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The Common Service 
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Welcome! 
 

Thank you for joining us for worship today! 

We pray that your spiritual life will be nourished through Word and Sacrament. 

 
 If you desire, there is a nursery in the back on the west side of the church, but know that 

your children are ALWAYS welcome in our service no matter how much noise they make. 
We’re happy to have them hear the Word and join us praising God with their voices! 
 

 Before you leave, please sign the guest register.  It is located on the top of the stairs in the 
church entryway. 

 
 Please talk to one of the Elders (seated in the back of the church) if you have questions 

about the service or the congregation. 
 
 Prayers before Worship can be found in Christian Worship – A Lutheran Hymnal, pages 10-

11.   
 
 

Broadcast Sponsor 
 

Our broadcast today is sponsored by the children of Mark and Deb Wells in honor of 35 years of 
marriage. Mark and Deb will be celebrating their anniversary on August 1st.  We thank God for 
the past 35 years of marriage and pray for His continued blessings in the future. 
 
 
 

Focus for Our Worship 
 

The greatest possession God gives us is the gift of faith.  With faith we also have the forgiveness 
of all our sins and the certain hope of eternal life in heaven.  May we never lose that precious 
gift. 
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Public Recognition of a Private Baptism 
The Common Service - page 15 of Christian Worship 

 

Children’s Choir “Come to Jesus” – Chris Rice 
 
HYMN “God’s Own Child, I Gladly Say It” (CWS 737, st. 1) 

N God’s own child, I gladly say it: I am baptized into Christ! 
He, because I could not pay it, Gave my full redemption price. 

Do I need earth’s treasures many? I have one worth more than any 
That brought me salvation free, Lasting to eternity! 

    (Reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-711841) 

 
INVOCATION 

M   The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit 
 be with you. 
C   And also with you. 
 

CONFESSION OF SINS 
M Our Savior Jesus Christ commanded baptism when He said: “Go and make disciples of all 
 nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.”  All of 
 us are born into this world with a deep need for baptism.  From our parents we inherit a sinful 
 nature; we are without true fear of God and true faith in God and are condemned to eternal 
 death.  But Jesus took away our sin by giving His life on the cross.  At our baptism He clothes 
 us with the robe of His righteousness and gives us a new life.  Our sinful nature need not 
 control us any longer. We recall what baptism means for our daily lives as we speak these 
 words: 
C Baptism means that the sinful nature in us should be drowned by daily sorrow and 
 repentance, and that all its evil deeds and desires be put to death.  It also means that a new 
 person should daily arise to live before God in righteousness and purity forever. 
 
M As baptized children of God we confess our sins: 
C Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful, and that I have disobeyed You 
 in my thoughts, words, and actions. I have done what is evil and failed to do what is good. 
 For this I deserve Your punishment both now and in eternity. But I am truly sorry for my sins, 
 and trusting in my Savior Jesus Christ, I pray: Lord, have mercy on me, a sinner.  
 
M God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has given His only Son to be the atoning 
 sacrifice for our sins. Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by His authority, I forgive you 
 all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.  
C   Amen. 
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M:  Receive the sign of the cross on the head % and heart % to mark you as 
one redeemed by Christ.  

 

M: Before the Lord and His church, I ask you, was Bethany baptized in the 
name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit?   

R:  Yes, Bethany was baptized in the name of the Father and of the Son 
and of the Holy Spirit.  

M: In having Bethany baptized, you followed the Lord’s command to baptize all nations. Jesus 
Himself specifically invited little children to become a part of His kingdom when He said, 
“‘Let the little children come to me, and do not hinder them, for the kingdom of God 
belongs to such as these. I tell you the truth, anyone who will not receive the kingdom of 
God like a little child will never enter it.’ And He took the children in His arms, put His 
hands on them and blessed them.” 

M: The Almighty God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, has forgiven all your sins.  By your 
baptism, you are born again and made a dear child of your Father in heaven. May God 
strengthen you to live in your baptismal grace all the days of your life. Peace be with you. 

