St. Paul’s Evangelical Lutheran Church
Plymouth, Nebraska
Dedicated to God’s Glory
April 26th, 1914

Built On The Rock,
The Church Shall Stand

From the April 23rd, 1914 edition of
The Plymouth News

St. Paul’s Evangelical Lutheran Church which
has just been completed, is to be formally
dedicated on Sunday, April 26. The
forenoon services will be held at 10 o’clock
and the afternoon at 2:30. Rev. E. C.
Monhardt of Clatonia will preach in the
forenoon in German, while Rev. P. S.
Mayerhoff of Firth will preach in English at
the afternoon services and Rev. M. Zagel of
Glastone will make an address in German.
Rev. Lehninger, the pastor, will have charge
of both services and Rev. Matuschka will act
as organist. Special music by the choir will
be one of the features of the dedication.
The church is one of the best edifices in this
part of the state and will be a lasting
monument to the enterprise and thrift of
the people of St. Paul’s congregation. The
seating capacity of the church is about 500,
and if the weather remains favorable, it will
be taxed to its utmost.







Church Building Facts
The pipe organ is original with the building and contains 763 pipes. Cost $1,747.15.
There are three bells in the west bell tower, manufactured by The Old Established Buckeye
Bell Foundry in Cincinatti, Ohio, weighing a combined 2500 lbs.
The original cost of the stained glass windows was $412; the original cost of the altar was
$320; the original cost of communion ware; crucifix, and candelabra was $114.75.
The cost of church construction was $12,602.72.
John Kerst of Crete was general contractor.
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A Brief History of the Past One Hundred Years (Especially as it pertains to our Church Building)
May 20, 1913 Between 3-4 am; the original church (located where church cemetery stands) is
struck by lightning and burnt down.
Oct 12, 1913 Cornerstone laid
April 26, 1914 Church dedicated
October 1914 Decision made “to install lights for electric illumination”
1921 Basement dug
1939 Water piped into church
1960 Kitchen moved from southeast corner to current location; restrooms added
1964 New baptismal font dedicated (Replacing the older, “Angel” font)
1965 Significant repair of rafters and bracing added
1967 Redecorating of sanctuary
1971 Public address system added
1972 Church entryway dedicated.
1978 Radio room installed in church
January 7, 1979 First radio broadcast on KWBE 92.9 FM
1980 Series of services held to celebrate Church Centennial. Preachers for special services
throughout the year include Pastor Gerald Free (NE District President); Pastor Milton Weishahn;
Pastor Donald Grummert; Pastor Ernst Lehninger; Pastor G. B. Frank (Pastor Frank’s father); Pastor
Norman Berg (Board for Home Missions); Pastor H. C. Schnitker; Pastor Carl Mischke; and Pastor
Joel Frank.
April 30, 1989 Celebration of the 75th anniversary of church building
1990-1991 Construction of church addition
2000 Carillon system installed
2004 Redecorating of sanctuary. Dedication service September 19, 2004.
June 12, 2005 125th anniversary celebration
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The following is excerpted from the Centennial History Book in 1980
In the latter part of 1911 discussions were begun to consider building a new church. While the
majority favored a new building, no decision could be reached as to where the new church would
be located. (In the next few years no less than ten different votes were taken to resolve this
problem.) After discussing this for almost a year, a second vote was taken on November 10, 1912.
The minutes read, “A vote was taken concerning a building site for the new church building –
whether to build on the old site or whether to build in town. The result was a tied vote 28-28.”
The next vote was held on January 12, 1913. This time “26 wanted to build at the original site and
seven (7) in town.” The issue was to be resolved in this way: “Pledges were to be given and two
men were to go out among the members. Renters and laborers would be expected to contribute or
pledge $75.00 to $40.00. Land owners $1.00 per acre. The two men elected to canvass the entire
church community were Carl Nispel and John Selk. They were instructed to get pledges for both
sites, that is, get pledges for the original site and also for the town site. After the canvassing is
completed; it can be determined for which site the most money will be available. It was made clear
at the meeting that no one is to pledge less than $1.00 per acre.”
