St. Paul’s Plymouth
August 6th, 2017 – Pentecost 9
Divine Service 1 - with Communion
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Welcome!
Thank you for joining us for worship today!
We pray that your spiritual life will be nourished through Word and Sacrament.
 If you desire, there is a nursery in the back on the west side of the church, but know that
your children are ALWAYS welcome in our service no matter how much noise they make.
We’re happy to have them hear the Word and join us praising God with their voices!
 Before you leave, please sign the guest register. It is located on the top of the stairs in the
church entryway.
 Please talk to one of the Elders (seated in the back of the church) if you have questions
about the service or the congregation.
 Prayers before Worship can be found in Christian Worship – A Lutheran Hymnal, pages 1011. Personal preparation for the Lord’s Supper is found on page 156.

Broadcast Sponsor
Our broadcast this morning is sponsored in loving memory of Margaret Frank Bauman, mother
of Pastor Joel Frank, who was born on August 15, 1920, and entered Eternal Life on August 23,
2015.

Focus for Our Worship
“The Word! Point us to the Word!” is the cry of the Christian who lives in a world that is
groaning as in the pains of childbirth because of sin. Today we see that God’s Word never
returns empty. And so we use God’s Word as the balm that is needed for weary souls here in
this world. And weary souls are uplifted and encouraged to point their eyes heavenward and
wait patiently for the coming of the Lord.
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Divine Service I – with Communion
(Christian Worship Supplement p. 15)
OPENING HYMN “Open Now Thy Gates of Beauty” (CW 255)
INVOCATION
M: In the name of the Father and of the Son % and of the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen.
CONFESSION OF SINS, KYRIE, HOLY ABSOLUTION
M: Beloved in the Lord: let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins to God our
Father, asking Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness.
C: Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful and that I have disobeyed
You in my thoughts, words, and actions. I have done what is evil and failed to do what is
good. For this I deserve Your punishment both now and in eternity. But I am truly sorry for
my sins, and trusting in my Savior Jesus Christ, I pray: Lord, have mercy on me, a sinner.
LORD, HAVE MERCY

M: God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has given His only Son to be the
atoning sacrifice for our sins. Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by His authority, I
forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son % and of the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen.
PRAYER AND PRAISE
M: In the peace of this forgiveness, let us praise the Lord!
GLORY TO GOD
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PRAYER OF THE DAY
M: Almighty God, we pray that You make us good soil for the planting and growing of Your
Gospel Seed. Strengthen our faith in Your promises that we might bring forth fruit in
keeping with Your commands. And as we share Your Word faithfully with others as
individuals and together as a church, we ask You to make them good soil for Your Gospel
Seed so that by the working of Your Spirit many more may come to and grow in the
knowledge of the truth, through Your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with
You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C: Amen.
FIRST LESSON — Isaiah 55:10,11
Though many seeds fall among soil that does not produce fruit, Isaiah gives us God’s promise
that His Word will never return to Him fruitless. The Word is like the rain and snow sent from
God in heaven that fall to bring blessing upon the earth and make it fruitful. We are the
mouthpieces of God from which the Word goes forth to do its work of planting faith and making
it bear much fruit in the heart of man.
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As the rain and the snow come down from heaven, and do not return to it without watering
the earth and making it bud and flourish, so that it yields seed for the sower and bread for the
eater, 11so is my word that goes out from my mouth: It will not return to me empty, but will
accomplish what I desire and achieve the purpose for which I sent it.
SECOND LESSON — Romans 8:18-25
Paul teaches a lesson on longing for God’s plans to come to fruition. Even creation groans for
release from the bondage of sin and longs for the freedom of the children of God. One day, God
will make all things new and return creation to the perfection with which He made it. Until then,
we preach the Word that plants faith that looks for a better world to come and produces the
fruit of hope that lets us wait for it patiently.
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I consider that our present sufferings are not worth comparing with the glory that will be
revealed in us. 19 The creation waits in eager expectation for the sons of God to be revealed. 20
For the creation was subjected to frustration, not by its own choice, but by the will of the one
who subjected it, in hope 21 that the creation itself will be liberated from its bondage to decay
and brought into the glorious freedom of the children of God.
22
We know that the whole creation has been groaning as in the pains of childbirth right up to
the present time. 23 Not only so, but we ourselves, who have the firstfruits of the Spirit, groan
inwardly as we wait eagerly for our adoption as sons, the redemption of our bodies. 24 For in this
hope we were saved. But hope that is seen is no hope at all. Who hopes for what he already
has? 25 But if we hope for what we do not yet have, we wait for it patiently.
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VERSE OF THE DAY — Romans 10:17
Alleluia. Faith comes from hearing the message, and the message is heard through the word of
Christ. Alleluia!
HOLY GOSPEL — Matthew 13:1-9; 18-23 (Sermon Text)
M: The Gospel according to St. Matthew, chapter 13:

