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St. Paul’s Evangelical Lutheran Church & SCHOOL 

Plymouth, Nebraska 

stpaulsplymouth.org 
 

In an ever-changing world, St. Paul’s Evangelical Lutheran Church exists to build Christ’s kingdom in 

people’s hearts with the un-changing Gospel of Jesus Christ. 
 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
 

August 28th, 2016 
Pentecost 15 

 

Welcome — A special welcome to our visitors. We 
are happy to have you with us and hope that you will 
come again soon. There is a guestbook for you to sign 
in the church entryway. Please contact Pastor Berger 
or one of the Elders (seated in the back of the church) 
if you have questions about the service or the 
congregation. 
 

Broadcast Sponsor — Our broadcast this morning is 

sponsored by Barry & Andrea Weichel in 
thankfulness to the Lord for the many blessings 
shown them throughout their marriage. They 
celebrated their 11th wedding anniversary on 
August 27th.     
 

Prayers before Worship can be found in Christian 
Worship – A Lutheran Hymnal, pages 10-11. 
.Personal preparation for the Lord’s Supper is 
found on page 156. 

Focus for Our Worship — This morning we will 
discuss the life of a disciple, a follower of Jesus.  In 
the first lesson, Abram trusted the Lord’s promises 
and followed His commands even at the cost of 
leaving family and homeland.  In the second lesson 
(the sermon text), we read a letter from one 
disciple to another, seeing the love, joy, and 
encouragement that disciples of Christ give one 
another.  In the Gospel, Jesus points out that a 
disciple follows him at all costs, even if that means 
the narrow path is marked with division and 
humility.  In all things, our discipleship flows from 
knowing and trusting the One who carried our sins 
to the cross, won heaven for us, and now urges, 
“Come, follow Me!” 

 
 

Divine Service 1 
(Christian Worship Supplement p. 15) 

 
 
 

 
OPENING HYMN “From All that Dwell below the Skies” (CW 250) 
 
INVOCATION 
M:  In the name of the Father and of the Son  and of the Holy Spirit.  
C:   Amen. 
 

CONFESSION OF SINS, KYRIE, HOLY ABSOLUTION 
M: Beloved in the Lord: let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins to God our Father, asking 

Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness.  
 

C: Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful and that I have disobeyed You in my 
thoughts, words, and actions. I have done what is evil and failed to do what is good. For this I 
deserve Your punishment both now and in eternity. But I am truly sorry for my sins, and trusting in 
my Savior Jesus Christ, I pray: Lord, have mercy on me, a sinner.  
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LORD, HAVE MERCY 

 
 

 

M: God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has given His only Son to be the atoning 
sacrifice for our sins. Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by His authority, I forgive you all your 
sins in the name of the Father and of the Son  and of the Holy Spirit.  

C:  Amen. 
 

 
PRAYER AND PRAISE 

M:   In the peace of this forgiveness, let us praise the Lord.  
 

GLORY TO GOD 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 
M: O Lord, shower us with Your continual mercy, that overflowing with the love You show to us in Your 

Son, we will put that love into action throughout our lives as we carry out Your will, all to Your glory, 
through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with the You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 
and forever 

C:    Amen. 
 
FIRST LESSON — Genesis 12:1-8 
Abram believed the Lord’s promise and left his homeland behind to go to the Promised Land of Canaan.  
He understood the cost of discipleship and left safety, home, and even family behind to take possession of 
his inheritance.  With Abram, we know that our heavenly inheritance is so great that we carry our crosses 
here on earth looking forward to eternity. 
  

1
The LORD had said to Abram, “Leave your country, your people and your father’s household and go to 

the land I will show you.  
     2

“I will make you into a great nation and I will bless you; I will make your name great, and you will be a 
blessing. 

3
I will bless those who bless you, and whoever curses you I will curse; and all peoples on earth 

will be blessed through you.”  
4 

So Abram left, as the LORD had told him; and Lot went with him. Abram was seventy-five years old 
when he set out from Haran. 

5 
He took his wife Sarai, his nephew Lot, all the possessions they had 

accumulated and the people they had acquired in Haran, and they set out for the land of Canaan, and 
they arrived there.  

6 
Abram traveled through the land as far as the site of the great tree of Moreh at Shechem. At that time 

the Canaanites were in the land. 
7 

The LORD appeared to Abram and said, “To your offspring I will give this 
land.” So he built an altar there to the LORD, who had appeared to him.  

