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St. Paul’s Evangelical Lutheran Church & SCHOOL 

Plymouth, Nebraska 

stpaulsplymouth.org 
 

In an ever-changing world, St. Paul’s Evangelical Lutheran Church exists to build Christ’s kingdom in 

people’s hearts with the un-changing Gospel of Jesus Christ. 
 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
 

 
December 4th, 2016 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Welcome — We extend a heartfelt welcome to all. May the praise of Jesus= name be on our lips and 
the glory of God=s name be reflected in how we live in the week ahead. Please come and worship 
with us again. If you are visiting today, please sign our guest book located in the front entrance. 
 

Prayers before Worship can be found in Christian Worship – A Lutheran Hymnal, pages 10-11.   
 

Broadcast Sponsor — Our broadcast today is sponsored in loving memory of Mrs. Alida Freese by 
her family. Alida was born December 3, 1938. She entered life eternal February 26, 2016.  
 

Focus for Our Worship —Today is the second Sunday of Advent.  Advent is a season of 
preparation, repentance (second only to Lent), and anticipation. Our focus is on the “advent” or 
coming of our Savior: He comes even now, He is yet to come again, He has come as long 
promised, He has come proclaimed by John.   A short prayer from the last chapter of the Bible 
summarizes the season perfectly: “Come, Lord Jesus.  Amen.” 
 

Today our emphasis is on the Lord coming in the future on the Last Day.  As we read in the 
lessons, “that day is surely coming.”  So we lift up our heads with expectant and trusting hearts, 
for our “redemption is drawing near.” 
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Service of the Word - page 38 in CW 
(with the Gathering Rite on the Word) 

 
God’s people long to gather together for strength from God and for mutual encouragement.  This alternate beginning for worship 
may be used on any occasion to remind God’s people of the blessings of his Word. 

 
 
 

M: In the name of the Father and of the Son (+) and of the Holy Spirit. 
C: Amen. 
 

Introduction to the hymn. 

 

 

M: Oh, how I love Your law! 
C: I meditate on it all day long. 
M: Your commands make me wiser than my enemies, 
C: for they are ever with me. 
M: I have more insight than all my teachers, 
C: for I meditate on Your statutes. 
M: How sweet are Your words to my taste, 
C: sweeter than honey to my mouth! (Psalm 119:97-99,103) 
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M: All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting, and training in 
righteousness, 

C: so that the man of God may be thoroughly equipped for every good work. (2 Timothy 3:16,17) 
M: Yet, so often we have despised God’s Word and failed to gladly hear and learn it. For this and all our 

sins, we bow before God and humbly ask His forgiveness. 
C: Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful, and that I have disobeyed You in my 

thoughts, words, and actions. I have done what is evil and failed to do what is good. For this I 
deserve Your punishment both now and in eternity. But I am truly sorry for my sins, and trusting in 
my Savior Jesus Christ, I pray: Lord, have mercy on me, a sinner.  

 

 
 

 
M: God gave His word so “that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that by 

believing you may have life in His name” (John 20:31). The Scriptures testify about Jesus, who lived a 
perfect life for you, died on the cross to pay for all your sins, and rose again to assure you of your 
salvation. Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by His authority, I forgive you all your sins in the 
name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen. 
 

 
 
(Taken from Christian Worship Supplement, © 2008, NPH. Reprinted under Onelicense.net #A-711841.) 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 
M: Stir up our hearts, O Lord, to make ready the way of Your only begotten Son, so that by His        
   coming now we may serve You with purified minds and receive Him with joy when He comes in glory;  
   through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God,   
   now and forever.  
 

 
 
HYMN “Lift Up Your Heads, You Mighty Gates” (CW 4) 
 

THE WORD 
 

FIRST LESSON – Malachi 4:1-6 
The Messiah came in Bethlehem as the “sun of righteousness with healing in its wings.”  When He comes 
again, those who remained in faithless impenitence will “be stubble,” but those who received His 
righteousness in faith will rejoice—leaping “like calves released from the stall.” 
 
 
“Surely the day is coming; it will burn like a furnace. All the arrogant and every evildoer will be stubble, 
and that day that is coming will set them on fire,” says the LORD Almighty. “Not a root or a branch will 
be left to them. 

