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Welcome 
 

 
 

 

 If you desire, there is a nursery in the back on the west side of the church, but please know that 
your children are ALWAYS welcome in our service no matter how much noise they make. We’re 
happy to have them hear the Word and join us praising God with their voices! 
 

 Before you leave, please sign the guest register.  It is located on the top of the stairs in the 
church entryway. 

 

 Please talk to one of the Elders (seated in the back of the church) if you have questions about 
the service or the congregation. 
 

 Large print service folders are available.  Please speak to one of the Elders if this would be of 
assistance to you. 
 

 Our Sunday morning service can be heard on KWBE 1450AM (94.7FM) and viewed live and 
archived at www.stpaulsplymouth.org.  Please share this information with those who are not 
able to attend worship. 
 

 Prayers before Worship can be found in Christian Worship – A Lutheran Hymnal, pages 10-11.  

 
 
 

Broadcast Sponsor 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

Focus for Our Worship 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
   

 

Our broadcasts for August 11th, 18th, and 25th are sponsored by Robert and Connie 
Merklinger of Gothenburg, Nebraska, in loving memory of the Henry Merklinger 
Family. 

 

  

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

THANK YOU for joining us for worship today! 

We pray that your spiritual life will be nourished through Word and Sacrament. 

 

The believer prays boldly. The Prayer of the Day beautifully summarizes worship for 
this Sunday: God is ready to listen at all times…so let us then boldly ask for the 
blessings He promises. 

 

http://www.stpaulsplymouth.org/
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Divine Service II  
(Christian Worship Supplement) 

 
Please Stand 
 
INVOCATION AND CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 
M: In the name of the Father and of the Son + and of the Holy Spirit. 
C: Amen. 
 
M: Dear friends, let us approach God with a true heart and confess our sins, asking Him in the name 
 of our Lord Jesus Christ to forgive us. 

 c: Lord of life, I confess that I am by nature dead in sin.  
  For faithless worrying and selfish pride,  
  For sins of habit and sins of choice, 
  For the evil I have done and the good I have failed to do,  
 You should cast me away from Your presence forever.  
 O Lord, I am sorry for my sins. Forgive me, for Jesus’ sake.  
 
M: Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. In His great mercy, God made us alive in 
 Christ even when we were dead in our sins. Hear the word of Christ through His called servant: I 
 forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son + and of the Holy Spirit. 
C: Amen. 
 
LORD, HAVE MERCY (Kyrie) 
M: In peace, let us pray to the Lord. 
 For the well-being of all people everywhere, that they may receive from You all they need to 
 sustain body and life, hear our prayer, O Lord. 
C: Lord, have mercy. 
 
M: For the spread of Your life-giving gospel throughout the world, that all who are lost in sin may be 
 brought to faith in You, hear our prayer, O Christ. 
C: Christ, have mercy. 
 
M: For patience and perseverance in this life, that we may not lose the hope of heaven as we await 
 Your return, hear our prayer, O Lord. 
C: Lord, have mercy. 
 
M: Lord of life, live in us that we may live for You. 
C: Amen. 
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GLORY BE TO GOD (Gloria in Excelsis) (Tune CW 376) 

 
 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
M O Lord, Your ears are always open to the prayers of Your humble servants, who come to You 
 in Jesus’ name. Teach us always to ask according to Your will and hold You to the blessings You 
 have promised; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and 
 the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
 
C:  Amen. 
 

 
Please Be Seated 
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THE WORD 
FIRST LESSON – Genesis 18:20-32 
Sermon Text 
 

20 Then the LORD said, “The outcry against Sodom and Gomorrah is so great and their sin so 
grievous 21 that I will go down and see if what they have done is as bad as the outcry that has 
reached me. If not, I will know.”  

22 The men turned away and went toward Sodom, but Abraham remained standing before the 
LORD. 23 Then Abraham approached him and said: “Will you sweep away the righteous with the 
wicked? 24 What if there are fifty righteous people in the city? Will you really sweep it away and not 
spare the place for the sake of the fifty righteous people in it? 25 Far be it from you to do such a 
thing—to kill the righteous with the wicked, treating the righteous and the wicked alike. Far be it 
from you! Will not the Judge of all the earth do right?”  

