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St. Paul’s Evangelical Lutheran Church & SCHOOL 

Plymouth, Nebraska 

stpaulsplymouth.org 
 

In an ever-changing world, St. Paul’s Evangelical Lutheran Church exists to build Christ’s kingdom in 

people’s hearts with the un-changing Gospel of Jesus Christ. 
 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

 

January 15th, 2017 
Baptism of Our Lord 

 

Welcome — If you are a friend who has been 
here before, welcome back. If you are a first 
time visitor, welcome! We=d appreciate it if 
you would leave your name and address in 
our guest book located in the front entrance. 
If we can serve you in any way, please let us 
know. God bless your worship! 
 
Prayers before Worship can be found in 
Christian Worship – A Lutheran Hymnal, 
pages 10-11.   
 
 

Broadcast Sponsor — Our broadcast today is 
sponsored by Bev Kapke in loving memory of 
her husband, Bob, who entered life eternal 
January 10, 2009. 
 
Focus for Our Worship — Today, we 
continue in the season of Epiphany.  At the 
waters of the Jordan River, we see Jesus 
being revealed as the promised Messiah.  The 
Christ begins his public ministry on his 
journey to the cross.  That journey ends with 
our sins forgiven and death conquered—all 
promises which are ours through faith and 
made certain at the waters of our baptism. 

 

 
 

 
The Common Service with Communion 

(Christian Worship page 15) 
 
Opening Hymn “Christ, Your Footprints Through the Desert” (CWS 709 on page 14) 
 
 
M: In the name of the Father and of the Son (†) and of the Holy Spirit.  
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Confession of Sins and Holy Absolution 
M: Beloved in the Lord: let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins to God our Father, 

asking Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness.  
 

C: Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful and that I have disobeyed You in 
my thoughts, words, and actions. I have done what is evil and failed to do what is good. For 
this I deserve Your punishment both now and in eternity. But I am truly sorry for my sins, and 
trusting in my Savior Jesus Christ, I pray: Lord, have mercy on me, a sinner.  

 
 
M: God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has given His only Son to be the atoning 

sacrifice for our sins. Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by His authority, I forgive you all 
your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son (†) and of the Holy Spirit.  

 

 
 
M: In the peace of this forgiveness, let us praise the Lord. 
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Prayer of the Day  
M: The Lord be with you.  

 
 
M:  Let us pray. 

Father in heaven, at the baptism of Jesus in the River Jordan you proclaimed Him your beloved 
Son and anointed Him with the Holy Spirit.  Keep us who are baptized into Christ faithful in our 
calling as Your children and make us heirs with Him of everlasting life; through Your Son, Jesus 
Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever 
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THE WORD 
First Lesson — Isaiah 42:1-7 
The Messiah’s ministry is characterized by gentleness toward the weak (“a smoldering wick He will 
not snuff out”), but also by an unyielding drive toward His goal.  He will not falter or be discouraged 
till He brings forth the right verdict: the justice that comes from God and declares His people 
righteous . 
 “Here is my servant, whom I uphold, my chosen one in whom I delight; I will put my Spirit on him 
and he will bring justice to the nations. 2He will not shout or cry out, or raise his voice in the streets. 
3A bruised reed he will not break, and a smoldering wick he will not snuff out. In faithfulness he will 
bring forth justice; 4he will not falter or be discouraged till he establishes justice on earth. In his law 
the islands will put their hope.”  
5This is what God the LORD says— he who created the heavens and stretched them out, who spread 
out the earth and all that comes out of it, who gives breath to its people, and life to those who walk 
on it: 6“I, the LORD, have called you in righteousness; I will take hold of your hand. I will keep you and 
will make you to be a covenant for the people and a light for the Gentiles, 7to open eyes that are 
blind, to free captives from prison and to release from the dungeon those who sit in darkness. 
 

Adult Choir “A Baptism Carol” – Knox, Wilson 
 

Second Lesson — Titus 3:1-7 
Jesus’ baptism reveals to John and to us clearly who He is – the promised Messiah, our Substitute, 
who would stand in the place of us sinners to wash us clean with forgiveness.  Paul’s letter to Pastor 
Titus emphasizes that Jesus receives all the glory – “He saved us, not because of righteous things we 
had done, but because of his mercy.”  God showers this blessing on us through baptism – “He saved 
us through the washing of rebirth and renewal by the Holy Spirit.” 
Remind the people to be subject to rulers and authorities, to be obedient, to be ready to do 
whatever is good, 2 to slander no one, to be peaceable and considerate, and to show true humility 
toward all men.  