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This, too, proved fruitless; for after the pledges were totalled, the minutes of February 2, 1913,
read, “After lengthy discussion, they decided they could come to no definite conclusion.” A
proposal was then made to repair the old church, but it was defeated. Another vote was taken with
28 in favor of the old site and 13 opposed to it. “The pastor was requested to meet with those
voting in the minority so that, if possible, concord in the matter of church construction could be
attained.” Another meeting was held in two weeks on February 16, 1913. ”The results of the issue
were: 32 wanted to build in town and 27 wanted to build at the original site.”
It seemed as if all efforts to resolve the issue were doomed to failure and were only increasing the
problems and tension. The congregation was at a stalemate, and no decisive action could be taken.
Then the Lord stepped in and forced the issue. Early in the morning of May 20, 1913, the church
building, which had served the congregation for over thirty years, was struck by lightning and was
totally destroyed by fire. Two days later, in a hastily called meeting, the congregation decided to
hold services in the school temporarily. Another vote was taken: “19 votes were cast to build in
Plymouth and 32 voted to build at the original site.”
The next meeting was held the following Sunday, May 25, 1913. This time the vote was as follows:
34 votes cast in favor of building in town, 2 voted to build on the original site.” H.C. Nispel,
Reinhard Boeckner, and Edward Mader were appointed to a committee to visit various churches in
the area and to bring their suggestions for a new building to the next meeting which was scheduled
for the following Wednesday. But in this next meeting the voters again changed their minds, and a
resolution was passed to build on the southwest corner of the church property, south of the
parsonage along the highway. Evidently the matter was becoming a divisive issue because the
minutes now speak of the “east bothers and the west brothers.”
The issue apparently was resolved in the meeting held on June 1, 1913. The minutes read, “After
various meetings and discussions, several members offered to furnish land upon which to build the
church and in addition, they offered $1200.00 if the congregation would decide to build in town.
After this proposal, the congregational voting members decided to accept the gift and the new
church would be built north of the town school house.” E. Gottschalg, H.C. Nispel, and John Kothe
were elected to secure a loan from the bank.
On June 27 a plan for the new church was presented to the voters; but it was defeated, since it was
felt that the cost was too high.
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Evidently the question of where to build was still not settled in the minds of some; for in a special
meeting held two weeks later, the following committee was appointed “to handle the question
concerning the church building site and how the situation can be resolved peacefully”: E.
Gottschalg. A. Steckelberg, G. Knispel, J. Selk, F. Bockholdt, C. Nispel, Fr. Christ, R. Boeckner, J.M.
Nispel, and J.G. Schroeder. In spite of the efforts of these men, the vote in the August 18 meeting
was 29 in favor of the old site, and 7 voted to build in town. The minutes of August 26 read, “The
decision was made and carried that we ask the ‘east brothers’ to build with us and then we will
build here at the old site. Furthermore, the motion carried that Mr. Carl Nispel and Mr. Edward
Mader be the members who will plead with the ‘eastern brothers’ to build on the old site with us.
Carl Koenig and the pastor are also to be members of this committee.”
Two days later another meeting was held. The minutes read, “The motion was made and carried to
have a rising vote to determine on which site to build. Those who want nothing but to build on the
old site stand and there were 8. Then those who wanted to build in town stood and there were 12.”
At this meeting a Building Committee of the following was elected: H. C. Nispel, C. Nispel, Edward
Mader, John Selk, and C. Koenig
The final vote was taken on September 7, 1913. The results show 26 in favor of building in town
and none in favor of the old site. It was then decided that the new church was to be approximately
40’x70’ and of frame construction. It was to be paid for in three years. “The motion was made and
seconded that Emil Gottschalg and John Kothe were elected to get workers and to help with the
work and it is also their duty to supervise the work as well as the workers.”
While the number of votes taken, with their varying results, may seem strange to us today, the
following factors may help us appreciate the situation. Since two Missouri Synod congregations
were located several miles east of Plymouth, probably the majority of our congregation lived west
and north of town at that time. For many, then, attending church in town would mean another mile
(two miles for a round trip)riding in a buggy or spring wagon. Others, undoubtedly, felt that it was
wrong even to consider moving the church from the original property where the cemetery, school,
and parsonage were still located. Perhaps they feared that someday the graves of many loved ones
would also be abandoned. Others, however, must have realized, even then, the wisdom of moving
the church into town where so many of our older members would someday live. We thank the Lord
that He led our congregation to this final decision and that He moved them to build a church which
is large enough to serve our needs even today, sixty-six years later.
