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St. Paul’s Evangelical Lutheran Church & SCHOOL 

Plymouth, Nebraska 

stpaulsplymouth.org 
 

In an ever-changing world, St. Paul’s Evangelical Lutheran Church exists to build Christ’s kingdom in 

people’s hearts with the un-changing Gospel of Jesus Christ. 
 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++  
 

June 26th, 2016 
Pentecost 6 

 

Welcome — To friends who know us, we 
renew our welcome; to those who are visiting 
us for the first time, we extend a warm 
welcome; to those who seek a church home, 
we offer fellowship with the living Savior. We 
pray that your time with us this morning is a 
blessing to you. Before you leave, please sign 
our guest book located in the front entrance. 
And be sure to worship with us again! 
 
Broadcast Sponsor — Our broadcast today is 
sponsored by Kevin and Kari Jo (Molzer) 
Johnson. We are thankful for the blessing of 
the broadcasts aired each week, as Ken and 
Charlotte Molzer watch them faithfully. We 
also celebrate Charlotte’s birthday and praise 
the Lord for this day. 

Prayers before Worship — can be found in 
Christian Worship—A Lutheran Hymnal, 
pages 10-11.  Personal preparation for the 
Lord’s Supper is found on p. 156. 
 
Focus for Our Worship — Today we continue 
a sermon series called “Postcards from Paul.”  
We are studying Paul in part of his second 
missionary journey as recorded in the book of 
Acts from 
Philippi to 
Thessalonica to 
Berea to 
Athens.  Today 
we focus on 
Paul in Berea. 

                                             
 

 

 

SERVICE OF WORD AND SACRAMENT 
(Christian Worship p. 26) 

 
 
 

OPENING HYMN “Speak O Lord” (CWS 735) – page 12 of the worship folder 
 

M: The grace of our Lord  Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be 
with you.  

C:    And also with you. 
 

CONFESSION OF SINS and HOLY ABSOLUTION 
M: God invites us to come into His presence and worship Him with humble and penitent hearts.  

Therefore, let us acknowledge our sinfulness and ask Him to forgive us.  
C: Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful and that I have disobeyed You in 

my thoughts, words, and actions. I have done what is evil and failed to do what is good. For 
this I deserve Your punishment both now and in eternity. But I am truly sorry for my sins, and 
trusting in my Savior Jesus Christ, I pray: Lord, have mercy on me, a sinner.  
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M: God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has given His only Son to be the atoning 
sacrifice for our sins. Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by His authority, I forgive you 
all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son  and of the Holy Spirit.  

C:    Amen. 
 
LORD, HAVE MERCY 
M: For all that we need in life and for the wisdom to use all Your gifts with gratitude and joy, hear 

our prayer, O Lord. 

 
 
 

M: For the steadfast assurance that nothing can separate us from Your love and for the courage to 
stand firm against the assaults of Satan and every evil, hear our prayer, O Christ. 

 
 
 

M: For the well-being of Your holy Church in all the world and for those who offer here their 
worship and praise, hear our prayer, O Lord. 

 
 
 

M: Merciful God, maker and preserver of life, uphold us by Your power and keep us in Your tender 
care: 

 
 
 

 M:  The works of the Lord are great and glorious; His name is worthy of praise. 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 
M: O Lord, keep us steadfast in Your Word.  Make it a lamp for our feet and a light for our path as 

we journey  through this life.  Let it guide us in our decisions, let us search it for answers, let us 
find in it the most wonderful and comforting message that our sins are forgiven; through Jesus 
Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

   

 
FIRST LESSON — 2 Timothy 3:1-17 

  

But mark this: There will be terrible times in the last days. 2 People will be lovers of themselves, 
lovers of money, boastful, proud, abusive, disobedient to their parents, ungrateful, unholy, 3 

without love, unforgiving, slanderous, without self-control, brutal, not lovers of the good, 4 

treacherous, rash, conceited, lovers of pleasure rather than lovers of God— 5 having a form of 
godliness but denying its power. Have nothing to do with them.  
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6 They are the kind who worm their way into homes and gain control over weak-willed women, 
who are loaded down with sins and are swayed by all kinds of evil desires, 7 always learning but 
never able to acknowledge the truth. 8 Just as Jannes and Jambres opposed Moses, so also these 
men oppose the truth—men of depraved minds, who, as far as the faith is concerned, are rejected. 
9 But they will not get very far because, as in the case of those men, their folly will be clear to 
everyone.  

