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St. Paul’s Evangelical Lutheran Church & SCHOOL 

Plymouth, Nebraska 

stpaulsplymouth.org 
 

In an ever-changing world, St. Paul’s Evangelical Lutheran Church exists to build Christ’s kingdom in 

people’s hearts with the un-changing Gospel of Jesus Christ. 
 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
 

August 21st, 2016 
Pentecost 14 

 

Welcome — To friends who know us, we renew our 
welcome; to those who are visiting us for the first 
time, we extend a warm welcome; to those who seek 
a church home, we offer fellowship with the living 
Savior. We pray that your time with us this morning is 
a blessing to you. Before you leave, please sign our 
guest book located in the front entrance.  And be sure 
to worship with us again! 
  
Broadcast Sponsor — Our broadcast this morning is 
sponsored by Leon Freese in loving memory of his 
mother, Adela Freese, who was born August 21, 1892, 
and out of thankfulness to the Lord for the many 
blessings he has enjoyed over the past 88 years. Leon 
was born August 20, 1928. 
 

Prayers before Worship can be found in Christian 
Worship – A Lutheran Hymnal, pages 10-11. 

Focus for Our Worship — The theme for this 
morning’s service really stems from a question that a 
bystander asks Jesus in the Gospel lesson this 
morning, “Lord, are only a few people going to be 
saved?”  The question makes us a bit uneasy, doesn’t 
it?  In our readings we see that those who rely on 
their own good works and those who depend on their 
family ancestry to get them into heaven will end up 
hearing these lonely words from the Lord, “I don’t 
know you.”  But take comfort, fellow dust and ashes 
who recognize that we stand empty handed before 
the Lord, in this truth this morning: God Alone Saves!  
And so Jesus answers that “people will come from 
east and west and north and south, and will take their 
places at the feast in the kingdom of God.” 

 

 
 

Service of the Word - p. 38 in CW 
(with the Gathering Rite on the Word) 

 
 

M: In the name of the Father and of the Son   and of the Holy Spirit. 
C: Amen. 
 

Introduction to the hymn. 
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M: Oh, how I love Your law! 
C: I meditate on it all day long. 
M: Your commands make me wiser than my enemies, 
C: for they are ever with me. 
M: I have more insight than all my teachers, 
C: for I meditate on Your statutes. 
M: How sweet are Your words to my taste, 
C: sweeter than honey to my mouth! (Psalm 119:97-99,103) 
 

 
 

 
 
M: All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting, and training in 

righteousness, 
C: so that the man of God may be thoroughly equipped for every good work. (2 Timothy 3:16,17) 
M: Yet, so often we have despised God’s Word and failed to gladly hear and learn it. For this and all our 

sins, we bow before God and humbly ask His forgiveness. 
C: Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful, and that I have disobeyed You in my 

thoughts, words, and actions. I have done what is evil and failed to do what is good. For this I 
deserve Your punishment both now and in eternity. But I am truly sorry for my sins, and trusting in 
my Savior Jesus Christ, I pray: Lord, have mercy on me, a sinner.  
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M: God gave His word so “that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that by 
believing you may have life in His name” (John 20:31). The Scriptures testify about Jesus, who lived a 
perfect life for you, died on the cross to pay for all your sins, and rose again to assure you of your 
salvation. Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by His authority, I forgive you all your sins in the 
name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen. 
 

 
(Taken from Christian Worship Supplement, © 2008, NPH. Reprinted under Onelicense.net #A-711841.) 

 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
M: Almighty and everlasting God, give us an increase of faith, hope, and love; and, that we may obtain 

what You promise, make us love what You command; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who 
lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 
 

 
 

THE WORD 
 

FIRST LESSON – Judges 7:1-8 (Sermon Text) 
 

Early in the morning, Jerub-Baal (that is, Gideon) and all his men camped at the spring of Harod. The 
camp of Midian was north of them in the valley near the hill of Moreh. 

2 
The LORD said to Gideon, “You 

have too many men for me to deliver Midian into their hands. In order that Israel may not boast against 
me that her own strength has saved her, 

3 
announce now to the people, ‘Anyone who trembles with fear 

may turn back and leave Mount Gilead.’ ” So twenty-two thousand men left, while ten thousand 
remained.  