26 The LORD said, “If I find fifty righteous people in the city of Sodom, I will spare the whole place 
for their sake.”  

27 Then Abraham spoke up again: “Now that I have been so bold as to speak to the Lord, though I 
am nothing but dust and ashes, 28 what if the number of the righteous is five less than fifty? Will you 
destroy the whole city because of five people?”  

“If I find forty-five there,” he said, “I will not destroy it.”  
29 Once again he spoke to him, “What if only forty are found there?”  
He said, “For the sake of forty, I will not do it.”  
30 Then he said, “May the Lord not be angry, but let me speak. What if only thirty can be found 

there?”  
He answered, “I will not do it if I find thirty there.”  
31 Abraham said, “Now that I have been so bold as to speak to the Lord, what if only twenty can 

be found there?”  
He said, “For the sake of twenty, I will not destroy it.”  
32 Then he said, “May the Lord not be angry, but let me speak just once more. What if only ten 

can be found there?”  
He answered, “For the sake of ten, I will not destroy it.” 

 
 
SECOND LESSON – James 5:13-18 
Using the example of Elijah’s earnest prayers, James encourages a bold prayer life on behalf of others 
in keeping with the will of the Lord. Believers in Jesus are invited to boldly pray for the sick in both 
body and soul, and God promises to hear those prayers and to respond with forgiveness and healing. 
No wonder James can make such a sweeping statement: Is any of you in trouble? He should pray.  

 
13 Is any one of you in trouble? He should pray. Is anyone happy? Let him sing songs of praise.          

14 Is any one of you sick? He should call the elders of the church to pray over him and anoint him with 
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oil in the name of the Lord. 15 And the prayer offered in faith will make the sick person well; the Lord 
will raise him up. If he has sinned, he will be forgiven. 16 Therefore confess your sins to each other 
and pray for each other so that you may be healed. The prayer of a righteous man is powerful and 
effective.  

17 Elijah was a man just like us. He prayed earnestly that it would not rain, and it did not rain on 
the land for three and a half years. 18 Again he prayed, and the heavens gave rain, and the earth 
produced its crops. 
 
 
VERSE OF THE DAY 
M: Alleluia.  Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the words of eternal life. Alleluia. (John 6:68 ) 

 
 
Please stand 
 
HOLY GOSPEL  
M  The Gospel according to St. Luke chapter 11: 
C Glory be to you, O Lord! 
 
The disciples came to Jesus looking for help in learning to pray. Jesus responds coupling the spiritual-
gift petitions of the Lord’s Prayer with examples of the boldness with which our Father invites us to 
ask, seek, and knock. Rooted in the Word, these requests come from hearts of faith that have been 
taught to seek not only what we need but even what we want. Our confidence is this: we can come 
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again and again before our Father’s throne of grace knowing that every good and perfect gift comes 
from our dear Father to His dear children. 
 
One day Jesus was praying in a certain place. When he finished, one of his disciples said to him, 
“Lord, teach us to pray, just as John taught his disciples.”  

2 He said to them, “When you pray, say:  

“ ‘Father, 
hallowed be your name,  
your kingdom come. 

3Give us each day our daily bread.  
4Forgive us our sins,  

for we also forgive everyone who sins against us. 
And lead us not into temptation.’ ”  

5 Then he said to them, “Suppose one of you has a friend, and he goes to him at midnight and 
says, ‘Friend, lend me three loaves of bread, 6 because a friend of mine on a journey has come to me, 
and I have nothing to set before him.’  

7 “Then the one inside answers, ‘Don’t bother me. The door is already locked, and my children 
are with me in bed. I can’t get up and give you anything.’ 8 I tell you, though he will not get up and 
give him the bread because he is his friend, yet because of the man’s boldness he will get up and give 
him as much as he needs.  

9 “So I say to you: Ask and it will be given to you; seek and you will find; knock and the door will 
be opened to you. 10 For everyone who asks receives; he who seeks finds; and to him who knocks, 
the door will be opened.  

