St. Paul’s Plymouth
December 3rd, 2017 – Advent 1

Service of Word with Gathering Rite
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Welcome
Thank you for joining us for worship today!
We pray that your spiritual life will be nourished through Word and Sacrament.
 If you desire, there is a nursery in the back on the west side of the church, but know that
your children are ALWAYS welcome in our service no matter how much noise they make.
We’re happy to have them hear the Word and join us praising God with their voices!
 Before you leave, please sign the guest register. It is located on the top of the stairs in the
church entryway.
 Please talk to one of the Elders (seated in the back of the church) if you have questions
about the service or the congregation.
 Large print service folders are available. Please speak to one of the Elders if this would be
of assistance to you.
 Our Sunday morning service can be heard on KWBE 1450AM (94.7FM) and viewed live and
archived at www.stpaulsplymouth.org. Please share this information with those who are
not able to attend worship.
 Prayers before Worship can be found in Christian Worship – A Lutheran Hymnal, pages 1011.

Broadcast Sponsor
Our broadcast this morning is sponsored in loving memory of Mrs. Dorothy Bekemeyer by her
children, Glenn & Pat Bekemeyer and Greg & Gayle Bekemeyer, and their families. Dorothy
entered eternal life on November 26, 2002.

Focus for Our Worship
Today is the first Sunday of Advent. Advent is a season of preparation, repentance (second
only to Lent), and anticipation. Our focus is on the “advent” or coming of our Savior: He
comes even now, He is yet to come again, He has come as long promised, He has come
proclaimed by John. A short prayer from the last chapter of the Bible summarizes the season
perfectly: “Come, Lord Jesus. Amen.” Today our emphasis is on the Lord coming even now
through the gospel we receive
in Word
and Sacraments.
Divine
Service
I – with Communion
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Service of Word with Gathering Rite
God’s people long to gather together for strength from God and for mutual encouragement. This alternate beginning for worship
may be used on any occasion to remind God’s people of the blessings of his Word.

M: In the name of the Father and of the Son % and of the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen.
Sunday School Choir “A Little Child Will Come to Lead Us” – Price/Besig
Introduction to the hymn.
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M:
C:
M:
C:
M:
C:
M:
C:

Oh, how I love Your law!
I meditate on it all day long.
Your commands make me wiser than my enemies,
for they are ever with me.
I have more insight than all my teachers,
for I meditate on Your statutes.
How sweet are Your words to my taste,
sweeter than honey to my mouth! (Psalm 119:97-99,103)

M: All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting, and training in
righteousness,
C: so that the man of God may be thoroughly equipped for every good work. (2 Timothy
3:16,17)
M: Yet, so often we have despised God’s Word and failed to gladly hear and learn it. For this
and all our sins, we bow before God and humbly ask His forgiveness.
c: Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful, and that I have disobeyed
You in my thoughts, words, and actions. I have done what is evil and failed to do what is
good. For this I deserve Your punishment both now and in eternity. But I am truly sorry for
my sins, and trusting in my Savior Jesus Christ, I pray: Lord, have mercy on me, a sinner.
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M: God gave His word so “that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and
that by believing you may have life in His name” (John 20:31). The Scriptures testify about
Jesus, who lived a perfect life for you, died on the cross to pay for all your sins, and rose
again to assure you of your salvation. Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by His
authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy
Spirit.
C: Amen.

(Taken from Christian Worship Supplement, © 2008, NPH. Reprinted under Onelicense.net #A-711841.)

M: We light one Advent candle, remembering Jesus, who continues to come to us today
through Word and Sacrament.
C: We remember His words, “Blessed are those who the Word of God and obey it.”
M Come, Lord Jesus, be our guest.
C: Through your Word and Sacraments may our souls be blessed.

THE WORD
FIRST LESSON – Jeremiah 23:5-8
The Lord promises days to come when the Messiah would be born to be our righteousness. By
His perfect life and atoning death He would give to us His righteousness and take upon Himself
our sins. This forgiveness comes to us through Word and Sacraments and gathers His people
from all nations.
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“The days are coming,” declares the LORD, “when I will raise up to David a righteous Branch, a
King who will reign wisely and do what is just and right in the land. 6In his days Judah will be
saved and Israel will live in safety. This is the name by which he will be called: The LORD Our
Righteousness. 7 “So then, the days are coming,” declares the LORD, “when people will no longer
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say, ‘As surely as the LORD lives, who brought the Israelites up out of Egypt,’ 8 but they will say,
‘As surely as the LORD lives, who brought the descendants of Israel up out of the land of the
north and out of all the countries where he had banished them.’ Then they will live in their own
land.”

