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December 10th, 2017 – Advent 2 

 

Service of Word and Sacrament 
 

 

 



2 

 

Welcome 

 
 

 

 If you desire, there is a nursery in the back on the west side of the church, but know that 
your children are ALWAYS welcome in our service no matter how much noise they make. 
We’re happy to have them hear the Word and join us praising God with their voices! 
 

 Before you leave, please sign the guest register.  It is located on the top of the stairs in the 
church entryway. 

 

 Please talk to one of the Elders (seated in the back of the church) if you have questions 
about the service or the congregation. 
 

 Large print service folders are available.  Please speak to one of the Elders if this would be 
of assistance to you. 
 

 Our Sunday morning service can be heard on KWBE 1450AM (94.7FM) and viewed live and 
archived at www.stpaulsplymouth.org.  Please share this information with those who are 
not able to attend worship. 
 

 Prayers before Worship can be found in Christian Worship – A Lutheran Hymnal, pages 10-
11.   

Broadcast Sponsor 
 

 

 

 
 

Focus for Our Worship 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

Today is the second Sunday of Advent.  Advent is a season of preparation, repentance 
(second only to Lent), and anticipation. Our focus is on the “advent” or coming of our Savior: 
He comes even now through Word and Sacrament, He is yet to come again on Judgment Day, 
He has come as long promised by the prophets, He has come proclaimed by John.   A short 
prayer from the last chapter of the Bible summarizes the season perfectly: “Come, Lord Jesus.  
Amen.”  Today our emphasis is on the Lord coming in the future on the Last Day.  As we read 
in the lessons, “that day is surely coming.”  So we lift up our heads with expectant and 
trusting hearts for our “redemption is drawing near.” 
 
 

 

Our broadcast this morning is sponsored in loving memory of Larry Loos by his family and 
friends. Larry entered eternal life December 4, 2016. 

 

 
 

 

 
 

Thank you for joining us for worship today! 

We pray that your spiritual life will be nourished through Word and Sacrament. 

 

http://www.stpaulsplymouth.org/
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SERVICE OF WORD AND SACRAMENT – Christian Worship – page 26 
 

OPENING HYMN “The Advent of Our King” (CW 1)  
 
GREETING 
M The grace of our Lord % Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be 

with you.  
C    And also with you. 
 

CONFESSION OF SINS and HOLY ABSOLUTION 
M God invites us to come into His presence and worship Him with humble and penitent hearts.  

Therefore, let us acknowledge our sinfulness and ask Him to forgive us.  
c Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful and that I have disobeyed You in 

my thoughts, words, and actions. I have done what is evil and failed to do what is good. For 
this I deserve Your punishment both now and in eternity. But I am truly sorry for my sins, and 
trusting in my Savior Jesus Christ, I pray: Lord, have mercy on me, a sinner.  

 

M God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has given His only Son to be the atoning 
sacrifice for our sins. Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by His authority, I forgive you all 
your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son % and of the Holy Spirit.  

C   Amen. 
 
LORD, HAVE MERCY 
M For all that we need in life and for the wisdom to use all Your gifts with gratitude and joy, hear   

our prayer, O Lord. 

 
 
 

M For the steadfast assurance that nothing can separate us from Your love and for the courage to 
stand firm against the assaults of Satan and every evil, hear our prayer, O Christ. 

 
 
 

M For the well-being of Your holy Church in all the world and for those who offer here their 
worship and praise, hear our prayer, O Lord. 
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M   Merciful God, maker and preserver of life, uphold us by Your power and keep us in Your tender 
care: 

 
 
M:  The works of the Lord are great and glorious; His name is worthy of praise. 
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M:  We light two Advent candles, remembering Jesus, who came as a Babe in Bethlehem and 
will come again in the future to take us to be with Him.  Keep us ever watchful Lord as we 
pray this Advent prayer:  

C: Come, Lord Jesus, be our guest.  Through your Word and Sacraments may our souls be 
blessed. 