8 
From there he went on toward the hills east of Bethel and pitched his tent, with Bethel on the west 

and Ai on the east. There he built an altar to the LORD and called on the name of the LORD. 



5 
 

SECOND LESSON — Philemon (Sermon Text…to be read later during the sermon) 
  

 
VERSE OF THE DAY – Hebrews 10:23-25 
 Alleluia.  

23 
Let us hold unswervingly to the hope we profess, for he who promised is faithful. 

24 
And let us 

consider how we may spur one another on toward love and good deeds. 
25 

Let us not give up meeting 
together, as some are in the habit of doing, but let us encourage one another—and all the more as you 
see the Day approaching. Alleluia.   

 
HOLY GOSPEL — Luke 14:25-33 
 
 

M:  The Gospel according to St. Luke, chapter 14: 

 
 

Large crowds followed Jesus—they wanted to see miracles...they were curious to see what he would do.  
Here Jesus warns all those who would come after him to count the cost of discipleship.  His words are 
strong, but point out that a disciple puts God first in his/her life.  This might result in trials and crosses for a 
few short years here on earth, but we follow a Savior who carried the cross for us and for our salvation.  
Remembering his love leads us to follow him at any cost—on the narrow path sometimes marked by 
division and humility. 

  
25 

Large crowds were traveling with Jesus, and turning to them he said: 
26 

“If anyone comes to me and 
does not hate his father and mother, his wife and children, his brothers and sisters—yes, even his own 
life—he cannot be my disciple. 

27 
And anyone who does not carry his cross and follow me cannot be my 

disciple.  
28 

“Suppose one of you wants to build a tower. Will he not first sit down and estimate the cost to see if 
he has enough money to complete it? 

29 
For if he lays the foundation and is not able to finish it, everyone 

who sees it will ridicule him, 
30 

saying, ‘This fellow began to build and was not able to finish.’  
31 

“Or suppose a king is about to go to war against another king. Will he not first sit down and consider 
whether he is able with ten thousand men to oppose the one coming against him with twenty thousand? 
32 

If he is not able, he will send a delegation while the other is still a long way off and will ask for terms of 
peace. 

33 
In the same way, any of you who does not give up everything he has cannot be my disciple. 

  

M:  The Gospel of the Lord: 

  
 
CONFESSION OF FAITH                                                                                                                       NICENE CREED    
 We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and 
unseen. 
    We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, God from 
God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one being with the Father. 
Through Him all things were made. For us and for our salvation, He came down from heaven, was 
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incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary, and became fully human. For our sake He was crucified 
under Pontius Pilate. He suffered death and was buried. On the third day He rose again in accordance 
with the Scriptures. He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come 
again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and His kingdom will have no end. 
    We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
who in unity with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, who has spoken through the 
prophets. We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one baptism for the 
forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
 
 

HYMN OF THE DAY “Come, Follow Me, the Savior Spoke” (CW 453) 
 
 

SERMON  - The Book of Philemon 
 

1 
Paul, a prisoner of Christ Jesus, and Timothy our brother,  

To Philemon our dear friend and fellow worker, 
2 

to Apphia our sister, to Archippus our fellow soldier 
and to the church that meets in your home:  

3 
Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.  

4 
I always thank my God as I remember you in my prayers, 

5 
because I hear about your faith in the Lord 

Jesus and your love for all the saints. 
6 

I pray that you may be active in sharing your faith, so that you will 
have a full understanding of every good thing we have in Christ. 

7 
Your love has given me great joy and 

encouragement, because you, brother, have refreshed the hearts of the saints.  
8 

Therefore, although in Christ I could be bold and order you to do what you ought to do, 
9 

yet I appeal 
to you on the basis of love. I then, as Paul—an old man and now also a prisoner of Christ Jesus— 

10 
I 

appeal to you for my son Onesimus, who became my son while I was in chains. 
11 

Formerly he was useless 
to you, but now he has become useful both to you and to me.  

12 
I am sending him—who is my very heart—back to you. 

13 
I would have liked to keep him with me so 

that he could take your place in helping me while I am in chains for the gospel. 
14 

But I did not want to do 
anything without your consent, so that any favor you do will be spontaneous and not forced. 

15 
Perhaps 

the reason he was separated from you for a little while was that you might have him back for good— 
16 

no 
longer as a slave, but better than a slave, as a dear brother. He is very dear to me but even dearer to you, 
both as a man and as a brother in the Lord.  

