quoted Scripture passages that defenders of 
homosexuality tend to twist to their will, adding to or subtracting from God’s inerrant and never-
changing Word to fit sinful, human desires. At the end of his presentation there will be a question 
and answer period for the group as well. This is a unique opportunity to receive a powerful 
perspective on a topic that is in the headlines daily and presents a fast-growing challenge for 
Christians to answer as Christ’s disciples, speaking the truth in love. You are all invited to come and 
bring those whom you feel might benefit from this information. You may also find more information 
about Scott and the work he does at his website www.POGLutherans.org. 

 
Forward In Christ – We will once again be ordering a bundle subscription to Forward in Christ, our 
synod magazine. The cost is $11.50 for each subscription and the deadline to order is February 5th. 
Please contact the church office to renew your subscription or to place a new subscription. 

 
Knight Out — Anyone interested in being a sponsor for the “NELHS Knight Out” scheduled for March 
11, 2017 is asked to complete and return a sponsor form to NELHS as soon as possible.  Forms are 
available on the table in the front entrance.  The NELHS Knight Out is an evening of Christian 
fellowship and entertainment where funds are raised for projects at Nebraska Lutheran High School. 
This year’s entertainment will be The Divers in Concert.  Additional details will be available soon. 

 
Care Boxes – We will be preparing about 20 care boxes after our service on 
Sunday, February 5th for our unmarried students and servicemen who are away 
from home. Individually wrapped items for the boxes and donations to help cover 
the cost of postage would be appreciated. 

 
Marriage Seminar – The WELS area Circuit’s Annual Marriage Seminar will be held February 10th and 
11th at the Hyatt Place in downtown Lincoln.  Pastor Steven Kahrs from Zion, Clatonia and St. John, 
Cortland will be leading the seminar. Please see the insert for additional information. 

 
Pinewood Derby—Christy Krueger is coordinating another pinewood derby this year on Saturday, 
April 8th at 2PM.  There is a children’s division and an adult division.  Location is still being 
determined.  But if you would like to sign up and start working on your car, please send Christy an 
email at igottakrueger@hotmail.com 

 
 
 

mailto:igottakrueger@hotmail.com
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ANNUAL VOTERS’ MEETING AGENDA 
January 22nd, 2017 - 1:00 p.m. 

(Please bring your Annual Report along to the meeting) 
 

1. Opening Prayer by Pastor Berger 
 

2.  Secretary’s Minutes – in Annual Report 
 

3. Treasurer’s Report 
 

4. Auditor’s Report 
 

5. New Voting Members 
 

6. Elections (* eligible for reelection) 
• Elder – Gail Schroeder 
• Board of Education – Jake Carrel, Logan Scheele, Tom Worster* 
• Trustee – Erik Bekemeyer, Chad Weichel  
• Stewardship Committee (elect 2) – Doyle Kerwood, Britton Scheele, Shad Siebrandt 
• Endowment Committee (elect 2) – Greg Bekemeyer*, Rick Gerlach,  
          Wendell Gronemeyer, Brad Schwab 
• Cemetery Committee – Forrest Freese, Barry Jung* 
• Auditors – Kent Hummel, Wes Schroeder 
• Delegates (ratify) – Pastor Dan Nitz, Brian Scheele, Wes Schroeder, Calvin Weichel 
• NELHS Delegates (ratify) – Craig Scheele, Wes Schroeder, Mark Wells 
 

7. Elders 
- Membership Changes 

- Accept as Communicant Members:  

  Ruth Carol Meyer 

 Derrick and Jessi Damrow 

 Jess Wollenburg 
- Accept as Baptized Souls: 

  Brevin and Pierce Damrow 
- Annual Review of Pastor Frank’s Call 
- Lenten services begin March 1st  

 
8. Board of Education 

- Principal’s Report 
- Treasurer’s Report 
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9. Trustees 
- 2016 Project Updates  

 Stained Glass Window Repair 

 Steeple Repairs 

 Teacherage Repairs 
 

- 2017 Building Fund Items  

 New thermostats for the church 

 School drainage tile by school 

 Starting a fund to concrete the parking lot between church and school 
 

10. Stewardship Committee Report 
 

11. Broadcast Committee Report 
 

12. Endowment Committee Report 
- Soon all endowments will be under the supervision of this committee 

 
13. Cemetery Committee Report 

 
14. NELHS Report 

 
15. Pastor Berger’s Report 

 
16. Proposed Budget 

 
17. Other Business 

- Organ Repairs Update 
- Thank those who have served 

 
18. Close with the singing of the Doxology     
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