PSALM OF THE DAY – Psalm 85, found on page 97 in the front portion of the hymnal

SECOND LESSON – Romans 13:11-14
Sermon Text
11

And do this, understanding the present time. The hour has come for you to wake up from
your slumber, because our salvation is nearer now than when we first believed. 12 The night is
nearly over; the day is almost here. So let us put aside the deeds of darkness and put on the
armor of light. 13 Let us behave decently, as in the daytime, not in orgies and drunkenness, not in
sexual immorality and debauchery, not in dissension and jealousy. 14 Rather, clothe yourselves
with the Lord Jesus Christ, and do not think about how to gratify the desires of the sinful nature.

VERSE OF THE DAY – Revelation 22:20
Alleluia. He who testifies to these things says, “Yes, I am coming soon.” Amen. Come, Lord Jesus.
Alleluia.
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HOLY GOSPEL – Matthew 21:1-9
The Lord Jesus shows Himself, by His entrance into Jerusalem on His way to the cross, to be the
Messianic Savior-King promised by the prophets and so also the “Blessed One” who still “comes
in the name of the Lord” through His Word and Sacraments to bring us the forgiveness of sins,
spiritual strength, and eternal salvation.
As they approached Jerusalem and came to Bethphage on the Mount of Olives, Jesus sent two
disciples, 2 saying to them, “Go to the village ahead of you, and at once you will find a donkey
tied there, with her colt by her. Untie them and bring them to me. 3 If anyone says anything to
you, tell him that the Lord needs them, and he will send them right away.”
4
This took place to fulfill what was spoken through the prophet: 5“Say to the Daughter of Zion,
‘See, your king comes to you, gentle and riding on a donkey, on a colt, the foal of a donkey.’ ”
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The disciples went and did as Jesus had instructed them. 7 They brought the donkey and the
colt, placed their cloaks on them, and Jesus sat on them. 8 A very large crowd spread their cloaks
on the road, while others cut branches from the trees and spread them on the road. 9 The
crowds that went ahead of him and those that followed shouted, “Hosanna to the Son of
David!” “Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord!”
“Hosanna in the highest!”
M: This is the Gospel of our Lord!

HYMN OF THE DAY “When Sinners See Their Lost Condition” (CW 32)
SERMON Romans 13:11-14 “Clothe yourselves with the Lord Jesus Christ”
APOSTLES’ CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born
of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. He
descended into hell. The third day he rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven and
is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty. From there he will come to judge the
living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.
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OFFERING
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
LORD’S PRAYER
c: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be
done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and
ever. Amen.
HYMN “Speak O Lord” (CWS 735) – see page 9 of the service folder
CLOSING PRAYER AND BLESSING
M: Almighty God, we thank You for teaching us the things You want us to believe and do. Help
us by Your Holy Spirit to keep Your Word in pure hearts that we may be strengthened in
faith, guided in holiness, and comforted in life and in death, through Jesus Christ, our Lord,
who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

M: Brothers and sisters, go in peace. Live in harmony with one another. Serve the Lord with
gladness.
The LORD bless you and keep you.
The LORD make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The LORD look on you with favor and % give you peace.

CLOSING HYMN “Savior of the Nations, Come” (CW 2)
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Reprinted under CCLI License #3240029.
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NOTES AND NEWS
Pastor Fred Berger
C-402-239-4509 O-402-656-3003
pastorberger@gmail.com

Principal Andrew Danner
C-402-433-5349 O-402-656-4465
danner@stpaulsplymouth.org

Organist: Rachel Schroeder
Teen Usher: Ethan Paxton
Greeters: Joel & Karen Schroeder
Childcare: Amy Weichel, Beckie Bekemeyer
Broadcast Announcers: Nathan Schwab, Craig Scheele
This Week, By God’s Grace (Dec. 3rd – Dec. 10th)

Today
Monday
Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday
Friday
Sunday