17 
So if you consider me a partner, welcome him as you would welcome me. 

18 
If he has done you any 

wrong or owes you anything, charge it to me. 
19 

I, Paul, am writing this with my own hand. I will pay it 
back—not to mention that you owe me your very self. 

20 
I do wish, brother, that I may have some benefit 

from you in the Lord; refresh my heart in Christ. 
21 

Confident of  
 your obedience, I write to you, knowing that you will do even more than I ask.  
22 

And one thing more: Prepare a guest room for me, because I hope to be restored to you in answer to 
your prayers.  

23 
Epaphras, my fellow prisoner in Christ Jesus, sends you greetings. 

24 
And so do Mark, Aristarchus, 

Demas and Luke, my fellow workers.  
25 

The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with your spirit. 
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    Philemon  
  

  

  

  

1. The Bible contains ____ Books. 

2. The Book of Philemon is a short __________ that Paul writes to Philemon. 

3. Paul was in prison in _______ for his faith and Philemon was a Christian who lived in 
___________. 

4. This letter is a specific example of Paul encouraging Philemon to practice _________ 
________, putting his faith into action as a disciple of Christ. 

5. Who are the three main people that you need to know to understand this letter?     

 

 

                     

6. Paul remembers Philemon in his prayers of thanksgiving because there were so many ways that 
Philemon was____________ ____ _________ __ ____ __________ (v7). 

7. Paul brings up yet another way that this disciple could put his faith into action.  Motivated by 
the forgiveness Christ won for him, Paul wanted Philemon to do what?    

 

 

                  

8. Paul, Luke, Timothy, Mark, Apphia, Archippus, Epaphras, Aristarchus, Demas, Philemon, and 
Onesimus worked together much like our ________ _________ works together today. 

9. Where do we get the motivation to work together to further God’s kingdom, to live as disciples, 
to show Christian love?   

 

                     

10. Extra Credit (not mentioned in sermon):  Think of a fellow brother or sister in the faith 
(this can even be someone who lives thousands of miles away!) whom you struggle to 
forgive.  Now read the letter to Philemon sometime this week as if Paul was writing it 
to you.  From where will your forgiveness flow?  In what ways could you do even more 
than Paul would ask of you? 
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After the sermon, the congregation stands and sings: 

 
 
OFFERING 
 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
 

LORD’S PRAYER 
 Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on 

earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we 
forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For 
Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever.  Amen.  

   
THE SACRAMENT 

M: The Lord be with you. 
C:    And also with you. 
 

M:  Lift up your hearts. 
C:  We lift them up to the Lord. 
 

M:  Let us give thanks to the Lord, our God. 
C: It is good and right so to do. 
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M:   It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in all places give You thanks, O Lord, holy 
Father, almighty and everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who promised that wherever 
two or three come together in His name, there He is with them to shepherd His flock till He comes 
again in glory. Therefore, with all the saints on earth and hosts of heaven, we praise Your holy name 
and join their glorious song: 

 
HOLY, HOLY, HOLY 

  

  

  
 
WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
M:  Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night He was betrayed, took bread; and when He had given thanks, He 

broke it and gave it to His disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is My  body, which is given for you. 
Do this in remembrance of Me.” 

 

       Then He took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, 
“Drink from it, all of you; this is My  blood of the new covenant, 
which is poured out for you for the forgiveness of sins. Do this, 
whenever you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 

  
M:  The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C:   Amen. 
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O CHRIST, LAMB OF GOD 

  
 

 

  
 
 

CLOSE COMMUNION We ask that only those who have previously spoken to our pastor or are members in good 
standing of this or another WELS or ELS congregation come to Holy Communion today.  Our practice of Close 
Communion (which has been the practice of the Christian Church throughout the ages) is in no way trying to judge 
anyone’s faith.  What we are trying to do is follow the Bible’s clear teaching (I Corinthians 11) to first study God’s 
Word together.  As we do so, we can share with/review with you what the Lord’s Supper is all about.  You, then, also 
have an opportunity to examine what we believe and teach before you come to the Lord’s Supper here at St. Paul’s 

and make a public profession that you agree with what we teach. 
 

If you have any questions about this or would like to commune at St. Paul’s in the future, please talk to Pastor Berger 
after worship this morning.  He would love to sit down with you on your timetable and at your convenience and talk 
about these important matters. 
 

DISTRIBUTION HYMNS     
“Draw Near and Take the Body of the Lord” (CW 309) 

“I Lay My Sins on Jesus” (CW 372) 
“Sent Forth by God’s Blessing” (CW 318) 
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SONG OF SIMEON 

  

  
 
 
M: O give thanks to the Lord, for He is good.  
C: And His mercy endures forever. 
 