2 
But for you who revere my name, the sun of righteousness will rise with healing in its 

wings. And you will go out and leap like calves released from the stall. 
3 

Then you will trample down the 
wicked; they will be ashes under the soles of your feet on the day when I do these things,” says the 
LORD Almighty.  

4 
“Remember the law of my servant Moses, the decrees and laws I gave him at Horeb for all Israel.  

5 
“See, I will send you the prophet Elijah before that great and dreadful day of the LORD comes. 

6 
He will 

turn the hearts of the fathers to their children, and the hearts of the children to their fathers; or else I will 
come and strike the land with a curse.” 

  
PSALM OF THE DAY — Psalm 24, on page 73 in the front portion of the hymnal 
 
SECOND LESSON — 2 Peter 3:8-18 (Sermon Text) 
 

8 
But do not forget this one thing, dear friends: With the Lord a day is like a thousand years, and a 

thousand years are like a day. 
9 

The Lord is not slow in keeping his promise, as some understand slowness. 
He is patient with you, not wanting anyone to perish, but everyone to come to repentance.  

10 
But the day of the Lord will come like a thief. The heavens will disappear with a roar; the elements 

will be destroyed by fire, and the earth and everything in it will be laid bare. 
11 

Since everything will be destroyed in this way, what kind of people ought you to be? You ought to live 
holy and godly lives 

12 
as you look forward to the day of God and speed its coming. That day will bring 

about the destruction of the heavens by fire, and the elements will melt in the heat. 
13 

But in keeping with 
his promise we are looking forward to a new heaven and a new earth, the home of righteousness.  

14 
So then, dear friends, since you are looking forward to this, make every effort to be found spotless, 

blameless and at peace with him. 
15 

Bear in mind that our Lord’s patience means salvation, just as our 
dear brother Paul also wrote you with the wisdom that God gave him. 

16 
He writes the same way in all his 

letters, speaking in them of these matters. His letters contain some things that are hard to understand, 
which ignorant and unstable people distort, as they do the other Scriptures, to their own destruction.  



5 
 

17 
Therefore, dear friends, since you already know this, be on your guard so that you may not be carried 

away by the error of lawless men and fall from your secure position. 
18 

But grow in the grace and 
knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. To him be glory both now and forever! Amen. 

  
 
VERSE OF THE DAY — Psalm 50:15 
 M: Alleluia. Call upon Me in the day of trouble; I will deliver you, and you will honor me. Alleluia.   

 
 
 
HOLY GOSPEL — Luke 21:25-36 
The Lord Jesus Himself promises here to come soon in visible glory and so urges us to be ready, by the 
repentance and faith which are empowered by His Word and Sacraments, to greet Him with joy at any 
moment. 

   

25 
“There will be signs in the sun, moon and stars. On the earth, nations will be in anguish and perplexity 

at the roaring and tossing of the sea. 
26 

Men will faint from terror, apprehensive of what is coming on the 
world, for the heavenly bodies will be shaken. 

27 
At that time they will see the Son of Man coming in a 

cloud with power and great glory. 
28 

When these things begin to take place, stand up and lift up your 
heads, because your redemption is drawing near.”  

29 
He told them this parable: “Look at the fig tree and all the trees. 

30 
When they sprout leaves, you can 

see for yourselves and know that summer is near. 
31 

Even so, when you see these things happening, you 
know that the kingdom of God is near.  

32 
“I tell you the truth, this generation  will certainly not pass away until all these things have happened. 

33 
Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words will never pass away.  
34 

“Be careful, or your hearts will be weighed down with dissipation, drunkenness and the anxieties of 
life, and that day will close on you unexpectedly like a trap. 

35 
For it will come upon all those who live on 

the face of the whole earth. 
36 

Be always on the watch, and pray that you may be able to escape all that is 
about to happen, and that you may be able to stand before the Son of Man.” 
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M: This is the Gospel of our Lord!  

 
 
 
 

HYMN OF THE DAY “O Lord, How Shall I Meet You” (CW 19) 
 
 
SERMON – 2 Peter 3:8-18 – Advent Preparation 
   
 
APOSTLES’ CREED 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth.  
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the 
virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. He descended into hell. 
The third day He rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of 
God the Father almighty. From there He will come to judge the living and the dead.  
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of 
sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.  

