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Welcome 

 
 

 

 If you desire, there is a nursery in the back on the west side of the church, but know that 
your children are ALWAYS welcome in our service no matter how much noise they make. 
We’re happy to have them hear the Word and join us praising God with their voices! 
 

 Before you leave, please sign the guest register.  It is located on the top of the stairs in the 
church entryway. 

 

 Please talk to one of the Elders (seated in the back of the church) if you have questions 
about the service or the congregation. 
 

 Large print service folders are available.  Please speak to one of the Elders if this would be 
of assistance to you. 
 

 Our Sunday morning service can be heard on KWBE 1450AM (94.7FM) and viewed live and 
archived at www.stpaulsplymouth.org.  Please share this information with those who are 
not able to attend worship. 
 

 Prayers before Worship can be found in Christian Worship – A Lutheran Hymnal, pages 10-
11.   

 
 

Broadcast Sponsor 

 
 
 

 

 

 

Focus for Our Worship 
 
 
 
 
 

SERVICE OF THE WORD – Christian Worship – page 38 
SERVICE OF WORD AND SACRAMENT – CHRISTIAN WORSHIP – page 26 

The first commandment states it clearly, “You shall have no other gods.”  Yet, how subtly 
other gods sneak into our lives.  Paul’s god was his Jewish resumé, “Circumcised on the eighth 
day…a Hebrew of Hebrews.”  Jesus points out that it can even be a wonderful blessing from 
Him, like family, that we can place ahead of Him in our lives.  This morning, Solomon advises 
us in Proverbs, “The fear of the LORD is the beginning of wisdom.”  And so we come to Paul’s 
conclusion in our sermon text:  Forget the Rubbish, Focus on the Resurrection! 
  

 

Our broadcast this morning is sponsored in loving memory of Rev. Frederic K. Berger who 
went to his eternal Home in Heaven on September 27, 2016. 

 
 

Thank you for joining us for worship today! 

We pray that your spiritual life will be nourished through Word and Sacrament. 

 

http://www.stpaulsplymouth.org/
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DIVINE SERVICE II 
(Christian Worship Supplement) 

 
 

OPENING HYMN “Come, Follow Me, the Savior Spoke” (CW 453) 
 
Please Stand 
 
INVOCATION 
M In the name of the Father and of the Son % and of the Holy Spirit.1 
C Amen. 
 
CONFESSION 
M Dear friends, let us approach God with a true heart and confess our sins, asking Him in the 

name of our Lord Jesus Christ to forgive us. 
c Lord of life, I confess that I am by nature dead in sin.  

For faithless worrying and selfish pride,  
For sins of habit and sins of choice, 
For the evil I have done and the good I have failed to do,  

You should cast me away from Your presence forever.  
O Lord, I am sorry for my sins. Forgive me, for Jesus’ sake.  

 
ABSOLUTION 
M Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. In His great mercy, God made us alive 

in Christ even when we were dead in our sins. Hear the word of Christ through His called 
servant: I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son % and of the 
Holy Spirit.2 

C Amen. 
 
LORD, HAVE MERCY                                                                     
M In peace that is ours through the forgiveness of sins, let us pray to the Lord. 
  
M  For the well-being of all people everywhere, that they may receive from You all they need to 

sustain body and life, hear our prayer, O Lord. 
C Lord, have mercy. 
 

                                                           
1 The name of the triune God and the sign of the cross remind worshippers of their baptisms. 

2 See John 20:21-23. 
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M For the spread of Your life-giving gospel throughout the world, that all who are lost in sin 
may be brought to faith in You, hear our prayer, O Christ. 

C Christ, have mercy. 
 
M For patience and perseverance in this life, that we may not lose the hope of heaven as we 

await Your return, hear our prayer, O Lord. 
C Lord, have mercy. 
 
M Lord of life, live in us that we may live for You. 
C Amen. 
 