11 “Which of you fathers, if your son asks for a fish, will give him a snake instead? 12 Or if he asks 
for an egg, will give him a scorpion? 13 If you then, though you are evil, know how to give good gifts 
to your children, how much more will your Father in heaven give the Holy Spirit to those who ask 
him!” 
 
M This is the Gospel of the Lord! 
C:  Praise be to you, O Christ! 
 
Please Be Seated 
 
HYMN OF THE DAY “What a Friend We Have in Jesus” (CW 411) 
 
SERMON – Genesis 18:20-32 

“You Can Pray Boldly Because of Jesus!” 
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Please stand 
 
NICENE CREED 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, 
seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one being with 
the Father. Through Him all things were made. For us and for our salvation, He came down from 
heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary, and became fully human. For our 
sake He was crucified under Pontius Pilate. He suffered death and was buried. On the third day He 
rose again in accordance with the Scriptures. He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right 
hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and His kingdom 
will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and 
the Son, who in unity with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, who has spoken 
through the prophets. We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one 
baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead and the life of the 
world to come. Amen. 
 
Please Be Seated 
 
OFFERING 
 
Please stand 
 
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH  
 
Please Be Seated 
 
 

THE SACRAMENT 
PREFACE 
M:  The Lord be with you. 
C:  And also with you. 
M:  Lift up your hearts. 
C:  We lift them up to the Lord. 
M:  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C:  It is good and right so to do. 
 



9 

 

M:  It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in all places give You thanks, O Lord, holy 
Father, almighty and everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who has called us to be His 
own so that we may live under Him in His kingdom and serve Him in everlasting righteousness, 
innocence, and blessedness. Therefore, with all the saints on earth and hosts of heaven, we 
praise Your holy name and join their glorious song: 

 
HOLY, HOLY, HOLY (Tune CW 474) 

 
 
 
PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 
M: Blessed are You, O Lord of heaven and earth. We praise and thank You for sending Your Son, 

Jesus Christ, and we remember the great acts of love through which He has ransomed us from 
sin, death, and the devil’s power. 

By His incarnation, He became one with us. 
By His perfect life, He fulfilled Your holy will. 
By His innocent death, He overcame hell. 
By His rising from the grave, He opened heaven. 
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Invited by Your grace and instructed by Your Word, we approach Your table with repentant and 
joyful hearts. Strengthen us through Christ’s body and blood, and preserve us in the true faith 
until we feast with Him and all His ransomed people in glory everlasting. 

C: Amen. 
 
LORD’S PRAYER  
c: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on 

earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we 
forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 
evil.  For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

 
 
WORDS OF INSTITUTION  
M: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night He was 

betrayed, took bread; and when He had 
given thanks, He broke it and gave it to His 
disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is My + 
body, which is given for you. Do this in 
remembrance of Me.” 

  

 Then He took the cup, gave thanks, and gave 
it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of you; 
this is My + blood of the new covenant, 
which is poured out for you for the 
forgiveness of sins. Do this, whenever you 
drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 

  

M The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C: Amen.  
 

 
LAMB OF GOD 
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DISTRIBUTION OF THE LORD’S SUPPER 
Close Communion We ask that only those who have previously spoken to our pastor or are members 
in good standing of this or another WELS or ELS congregation come to Holy Communion today.  Our 
practice of Close Communion (which has been the practice of the Christian Church throughout the 
ages) is in no way trying to judge anyone’s faith.  What we are trying to do is follow the Bible’s clear 
teaching (I Corinthians 11) to first study God’s Word together.  As we do so, we can share with/review 
with you what the Lord’s Supper is all about.  You, then, also have an opportunity to examine what 
we believe and teach before you come to the Lord’s Supper here at St. Paul’s/Christ Lutheran and 
make a public profession that you agree with what we teach. 
 

If you have any questions about this or would like to commune at St. Paul’s in the future, please talk 
to Pastor after worship this morning.  He would love to sit down with you on your timetable and at 
your convenience and talk about these important matters. 
 
PRAYER BEFORE COMMUNION 
Lord, I am not worthy to be a guest at Your holy table.  But You are a friend of sinners, and You will 
not cast me out.  This bread is Your body, which bore my sins upon the tree.  This wine is Your blood, 
which purifies me from all guilt.  At Your invitation, I come rejoicing.  Receive me, my Savior.  Amen. 
 