 
 

OFFERING 
 
 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH  
 
 

LORD’S PRAYER 
C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on     
  earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive  
  those who trespass against us;  and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is  
  the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 
 
 

HYMN “Jesus, Your Church with Longing Eyes” (CW 9) 
 
 
CLOSING PRAYER AND BLESSING  
M: O Lord God, our heavenly Father, pour out the Holy Spirit on Your faithful people. Keep us strong in 

Your grace and truth, protect and comfort us in all temptation, and bestow on us Your saving peace, 
through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever. 
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M: Brothers and sisters, go in peace. Live in harmony with one another. Serve the Lord with gladness. 
 The LORD bless you and keep you. 
 The LORD make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
 The LORD look on you with favor and  give you peace. 
 

 
 
 
CLOSING HYMN “Lo, He Comes with Clouds Descending” (CWS 704) – see page 12 of the service folder 
 
 

 

 

 
 
 

NOTES AND NEWS  
 

 

Pastor Fred Berger                           Principal Andrew Danner 
C-402-239-4509   O-402-656-3003       C-402-433-5349   O-402-656-4465 
pastorberger@gmail.com                danner@stpaulsplymouth.org 
 

Organist: Joan Hummel 
Teen Usher: Noah Worster 
Greeters: Logan Scheele, Megan Roberts 
Broadcast Announcers: Nathan Schwab, Craig Scheele 

 
 
 

 

Thank You — We extend thanks to all who donated items for the Food Pantry.  Along with the donations 
from our school children, we delivered 875 pounds of food to the Jefferson County Food Pantry. We also 
had $50 in donations given to our Benevolence Fund here at St. Paul’s. Thank you to all who contributed! 

 
 

BIRTHDAYS AND ANNIVERSARIES 
Tuesday – Dana Upchurch, Derek Weichel, M/M Martin Schroeder 

Wednesday – Elizabeth Kerwood 
Thursday – Rori Scheele, Deegan Swartz 
Friday – Brenda Scheele, Cindy Weichel 

Saturday – Zachary Bergmeier 
Sunday – Ruth Herman 

 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:pastorberger@gmail.com
mailto:danner@stpaulsplymouth.org
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This Week, By God’s Grace (November 27
th

 – December 4
th

) 
Today 
 
 
 
Monday 
 
 
Tuesday 
 
Wednesday 
 
 
 
Thursday 
 
 
Sunday 

Preschool Sunday School,  K-8 Christmas Practice, Bible Class 
Worship 
Evangelism Committee Meeting 
Van Meeting 
Faculty Meeting 
Circuit Meeting at Seward 
Church Decorating 
Faculty Devotion 
LES Catechism 
School Chapel – Pastor Kahrs 
Public School Instruction Class 
Ladies Choir 
Adult Choir 
Faculty Devotion 
LES Catechism 
Budget Committee Meeting 
Preschool Sunday School,  K-8 Christmas Practice, Bible Class 
Worship-Communion 
Utah Mission Trip Meeting 
Nominating Committee Meeting 
 (Greeters: Calvin and Susie Weichel) 
(Childcare: Steph Wehrman, Karen Schroeder) 

9:00am 
10:00am 
11:00am 
11:00am 

7:15am 
8:00am 
2-8pm 

7:15am 
8:30am 

 
6-7:30pm 

7:15pm 
7:45pm 
7:15am 
8:30am 
7:00pm 
9:00am 

10:00am 
11:15am 
11:15am 

 

In Our Prayers 

 Ruth Carol Meyer – she had knee surgery last Wednesday. 

 Dave Ebeling – (the uncle of Jody Swartz) he was involved in a serious accident this past week. 
 

Ladies Aid Christmas Party — The children from St. Paul’s School will be sharing their musical gifts at the 
beginning of the Ladies Aid Christmas Party on Thursday, December 15

th
.  Anyone who would like to hear 

their selections is welcome to attend this portion of the party, which begins at 1:15 p.m.  
 