BLESSED ARE THEY, FOREVER BLEST (CW 383 stanzas 1&4) 

n  Blessed are they, forever blest, Whose guilt is pardoned by their God, 
Whose sins with sorrow are confessed And covered with their Savior's blood. 

 
n  How glorious is that righteousness That hides and cancels all their sins, 

While bright the evidence of grace Through all their lives appears and shines! 
 

Text, Tune, Setting: public domain. 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
M  Let Your continual mercy, O Lord, cleanse and defend Your Church; and because it cannot 

continue in safety without Your help, protect and govern it always by Your goodness, for 
You live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C  Amen. 
 
Please Be Seated 

THE WORD 
 
FIRST LESSON – Proverbs 9:8-12 
The heart of faith desires to grow ever more rooted in the Word of our Lord.  “The fear of the 
Lord is the beginning of wisdom.”  Wisdom knows to find real value in God’s promises. 
 
8Do not rebuke a mocker or he will hate you; rebuke a wise man and he will love you.  
9Instruct a wise man and he will be wiser still; teach a righteous man and he will add to his 
learning. 10“The fear of the LORD is the beginning of wisdom, and knowledge of the Holy One is 
understanding. 11For through me your days will be many, and years will be added to your life. 
12If you are wise, your wisdom will reward you; if you are a mocker, you alone will suffer.” 
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SECOND LESSON – Philippians 3:1-11  
Sermon Text 
 
Finally, my brothers, rejoice in the Lord! It is no trouble for me to write the same things to you 
again, and it is a safeguard for you.  

2 Watch out for those dogs, those men who do evil, those mutilators of the flesh. 3 For it is 
we who are the circumcision, we who worship by the Spirit of God, who glory in Christ Jesus, 
and who put no confidence in the flesh— 4 though I myself have reasons for such confidence.  

If anyone else thinks he has reasons to put confidence in the flesh, I have more: 5 

circumcised on the eighth day, of the people of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew of 
Hebrews; in regard to the law, a Pharisee; 6 as for zeal, persecuting the church; as for legalistic 
righteousness, faultless.  

7 But whatever was to my profit I now consider loss for the sake of Christ. 8 What is more, I 
consider everything a loss compared to the surpassing greatness of knowing Christ Jesus my 
Lord, for whose sake I have lost all things. I consider them rubbish, that I may gain Christ 9 and 
be found in him, not having a righteousness of my own that comes from the law, but that which 
is through faith in Christ—the righteousness that comes from God and is by faith. 10 I want to 
know Christ and the power of his resurrection and the fellowship of sharing in his sufferings, 
becoming like him in his death, 11 and so, somehow, to attain to the resurrection from the dead. 
 
VERSE OF THE DAY – Philippians 4:4 
M Alleluia.  Rejoice in the Lord always. I will say it again: Rejoice!  Alleluia! 
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Please Stand 
 
HOLY GOSPEL:  
M  The Gospel according to St. Luke, chapter 14:25-33 
C Glory be to you, O Lord. 
 
The weight of each Christian’s cross is different, but no matter what crosses come in our lives, we 
remember that we follow the Savior who carried the cross for us and for our salvation. 

 
25 Large crowds were traveling with Jesus, and turning to them he said: 26 “If anyone comes to 

me and does not hate his father and mother, his wife and children, his brothers and sisters—
yes, even his own life—he cannot be my disciple. 27 And anyone who does not carry his cross and 
follow me cannot be my disciple.  

28 “Suppose one of you wants to build a tower. Will he not first sit down and estimate the cost 
to see if he has enough money to complete it? 29 For if he lays the foundation and is not able to 
finish it, everyone who sees it will ridicule him, 30 saying, ‘This fellow began to build and was not 
able to finish.’  

31 “Or suppose a king is about to go to war against another king. Will he not first sit down and 
consider whether he is able with ten thousand men to oppose the one coming against him with 
twenty thousand? 32 If he is not able, he will send a delegation while the other is still a long way 
off and will ask for terms of peace. 33 In the same way, any of you who does not give up 
everything he has cannot be my disciple.  
 