DISTRIBUTION HYMNS  
 “Take and Eat” (CWS 741, which can be found on page 19 of this worship folder) 
 “Lord, Teach Us How to Pray Aright” (CW 412) 
 “I Lay My Sins on Jesus” (CW 372) 
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PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
Thank You, Lord Jesus Christ, for nourishing me in this sacrament with Your body and blood.  You 
have given me forgiveness, life, and salvation.  Let me always remain in You as a branch remains in 
the vine.  Send me out in the power of Your Spirit to live and work to Your praise and glory.  Amen. 
 
Please Stand 
 
SONG OF SIMEON (Tune CW 388) 

 

 
 
 
M: We give You thanks, O Lord, for the foretaste of the heavenly banquet that You have given us 

to eat and to drink in this sacrament. Through this gift You have fed our faith, nourished our 
hope, and strengthened our love. By Your Spirit help us to live as Your holy people until that 
day when You will receive us as Your guests at the wedding supper of the Lamb, who lives and 
reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  

C: Amen. 
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BLESSING  
M: The Lord bless you and keep you.  

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look on you with favor and + give you peace. 

C: Amen. 
 
Please Be Seated 
 
CLOSING HYMN “With the Lord Begin Your Task” (CW 478) 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

NEWS AND NOTES 
 
 

Pastor Fred Berger                      Principal Andrew Danner 
C-402-239-4509   O-402-656-3003                                    C-402-433-5349   O-402-656-4465 
pastorberger@gmail.com                                                                         danner@stpaulsplymouth.org 
 

 
Organist: Rachel Schroeder 
Teen Usher: Carter Holtmeier 
Greeters: Joel & Karen Schroeder 
Broadcast Announcers: Ethan Paxton, Brett Scheiding 
 

 

 
 
 
 

Today – Lily Weichel     Monday – Suzie Grummert, Ken Meints 
Tuesday – Matt Strein, Deb Weichel, Hayden Weishahn, 

          M/M Nic Gronemeyer, M/M Wade deKoning      
Wednesday – MacKenna Bergmeier, M/M Dave Hummel, M/M Dave Schmidt 

Thursday – Rich Newhouse, M/M Dave Scheele 
Saturday – Trevor Hueske, Jaelynne Kosmos, Britton Scheele      

 

 
 

              BIRTHDAYS AND ANNIVERSARIES 

mailto:pastorberger@gmail.com
mailto:danner@stpaulsplymouth.org
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Pastor Fred Berger (serving the vacancy at Christ Lutheran (WELS) in Beatrice) 
Cell-402-239-4509   Office-402-656-3003                                      pastorberger@gmail.com    
                                                   

                           
 

 
BIRTHDAYS AND ANNIVERSARIES 

 

Wednesday – Jeff Hoadley, M/M Larry Wollenburg 
Saturday – Jim Shepard 

 
Organist: Janice Pieper – Beatrice 
Elder: Gordon Crome 
Ushers: Ben Dwerlkotte, Braden Dwerlkotte 
 
 

 
This Week, By God’s Grace (August 11th – August 18th)

 
 
Save the Date 
❖ First Day of School – Aug. 14th  
❖ First Day of PSI Catechism – August 21st  
❖ Bible Class & Sun. School Resume–Sept. 15th 
❖ St. Paul’s Golf Outing – Sept.  22nd  

❖ Welcome Home Sunday – Oct. 20th  
❖ Reformation Sunday – Oct. 27th  
❖ Mission Festival – Nov. 3rd  

Today 
 
 
Monday 
 
Tuesday 
Wednesday 
 
Thursday 
 
Friday 
Sunday 
 
 

Worship with Communion at Christ Lutheran - Beatrice 
Worship with Communion 
 NELHS Opening Service 
Circuit Meeting at Mt. Olive, Lincoln 
Sharon Schroeder Funeral 
District Mission Board Chairman Meeting 
St. Paul’s School Opening Service (at church) 
School Early Dismissal 
Faculty Devotion 
LES Catechism 
Back-to-School BBQ 
Worship at Christ Lutheran - Beatrice 
Worship  
(Greeters: Nick Schroeder, Daryl Workman)  