That same day Jesus went out of the house and sat by the lake. 2 Such large crowds gathered
around him that he got into a boat and sat in it, while all the people stood on the shore. 3 Then
he told them many things in parables, saying: “A farmer went out to sow his seed. 4 As he was
scattering the seed, some fell along the path, and the birds came and ate it up. 5 Some fell on
rocky places, where it did not have much soil. It sprang up quickly, because the soil was shallow.
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But when the sun came up, the plants were scorched, and they withered because they had no
root. 7 Other seed fell among thorns, which grew up and choked the plants. 8 Still other seed fell
on good soil, where it produced a crop—a hundred, sixty or thirty times what was sown. 9 He
who has ears, let him hear.” 18 “Listen then to what the parable of the sower means: 19 When
anyone hears the message about the kingdom and does not understand it, the evil one comes
and snatches away what was sown in his heart. This is the seed sown along the path. 20 The one
who received the seed that fell on rocky places is the man who hears the word and at once
receives it with joy. 21 But since he has no root, he lasts only a short time. When trouble or
persecution comes because of the word, he quickly falls away. 22 The one who received the seed
that fell among the thorns is the man who hears the word, but the worries of this life and the
deceitfulness of wealth choke it, making it unfruitful. 23 But the one who received the seed that
fell on good soil is the man who hears the word and understands it. He produces a crop, yielding
a hundred, sixty or thirty times what was sown.”
M: The Gospel of the Lord:

NICENE CREED
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is,
seen and unseen.
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We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one being with the Father.
Through Him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation, He came down from heaven,
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary,
and became fully human.
For our sake He was crucified under Pontius Pilate.
He suffered death and was buried.
On the third day He rose again in accordance with the Scriptures.
He ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and His kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit,
the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who in unity with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead
and the life of the world to come. Amen.
HYMN OF THE DAY “Preach You the Word” (CW 544)
SERMON Matthew 13:1-9, 18-23
After the sermon, the congregation sings:
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OFFERING
INSTALLATION OF MRS. BECKIE BEKEMEYER
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.

9

THE SACRAMENT
M: The Lord be with you.
C: And also with you.
M: Lift up your hearts.
C: We lift them up to the Lord.
M: Let us give thanks to the Lord, our God.
C: It is good and right so to do.
M: It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in all places give You thanks, O Lord,
holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who promised
that wherever two or three come together in His name, there He is with them to shepherd
His flock till He comes again in glory. Therefore, with all the saints on earth and hosts of
heaven, we praise Your holy name and join their glorious song:
HOLY, HOLY, HOLY
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WORDS OF INSTITUTION
M: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night He was betrayed, took bread; and
when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to His disciples,
saying, “Take and eat; this is My % body, which is given for you. Do
this in remembrance of Me.”
Then He took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of you;
this is My % blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for the forgiveness of
sins. Do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of Me.”
M: The peace of the Lord be with you always.
C: Amen.
O CHRIST, LAMB OF GOD
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CLOSE COMMUNION We ask that only those who have previously spoken to our pastor or are
members in good standing of this or another WELS or ELS congregation come to Holy
Communion today. Our practice of Close Communion (which has been the practice of the
Christian Church throughout the ages) is in no way trying to judge anyone’s faith. What we are
trying to do is follow the Bible’s clear teaching (I Corinthians 11) to first study God’s Word
together. As we do so, we can share with/review with you what the Lord’s Supper is all about.
You, then, also have an opportunity to examine what we believe and teach before you come to
the Lord’s Supper here at St. Paul’s and make a public profession that you agree with what we
teach.
If you have any questions about this or would like to commune at St. Paul’s in the future, please
talk to Pastor Berger after worship this morning. He would love to sit down with you on your
timetable and at your convenience and talk about these important matters.
PRAYER BEFORE COMMUNION
Lord, I am not worthy to be a guest at Your holy table. But You are a friend of sinners, and You
will not cast me out. This bread is Your body, which bore my sins upon the tree. This wine is
Your blood, which purifies me from all guilt. At Your invitation, I come rejoicing. Receive me,
my Savior. Amen.
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
Thank You, Lord Jesus Christ, for nourishing me in this sacrament with Your body and blood.
You have given me forgiveness, life, and salvation. Let me always remain in You as a branch
remains in the vine. Send me out in the power of Your Spirit to live and work to Your praise and
glory. Amen.
DISTRIBUTION HYMNS
“Speak, O Savior; I Am Listening” (CW 283)
“What Is This Bread?” (CWS 742) – see page 17 of the service folder
“Almighty God, Your Word Is Cast” (CW 324)
SONG OF SIMEON
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M O give thanks to the Lord, for He is good.
C: And His mercy endures forever.
M: O God the Father, source of all goodness, in Your loving kindness You sent Your Son to share
our humanity. We thank You that through Him You have given us pardon and peace in this
sacrament. We also pray that You will not forsake us but will rule our hearts and minds by
Your Holy Spirit so that we willingly serve You day after day, through Jesus Christ, our Lord,
who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C: Amen.
M: The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and % give you peace.
C: Amen.
Closing Hymn “Speak, O Lord” (CWS 735) – see page 18 of the service folder