Communion Dates — Please note the upcoming communion date changes: The Lord’s Supper will be 
offered on Sunday, December 11

th
 and Monday, December 19

th
.  In January, the Lord’s Supper will be 

offered Sunday, January 1
st

, Sunday, January 15
th

, Sunday, January 29
th

, and Monday, January 30
th

. 
 

Christmas Eve Practices — Students participating in the 2016 Children’s Christmas Service will be 
practicing today and Dec. 11

th
 from 9:00-9:45 a.m. in the school. The last practice (Dec. 18

th
) will be at 

church, starting at 8:30 a.m.  
 

Christmas for Kids — It is not too late to volunteer to help with our Christmas for Kids on Saturday, 
December 17

th
.  Most positions have been filled, but we could still use some general helpers.  Please talk 

to Andrea Weichel (baweichel@yahoo.com) if you are willing to help.  
 

Utah Mission Trip — On December 11
th

 after the service, we will have a short meeting for anyone  
wanting more information on the June Mormon mission trip to Utah.  It is a one week trip of gaining new 
friendships and a chance to share the Gospel with people that desperately need to hear it. No experience 
needed! 
 

mailto:baweichel@yahoo.com
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Daily Devotions —Daily Devotions are such an important way for the Holy Spirit to strengthen your faith 
as you spend time in the Word.  The Meditations and Portals of Prayer daily devotionals are available in 
the tract racks in the back of church and fellowship area.  You can also find a large array of various 
devotional books at nph.net (let pastor know if you need help picking one out!)  Also, if you have a smart 
phone, download the WELS Mobile App for free.  You can read or listen to a daily devotion and a Bible 
reading that will bring you through the Bible in 2 years.  You can also go to our church’s website,  
www.stpaulsplymouth.org and click on the “Daily Devotion” tab which will take you to the WELS daily 
devotion.  Please note: The new edition of Portals of Prayer is available on the tract rack at the back of 
church.  If you would like to give a donation to help cover the cost of these booklets, there is a donation 
box attached to the tract rack. 
 

Parent Teacher Organization Fundraiser - Last year, St Paul’s School & Preschool did a fundraiser with 
Schwan’s to help raise funds for the gym floor.  That fundraiser brought in $260.  This year, we are looking 
to raise money for the general operating fund of the PTO.  

  

If you already purchase food from Schwan’s or would like to try something from Schwan’s, we would 
appreciate your support.  We will earn 20% of all purchases in the first 45 days of the fundraising period, 
which starts this Sunday, Nov 20

th
.  For the 90 days following that, we will continue to earn 5% of all sales. 

  

There are two ways to purchase from Schwan’s towards our campaign: 
1)    Visit the following website to make your online purchases.  https://www.schwans-

cares.com/campaigns/29982-st-pauls-pto 
2)    Call 1-855-870-7208 and give them our Campaign ID #29982.    

  

How Delivery works: 
-      For existing Schwan’s customers, you will need to follow one of the 2 ordering steps above 

to create your fundraising affiliation and have your order contribute to the campaign. Your 
order will be delivered on your existing scheduled route day. 

-      For new customers, you will choose your delivery date and time during checkout. 
-      Form of payment is required when placing fundraising orders, but you can change payment 

at the door to a preferred method of payment (Check, Cash, EBT, or Credit and Debit Card 
are accepted). If you are not home during the time of delivery, we will leave your items in a 
protected freezer bag at no cost to you. 

The St. Paul’s PTO sincerely appreciates your support! 
 

Youth Planning Meeting — Our next meeting will be held Tuesday, December 13
th

 at 7:00 p.m. If you 
have any interest in brainstorming, please join us! 
 
Mailbox Usage — If you would like to use the church mailboxes for personal communication such as 
personalized Christmas Cards or thank you notes please feel free to do so.  If you would like to place mass 
mailings which are not personalized in the mailboxes, please speak to the elders beforehand.  Thank you! 
 

Cards/Napkins — The Ladies Aid has Christmas cards and napkins available in the church basement. The 
price is marked on each card box and napkin package. Other cards (baptism, confirmation, wedding, 
birthday, etc.) are also available for $.50 each.  
 
 
 
 
 

 

http://www.stpaulsplymouth.org/
https://www.schwans-cares.com/campaigns/29982-st-pauls-pto
https://www.schwans-cares.com/campaigns/29982-st-pauls-pto
tel:1-855-870-7208
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November Church Council Meeting Highlights 
December 1, 2016 – 7:30 p.m. 