 8:00am 
10:00am 

4:00pm 
9:00am 

10:30am 
11:00am 

8:30am 
11:30am 

7:15am 
8:30am 
6:00pm 
8:00am 

10:00am 
 
 

mailto:pastorberger@gmail.com


15 

 

 

Funeral Service—The Lord in His infinite wisdom called our dear sister, Sharon Schroeder, home 
to heaven August 3rd.  The funeral service will be held here at St. Paul’s tomorrow morning at 
10:30AM with the family prayer service at 10:00AM.  Following the committal at our church 
cemetery, there will be lunch served in the church basement by the ladies our congregation. 
 
Nebraska District Mission Board—On Monday, August 5th, Pastor Fred Berger was elected as 
chairman of the District Mission Board. Also, Pastor Aaron Schumann was appointed to fill 
Pastor Shane Krause’s position on the board. 
 
Fall Schedules—It is once again time to start compiling the various fall schedules.  If you have 
not served in the past but would like to be included on one of schedules starting this fall, please 
call the church office this week. Sunday morning service opportunities include the following: 

•  Sunday Morning Childcare 

•  Church Greeter  
Student Teachers—St. Paul’s Lutheran School is excited to welcome two student teachers from 
Martin Luther College this coming school year.  These two teachers-in-training will be arriving 
over Labor Day weekend and will be staying through the beginning of November.  Noah Panzer 
will be working with Mr. Danner in the 6th-8th grade room and Grace Cook will be with Mrs. 
Bekemeyer in the 4th-5th grade room.  Noah is from Marshfield, WI, and Grace is from West 
Salem, WI.  We are needing two host families to provide hospitality for our student teachers.  
Please consider if you could help us out.  Here are some expectations to consider: 

• Hosts are expected to provide the teacher candidate a private bedroom, bathroom 
access, an area to study, laundry service, and internet accessibility. 

• Hosts are expected to provide or arrange for meals each day.  We do not expect meals 
to be any more elaborate than customary for the host.  MLC does not expect teacher 
candidates to do their own grocery shopping.  Some may want to assist in meal 
preparation. 

• Both student teachers have their own vehicles. 

• MLC reimburses hosts for room and board up to $830. 

• One thing to note is that Miss Cook is allergic to pet dander from cats and dogs. 
If you are interested in hosting or have any questions, please speak with Mr. Danner.  Thank 
you. 

School Cleaning—Thank you to everyone who came last week and helped get the school ready 
for another wonderful year.  Your willingness to serve in this way is greatly appreciated! 
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St. Paul’s Yeti Tumblers—The Yeti Tumblers have arrived.  If you received a tumbler and have 
not already done so, please bring your $25 donation to the church office soon.  Also, after 
placing the first order, a number of individuals have expressed interest in purchasing a tumbler.  
A sign-up sheet has been placed on the back table for this.  We need a minimum order of 50 to 
go ahead with the order.  Thanks! 
 

Welcome to the Community—If you own a business in town or you know of a business in our 
area (big or small) and would like those who move into our community to know about it, 
consider dropping off 50 business cards or small coupons to the church office.  Pastor will put 
them into the St. Paul’s Yeti Tumblers when he stops by to welcome them to our community.  
Thanks for spreading the word about this! 
 

Wonderful Bible Class Instruction Opportunity – Beginning Sunday, September 15, Pastor Frank 
will begin a course entitled, “What Does the Bible Say?” This course will be taught at 9AM in the 
fellowship hall. Childcare and Sunday school will be available for those with children. Please be 
thinking about and praying for opportunities to invite a friend/family member/acquaintance/co-
worker/neighbor to join you for this Bible class. Flyers are available on the table in the front 
entrance to share with someone you would like to invite to the class. 
 
St. Paul’s Golf Outing – The 10th annual St. Paul’s Golf Outing will be held at Hidden Acres in 

 Beatrice on Sunday, September 22nd.  All golfers and skill levels are welcome.  
There will be two classes – the “Fun and Fellowship” class and the 
“Competitive” class.  The cost to play (including a cart) is $25 per person. 
There is a registration sheet available on the sign-up table in the front 
entrance of church. There is also a sign-up sheet for anyone willing to 
sponsor a hole ($50).  Hole sponsor contributions will go toward St. Paul’s 

Tuition assistance. After the golf outing, everyone is invited to stay for a meal on the Clubhouse 
Deck. 
 