M  This is the Gospel of the Lord! 
C  Praise be to you, O Christ! 
 
Please Be Seated 
 
HYMN OF THE DAY “When I Survey the Wondrous Cross” (CW 125) 
 
SERMON  “Forget the Rubbish…Focus on the Resurrection!” 

 
Please Stand 
 
NICENE CREED 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, 
seen and unseen. 

 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, 

God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one being 
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with the Father. Through Him all things were made. For us and for our salvation, He came 
down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary, and became fully 
human. For our sake He was crucified under Pontius Pilate. He suffered death and was buried. 
On the third day He rose again in accordance with the Scriptures. He ascended into heaven 
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living 
and the dead, and His kingdom will have no end. 

 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and 

the Son, who in unity with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, who has spoken 
through the prophets. We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church. We 
acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead 
and the life of the world to come. Amen.3 

 
Please Be Seated 
 
OFFERING4 
 
Please Stand 
 
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

 
THE SACRAMENT 

PREFACE5 
M  The Lord be with you. 
C  And also with you. 
 

M  Lift up your hearts. 
C  We lift them up to the Lord. 
 

M  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C  It is good and right so to do. 
 

M  It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in all places give You thanks, O Lord, 
holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who has called us 

                                                           
3 Public confession is faith’s response to God’s saving Word.  Christians composed the Nicene Creed in the fourth 
century to defend the Bible’s teachings that both Jesus Christ and the Holy Spirit are true God, equal to the Father in 
one eternal, undivided Trinity. 

4 Moved by God’s love in Christ, we offer Him our first and best gifts, purely out of thanks to Him (See 1 Corinthians 
16:2). 

5 The words of the Preface mark the beginning of the Sacrament section of the service and lift the worshipers’ hearts 
in praise.  The opening sentences are among the oldest in the Christian liturgy. 
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to be His own so that we may live under Him in His kingdom and serve Him in everlasting 
righteousness, innocence, and blessedness. Therefore with all the saints on earth and hosts 
of heaven, we praise Your holy name and join their glorious song: 

 

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY 

 

 

 

 

 
 
PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 
M Blessed are You, O Lord of heaven and earth. We praise and thank You for sending Your Son, 

Jesus Christ, and we remember the great acts of love through which He has ransomed us 
from sin, death, and the devil’s power. 

By His incarnation, He became one with us. 
By His perfect life, He fulfilled Your holy will. 
By His innocent death, He overcame hell. 
By His rising from the grave, He opened heaven. 

Invited by Your grace and instructed by Your Word, we approach Your table with repentant 
and joyful hearts. Strengthen us through Christ’s body and blood, and preserve us in the 
true faith until we feast with Him and all His ransomed people in glory everlasting. 

C Amen.  
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LORD’S PRAYER  
c Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be 

done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil.  For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever 
and ever. Amen. 

 
 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION  
M Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night He was 

betrayed, took bread; and when He had 
given thanks, He broke it and gave it to 
His disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is 
My % body, which is given for you. Do this 
in remembrance of Me.” 

 
 Then He took the cup, gave thanks, and 

gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all 
of you; this is My % blood of the new 
covenant, which is poured out for you for 
the forgiveness of sins. Do this, whenever 
you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 

  
M  The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C Amen.  
 
LAMB OF GOD Agnus Dei  
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Please Be Seated 
 
DISTRIBUTION OF HOLY COMMUNION 
 
Close Communion We ask that only those who have previously spoken to our pastor or are 
members in good standing of this or another WELS or ELS congregation come to Holy 
Communion today.  Our practice of Close Communion (which has been the practice of the 
Christian Church throughout the ages) is in no way trying to judge anyone’s faith.  What we are 
trying to do is follow the Bible’s clear teaching (I Corinthians 11) to first study God’s Word 
together.  As we do so, we can share with/review with you what the Lord’s Supper is all about.  
You, then, also have an opportunity to examine what we believe and teach before you come to 
the Lord’s Supper here at St. Paul’s and make a public profession that you agree with what we 
teach. 
 