 
FIRST LESSON — Malachi 4:1-6 
The Messiah came in Bethlehem as the “sun of righteousness with healing in its wings.”  When 
He comes again, those who remained in faithless impenitence will “be stubble,” but those who 
received His righteousness in faith will rejoice—leaping “like calves released from the stall.” 
 “Surely the day is coming; it will burn like a furnace. All the arrogant and every evildoer will 
be stubble, and that day that is coming will set them on fire,” says the LORD Almighty. “Not a 
root or a branch will be left to them. 2 But for you who revere my name, the sun of 
righteousness will rise with healing in its wings. And you will go out and leap like calves 
released from the stall. 3 Then you will trample down the wicked; they will be ashes under the 
soles of your feet on the day when I do these things,” says the LORD Almighty.  

4 “Remember the law of my servant Moses, the decrees and laws I gave him at Horeb for all 
Israel.  

5 “See, I will send you the prophet Elijah before that great and dreadful day of the LORD comes. 
6 He will turn the hearts of the fathers to their children, and the hearts of the children to their 
fathers; or else I will come and strike the land with a curse.” 
 

ST. PAUL’S JUNIOR CHOIR “Light a Candle in the Night” – Lloyd Larson 
 

SECOND LESSON — Romans 15:4-13 
Paul urges that through the study of the Scriptures, we might have hope.  Hope is a word used 
time and time again in the Bible to talk about the Christian’s expectant waiting for the Lord to 
come again.  We look forward to the Day when the Lord, who has always kept His promises in 
the past, again keeps His promise to return.  Come, Lord Jesus! 
  4 For everything that was written in the past was written to teach us, so that through endurance 
and the encouragement of the Scriptures we might have hope.  



6 

 

5 May the God who gives endurance and encouragement give you a spirit of unity among 
yourselves as you follow Christ Jesus, 6 so that with one heart and mouth you may glorify the 
God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ.  

7 Accept one another, then, just as Christ accepted you, in order to bring praise to God. 8 For I 
tell you that Christ has become a servant of the Jews on behalf of God’s truth, to confirm the 
promises made to the patriarchs 9 so that the Gentiles may glorify God for his mercy, as it is 
written: “Therefore I will praise you among the Gentiles; I will sing hymns to your name.”10 

Again, it says, “Rejoice, O Gentiles, with his people.”11 And again, “Praise the Lord, all you 
Gentiles, and sing praises to him, all you peoples.”12 And again, Isaiah says, “The Root of Jesse 
will spring up, one who will arise to rule over the nations; the Gentiles will hope in him.”13 May 
the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace as you trust in him, so that you may overflow with 
hope by the power of the Holy Spirit. 
 

VERSE OF DAY — Psalm 50:15 

Alleluia. Call upon me in the day of trouble; I will deliver you, and you will honor me. Alleluia.   

 

 

 

 
 
HOLY GOSPEL — Luke 21:25-36 
The Lord Jesus Himself promises here to come soon in visible glory and so urges us to be ready, 
by the repentance and faith which are empowered by His Word and Sacraments, to greet Him 
with joy at any moment. 

  25 “There will be signs in the sun, moon and stars. On the earth, nations will be in anguish and 
perplexity at the roaring and tossing of the sea. 26 Men will faint from terror, apprehensive of 
what is coming on the world, for the heavenly bodies will be shaken. 27 At that time they will see 
the Son of Man coming in a cloud with power and great glory. 28 When these things begin to take 
place, stand up and lift up your heads, because your redemption is drawing near.”  
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29 He told them this parable: “Look at the fig tree and all the trees. 30 When they sprout leaves, 
you can see for yourselves and know that summer is near. 31 Even so, when you see these things 
happening, you know that the kingdom of God is near.  

32 “I tell you the truth, this generation will certainly not pass away until all these things have 
happened. 33 Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words will never pass away.  

34 “Be careful, or your hearts will be weighed down with dissipation, drunkenness and the 
anxieties of life, and that day will close on you unexpectedly like a trap. 35 For it will come upon 
all those who live on the face of the whole earth. 36 Be always on the watch, and pray that you 
may be able to escape all that is about to happen, and that you may be able to stand before the 
Son of Man.” 
 M This is the Gospel of the Lord!  