3 At one time we too were foolish, disobedient, deceived and enslaved by all kinds of passions and 
pleasures. We lived in malice and envy, being hated and hating one another. 4 But when the kindness 
and love of God our Savior appeared, 5 he saved us, not because of righteous things we had done, 
but because of his mercy. He saved us through the washing of rebirth and renewal by the Holy Spirit, 
6 whom he poured out on us generously through Jesus Christ our Savior, 7 so that, having been 
justified by his grace, we might become heirs having the hope of eternal life. 
 

Verse of the Day — Alleluia.  “The next day John saw Jesus coming toward him and said, “Look, the 
Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world!  This is the one I meant when I said, ‘A man who 
comes after me has surpassed me because he was before me.’  I myself did not know him, but the 
reason I came baptizing with water was that he might be revealed to Israel.”  Alleluia.  (John 1:29-31) 
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Holy Gospel — Sermon Text 
 
M:  The Gospel of St. Matthew chapter 3, beginning at the 13th verse: 

  
 

 13 Then Jesus came from Galilee to the Jordan to be baptized by John. 14 But John tried to deter 
him, saying, “I need to be baptized by you, and do you come to me?”  

15 Jesus replied, “Let it be so now; it is proper for us to do this to fulfill all righteousness.” Then 
John consented.  

16 As soon as Jesus was baptized, he went up out of the water. At that moment heaven was 
opened, and he saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove and lighting on him. 17 And a voice 
from heaven said, “This is my Son, whom I love; with him I am well pleased.” 
 
M: This is the Gospel of our Lord. 

 
 
The Nicene Creed 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, 
seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one being with 
the Father. Through Him all things were made. For us and for our salvation, He came down from 
heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary, and became fully human. For our 
sake He was crucified under Pontius Pilate. He suffered death and was buried. On the third day He 
rose again in accordance with the Scriptures. He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right 
hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and His kingdom 
will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the 
Son, who in unity with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, who has spoken through 
the prophets. We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one 
baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead and the life of the 
world to come. Amen. 
 

Hymn of the Day “To Jordan’s River Came Our Lord” (CW 89) 
 
Sermon — AUTHORITY! 
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After the sermon, the congregation sings: 

 

 
 
Offering  
 
Prayer of the Church 
 
Lord’s Prayer 
C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on 

earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we 
forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 
evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

 
THE SACRAMENT 

 
M: The Lord be with you.  

 
 
M: Lift up your hearts. 
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M: Let us give thanks to the Lord, our God. 

  
 
M:  It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in all places give You thanks, O Lord, holy 

Father, almighty and everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lived among us as a 
human being and revealed His glory as Your only Son, full of grace and truth. Therefore, with all 
the saints on earth and hosts of heaven, we praise Your holy name and join their glorious song: 

 
Holy, Holy, Holy 

  

 

 

 

 
 

 
Words of Institution 
M: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night He was betrayed, took bread; and when He had given thanks, 

He broke it and gave it to His disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is My (†) body, which is given 
for you. Do this in remembrance of Me.” 

 
Then He took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of you; this is 
My (†) blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for the forgiveness of sins. Do 
this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 
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M:  The peace of the Lord be with you always.  
    

 
 
 
O Christ, Lamb of God 

 

 

 
 
 

Close Communion We ask that only those who have previously spoken to our pastor or are members 
in good standing of this or another WELS or ELS congregation come to Holy Communion today.  Our 
practice of Close Communion (which has been the practice of the Christian Church throughout the 
ages) is in no way trying to judge anyone’s faith.  What we are trying to do is follow the Bible’s clear 
teaching (I Corinthians 11) to first study God’s Word together.  As we do so, we can share with/review 
with you what the Lord’s Supper is all about.  You, then, also have an opportunity to examine what 
we believe and teach before you come to the Lord’s Supper here at St. Paul’s and make a public 
profession that you agree with what we teach. 
 

If you have any questions about this or would like to commune at St. Paul’s in the future, please 
talk to Pastor Berger after worship this morning.  He would love to sit down with you on your 
timetable and at your convenience and talk about these important matters. 
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PRAYER BEFORE COMMUNION 
Lord, I am not worthy to be a guest at Your holy table.  But You are a friend of sinners, and You will not 
cast me out.  This bread is Your body, which bore my sins upon the tree.  This wine is Your blood, which 
purifies me from all guilt.  At Your invitation, I come rejoicing.  Receive me, my Savior.  Amen. 
 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
Thank You, Lord Jesus Christ, for nourishing me in this sacrament with Your body and blood.  You have 
given me forgiveness, life, and salvation.  Let me always remain in You as a branch remains in the vine.  
Send me out in the power of Your Spirit to live and work to Your praise and glory.  Amen. 