If you have any questions about this or would like to commune at St. Paul’s in the future, please 
talk to Pastor Berger after worship this morning.  He would love to sit down with you on your 
timetable and at your convenience and talk about these important matters. 
 
PRAYER BEFORE COMMUNION 
Lord, I am not worthy to be a guest at Your holy table.  But You are a friend of sinners, and You 
will not cast me out.  This bread is Your body, which bore my sins upon the tree.  This wine is 
Your blood, which purifies me from all guilt.  At Your invitation, I come rejoicing.  Receive me, 
my Savior.  Amen. 
 
 
 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
Thank You, Lord Jesus Christ, for nourishing me in this sacrament with Your body and blood.  
You have given me forgiveness, life, and salvation.  Let me always remain in You as a branch 
remains in the vine.  Send me out in the power of Your Spirit to live and work to Your praise and 
glory.  Amen. 
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DISTRIBUTION HYMNS  
“I Walk in Danger All the Way” (CW 431) 
“My Hope Is Built on Nothing Less” (CW 382) 
 
Please Stand 
 
SONG OF SIMEON6 

 

 

 

 

 
 
M We give You thanks, O Lord, for the foretaste of the heavenly banquet that You have given 

us to eat and to drink in this sacrament. Through this gift You have fed our faith, nourished 
our hope, and strengthened our love. By Your Spirit help us to live as Your holy people until 
that day when You will receive us as Your guests at the wedding supper of the Lamb, who 
lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  

C Amen. 
 

                                                           
6 Through God’s Word and Sacrament, we have seen Jesus Christ, and like Simeon we find divine peace and comfort 
through faith in the Savior. 



12 

 

BLESSING7  
M The Lord bless you and keep you.  

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look on you with favor % and give you peace. 

C Amen. 
 
CLOSING HYMN “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow” (CW 334) 
 
Please Be Seated 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

NOTES AND NEWS 
Pastor Fred Berger                     Principal Andrew Danner 
C-402-239-4509   O-402-656-3003  C-402-433-5349   O-402-656-4465 
pastorberger@gmail.com         danner@stpaulsplymouth.org 
 

 
Organist: Ann Freese 
Teen Usher: Noah Worster 
Greeters: Brian & Elaine Burger 
Childcare: Sue Likens, Pat Bekemeyer 
Broadcast Announcers: Tom Hueske, Neil Bekemeyer 
 
 
 

BIRTHDAYS AND ANNIVERSARIES 
Today – M/M Chris Kloppenborg      Monday – Peggy Brooks, Isaac Bruna 
Wednesday – Don Wurm, Mark Benash, Beckie Bekemeyer, Becky Briney 

Thursday – Jake Carrel     Friday – Karen Bergmeier, Caleb Bergmeier, M/M Jack Pollock   
Saturday – Dawn Meyer     Sunday – M/M Mike Bruna, Danielle Meyer   

 
 
 
       

 

                                                           
7 The blessing of Aaron has been spoken over God’s people for over 3,500 years.  The Lord said, “So they will put My 
name on them, and I will bless them” (see Numbers 6:27). 

mailto:pastorberger@gmail.com
mailto:danner@stpaulsplymouth.org
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This Week, By God’s Grace (September 24 – October 1) 
 

 
 

Left Over Dishes—Next Sunday, October 1st, there will be a table in the front entrance with 
unclaimed dishes left from various church and school functions. Please stop and look to see if 
any of those dishes belong to you. Any unclaimed dishes will be donated after that time.  
 
Thank You—We recently received the following thank you note: 
 Thank you so much for your prayers, phone calls, visits and cards when I had my hip 
replacement.  Special thanks to Pastor Berger and Pastor Frank for your visit.    Dennis Meyer 
 
St. Paul’s Golf Outing—The 8th annual St. Paul’s Golf Outing will be held at Hidden Acres in 
Beatrice this afternoon. Registration begins at 12:30 p.m.  After the golf outing, all golfers and 
their families are invited to Dallas and Vickie Christ’s shed for supper! 
 