 

EXHORTATION 
M:  Brothers and Sisters in Christ: 
 Our Lord commands that we teach His precious truths to all who are baptized. Christian love 

therefore urges all of us, especially parents and witnesses, to assist in whatever manner 
possible so that Bethany may remain a child of God until death. If you are willing to accept 
this responsibility, then answer: Yes, as God gives me strength. 

C:  Yes, as God gives me strength. 
  
M: Let us pray: Merciful Father in heaven, we thank You for the blessing of baptism by which 

You offer and grant the forgiveness of sins, life, and salvation. Help us each to look back on 
our baptism and remember the white robe of righteousness You adorned us with as You 
made us Your children.  Look with special favor on Bethany and grant her a rich measure of 
Your Spirit that she may grow in faith and godly living.  Make us willing to carry out our 
responsibilities as parents, witnesses, friends, and family so that one day all of us will finally 
come to the blessed joys of heaven, through Jesus our Lord. 

 C: Amen. 
 
HYMN “God’s Own Child, I Gladly Say It” (CWS 737, st. 5) 

N There is nothing worth comparing To this lifelong comfort sure! 
Open-eyed my grave is staring: Even there I’ll sleep secure. 

Though my flesh awaits its raising, Still my soul continues praising: 
I am baptized into Christ; I’m a child of paradise! 

 

     (Reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-711841) 
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M In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 
Prayer of the Day  
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M: The Lord be with you.  

 
 
M:  Let us pray.  God of all power and might, You are the giver of all that is good.  Help us love 
 You with all our heart, strengthen us in true faith, provide us with all we need, and keep us 
 safe in Your care; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You 
 and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  

 
 
 
 

 
First Lesson – 2 Samuel 22:1-4, 47-51 
David sang to the LORD the words of this song when the LORD delivered him from the hand of all 
his enemies and from the hand of Saul. 2 He said:  

“The LORD is my rock, my fortress and my deliverer;  
3 my God is my rock, in whom I take refuge,  

my shield and the horn of my salvation.  
He is my stronghold, my refuge and my savior—  

from violent men you save me.  
4 I call to the LORD, who is worthy of praise,  

and I am saved from my enemies. i1 
47 “The LORD lives! Praise be to my Rock!  

Exalted be God, the Rock, my Savior!  
48 He is the God who avenges me,  

who puts the nations under me,  
49 who sets me free from my enemies.  

You exalted me above my foes;  
from violent men you rescued me.  

50 Therefore I will praise you, O LORD, among the nations;  
I will sing praises to your name.  

51 He gives his king great victories;  
he shows unfailing kindness to his anointed,  
to David and his descendants forever.”  
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Psalm of the Day —  Psalm 121, found on p. 112 in the front portion of the hymnal    
      
Second Lesson — Romans 7:15-25a 
15 I do not understand what I do. For what I want to do I do not do, but what I hate I do. 16 And if 
I do what I do not want to do, I agree that the law is good. 17 As it is, it is no longer I myself who 
do it, but it is sin living in me. 18 I know that nothing good lives in me, that is, in my sinful nature. 
For I have the desire to do what is good, but I cannot carry it out. 19 For what I do is not the good 
I want to do; no, the evil I do not want to do—this I keep on doing. 20 Now if I do what I do not 
want to do, it is no longer I who do it, but it is sin living in me that does it.  

21 So I find this law at work: When I want to do good, evil is right there with me. 22 For in my 
inner being I delight in God’s law; 23 but I see another law at work in the members of my body, 
waging war against the law of my mind and making me a prisoner of the law of sin at work 
within my members. 24 What a wretched man I am! Who will rescue me from this body of death? 
25 Thanks be to God—through Jesus Christ our Lord!  

 
Verse of the Day — Luke 8:15 
M  Alleluia. Happy are they who hear the Word, hold it fast in an honest and good heart, and 
 bring forth fruit with patience. Alleluia. 

 
  
 
 

 
Holy Gospel —Matthew 13:44-51 
 

M:  The Gospel of St. Matthew chapter 13, beginning at verse 44:  
 
 
 
 

44 “The kingdom of heaven is like treasure hidden in a field. When a man found it, he hid it 
again, and then in his joy went and sold all he had and bought that field.  

45 “Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a merchant looking for fine pearls. 46 When he found 
one of great value, he went away and sold everything he had and bought it.  