 
Distribution Hymns   

“Baptized into Your Name Most Holy” (CW 294) 
“Lord Jesus Christ, You Have Prepared” (CW 312) 
 
 
After the Lord’s Supper, the congregation stands to sing: 
 

THANKSGIVING 
Song of Simeon 

 
 
M: O give thanks to the Lord, for He is good. 
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M: We give thanks, almighty God, the You have refreshed us with this holy supper. We pray that 
through it You will strengthen our faith in You and increase our love for one another. We ask this 
in the name of Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, 
now and forever. 

  
 
M: The Lord bless you and keep you.  

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.  
The Lord look on you with favor and (†) give you peace.  
 

 
 

CLOSING HYMN “In Christ Alone” (CWS 752 on page 15) 
 

 
 

 
 

NOTES AND NEWS  
 

Pastor Fred Berger                     Principal Andrew Danner 
C-402-239-4509   O-402-656-3003  C-402-433-5349   O-402-656-4465 
pastorberger@gmail.com         danner@stpaulsplymouth.org 
 

Organist: Rachel Schroeder 
Teen Usher: Travis Likens 
Greeters: Ethan & Rachel Schroeder 
Broadcast Announcers: Barry Weichel, Don Wurm 
 
 

We give thanks to the Lord for moving the hearts of His people to again give so generously that 
we exceeded all of the 2016 commitments.  To God be the glory great things He has done! 

 
BIRTHDAYS AND ANNIVERSARIES 

Monday – Coen Hummel Tuesday – Tom Hueske, Taryn Gronemeyer 
Wednesday – Samantha Hueske   Thursday – Vickie Christ, Lacey Person 

Friday –Doug Weishahn  
 

mailto:pastorberger@gmail.com
mailto:danner@stpaulsplymouth.org
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This Week, By God’s Grace (January 8th – 15th ) 
Today 
 
Monday 
 
Tuesday 
 
 
Wednesday 
 
Thursday 
 
Friday 
 
Saturday 
Sunday 

Sunday School, Bible Class 
Worship with Communion 
Faculty Meeting 
District Mission Board Meeting in Papillion 
Faculty Devotion 
LES Catechism 
Youth Group Planning Meeting 
School Chapel – Pastor Kahrs 
Public School Instruction Class 
Faculty Devotion 
LES Catechism 
Men’s Bible Study Breakfast 
Tri County Pastors’ Meeting 
Game Night at School 
Sunday School, Bible Class 
Worship  
Annual Meeting 
(Greeters: Neil & Beckie Bekemeyer) 
(Childcare: Pat Bekemeyer, Deb Weichel) 

9:00am 
10:00am 

7:15am 
3pm and 7pm 

7:15am 
8:45am 
7:00pm 
8:30am 

6-7:30pm 
7:15am 
8:30am 
6:45am 
9:00am 
6:30pm 
9:00am 

10:00am 
1:00pm 

 
 
Choir – Members of the choir are asked to note that they will not be having practice this week.  
                                                                                            
Worship Conference – The 2017 WELS National Worship Conference is scheduled for June 13-16 at 
Carthage College in Kenosha, WI.  If you have any interest in attending the conference or would like 
to learn more about the conference, there is a sign-up sheet on the table in the front entrance. (An 
informational meeting will be held on Sunday, January 29th.)  
 
Presentation on Islam — Dr. Mark Christian is a Christian convert from Islam who grew up in Egypt. 
 He will speak at Faith Lutheran Church, 300 Hamilton St. in Rising City, on Sunday, March 19.  Topics 
for discussion include: Mark's personal story; teachings and practices of Islam; outreach to Muslims; 
and threats of stealth jihad in the United States.  The presentation begins at 3:00 p.m.  After a short 
break at 4:00 p.m., Mark’s presentation continues.  Faith congregation will serve a fellowship 
meal at 5:30 p.m. 
 
Game Night —Come join us for a game night on Saturday, January 21 at 6:30pm!  Bring your board 
games and a snack to share, and come play games!!  We will split up into teams and play different 
board games.  Prizes will go for the oldest board game, the most unusual board game, and the family 
with the most board games.  
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Church Organ Repairs —Beginning on January 1st, John and Cheryl Nolte from the Nolte Organ 
Building Company have been working on phase 1 of repairing and restoring our organ.  Phase 1 dealt 
mainly with the pipes, as phase 2 will deal with the wind and tracker action system.  After phase 2 is 
complete, our organ should be ready for another 100 years of use.  Phase 1 was completed on 
January 11th and will be totally paid for out of our organ fund!  Thank you to the many volunteers 
who donated many hours to working with the Noltes and completing this phase in such a timely 
manner.  The Noltes mentioned a number of times how much they enjoyed working on this project 
at St. Paul’s.  Also, thank you to Pastor and Mary Nitz for graciously hosting and feeding them during 
their stay, to the Ladies Aid for donating a $50 gift card to the Country Store, and to others who 
brought food and snacks.  This was an enormous undertaking of time, talents, and treasures.  The 
efficiency of this project is just another testament to the amazing work God can use us for when we 
work together to His glory! From under the coat rack in the front entryway, please feel free to take a 
stopper from the organ as a souvenir from this project.  
 