 

HYMN OF THE DAY “O Lord, How Shall I Meet You” (CW 19) 
 

SERMON — Psalm 108:1-5 
1My heart is steadfast, O God; I will sing and make music with all my soul. 2Awake, harp and lyre! 
I will awaken the dawn. 3I will praise you, O LORD, among the nations; I will sing of you among 
the peoples. 4For great is your love, higher than the heavens; your faithfulness reaches to the 
skies. 5Be exalted, O God, above the heavens, and let your glory be over all the earth. 
 
NICENE CREED  

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, 
seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one being with 
the Father. Through Him all things were made. For us and for our salvation, He came down from 
heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary, and became fully human. For our 
sake He was crucified under Pontius Pilate. He suffered death and was buried. On the third day He 
rose again in accordance with the Scriptures. He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right 
hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and His kingdom 
will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the 
Son, who in unity with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, who has spoken through 
the prophets. We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one 
baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead and the life of the 
world to come.  Amen. 
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OFFERING 
 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH  
 
LORD’S PRAYER 

c  Our Father, who art in heaven,  
  hallowed be Thy name,  
  Thy kingdom come,  
  Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  
  Give us this day our daily bread;  
 and forgive us our trespasses,  
  as we forgive those who trespass against us;  
 and lead us not into temptation,  
 but deliver us from evil.  
  For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory  
  forever and ever. Amen. 
 
 

THE SACRAMENT 
 

M The Lord be with you. 

  
 

M Lift up your hearts. 

 
 

M Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

 

M Praise to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! In love He has blessed us with every 
spiritual blessing. Through His holy prophets, He promised a King to bring light to those living in 
darkness and in the shadow of death. Now have come the salvation and the power and the 
kingdom of our God and the authority of His Christ. To Him who sits on the throne and to the 
Lamb be praise and thanks and honor and glory for ever and ever. 
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WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

M Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night He was betrayed, took bread; and when He had given thanks, 
He broke it and gave it to His disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is My + body, which is given 
for you. Do this in remembrance of Me.” 

 

Then He took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of you; this is 
My + blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for the forgiveness of sins. Do this, 
whenever you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 
 

The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
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LAMB OF GOD 

 

 

 

 

 
 
CLOSE COMMUNION We ask that only those who have previously spoken to our pastor or are 
members in good standing of this or another WELS or ELS congregation come to Holy Communion 
today.  Our practice of Close Communion (which has been the practice of the Christian Church 
throughout the ages) is in no way trying to judge anyone’s faith.  What we are trying to do is follow 
the Bible’s clear teaching (I Corinthians 11) to first study God’s Word together.  As we do so, we can 
share with/review with you what the Lord’s Supper is all about.  You, then, also have an opportunity 
to examine what we believe and teach before you come to the Lord’s Supper here at St. Paul’s and 
make a public profession that you agree with what we teach. 
 

If you have any questions about this or would like to commune at St. Paul’s in the future, please talk 
to the pastor after worship this morning.  He would love to sit down with you on your timetable and 
at your convenience and talk about these important matters. 

 
 

DISTRIBUTION OF THE LORD’S SUPPER 

 

PRAYER BEFORE COMMUNION 
Lord, I am not worthy to be a guest at Your holy table.  But You are a friend of sinners, and You 
will not cast me out.  This bread is Your body, which bore my sins upon the tree.  This wine is 
Your blood, which purifies me from all guilt.  At Your invitation, I come rejoicing.  Receive me, 
my Savior.  Amen. 
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Distribution Hymns:  

“Jesus, Your Church with Longing Eyes” (CW 9)  
“Lo, He Comes with Clouds Descending” (CW 29) 
“Lift Up Your Heads, You Mighty Gates” (CW 4) 
 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
Thank You, Lord Jesus Christ, for nourishing me in this sacrament with Your body and blood.  
You have given me forgiveness, life, and salvation.  Let me always remain in You as a branch 
remains in the vine.  Send me out in the power of Your Spirit to live and work to Your praise and 
glory.  Amen. 
 