47 “Once again, the kingdom of heaven is like a net that was let down into the lake and 
caught all kinds of fish. 48 When it was full, the fishermen pulled it up on the shore. Then they sat 
down and collected the good fish in baskets, but threw the bad away. 49 This is how it will be at 
the end of the age. The angels will come and separate the wicked from the righteous 50 and 
throw them into the fiery furnace, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.  

51 “Have you understood all these things?” Jesus asked.  
“Yes,” they replied.  
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M  This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

 
 
APOSTLES’ CREED 
 I believe in God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 
 

 I believe in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born 
of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried. 

  He descended into hell. The third day He rose again from the dead. He ascended into 
heaven and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty. From there He will 
come to judge the living and the dead. 

 

 I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the 
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 
Hymn of the Day “Oh, that I Had a Thousand Voices” (CW 242) 
 
Sermon — Matthew 13:45-46 “Do You Have the Pearl of Great Price?” 

 

 
After the sermon, the congregation sings: 
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Offering  
 
Prayer of the Church 
 
Lord’s Prayer 
c:   Our Father, who art in heaven,  
    hallowed be Thy name,  
    Thy kingdom come,  
    Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  
   Give us this day our daily bread;  
   and forgive us our trespasses,  
    as we forgive those who trespass against us;  
    and lead us not into temptation,  
    but deliver us from evil.  
   For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory  
    forever and ever. Amen. 
 

Hymn “How Precious Is the Book Divine” (CW 284) 
 
M  Almighty God, grant to Your Church the Holy Spirit and the wisdom that comes from above. 

Let nothing hinder Your Word from being freely proclaimed to the joy and edifying of 
Christ’s holy people, so that we may serve You in steadfast faith and confess Your name as 
long as we live, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 
 
M The Lord bless you and keep you.  

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.  
The Lord look on you with favor and + give you peace.  

 
 
Closing Hymn “God’s Word Is Our Great Heritage” (CW 293) 
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NOTES AND NEWS 
 

Pastor Fred Berger                     Principal Andrew Danner 
C-402-239-4509   O-402-656-3003  C-402-433-5349   O-402-656-4465 
pastorberger@gmail.com         danner@stpaulsplymouth.org 
 

Organist: Angey Carrel 
Teen Usher: Christian Benash 
Greeters: Ryan & Dawn Meyer 
Broadcast Announcers: Eric Bekemeyer, Michael Wells 
        

 

 

This Week, By God’s Grace (July 23rd –  July 30th) 

 

BIRTHDAYS AND ANNIVERSARIES 
Today –M/M Justin Weichel, M/M Josh Swartz 

Monday – Bryan Paxton 
Tuesday – Alina Bekemeyer 

Wednesday – M/M Brian Burger 
Thursday – Rebecca Hueske, M/M Derek Weichel 

Friday – Denice Howell 
Saturday – Alverta Wells, Makiah Swartz 

Sunday – Lane Weichel, Addison Paxton, Alex Paxton 
 

In Our Prayers 
 Sharon Schroeder – she was a patient at Beatrice Community Hospital for tests earlier 

last week and returned home on Thursday. 
 Evelyn Yost – she remains at the Madonna, where she continues with dialysis 

treatments. . 
 Asher Willis Gronemeyer – he remains at Methodist Women’s Hospital in Omaha, where 

he has been moved to a “big boy” crib. He now weighs 4 pounds. 

Today 
Thursday 
 
Fri–Sun 
Saturday 
Sunday 
 
Sun–Wed 

Worship (Reaffirmation of Baptism of Bethany Schroeder)  
Men’s Work Group 
Ladies Aid 
Youth Camp Jefferson 
NELHS Golf Tournament – Norfolk 
Worship with Communion  
(Greeters: Stan & Mary Hueske) 
Teen Camp Jefferson 

10:00am 
2:00pm 
2:30pm 

 
 

10:00am 

mailto:pastorberger@gmail.com
mailto:danner@stpaulsplymouth.org
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Thank You – A big thank you for all the cards, phone calls, visits, birthday wishes, flowers, 
prayers of thanksgiving, etc. for my birthday! I enjoyed visiting and/or hearing from all of you, 
and I can’t begin to adequately express my gratitude for your kindness and thoughtfulness. How 
wonderful to have my church family join me in thanking God for the numerous blessings I have 
enjoyed throughout the past 99 years!   In Christian Love,  
           Ella Nispel  
 