Today 
 
Monday 
 
 
 
Tuesday 
 
Wednesday 
 
 
Thursday 
 
 
 
Friday 
 
 
Sunday 
 
 

SS, BC, Teens 
Worship - Communion 
Faculty Meeting 
Circuit Meeting – Mt. Olive 
Worship with Communion 
Elders’ Meeting 
Faculty Devotion 
LES Catechism 
School Chapel – Pastor Hillmann 
PSI Class 
Adult Choir 
Faculty Devotion 
School Field Trip 
Men’s Work Group 
Church Council 
Men’s Bible Breakfast 
School Picture Day 
Junior Choir 
SS, BC, Teens  
Worship  
Accreditation Meeting 
(Childcare: Steph Wehrman, Tracie Hueske) 
(Greeters: Ethan & Rachel Schroeder) 

9:00am 
10:00am 

7:15am 
8:00am 
7:45pm 
8:30pm 
7:15am 
8:30am 
8:30am 

6:00-7:30pm 
7:45pm 
7:15am 

 
2:00pm 
8:00pm 
6:45am 

 
3:40pm 
9:00am 

10:00am 
11:15am 
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LWMS Mission Boxes/Fall Rally— The Fall LWMS Rally will be held at Redeemer Lutheran 
Church in Hastings on Saturday, October 28th.  Pastor Tom Jeske from Living Hope Lutheran 
Church in Omaha will give a presentation on Martin Luther.  There is a sign-up sheet for those 
planning to attend.  Also, if you would like to contribute to the LWMS Mission Box offerings, 
there is a box on the table in the front entrance.  
 
Broadcast Dates—We recently received word that KWBE will be broadcasting our services for 
the holidays. Special dates still available for sponsorship include Thanksgiving Day and New 
Year’s Eve (regular Sunday morning broadcast).  The cost to sponsor one of these broadcasts is 
$115 (if they are a regular Sunday morning broadcast) and $195 (if they are not a regular Sunday 
morning broadcast).   

 
School Accreditation—Five years have come and gone since St. Paul’s Lutheran School received 
its initial accreditation in 2012.  In order to maintain our status as an accredited school, we need 
to work through a self-study process over the next several months.  This self-study involves 
taking a look at a list of standards, evaluating if our school meets those standards, and then 
finding models of evidence to prove how we meet them.  We need your help to accomplish this 
work.  Six study committees have been set up and we need people willing to serve on them.  
Please talk to Mr. Danner if you have any questions or would be willing to give of your time to 
help us retain our accreditation!  Thank you.  

Nebraska Lutheran September News and Notes 

 
   

• We added another student in September and we now are blessed to serve 95 students.  
Praise the Lord! 

• The composite ACT scores have arrived for the class of 2017.   Nebraska Lutheran received 
a composite score of 25.4 which compares to 21.4 state average and places Nebraska 
Lutheran among the top five schools in the state of Nebraska.  This is also the fourth 
consecutive year of achieving an average composite score of at least 24 and is the 
highest score for Nebraska Lutheran in at least the last fifteen years!  Praise God! 

• Fall sports update: 
o Football is blessed with a record number of players (35) and a perfect record (3-0).   
o Volleyball has started its season in extremely strong fashion.  Their current record 

is 11-1 and they won the five-team Cross County Invitational on September 16. 

• Homecoming will be celebrated the week of October 2-6.  A week of dressing up and 
games leads up to Homecoming Friday on October 6 when the Knights will take on 
Central Valley in football.  This will also be parents’ night for our football players and 
cheerleaders.  
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• Our annual fall “Silent Auction” will be held on Sunday, October 15, starting at 1:30 pm.   
Please consider donating to and attending this event which helps fund so many 
important extra-budget items.   This year, the proceeds will go towards replacing our 
dorm roofs which have reached their life expectancy.  The goal is to raise $32,000 
between the fall “Silent Auction” and the spring “Knight Out.”   