4 
But the LORD said to Gideon, “There are still too many men. Take them down to the water, and I will 

sift them for you there. If I say, ‘This one shall go with you,’ he shall go; but if I say, ‘This one shall not go 
with you,’ he shall not go.”  

5 
So Gideon took the men down to the water. There the LORD told him, “Separate those who lap the 

water with their tongues like a dog from those who kneel down to drink.” 
6 

Three hundred men lapped 
with their hands to their mouths. All the rest got down on their knees to drink.  
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7 
The LORD said to Gideon, “With the three hundred men that lapped I will save you and give the 

Midianites into your hands. Let all the other men go, each to his own place.” 
8 

So Gideon sent the rest of 
the Israelites to their tents but kept the three hundred, who took over the provisions and trumpets of the 
others.  

Now the camp of Midian lay below him in the valley. 
 
PSALM 72 – page 93 in the front portion of the hymnal 
 

SECOND LESSON – Romans 9:1-9 
What makes you a child of God?  As some in Paul’s day thought, it’s not the family you were born into.  No 
matter your last name, race, or nationality, those who believe in Jesus as their Savior from sin are part of 
God’s family. 
  

I speak the truth in Christ—I am not lying, my conscience confirms it in the Holy Spirit— 
2 

I have great 
sorrow and unceasing anguish in my heart. 

3 
For I could wish that I myself were cursed and cut off from 

Christ for the sake of my brothers, those of my own race, 
4 

the people of Israel. Theirs is the adoption as 
sons; theirs the divine glory, the covenants, the receiving of the law, the temple worship and the 
promises. 

5 
Theirs are the patriarchs, and from them is traced the human ancestry of Christ, who is God 

over all, forever praised! Amen.  
6 

It is not as though God’s word had failed. For not all who are descended from Israel are Israel. 
7 

Nor 
because they are his descendants are they all Abraham’s children. On the contrary, “It is through Isaac 
that your offspring will be reckoned.”  

8 
In other words, it is not the natural children who are God’s 

children, but it is the children of the promise who are regarded as Abraham’s offspring. 
9 

For this was how 
the promise was stated: “At the appointed time I will return, and Sarah will have a son.” 
 
VERSE OF THE DAY – Ephesians 2:8,9 
Alleluia.  

8 
For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith—and this not from yourselves, it is the gift 

of God— 
9 

not by works, so that no one can boast.  Alleluia.  
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HOLY GOSPEL – Luke 13:22-30 
Religion after religion stands before God with all kinds of man-made good works, rules, and regulations.  
They say, “Do this deed, give that much, and proselytize so many…and you have a chance to get in.”  Jesus 
answers these religions, “I don’t know you…away from me, all you evildoers.”  Christianity differs from 
every other man-made religion.  It tells you to drop your baggage at the door and walk through wearing 
nothing but Jesus’ white robe of righteousness that He has gifted to you.  Those who recognized that they 
are saved by grace alone will come from east and west and north and south.  How we look forward with 
confidence to being at that heavenly feast because by God’s grace we have come to the knowledge of the 
truth that God alone saves! 
   

22 
Then Jesus went through the towns and villages, teaching as he made his way to Jerusalem. 

23 

Someone asked him, “Lord, are only a few people going to be saved?”  
He said to them, 

24 
“Make every effort to enter through the narrow door, because many, I tell you, 

will try to enter and will not be able to. 
25 

Once the owner of the house gets up and closes the door, you 
will stand outside knocking and pleading, ‘Sir, open the door for us.’  

“But he will answer, ‘I don’t know you or where you come from.’  
26 

“Then you will say, ‘We ate and drank with you, and you taught in our streets.’  
27 

“But he will reply, ‘I don’t know you or where you come from. Away from me, all you evildoers!’  
28 

“There will be weeping there, and gnashing of teeth, when you see Abraham, Isaac and Jacob and 
all the prophets in the kingdom of God, but you yourselves thrown out. 

29 
People will come from east and 

west and north and south, and will take their places at the feast in the kingdom of God. 
30 

Indeed there 
are those who are last who will be first, and first who will be last.”  
 

M: This is the Gospel of our Lord!  

 
 
HYMN OF THE DAY “Chief of Sinners Though I Be” (CW 385) 
 
SERMON – Judges 7:1-8   GOD ALONE SAVES! 
   