Used by permission. CCLI License #3240029.
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NOTES AND NEWS
Pastor Fred Berger
C-402-239-4509 O-402-656-3003
pastorberger@gmail.com

Principal Andrew Danner
C-402-433-5349 O-402-656-4465
danner@stpaulsplymouth.org

Organist: Ann Freese
Teen Usher: Ethan Paxton
Greeters: Neil & Beckie Bekemeyer
Broadcast Announcers: Nathan Schwab, Craig Scheele

This Week, By God’s Grace (August 6th – 13th)
Today
Monday
Mon.-Fri
Wednesday
Thursday
Saturday
Sunday

Worship with Communion (Mrs. Bekemeyer Installation)
Teen Trap Shoot Outing
Teacher In-Service Day
School Technology Committee Meeting
NELHS FB/VB Camp Week
School Registration & Orientation
Ladies Aid
Plymouth Alumni Brunch at School
Worship (Throwback Sunday) (Greeters: Derek & Amy Weichel)
Evangelism Committee Serves at Community Ice Cream Social
NELHS Opening Service

10:00am
2:00pm
7:00pm
6:00pm
2:30pm
10:00am
4:00pm

BIRTHDAYS AND ANNIVERSARIES
Today – Brad Schwab, Brody Roberts, Laura Smith
Monday – M/M Ryan Birkett
Tuesday – M/M Robert Schmidt, Kim Milius, Whitney Scheele, Hattie Gronemeyer
Thursday – Vernelle Hueske, Jay Schroeder, Dustin Schwab, Steph Scheele
Friday – Lily Weichel Saturday – Suzie Grummert, Ken Meints
Sunday – Hayden Weishahn, Deb Weichel, Matt Strein,
M/M Nic Gronemeyer, M/M Wade deKoning
In Our Prayers
 Asher Willis Gronemeyer – he remains at Methodist Women’s Hospital in Omaha. He
now weighs 5 pounds, 3 ounces. The family plans on bringing him home within the next
several weeks.
 Pastor Frank – he had outpatient knee surgery this past Tuesday at Beatrice Community.
 Jeanne Moldenhauer – she is the sister of Judy Frank. She was recently diagnosed with
stage 4 pancreatic cancer and is undergoing chemotherapy treatments.
 Terry Kershner – he is the father of Elise Gronemeyer. He is undergoing surgery
tomorrow for appendix cancer that has spread.
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Summer Music—If you’d like to use the musical gifts God has given you in worship this summer
(piano, another instrument, solo, duet, etc), please speak to pastor at any time.
St. Paul’s Golf Outing—The 8th annual St. Paul’s Golf Outing will be held at Hidden Acres in
Beatrice on Sunday, September 24th. All golfers and skill levels are welcome. There will be two
classes – the “Fun and Fellowship” class and the “Competitive” class. The cost to play (including
a cart) is $20 per person. There is a registration sheet available on the table in the front
entrance of church. There is also a sign-up sheet for anyone willing to sponsor a hole ($50).
Hole sponsor contributions will go toward St. Paul’s Tuition assistance. After the golf outing,
everyone is invited to Dallas and Vickie Christ’s shed for supper!
Men Singers—We would like to put together a Men's Choir song for the service on Sunday,
August 13th (Throwback Sunday & Plymouth 125th). Previous Men's Choir singers and new men
singers are all welcome! Please speak to Wes or Cari Schroeder if you are interested.
Cookies/Brownies—Our congregation will be serving ice cream and
cookies/brownies for the ice cream social following the Plymouth 125th
anniversary parade on Sunday, August 13th. If you would be willing to help
provide cookies/brownies for this event, please sign the sheet on the table in
the front entrance. Cookies/brownies will need to be brought to the
kitchenette area in the church addition by the morning of August 13th. Thank
you!
School Cleaning—Thank you to everyone who came this last week and helped get the school
ready for another great year. Your willingness to serve in this way is greatly appreciated!