 
 

St. Paul’s Magnets—There are new magnets on the “sign up” table as you come into 
church.  Please take one for your fridge and to hand to someone you know.  We’d 
LOVE to have them join us for worship! 
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Brainstorming Meeting—On Monday, July 15, the St. Paul’s elders and chairman met to discuss 
Christ Lutheran’s proposal that St. Paul’s in Plymouth work together with them in some way, 
shape, or form in God’s ministry.  After working through all the input from St. Paul’s members 
who sent emails or shared articles and thoughts on the matter, five thoughts prevailed as 
options to continue to consider.  Please read through these options and continue to direct your 
thoughts to the elders and chairman.  Our elders and chairman, along with two church council 
members from Christ Lutheran, will be meeting again on Monday, August 19 at 6:30PM in order 
to continue discussing this important decision. 
 Craig Scheele – 402-230-0293 – cscheele@diodecom.net 
 David Hummel – 402-446-2089 – dkh.hummel@gmail.com 
 Gail Schroeder – 402-806-9953 – gnsschro@hotmail.com 
 Dallas Christ – 402-520-1022 – big.d.nebr@gmail.com 
 Wendell Gronemeyer – 402-520-5196 – wgronemeyer@diodecom.net 
 Steve Freese (congregational chairman) – 402-239-6640 – ssfreese_2000@yahoo.com 

1) Typical Dual Parish.  This would emulate Clatonia and Cortland.  There are two congregational 
rosters.  There are two congregational leaderships. There are two buildings to upkeep.  There is 
one pastor.  
(Note: the elders do not feel that this is a sustainable workload for one pastor in our situation.) 
 

2) A-Typical Dual Parish.  This difference here is that there would be one full-time pastor in 
Plymouth and one pastor who is split between Plymouth and Beatrice.  There are still two 
congregational rosters.  There are two congregational leaderships.  There are two buildings to 
upkeep.  
(Note: the elders feel this would breed a “them” versus “us” mentality. It would be difficult for 
Beatrice to have a growing and sustainable ministry with a “50% guy.” It would be hard to define 
what a “50% guy” even means in ministry terms.) 
 

3) Multi-Site Ministry.  This would emulate what various ministries in the WELS are trying.  
January, February, and March 2019 issues of the Forward in Christ magazine have articles giving 
examples of these.  There is one congregational roster.  There is one congregational leadership.  
There are two buildings to upkeep.  There are two pastors.  
(Note: the possible downside to this option would be the upkeep of an additional building, 
coordinating service times, and figuring out what ministries to have in each location – i.e. 
Sunday School, VBS, etc.) 
4) Amalgamation.  We would ask Christ Lutheran if they wanted to fully amalgamate.  In this 
scenario, there is one congregational roster.  There is one congregational leadership.  There is 
one building to upkeep.  St. Paul’s would call a second pastor and centrally located, look to 
reach out to the entire Tri-County area as a “destination church.” 

mailto:wgronemeyer@diodecom.net
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(Note: the possible downside to this option is that some might not be willing/able to travel 15 
miles from Beatrice to worship in Plymouth, although we do have examples of members 
attending every Sunday from much farther away.  If transportation is a serious stumbling block, 
our bus could run on Sunday morning like it did on Good Friday and Easter.  With the new 
school, St. Paul’s is well suited for a large Sunday School program, VBS, Christmas For Kids, 
Easter For Kids, as well as five called teachers to organize these efforts.) 

 

5) Remain as separate congregations.  Christ Lutheran would go back to the drawing board 
(other options for them include calling a part-time pastor or calling a full-time pastor and 
subsidizing their home fund offerings with savings).  St. Paul’s would look into feasibility of 
calling a second pastor or a vicar to help serve the congregation in Plymouth. 
 

Thank you for reading through this, your prayers, your wisdom, and your thoughts as we 

continue to work through this decision in an orderly way to the glory of God.  
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