PreK SS, K-8 Christmas Practice, BC, Teens
Worship
Faculty Meeting
Circuit Meeting - Clatonia
Faculty Devotion
Church Decorating
Budget Committee Meeting
School Chapel
PSI Class
Adult Choir
Faculty Devotion
LES Catechism
Pastor Berger – NELHS Chapel
PreK SS, K-8 Christmas Practice, BC, Teens
Worship-Communion
TILM Informational Meeting
Nominating Committee Meeting
(Childcare: Steph Wehrman, Karen Schroeder)
(Greeters: Bob & Marge Schmidt)

9:00am
10:00am
7:15am
8:00am
7:15am
2:00-8:00pm
7:00pm
8:30am
6:00-7:30pm
7:45pm
7:15am
8:30am
9:00am
10:00am
11:15am
11:15am

BIRTHDAYS AND ANNIVERSARIES
Today – Mary Nitz, Derrick Damrow, M/M Preston Gronemeyer, Carter Holtmeier
Wednesday – Dana Upchurch, Derek Weichel
Thursday – Elizabeth Kerwood
Friday – Rori Scheele, Deegan Swartz
Saturday – Brenda Scheele, Cindy Weichel
Sunday – Zachary Bergmeier
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In Our Prayers
* Diane Weishahn – she returned home on Tuesday after receiving a pace maker.
* Brandi Shelpler – she was released from Bryan LGH East on Tuesday.
Christmas Eve Practices—Students participating in the 2017 Children’s Christmas Service will be
practicing today and Dec. 10th from 9:00-9:45 a.m. in the school. The fourth practice (Dec. 17th)
will be at church, starting at 8:30 a.m. A final practice will be held beginning at 9:00 a.m. on the
24th for anyone who is able to attend.
Christmas for Kids—CFK will be held Saturday, December 16th. Student registration forms are
available on the table in the front entrance and online on our website.
Cheer Camp—The NELHS K-8 Cheer Camp will be held January 6th, 2018 beginning at
1:30 p.m. This year’s theme is “Beach Party!” and the registration fee is $20 per girl.
Email kdorn@nelhs.org for additional information.
Cards/Napkins—The Ladies Aid has Christmas cards and napkins available in the church
basement. The price is marked on each card box and napkin package. Other cards (baptism,
confirmation, wedding, birthday, etc.) are also available for $.50 each.
Truth In Love Ministry—After our service on December 10th, we will have a short meeting for
anyone wanting more information on the Mormon mission trip to Utah (June 9th – 15th). It is a
one-week trip of gaining new friendships and a chance to share the Gospel with people that
desperately need to hear it. No experience needed!
Broadcast Sponsors—Anyone interested in sponsoring a broadcast in 2018 is asked to call the
church office for available dates.
Christmas Decorating—We will be decorating the church this Tuesday for the Christmas season.
Additional help is always needed and appreciated. Come anytime between 2-8 p.m. The
members of the Decorating Committee will be available to provide direction and assistance.
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If you would like more information about St. Paul’s Lutheran Church, feel free to speak
with Pastor Fred Berger after the service or anytime during the week! (call/text 402239-4509; email pastorberger@gmail.com) If you think you might be interested in
joining the St. Paul’s church family, Pastor would be more than happy to take you
through some Bible studies at whatever time or location is most convenient for you to
learn more about what we teach.
If you would like more information about St. Paul’s Lutheran School, feel free to speak
with Mr. Andrew Danner! (call/text 402-433-5349; email danner@stpaulsplymouth.org)
He would love to give you a tour of the school and answer any questions you might
have about the excellent Christ-centered education we offer students of our church and
community.

Please contact us! We would love to serve you!
Church Office 402-656-3003
School Office 402-656-4465
Pastor Fred Berger 402-239-4509
Church Secretary Mrs. Deb Wells 402-853-2035
Mrs. Tracie Hueske (Preschool) 402-230-0607
Mrs. Becky Briney (K-1) 269-358-2998
Mrs. Rachel Schroeder (2-3) 402-239-1206
Mrs. Beckie Bekemeyer (4-5) 402-239-7667
Principal Andrew Danner (6-8) 402-433-5349
Mrs. Jaime Danner (Principal Release Teacher) 920-344-2149
Mrs. Lisa Scheele (Paraeducator) 360-620-9201

St. Paul’s Lutheran Church and School

In an ever-changing world, St. Paul’s Evangelical Lutheran Church exists to build Christ’s kingdom in
people’s hearts with the un-changing Gospel of Jesus Christ.

106 East Highway 4
Plymouth, NE 68424
402-656-3003
www.stpaulsplymouth.org
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