Fall Schedules—It is once again time to start compiling the various fall schedules. If you have
not served in the past but would like to be included on one of schedules starting this fall, please
call the church office this week. Service opportunities include the following:
• Sunday Morning Childcare
• Greeting
• After School Childcare*
• School Hot Lunch (pickup and/or serving)*
* Please note that if you would be willing to help with After School Care or Hot Lunch, there are signup sheets on the table in the front entrance. (These sheets will also be available for our school
parents on Wednesday, August 9th, the night of school registration/orientation.)
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St. Paul’s Teen Trap Shoot Outing—There will be a St. Paul’s Trap Shoot Outing for our teens at
the Fairbury Gun Club (56855 714th Rd., Fairbury, NE - next to
the Fairbury Airport) on Sunday, August 6th. Any teen (6th
grade and up) who is interested in trying out shooting trap is
welcome, but we do need a parent there for safety reasons.
Mile Holes, Fairbury Trap Coach and certified 4H Shooting
Sports Instructor will be present. Parents and grandparents are
welcome to come and shoot too. If you are able, please bring
along eye and ear protection. The shoot will begin around 2:00
p.m. The cost is $5 (25 clays) to the Fairbury Gun Club, payable at the end. Please let Doyle
(402-587-0859) or Joann Kerwood (402-587-0555) or Renee Bartlett (402-430-4519) know if you
are
Upcoming dates for your calendars!
Wednesday, August 9 – School Registration at 6PM
Sunday, August 13 – Throwback Sunday at 10AM with ice cream social after Plymouth 125th
parade
Wednesday, August 16 – First day of School!
Friday, August 18 – Back to School BBQ
Wednesday, August 30 – First night of PSI Catechism Class 6:00-7:30
Sunday, September 10 – Mission Festival and 1st Quarter Sunday School Teachers’ Meeting
Sunday, September 17 – Bible Class and Sunday School Begin!
Sunday, September 24 – St. Paul’s Lutheran School sings in Beatrice and Golf Outing at Hidden
Acres in Beatrice.
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If you would like more information about St. Paul’s Lutheran Church, feel free to speak
with Pastor Fred Berger after the service or anytime during the week! (call/text 402239-4509; email pastorberger@gmail.com) If you think you might be interested in
joining the St. Paul’s church family, Pastor would be more than happy to take you
through some Bible studies at whatever time or location is most convenient for you to
learn more about what we teach.
If you would like more information about St. Paul’s Lutheran School, feel free to speak
with Mr. Andrew Danner! (call/text 402-433-5349; email danner@stpaulsplymouth.org)
He would love to give you a tour of the school and answer any questions you might
have about the excellent Christ-centered education we offer students of our church and
community.

Please contact us! We would love to serve you!
Church Office 402-656-3003
School Office 402-656-4465
Pastor Fred Berger 402-239-4509
Church Secretary Mrs. Deb Wells 402-853-2035
Mrs. Tracie Hueske (Preschool) 402-230-0607
Mrs. Becky Briney (K-1) 269-358-2998
Mrs. Rachel Schroeder (2-3) 402-239-1206
Mrs. Beckie Bekemeyer (4-5) 402-239-7667
Principal Andrew Danner (6-8) 402-433-5349
Mrs. Jaime Danner (Principal Release Teacher) 920-344-2149
Mrs. Lisa Scheele (Paraeducator) 360-620-9201

St. Paul’s Lutheran Church and School

In an ever-changing world, St. Paul’s Evangelical Lutheran Church exists to build Christ’s kingdom in
people’s hearts with the un-changing Gospel of Jesus Christ.

106 East Highway 4
Plymouth, NE 68424
402-656-3003
www.stpaulsplymouth.org
19