School Auction— Tickets are being sold for the school auction that will take place at Classic’s in 
Beatrice at 6 PM on Saturday, February 18.  Funds raised will be used for technology improvements.  
Tickets are $25 each and can be purchased by contacting the school or church office, any of the PTO 
officers or Board of Education members.  They will also be sold after church on January 15, 22 and 
29 in the fellowship hall. The deadline for purchasing tickets is February 1.  There are opportunities 
to be a table sponsor or general event sponsor.  Auction donations are being accepted.  Please look 
for additional information on fliers that will be distributed.   
 
Presentation on Homosexuality — Scott Barefoot will be at Bethel Lutheran in York, NE on February 
5, 2017 at 1PM to discuss his struggle to overcome homosexuality and his efforts to help others who 
are struggling either personally, as a friend, or a family member of someone who is struggling with 
Same Sex Attraction sins (SSA). Scott is a WELS member and has written about his struggle in 
Forward in Christ magazine and coauthored the 2014 NPH book: "Forgive Us Our Sins - 
Homosexuality In The Light Of God's Truth."  Scott will share his personal perspective on this timely 
topic as well as God’s Word and some commonly quoted Scripture passages that defenders of 
homosexuality tend to twist to their will, adding to or subtracting from God’s inerrant and never-
changing Word to fit sinful, human desires. At the end of his presentation there will be a question 
and answer period for the group as well. This is a unique opportunity to receive a powerful 
perspective on a topic that is in the headlines daily and presents a fast-growing challenge for 
Christians to answer as Christ’s disciples, speaking the truth in love. You are all invited to come and 
bring those whom you feel might benefit from this information. You may also find more information 
about Scott and the work he does at his website www.POGLutherans.org. 
 
Ladies Aid Elections — The members of the Ladies Aid recently held their annual elections. The 
following will be serving as officers of the Ladies Aid for 2017: Marge Schmidt – President; LaVon 
Wasserman – Vice President; Elaine Schroeder – Secretary; Melva Jurgens – Treasurer. 
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Thank You — We recently received the following thank you notes: 
Dear Friends, 
     I want to give a special thank you to Pastor Berger and Pastor Frank for all the visits throughout 
the year, and the snowman ornament. 
     Thank you for the cards and letters I received during the holidays, and to the Ladies Aid for the big 
bag of snacks.           God’s Blessing in the new year, 
           Bernetta Huneke   
 

Dear Friends, 
     Thank you to the members of the Ladies Aid for the wonderful sack of goodies.  It was so nice to 
have those treats. 
     Also, thank you to the students from St. Paul’s for the Christmas decoration and cards.   I 
appreciated being remembered during the Christmas season. Jean Weichel 
 
Knight Out — Anyone interested in being a sponsor for the “NELHS Knight Out” scheduled for March 
11, 2017 is asked to complete and return a sponsor form to NELHS as soon as possible.  Forms are 
available on the table in the front entrance.  The NELHS Knight Out is an evening of Christian 
fellowship and entertainment where funds are raised for projects at Nebraska Lutheran High School. 
This year’s entertainment will be The Divers in Concert.  Additional details will be available soon. 
 
Annual Reports —The Annual Meeting will be held Sunday, January 22nd at 1:00 p.m.  You should 
have received your report via email or in your church mailbox. If you did not, please contact the 
church office. Voters, please remember to bring your report along to the meeting. 
 
FIC – We will once again be ordering a bundle subscription to Forward in Christ, our synod magazine. 
The cost is $11.50 for each subscription and the deadline to order is February 5th. Please contact the 
church office to renew your subscription or to place a new subscription. 
 
Chili Cook-off/Cornhole Tournament – Please mark your calendars for this community event 
sponsored by St. Paul’s Evangelism Committee on Sunday, February 12th at 4 PM at the Plymouth 
Community Center. If you would like to enter a chili into the contest, please place your name of the 
sign-up sheet on the table in the front entryway. More details will be available soon. 
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         Text, Tune, Setting: Keith Getty, b. 1974 and Stuart Townend, b. 1963   ©Thank You Music (admin. by EMI Christian Music Publishing).  

        All Rights Reserved.  Used by Permission.  Reprinted under CCLI License #3240029.  
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