The site of the new church was on the northwest edge of Plymouth on a two-acre tract of land
donated by Otto Knoche. The cornerstone was laid on October 12, 1913. (The copper box which
had been sealed in the stone was opened following the first Centennial service on January 27, 1980.
It contained various newspaper and Lutheran publications of that time, a German hymnal and
catechism, the church constitution, and a history of the congregation prepared by Pastor Max
Lehninger.)
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John Kerst of Crete, Nebraska, was hired as the general contractor for the construction of the
church. He was assisted by many of the members who donated their labor. According to the
records of the church treasurer and C.H. (Charley) Koenig, the following were some of the major
expenditures in the construction: pipe organ - $1,747.15; stained glass windows - $412.06; pews $935; pulpit - $120; altar - $320; baptismal font - $90; communion ware, crucifix, and candelabra $114.75; two furnaces - $438.85; window sashes and frames - $390.80; hail screen - $185; and
three bells - $726.82. (According to the contract with The Old Established Buckeye Bell Foundry in
Cincinnati, Ohio, the three bells weigh 1,497 pounds, 602 pounds, and 408 pounds. They also would
be “composed exclusively of the best selected copper and imported E. India tin, to be of good clear
tone, satisfactory to purchaser and not to crack by regular use within 10 years from this date.” The
cost of shipping the bells was $30.86.) Mr. Koenig’s final notation was this: “Total cost of church
$12,602.72.”
On Sunday, April 26, 1914, the new church building was dedicated to the service of the Triune God.
Six of the founders of the congregation took part in the joyous celebration: O. Knoche, M.
Bockholdt, H. Schwab, G. Weichel, E. Gottschalg, and A. Steckelberg. The April 30, 1914, edition of
The Plymouth News gave this account of the church dedication under the headline “St. Paul’s
Thrown Open With Impressive Ceremonies”:
St. Paul’s Ev. Lutheran Church was formally dedicated last Sunday in the presence of one of the
largest gatherings seen for several years. The weather was ideal, and people came here from far
and near, in rigs and cars, while quite a large crowd came in on the morning trains from Fairbury,
Jansen, DeWitt, and Clatonia.
The people gathered in front of the church, when a hymn was sung, after which the doors of the
church were thrown open and all marched in. Although the church has a seating capacity of nearly
500, many were obliged to stand up. After several hymns were sung, Rev. E. Monhardt of Clatonia
delivered the dedication sermon. This was followed by several selections by the choir, Rev.
Matuschka acting as organist.
The afternoon services started with an organ prelude, followed by several hymns by the
congregation, after which Rev. P. L. Mayerhoff of Firth preached a very masterly sermon. This was
followed by another hymn, after which Rev. M. Zagel of Gladstone delivered an address. Another
selection by the choir, an organ prelude and several hymns by the congregation, and the gathering
was dismissed.
The services were in charge of Rev. Lehninger and were very impressive throughout.
The church is one of the handsomest country churches in this section of the state and was erected
at a cost of over $15,000. The interior decorations are beautiful and would do credit to a church in
the city. There is a three-bell chime, also an elegant pipe organ of wonderful tone. The whole
building is heated by two immense furnaces in the basement. The church is a credit to Plymouth
and one of which every person here can well feel proud of.
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View from the west, 1950’s
Memories of the 1950’s from Marian Wurm:
In church, the men sat on the east side. The ladies sat on the west side. And the families
sat in the center benches. The ladies wore dresses and the men wore suits. The men and ladies
wore hats to church. The ladies kept their hats on in church. The men took off their hats and
placed them on wire holders that were fastened under the benches.
One teacher taught all 8 grades in school. He was also the main organist and the choir
director. When the choir sang, they sat in the 4 front benches on the west side, and to sing, lined
up on the steps in front of the Altar, facing the congregation. They sang without the organ as the
organist was directing them.
The confirmed girls gathered in the small southwest room (bell room/nursery) and would
go into church as a group.