 
THANKSGIVING

 

 

 

 
 
 
M   Hear the prayer of Your people, O Lord, that the lips which have praised You here may glorify 

You in the world, that the eyes which have seen the coming of Your Son may long for His coming 
again, and that all who have received in His true body and blood the pledge of Your forgiveness 
may be restored to live a new and holy life, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns 
with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  
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M Brothers and sisters, go in peace. Live in harmony with one another. Serve the Lord with 
gladness.     
                                 The Lord bless you and keep you.      

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
                                 The Lord look on you with favor and + give you peace. 

 

 
CLOSING HYMN “The King Will Come at Age’s End” (CWS 731) – see page 16 of the service folder 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
NOTES AND NEWS 

 
Pastor Fred Berger                         Principal Andrew Danner 
C-402-239-4509   O-402-656-3003      C-402-433-5349   O-402-656-4465 
pastorberger@gmail.com             danner@stpaulsplymouth.org 
 

 

Organist: Angie Zulauf 
Teen Usher: Ethan Paxton 
Greeters: Bob & Marge Schmidt 
Childcare: Steph Wehrman, Karen Schroeder 
Broadcast Announcers: Brett Scheiding, Ethan Paxton 
 
 
 

BIRTHDAYS AND ANNIVERSARIES 
Today –Zachary Bergmeier 

Monday – Ruth Herman 
Tuesday – Barry Jung 

Thursday – Steph Berger 
Sunday – Deb Milius, Grant Freese, Heidi Warnke 

 
 
 
 
 

mailto:pastorberger@gmail.com
mailto:danner@stpaulsplymouth.org
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This Week, By God’s Grace (Dec. 10th – Dec. 17th) 

        

 
 
Christmas Eve Practices—Students participating in the 2017 Children’s Christmas Service will be 
practicing today from 9:00-9:45 a.m. in the school. The next practice (Dec. 17th) will be at 
church, starting at 8:30 a.m. A final practice will be held beginning at 9:00 a.m. on the 24th for 
anyone who is able to attend. 
 
Christmas for Kids—CFK will be held Saturday, December 16th.  Student registration forms are 
available on the table in the front entrance and online on our website. 
 
Organ Project Update—Lord-willing, John Nolte will be arriving on January 2nd and plans to 
begin phase 2 on January 3rd.  Here is a recent plan from John:  To start work on the 3rd, I will 
need one or two men to help disconnect all of the linkages from the keys to the pipes so we can 
remove the console. That will take at least the full day, and maybe part of the following day. 
 

Today 
 
 
 
Monday 
Tuesday 
 
 
Wednesday 
 
Thursday 
 
 
Friday 
 
Saturday 
Sunday 
 

PreK SS, K-8 Christmas Practice, BC, Teens  
Worship-Communion 
Truth In Love Ministry Meeting 
Nominating Committee Meeting 
Faculty Meeting 
Faculty Devotion 
School Chapel 
LES Catechism Class 
PSI Class 
Adult Choir  
Faculty Devotion 
LES Catechism 
Ladies Aid Christmas Party 
St. Paul’s School Caroling 
Faculty Christmas Party 
Christmas for Kids (8:45am Registration) 
PreK SS, K-8 Christmas Practice, BC, Teens  
Worship 
Broadcast, Endowment, Cemetery Comm. Mtgs. 
NELHS Christmas Concert/One Act Play 
(Childcare: Steph Wehrman, Karen Schroeder) 
(Greeters: Stan & Mary Hueske)  

9:00am 
10:00am 
11:15am 
11:15am 

7:15am 
7:15am 
8:30am 
9:00am 

6:00-7:30pm 
7:45pm 
7:15am 
8:30am 

11:00am 
 

6:30pm 
9:00am-Noon 

9:00am 
10:00am 
11:00am 

4:00pm 
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Once the console and linkages are out, we will need several men to remove the bellows. The 
plan is to have someone haul it out to Brian's shop so we can work on it there. Two or three 
men could help with that. Any work inside the organ for cold air returns or anything else can be 
done while the bellows is out. It will probably take about three days to complete the bellows re-
leathering. There may be some work on the action that could be done simultaneously. We will 
be replacing all the leather nuts between the keys and the chests, and repairing or replacing any 
broken parts.  
 