NELHS Golf Outing—The need for tuition assistance at NELHS has never been greater.  A fun 

way to help provide support is through the annual NELHS golf outing. This 
year the golf outing moves to Norfolk at the beautiful Eldorado Hills Golf 
Course.  The date for the event is Saturday, July 29.  We hope you can 
gather some friends and join us for golf.  If you can't make it or are not a 
golfer, consider sponsoring a hole.   It appears our school is growing and 
there will be more families that need assistance, so every dollar counts.  
Forms for golf registration and hole sponsorship are available on the table 
in the front entrance. 

 
Summer Music—If you’d like to use the musical gifts God has given you in worship this summer 
(piano, another instrument, solo, duet, etc), please speak to pastor at any time. 
 
Pastor Berger Out of Town—Pastor Berger will be out of town this week visiting family in 
Wisconsin.  If pastoral assistance is needed, please contact the church office and Pastor Frank. 
Cookies/Brownies—Our congregation will be serving ice cream and 
cookies/brownies for the ice cream social following the Plymouth 125th 
anniversary parade on Sunday, August 13th.  If you would be willing to help provide 
cookies/brownies for this event, please sign the sheet on the table in the front 
entrance.  Cookies/brownies will need to be brought to the kitchenette area in the 
church addition by the morning of August 13th.  Thank you! 
 
St. Paul’s Golf Outing—The 8th annual St. Paul’s Golf Outing will be held at Hidden Acres in 
Beatrice on Sunday, September 24th.  All golfers and skill levels are welcome.  There will be two 
classes – the “Fun and Fellowship” class and the “Competitive” class.  The cost to play (including 
a cart) is $20 per person. There is a registration sheet available on the table in the front 
entrance of church. There is also a sign-up sheet for anyone willing to sponsor a hole ($50).  
Hole sponsor contributions will go toward St. Paul’s Tuition assistance. After the golf outing, 
everyone is invited to Dallas and Vickie Christ’s shed for supper! 
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Men Singers—We would like to put together a Men's Choir song for the service on Sunday, 
August 13th (Throwback Sunday & Plymouth 125th).  Previous Men's Choir singers and new men 
singers are all welcome!  Please speak to Wes or Cari Schroeder if you are interested.  Once the 
group is assembled we'll decide on a few practice dates.   

St. Paul’s Teen Trap Shoot Outing—There will be a St. Paul’s Trap Shoot Outing for our teens at 
the Fairbury Gun Club (56855 714th Rd., Fairbury, NE - next to the 
Fairbury Airport) on Sunday, August 6th.   Any teen (6th grade and up) 
who is interested in trying out shooting trap is welcome, but we do 
need a parent there for safety reasons. Mile Holes, Fairbury Trap 
Coach and certified 4H Shooting Sports Instructor will be present. 
Parents and grandparents are welcome to come and shoot too. If you 

are able, please bring along eye and ear protection. The shoot will begin around 2:00 p.m. The 
cost is $5 (25 clays) to the Fairbury Gun Club, payable at the end.  Please let Doyle (402-587-
0859) or Joann Kerwood (402-587-0555) or Renee Bartlett (402-430-4519) know if you are 
planning to attend, or sign the sheet on the table in the front entrance. Hope to see you there!  
 
 

 
Quarterly Meeting Highlights  

Sunday, July 16, 2017 - 11:00 AM 
 

Pastor Berger opened the meeting with prayer. 
 
The secretary’s minutes from the April 23rd meeting were approved as presented. 
 
Elders: 

➢ A motion was made and seconded to accept the 2017 confirmation class (Natalie 
Hueske, Faith Jurgens, Anna Schmidt) as communicant members. 

➢ Motions were made and seconded to accept Gene Musil, Sue Roberts, Kirk Holtmeier, 
Christa Holtmeier, and Hannah Holtmeier as communicant members, and Carter and 
Sage Holtmeier as baptized souls.  Motions carried. 