The basement entrance steps were located where the radio room is now. The kitchen was
in the southeast corner of the basement. There were also basement entrance steps from the north
outside with a trap door over them. There were cement steps in front of the church with steel rails
along the east and west sides.
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Memories from the family of George Yost:
Our father, George Yost, was one of the people that helped fight the fire of the “old
church.” There had been a heavy rain with lots of thunder and lightning. On the way to the fire, he
crossed a bridge that had high water. As he crossed over the bridge with his team of horses and
wagon the bridge boards broke. He was twenty years old at the time.
During the construction of the new church, he helped deliver the altar, piece by piece, from
the Plymouth Depot. He also helped haul the baptismal font which was in the shape of an angel
kneeling and holding a bowl.
Plymouth News, May 22, 1913:
About 4 o’clock Tuesday morning lightning struck the German Lutheran church one mile
west of Plymouth. Owing to the early hour it was some time before anyone was upon the scene,
and nothing was saved. The church was handsomely decorated and furnished, and was one of the
finest in this community. A silver communion set valued at $500 was one of the chief losses.
The building was one of the old landmarks here and was built about 30 years ago. The loss
will amount to $2,500, with $900 insurance.
A Letter from Alfred “Fritz” Lehninger dated May 6, 1980:
Dear Friends,
We are sorry but we will not be able to get to Plymouth on June 8th. Thank you for the
invitation—my wife and I expect to get to Nebraska in September and of course will attend a
service at St. Paul’s then.
As a child I vividly remember when the old church burned down—one mile west. There was
a severe electrical and rain storm—as was the custom in our family—all of us (children) were
huddled together downstairs in the parsonage. I followed Father around from room to room and in
his study on the northwest side of the parsonage—when looking out of the west window—we saw
a flickering light reflected in the water.
Father said, “What can that be?” then moving to the north window—there in the steeple of
the church were flames shooting out.
Father went to the phone and called “central” and told her the church was burning.
The only other thing I remember of this event was Father said he wanted to see if he could
get the Communion set out. Mother didn’t want him to try since there was only the front door—no
other door.
I cannot remember whether he did or not, but I do remember that Otto Krueger was the
first one that came, then many others came by buggy and others by horseback.
We hope St. Paul’s has another hundred years of grace.
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Some interesting notes from Voter’s Meetings, 1911-1914:
 A chairman was elected at each meeting.
 The matter of whether to build and where to build was continually in front of the voters
for years.
 In January 1913, discussion was held regarding pledges for a new church: “Renters and
labourers would be expected to contribute or pledge $75-$40. Land owners $1/acre...They
were instructed to get pledges for the original site and also the town site. After the
canvassing completed, it can be determined for which site the most money will be available.
It was made clear at the meeting no one is to pledge less than $1/acre.”
 Thanks were given to the Matuschka congregation for offering their house of worship for
use after our church fire; church services were held in the school house from the time of
the fire until the construction of the new church.
 After months of back and forth, the congregation decided on September 7, 1913 to build in
town by a vote of 26-0. “The motion was made and carried that payments toward the new
building should be made as it is with the pastor’s salary—that is that they contribute
according to the class scale based on ability.”
 From April 13, 1914: “By standing vote, the congregation voted for the motion that we have
printed programs for the church dedication.” At the same meeting, the congregation
decided “to get rid of old song books” and use new ones. (Interesting—a new hymnal and a
new church at the same time!)

A prayer from Pastor
Max Lehninger on the
occasion of the laying
of the cornerstone,
October 12th, 1913:
Lord, preserve our
dear congregation
with your pure Word
and Sacrament so that
more and more will
keep the faith, live
Christian lives, and
one day die blest.
Amen.
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Sunday Morning, 2014
Special thanks to members of the Anniversary Celebration Committee:
Brian Burger (Chairman); Karen Bergmeier; Marge Schmidt;
Calvin Weichel; Mark Wells; Marvin Yost
Thanks also to the following:
 Brian Burger who scanned all the old church slides into digital format.
 LaVon Wasserman who located the old articles from The Plymouth News at the Fairbury
Library.
 Deb Wells for formatting and editing the excerpt from the Centennial Book.
 Lillian Freese and Sarah Bortulin for putting together the picture slide show.
 All who contributed pictures and memories for the celebration.
Soli Deo Gloria
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