 

The meeting opened with a devotion on Acts 13:1-12 and a prayer by Pastor Berger. 
 

The secretary’s minutes from the September 29
th

 meeting were approved as presented. 
 

Following discussion concerning the final payment for the new sound system, a motion was made and 
seconded to take half from the home fund and half from Thrivent Choice funds. Motion carried. 

 

Through the bulletin, the congregation will be informed weekly about the financial needs necessary to 
meet our budget commitments for the year 

 

Elders: 
 Ruth Carol Meyer was accepted as a communicant member 
 Derrick and Jessi Damrow were accepted as communicant members and Brevin and Pierce 

Damrow as baptized souls.   
 Communion opportunities during December/January will be as follows: Sunday, December 11

th
, 

Monday, December 19
th

, and four times in January (including New Year’s Day). 
 Pastor Frank will be given a $500 stipend for filling in while Pastor Berger was in Wisconsin for his 

father’s funeral. 

  

Board of Education: 
 Mr. Danner gave an overview of various ways our called workers are providing educational 

opportunities for our students during and after the school day. 
 A driving schedule for the van has been prepared and plans are to begin transporting students next 

week.  There will be a meeting after church today to discuss all the final details. 
 Tom Worster presented a proposal to increase the Continuing Education line item in the budget 

from $2000 to $3000.  After discussion, it was agreed to forward this proposal to the Budget 
Committee.  Additional funding for future years will be considered on a yearly basis. 

 Permission was granted to Mrs. Briney to construct a riser to consider for possible use during the 
Children’s Christmas Eve Service. 

 It was noted that our procedure for providing Christmas sacks for the children will have to change 
next year, since Plymouth Grocery will be closing. 

 Dave Schmidt presented the school financial report. 
 

Trustees: 
 Matt Meyer reported that the steeple leak will be postponed until nicer weather returns. 
 The Trustees will be consulting with Schottler Manfacturing in Beatrice about cutting the east front 

pew in half. 
 The outdoor nativity scene will be set up soon. 
 A walk-through of the church property is being planned. 
 Thanks were expressed to the Trustees and Men’s Work Group for the various small projects they 

have completed. 
 Chairman Burger asked the council members to think about Building Fund projects for next year 

and bring suggestions to the next council meeting. 
 

Stewardship Report: 
 Nick Schroeder reported that the Stewardship Committee will be planning a new member 

welcome probably in January. 
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NELHS Report: 
 Council members were encouraged to read over the NELHS report included in last Sunday’s 

bulletin. 
 Pastor Haakenson has returned his call to California. 

 

Pastor Berger’s Report: 
 Pastor Berger highlighted the following: 

o Various Advent, Christmas, and New Year’s Day services preparations are underway. 
o This year, a New Year’s Day service will be held instead of a New Year’s Eve service.  The Lord’s 

Supper will be offered. 
o The Evangelism Committee will be meeting this coming Sunday to schedule a winter event. 
o On Sunday, December 11

th
, Dallas Christ will be giving a presentation for anyone interested in 

participating in missionary outreach to Mormons. 
o The Ladies’ Aid Christmas Party will be held Thursday, December 15

th
. 

o Next year’s head elder will be meeting with teen ushers after our worship service on Sunday, 
December 18

th
, to review ushering guidelines and procedures. 

o The first of eight sessions has been held for those interested in developing our youth program. 
o Bible Instruction Classes continue to be held with a number of individuals. 

 

Other Business: 
 Loren Yost will be retiring as a member of Finance Committee at the end of the calendar year. 

Pastor Frank has agreed to fill this position. 
 Information concerning volunteer work in connection with organ repairs will be provided soon. 
 The Budget Committee will be meeting Thursday, December 8

th
 at 7:00 p.m. 

 The Nominating Committee will be meeting Sunday, December 11
th

 at 11:15 a.m. 
 The next Church Council Meeting will be Thursday, January 5

th
 at 7:30 p.m. 

 The Annual Voters’ Meeting will be held Sunday, January 22
nd

, at 1:00 p.m. 
 

The meeting closed with a prayer by Pastor Berger. 
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