M: O God the Father, source of all goodness, in Your loving kindness You sent Your Son to share our 
humanity. We thank You that through Him You have given us pardon and peace in this sacrament. 
We also pray that You will not forsake us but will rule our hearts and minds by Your Holy Spirit so that 
we willingly serve You day after day, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and 
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  

C: Amen. 
 
M: The Lord bless you and keep you.  
 The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.  
 The Lord look on you with favor and  give you peace.  
C: Amen.  
 
Closing Hymn “In Unity and Peace” (CWS 773) – see page 16 of the service folder 
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NOTES AND NEWS  
 

Pastor Fred Berger                            Principal Andrew Danner 
C-402-239-4509   O-402-656-3003         C-402-433-5349   O-402-656-4465 
pastorberger@gmail.com                danner@stpaulsplymouth.org 

 
Organist: Rachel Schroeder 
Teen Usher: Ethan Paxton 
Greeters: Stacey Freese, Karen Schroeder 
Broadcast Announcers: Michael Wells, Eric Bekemeyer  
 

         
 

BIRTHDAYS AND ANNIVERSARIES 
Today – Eric Bekemeyer Tuesday – Midge Pollock     Wednesday – Deb Weichel 

Thursday – Brian Burger Friday – Tim Schroeder, Megan Wollenburg 
Saturday – Elaine Burger, M/M Matt Meyer, Merle Watts Sunday – Pastor Frank, M/M Loren Yost 

 

This Week, By God’s Grace (August 28
th

 – Sept. 4
th

) 
Today 
 
Monday 
 
Tuesday 
Wednesday 
 
Thursday 
 
 
 
Sunday 

Worship -Communion 
Stewardship Committee Meeting 
Worship –Communion 
Elders’ Meeting 
LES Catechism 
Public School Instruction Class 
Adult Choir 
LES Catechism 
Ladies Aid 
Board of Education 
Church Council 
Worship – SS Teachers’ Installation 
Sunday School Teachers’ Meeting 
 (Greeters: Ryan & Dawn Meyer) 
 

10:00am 
11:15am 

7:30pm 
8:30pm 
8:30am 

6-7:30pm 
7:45pm 
8:30am 
2:30pm 
6:30pm 
8:00pm 

10:00am 
11:00am 

 

 
In our Prayers – We offer prayers of thanksgiving for the following: 

Bruce Freese – home in Beatrice after receiving positive news from the doctors that they could not 
detect MDS and that his stem cell transplant was successful.  
Roy Smith – home following surgery for a heart stent this past Thursday morning at the Heart Institute 
in Lincoln. 
 

Co-ed Softball Tournament—Grace Lutheran in Geneva is hosting a Co-ed softball 
tournament (ages 18 and up) on Labor Day, September 5

th
.  The first game will begin at 10 

a.m. They will provide the burgers for lunch and water.  Those who play are asked to bring 
other peripheral food items.  If you would like to play, there is a sign-up sheet on the back 

table.  After everyone is signed up individually, we will divide the names into teams. 
 

mailto:pastorberger@gmail.com
mailto:danner@stpaulsplymouth.org
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St. Paul’s Golf Outing—The 7
th

 annual St. Paul’s Golf Outing will be held at 
Hidden Acres in Beatrice on Sunday, September 18

th
.  All golfers and skill levels 

are welcome.  This year there will be two classes – the “Fun and Fellowship” class 
and the “Competitive” class.  The cost to play (including a cart) is $20 per person. 
There is a registration sheet available on the table in the front entrance of 
church. There is also a sign-up sheet for anyone willing to sponsor a hole ($50).  
Hole sponsor contributions will go toward St. Paul’s Tuition assistance. After the golf outing, everyone is 
invited to Dallas and Vickie Christ’s shed for supper! 
 
OWLS Convention—The 2016 OWLS Convention will be held at the Ramada Plaza Hotel in Omaha, NE 
from Tuesday, October 11

th
 through Thursday noon, October 13

th
. You are encouraged to register as soon 

as possible.  The convention is a great get-a-away for seniors.  The inspiring worship services and 
devotions provide an opportunity for spiritual growth.  The speakers and workshops provide opportunity 
for learning and sharing.  You can also enjoy fellowship, tours, a silent auction, WELS displays as well as 
good food and entertainment.  You do not have to be an OWLS member to attend the convention.  The 
suggested registration deadline date is September 1

st
.  Please contact the church office for additional 

information. 
 