• The biannual association meeting will take place at NELHS on Sunday, October 15, at 4 pm.  
Delegates will hear updated reports, set the tuition for the 2018-2019 school year, and 
consider what to do with our unoccupied parsonage. 

• On Saturday, October 21 Nebraska Lutheran will host a Reformation Festival.  The event 
runs from 1-5 and consists of 10 congregation-run stations highlighting different aspects 
of the reformation followed at 4 by a reformation concert consisting of a youth choir 
and the NELHS choirs.  We hope you can join us for this special day as we commemorate 
the 500th anniversary of the Reformation 

• We are beginning to seek applications for mid-year transfer students.   We are hoping to 
add 5-10 students at this time.  If you have a son or daughter who is interested in 
transferring to Nebraska Lutheran in January, please let Administrator Mark Otte know 
at motte@nelhs.org or 402-728-5236. 

• The “This is Our School” campaign continues to grow.  As of this writing we have 38 donors 
making gifts totaling $2,870 monthly which adds up to $34,440.   The goal is to get to 
100+ donors making monthly donations to our school and to create a total annual 
impact of $100,000.  Please consider heading to our website at www.nelhs.org and 
joining this campaign. 

• We are beginning our recruiting efforts for 2018-2019. If you know of a family whom we 
can contact to tell about our ministry, please e-mail Administrator Mark Otte at 
motte@nelhs.org or call 402-728-5236.   

• Upcoming Events: 
o NELHS Day: September 22 
o Homecoming: October 6 
o Fall Auction: October 15 
o October Association Meeting: October 15 
o Reformation Festival and Concert: October 21 

 
 

Nebraska Evangelical Lutheran High School 

Mission Statement 

NELHS exists to assist parents and congregations by providing Christian training in the skills and values necessary for loyal 

service to Jesus Christ for time and eternity. 

 
 
 

mailto:motte@nelhs.org
http://www.nelhs.org/
mailto:motte@nelhs.org
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Please contact us!  We would love to serve you! 
 

Church Office 402-656-3003           School Office 402-656-4465                                                                          
Pastor Fred Berger 402-239-4509 

Church Secretary Mrs. Deb Wells 402-853-2035                              
Mrs. Tracie Hueske (Preschool) 402-230-0607 

Mrs. Becky Briney (K-1) 269-358-2998 
Mrs. Rachel Schroeder (2-3) 402-239-1206 
Mrs. Beckie Bekemeyer (4-5) 402-239-7667 

Principal Andrew Danner (6-8) 402-433-5349 
Mrs. Jaime Danner (Principal Release Teacher) 920-344-2149 

Mrs. Lisa Scheele (Paraeducator) 360-620-9201 
 
 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

St. Paul’s Lutheran Church and School 
In an ever-changing world, St. Paul’s Evangelical Lutheran Church exists to build Christ’s kingdom in 

people’s hearts with the un-changing Gospel of Jesus Christ.  

106 East Highway 4 
Plymouth, NE 68424  
402-656-3003 
www.stpaulsplymouth.org 
 

If you would like more information about St. Paul’s Lutheran Church, feel free to speak 
with Pastor Fred Berger after the service or anytime during the week! (call/text 402-
239-4509; email pastorberger@gmail.com) If you think you might be interested in 
joining the St. Paul’s church family, Pastor would be more than happy to take you 
through some Bible studies at whatever time or location is most convenient for you to 
learn more about what we teach.  
 
If you would like more information about St. Paul’s Lutheran School, feel free to speak 
with Mr. Andrew Danner! (call/text 402-433-5349; email danner@stpaulsplymouth.org) 
He would love to give you a tour of the school and answer any questions you might 
have about the excellent Christ-centered education we offer students of our church and 
community. 
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