Cheer Camp—The NELHS K-8 Cheer Camp will be held January 6th, 2018 beginning at 
1:30 p.m. This year’s theme is “Beach Party!” and the registration fee is $20 per girl.  
Email kdorn@nelhs.org for additional information. 
 

Cards/Napkins—The Ladies Aid has Christmas cards and napkins available in the church 
basement. The price is marked on each card box and napkin package. Other cards (baptism, 
confirmation, wedding, birthday, etc.) are also available for $.50 each. 
 

Truth In Love Ministry—After our service today, we will have a short meeting for anyone 
wanting more information on the Mormon mission trip to Utah (June 9th – 15th). It is a one-week 
trip of gaining new friendships and a chance to share the Gospel with people that desperately 
need to hear it. No experience needed! 
 

Church Council Highlights 
Thursday, November 30th, 2017 

The meeting opened with a devotion by Pastor Berger based on Acts 18. 
 

The secretary’s minutes from the September 28th meeting and the special meetings on 
November 12th and 19th were approved as presented. 
 

Treasurer’s Report: Edwin Schneider reported the following balances: 

Home Fund Balance $-55,540.01 

Missions (submitted) $34,322.15  

Building Fund Balance $6,322.11      

NELHS Operating (submitted) $20,450.00  

NELHS Debt Retirement (submitted) $20,949.00      

Memorial Fund Balance $15,025.00     
 

➢ It was agreed that a letter to the members should go out regarding necessary funds 
needed to meet our financial obligations for the year. 

 

Elders: 
➢ Our elders continue to work through ideas for encouraging all members to make use of 

Word and Sacrament so that the Holy Spirit can strengthen their faith. 

mailto:kdorn@nelhs.org
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Board of Education: 
➢ Mr. Danner presented information about education costs at St. Paul’s and tuition rates 

for the 2018-2019 school year. 
➢ Tom Worster, chairman of the board of education, explained the board’s 

recommendation to eliminate the para-educator position. Following discussion, a 
motion was made and seconded to recommend to the voters at the annual meeting that 
we eliminate the para-educator position. Motion carried. 

➢ Dave Schmidt reviewed the school financial report with the council. 
 
Trustees: 

➢ After explaining the options for repairing the church steeple, it was agreed to present to 
the voters for their approval at the annual meeting the $12,000 option from Chappell 
Roofing. We have about half of these funds already saved up. 

➢ Plans are still in place to trim trees in front of the parsonage. 
➢ It was also noted that the Trustees will be putting up the outdoor nativity scene soon 

and helping to distribute Christmas sacks following the Christmas Eve Service. 
 

NELHS Report: 
➢ The monthly News and Notes from NELHS were highlighted in the agenda. 

 

Pastor Berger’s Report: 
➢ Pastor Berger highlighted the following items: 

o an evangelism presentation he gave at Living Hope, Omaha; 
o shut-ins visits being made this week and the chapel devotion he will be giving at 

NELHS next Friday; 
o the Ladies Aid Christmas party on December 14th and the various Christmas/New 

Year’s Eve services; 
o and his plans to have two wisdom teeth removed next Monday.    
 

Other Business: 
➢ The elders asked for input from council members regarding the reserving of seats on 

Christmas Eve. 
➢ After discussing the health insurance options, a motion was made and seconded to 

continue self-insuring down to a $250 deductible, as has been done in the past. Motion 
carried.  Next year, various options will be studied earlier in the year.  

➢ It was noted that the Nominating Committee has met and will be contacting voters to run 
for various council positions.  
 

The meeting closed with a prayer by Pastor Berger. 
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