 
Board of Education: 

➢ Principal Danner reported that four students have transferred to other schools, leaving 
58 students in K-8 and 21 in preschool for the upcoming school year.   

➢ Thanks were expressed for all those who helped with Vacation Bible School.  There were 
88 students in attendance. 

➢ The school staff is in the process of preparing for the new school year and working with 
new technology.  This year’s school theme will be “We Follow the Good Shepherd.”  
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➢ School cleaning will be in early August and Orientation will be held August 9th, with the 
first day of school being August 16th. 

➢ The PTO will be preparing a float for the Plymouth 125th parade on August 13th. 
➢ Students from St. Paul’s will be attending an Eclipse viewing at NELHS. 
➢ Volunteers are always needed to help with various tasks at school. 
➢ Dave Schmidt presented the school’s financial report. 

Trustees: 
➢ Tom Hueske reported on the leaks in the church addition and at the teacherage. 
➢ We are still waiting to receive one more bid for church steeple repairs. 
➢ A walk-through at the teacherage still needs to be completed. 
➢ A work day will be scheduled for later this fall. 

 
Broadcast Committee: 

➢ Don Wurm reported that the broadcast system seems to be working well.  
➢ The possibility of airing the broadcasts on Thanksgiving Day, Christmas Eve, and 

Christmas Day is being looked into.  
 

Endowment Committee 
➢ Calvin Weichel referred voters to page 8 of the Quarterly Report.  The committee is 

utilizing a new system and reporting format with graphs.  This seems to be working well. 
 

NELHS Report: 
➢ The following items were highlighted by Chairman Burger as shared by Derek Weichel: 

• On Sunday, July 9, Pastor Rockhoff of Wichita, KS was called to be our new Campus 
Pastor, as Pastor Haakenson has accepted the call to develop a Hispanic ministry in 
Waukegan, Illinois. 

• 15 students graduated in May, those graduates won $677,000 in scholarships. 

• We had two new tutors assigned. Ben Olsen will be working in the boys' dorm and 
teaching Spanish. Sarah Schulte will be working in the girls' dorm and will also be 
doing some teaching. 

• The boys track team won the district championship for the first time in school history 
and 10 students qualified for the state track meet. 

• Everyone is encouraged to participate in the tuition assistance golf outing that will be 
held at Eldorado Hills Golf Course in Norfolk on July 29. 

• New furniture is being purchased for the dorm rooms and all the dorm rooms are 
being painted this summer. 

• Everyone is encouraged to consider supporting NELHS through the "This Is Our 
School" campaign.  

• So far, 30 new students have enrolled for the coming school year. 
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➢ It was noted that last year’s budget has been met, and efforts are being made to pay 
down the debt. 

➢ Our school was commended for the large amount of scholarships our graduates 
received.   

 
Pastor Berger’s Report: 

➢ Pastor Berger highlighted the following: 

• A new Catechism has been released by Northwestern Publishing House and is being 
used for Bible Study with the members of the Ladies Aid and the faculty. 

• Preparations are being made for the teaching staff and curriculum for the upcoming 
Sunday school year. Jake Carrel has agreed to serve as our Sunday school 
superintendent.  

• Contacts made through Growing in Hope BIC classes are being pursued.  

• Three weddings have been scheduled for next year. 

• Pastor and his family will be out of town and visiting family in Wisconsin for the next 
two weeks. 

• District/Synod work:   
o Pastor continues to meet and work with the Sarpy County Mission Start. 
o He is working on devotions for Meditation; a conference paper for in October; 

a Circuit Reformation Walk at NELHS on October 21 (we are in charge of 
teaching about indulgence sales); and is scheduled to preach for the 
Reformation 500 celebration in Kansas City. 

 
Other Business: 

➢ It was noted that funds are in place for the second phase of our organ repairs.  John 
Nolte has been contacted and is planning to be here the end of December to begin 
those repairs.  As in the past, volunteers will be needed. 

➢ Beatrice Fire Protection is updating the fire extinguishers in church and school (they 
were 5 years out of date…we are now on their list so they come regularly every year). 
 

The meeting closed with the singing of the Doxology. 
 
                                                           
 

 

 