APOSTLES’ CREED 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth.  
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the 
virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. He descended into hell. 
The third day He rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of 
God the Father almighty. From there He will come to judge the living and the dead.  
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of 
sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.  

 
OFFERING 
 
RECEPTION OF NEW MEMBERS – Maci Hicks and Laura Smith 
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PRAYER OF THE CHURCH  
 
LORD’S PRAYER 
C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on 

earth  as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we 
forgive those  who trespass against us;  and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For 
Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

 
HYMN “By Grace I’m Saved” (CW 384) 
 
CLOSING PRAYER AND BLESSING  
M: O Lord God, our heavenly Father, pour out the Holy Spirit on Your faithful people. Keep us strong in 

Your grace and truth, protect and comfort us in all temptation, and bestow on us Your saving peace, 
through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever. 

 

 
 
M: Brothers and sisters, go in peace. Live in harmony with one another. Serve the Lord with gladness. 
 The LORD bless you and keep you. 
 The LORD make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
 The LORD look on you with favor and  give you peace. 
 

 
 
CLOSING HYMN “There Is a Higher Throne” (CWS 727) – see insert 

 

 
 

NOTES AND NEWS  
 

Pastor Fred Berger                            Principal Andrew Danner 
C-402-239-4509   O-402-656-3003         C-402-433-5349   O-402-656-4465 
pastorberger@gmail.com                danner@stpaulsplymouth.org 

 
Organist: Angie Zulauf 
Teen Usher: Ethan Paxton 
Greeters: Ethan & Rachel Schroeder 
Broadcast Announcers: Don Wurm, Barry Weichel 
 

mailto:pastorberger@gmail.com
mailto:danner@stpaulsplymouth.org
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BIRTHDAYS AND ANNIVERSARIES 

Today – Hazel Rehm Monday – Deb Wells     Wednesday – Joel Schroeder, Angie Bruna 
Thursday – Tracie Hueske, Ryan Bartels        Friday – M/M Marvin Yost, Nicole Hueftle 

Saturday – Jeanette Schroeder, M/M Barry Weichel  Sunday – Eric Bekemeyer 
 

This Week, By God’s Grace (August 21
st

 – 28
th

) 
Today 
 
Wednesday 
 
Thursday 
Friday 
 
Sunday 

Worship  
Evangelism/Broadcast Committee Meetings 
Public School Instruction Class 
Adult Choir 
Men’s Work Group 
Men’s Bible Study Breakfast 
Back-to-School BBQ 
Worship - Communion 
 (Greeters: Stacey Freese, Karen Schroeder) 
Stewardship Committee Meeting 

10:00am 
11:00am 

6-7:30pm 
7:45pm 
2:00pm 
6:45am 
6:00pm 

10:00am 
 

11:15am 
 
In Our Prayers 
Bryce Scherling  - he is hospitalized and will be in  traction for 2-3 weeks following a hip removal due to 
infection. Bryce is a former member of our congregation. He would appreciate hearing from friends at St. 
Paul’s. His mailing address is as follows: Bryce Scherling, Good Samaritan Hospital, 10 East 31

st
 Street, 

Kearney, NE  68848-1990. 
 

Eugene Busch – he was scheduled to be released from the Heart Institute in Lincoln this past Friday 
following heart stent surgery Wednesday afternoon. May the Lord grant him strength and healing in the 
weeks ahead. 
 
Junior Choir—Any students from 3rd-8th grade are invited to join Junior Choir.  Practices are Friday 
afternoons from 3:40-4:10.  The first practice is Friday, August 26.  Please speak with Rachel Schroeder for 
more information. 
 
Co-ed Softball Tournament—Grace Lutheran in Geneva is hosting a Co-ed softball tournament (ages 18 

and up) on Labor Day, September 5
th

.  The first game will begin at 10 a.m. They will provide 
the burgers for lunch and water.  Those who play are asked to bring other peripheral food 
items.  If you would like to play, there is a sign-up sheet on the back table.  After everyone is 
signed up individually, we will divide the names into teams. 
 