NELHS Fall Auction – The NELHS Fall Auction will take place on Sunday, October 23, 2016.  The proceeds 
will go towards much needed dorm furniture.  Here are three ways you can participate in this auction: 

1. Giving a donation (forms are available on the back table) 
2. Donating your time by soliciting business and private donations and/or helping set up and run the 

auction. 
3. Attending the auction or bidding on line to support NELHS.  

There is an area to sign up on the NELHS website (on the bottom of the homepage labeled “Volunteer 
Here Fall Auction”).  For more information or any questions, contact Twila at tfickel@nelhs.org 
 
Upcoming Events: 

 Monday, September 5
th

 – Softball Tournament in Geneva – 10:00 a.m. 

 Sunday, September 11
th

 – Mission Festival with Potluck 

 Sunday, September 18
th

 – Bible Class and Sunday School Begins! 
   Golf Outing after church at Hidden Acres in Beatrice 

 Sunday, September 25
th

 – NELHS Knights of the Round Table at St. Paul’s for worship 

 Sunday, October 30
th

 – Joint Reformation Service at NELHS – 4:00 p.m. 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

mailto:tfickel@nelhs.org
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Nebraska Lutheran August News and Notes   
 

 The opening service for the 38th year of Nebraska Evangelical Lutheran High School was 
held on Sunday, August 14.  Pastor Tom Schneider from Grand Island and Pastor Wayne 
Oblender from Aurora and Sutton preached and presided over the opening service. 

 The NELHS Friends and Family organization held a meeting after opening service and 
highlighted their two big events.  The fall auction will be on Sunday, October 23, and the 
spring “Knight Out” will be on Saturday, March 12.  We pray that many of you will be 
able to attend and contribute to these two events.  Items are already being donated for 
the fall auction.  The goal for this year is to raise $32,000 between the two events and to 
upgrade our dorm furniture for our students. 

 We are thankful to the 55 golfers who joined us on July 30 for our annual “Tee-It-Up for 
Tuition” golf outing at Holmes Golf Course in Lincoln.  Through their efforts, $8,000 was 
raised for our families in need this year. 

 Fall sports are up and running.  Football has 22 participants, volleyball has 16 young ladies 
out for it, and cheerleading has 11 ladies on the squad.  

 ACT results have just been released, and we are pleased to announce an average ACT 
score for our class of 2016 seniors of 24.3.   This is the fourth consecutive year that 
NELHS has scored in the 24’s compared to a state average of 21.4. 

 NELHS has added Unified Bowling to its list of extra-curricular opportunities for our 
students. 

 Preparations are underway for hosting WELS Choral Fest this year.   The dates for this 
event on November 11-13. 

 Upcoming events: 
o NELHS Day: September 16 
o Homecoming: September 30 

 The school year has started, and we are thankful for all of the students on campus.  This 
year we welcome 31 new students to campus (23 freshmen, 2 sophomores, and 6 
juniors).  We have 90 students on campus who get to learn more about Jesus every day. 

 Our recruitment goal for next year is 40 new students by the start of school in August of 
2017.  The recruiting of new students officially starts with “NELHS Day,” which is a day 
we set aside to meet elementary students in the upper grades.  NELHS Day will be on 
September 16 this year.   If you would be interested in having your child attend NELHS 
Day or finding out more about our ministry, please contact administrator Mark Otte at 
motte@nelhs.org or call 402-728-5236.  Please pray for this goal. 

 
Nebraska Evangelical Lutheran High School 

Mission Statement 

NELHS exists to assist parents and congregations by providing Christian training in 
the skills and values necessary for loyal service to Jesus Christ for time and eternity. 

 
 

mailto:motte@nelhs.org
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Sunday—September 18th  

Hidden Acres in Beatrice 
  

Registration at 12:30PM  

  

Golf at 1:00PM 
  

Meal to follow in Plymouth at Dallas Christ’s Shed 
  

Cost: $20 payable to “St. Paul’s Church Office”  
  

All Golfers and Skill Levels Welcome! 
  

Fun and Fellowship Class (back nine) 

or 

Competitive Class (front nine) 
  

Please Call Church Office (656-3003) to sign 

up as an individual or as a team of four! 
  
  

REGISTRATION DEADLINE IS SEPT. 11 

11! 
  

St. Paul’s 7th Annual  
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