St. Paul’s Golf Outing—The 7
th

 annual St. Paul’s Golf Outing will be held at Hidden Acres in Beatrice on 
Sunday, September 18

th
.  All golfers and skill levels are welcome.  This year there 

will be two classes – the “Fun and Fellowship” class and the “Competitive” class.  
The cost to play (including a cart) is $20 per person. There is a registration sheet 
available on the table in the front entrance of church. There is also a sign-up 
sheet for anyone willing to sponsor a hole ($50).  Hole sponsor contributions will 
go toward St. Paul’s Tuition assistance. After the golf outing, everyone is invited 
to Dallas and Vickie Christ’s shed for supper! 
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OWLS Convention—The 2016 OWLS Convention will be held at the Ramada Plaza Hotel in Omaha, NE 
from Tuesday, October 11

th
 through Thursday noon, October 13

th
. You are encouraged to register as soon 

as possible.  The convention is a great get-a-away for seniors.  The inspiring worship services and 
devotions provide an opportunity for spiritual growth.  The speakers and workshops provide opportunity 
for learning and sharing.  You can also enjoy fellowship, tours, a silent auction, WELS displays as well as 
good food and entertainment.  You do not have to be an OWLS member to attend the convention.  The 
suggested registration deadline date is September 1

st
.  Please contact the church office for additional 

information. 
 
NELHS Fall Auction – The NELHS Fall Auction will take place on Sunday, October 23, 2016.  The proceeds 
will go towards much needed dorm furniture.  Here are three ways you can participate in this auction: 

1. Giving a donation (forms are available on the back table) 
2. Donating your time by soliciting business and private donations and/or helping set up and run the 

auction. 
3. Attending the auction or bidding on line to support NELHS.  

There is an area to sign up on the NELHS website (on the bottom of the homepage labeled “Volunteer 
Here Fall Auction”).  For more information or any questions, contact Twila at tfickel@nelhs.org 
 

Upcoming Dates to Keep in Mind 

 Wednesday – August 24
th

 – PSI Classes Begin – 6:00 – 7:30 p.m. 
   – Adult Choir Resumes – 7:45 p.m. 

 Thursday, August 25
th 

– Men’s Work Group – 2:00 p.m. 

 Friday, August 26
th

 – Men’s Bible Breakfast – 6:45 a.m. 
PTO Back to School BBQ – 6:00p.m. 

 Monday, August 29
th

 – Worship with Communion – 7:30p.m. 
Elders’ Meeting – 8:30p.m. 

 Thursday, September 1
st

 – Board of Education Meeting – 6:30p.m. 
    Church Council Meeting – 8:00p.m. 

 Sunday, September 4
th

 – 1
st

 Quarter Sunday School Teachers’ Meeting – 11:00a.m. 

 Monday, September 5
th

 – Softball Tournament in Geneva – 10:00a.m. 

 Sunday, September 11
th

 – Mission Festival with Potluck 

 Sunday, September 18
th

 – Bible Class and Sunday School Begins! 
Golf Outing after church at Hidden Acres in Beatrice 

 Sunday, September 25
th

 – NELHS Knights of the Round Table at St. Paul’s for worship 
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25th Anniversary Service 
 

 
 

Faith Lutheran Church 
300 Hamilton St. 

Rising City 
 

Sunday September 18 
4:00 p.m. 

 
Speaker: Pastor Wayne Hilgendorf 

 
[Pastor Hilgendorf was Faith's pastor at the time 

of the amalgamation of St. John, Rising City; 
Zion, Garrison; St. Paul, Gresham. 

Pastor Hilgendorf also served as chairman 
of the Nebraska District mission board for nine years.] 

 

Supper will be provided. 
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Sunday, September 25th 

10AM 

St. Paul’s Plymouth 
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Sunday—September 18th  

Hidden Acres in Beatrice 
  

Registration at 12:30PM  

  

Golf at 1:00PM 
  

Meal to follow in Plymouth at Dallas Christ’s Shed 
  

Cost: $20 payable to “St. Paul’s Church Office”  
  

All Golfers and Skill Levels Welcome! 
  

Fun and Fellowship Class (back nine) 

or 

Competitive Class (front nine) 
  

Please Call Church Office (656-3003) to sign 

up as an individual or as a team of four! 
  
  

REGISTRATION DEADLINE IS SEPT. 

11! 
  

St. Paul’s 7th Annual  
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  Reprinted under CCLI License #3240029. 