10 You, however, know all about my teaching, my way of life, my purpose, faith, patience, love, 
endurance, 11 persecutions, sufferings—what kinds of things happened to me in Antioch, Iconium 
and Lystra, the persecutions I endured. Yet the Lord rescued me from all of them. 12 In fact, 
everyone who wants to live a godly life in Christ Jesus will be persecuted, 13 while evil men and 
impostors will go from bad to worse, deceiving and being deceived. 14 But as for you, continue in 
what you have learned and have become convinced of, because you know those from whom you 
learned it, 15 and how from infancy you have known the holy Scriptures, which are able to make you 
wise for salvation through faith in Christ Jesus. 16 All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for 
teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness, 17 so that the man of God may be 
thoroughly equipped for every good work. 
  
 VERSE OF DAY — Isaiah 8:20 
 To the law and to the testimony! If they do not speak according to this word, they have no light of 
dawn. 
 
  

 
 
HOLY GOSPEL — Luke 4:1-13 

  

Jesus, full of the Holy Spirit, returned from the Jordan and was led by the Spirit in the desert, 2 

where for forty days he was tempted by the devil. He ate nothing during those days, and at the end 
of them he was hungry.  

3 The devil said to him, “If you are the Son of God, tell this stone to become bread.”  
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4 Jesus answered, “It is written: ‘Man does not live on bread alone.’”  
5 The devil led him up to a high place and showed him in an instant all the kingdoms of the world. 

6 And he said to him, “I will give you all their authority and splendor, for it has been given to me, and 
I can give it to anyone I want to. 7 So if you worship me, it will all be yours.”  

8 Jesus answered, “It is written: ‘Worship the Lord your God and serve him only.’”  
9 The devil led him to Jerusalem and had him stand on the highest point of the temple. “If you are 

the Son of God,” he said, “throw yourself down from here. 10 For it is written:  
“ ‘He will command his angels concerning you to guard you carefully; 11they will lift you up in their 
hands, so that you will not strike your foot against a stone.’ ”  

12 Jesus answered, “It says: ‘Do not put the Lord your God to the test.’”  
13 When the devil had finished all this tempting, he left him until an opportune time. 

    
 

HYMN OF THE DAY “Speak, O Savior; I Am Listening” (CW 283) 
 
 

SERMON        
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Brothers and Sisters at St. Paul’s Lutheran 
106 East Highway 4 

Plymouth, NE 68424 

10 As soon as it was night, the brothers 
sent Paul and Silas away to Berea. On 
arriving there, they went to the Jewish 
synagogue. 11 Now the Bereans were of 
more noble character than the 
Thessalonians, for they received the 
message with great eagerness and 
examined the Scriptures every day to see 
if what Paul said was true. 12 Many of the 
Jews believed, as did also a number of 
prominent Greek women and many 
Greek men.  

13 When the Jews in Thessalonica 
learned that Paul was preaching the word 
of God at Berea, they went there too, 
agitating the crowds and stirring them 
up. 14 The brothers immediately sent Paul 
to the coast, but Silas and Timothy stayed 
at Berea. 15 The men who escorted Paul 
brought him to Athens and then left with 
instructions for Silas and Timothy to join 
him as soon as possible. (Acts 17:10-15) 
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NICENE CREED  

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, 
seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one being with 
the Father. Through Him all things were made. For us and for our salvation, He came down from 
heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary, and became fully human. For our 
sake He was crucified under Pontius Pilate. He suffered death and was buried. On the third day 
He rose again in accordance with the Scriptures. He ascended into heaven and is seated at the 
right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and His 
kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and 
the Son, who in unity with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, who has spoken 
through the prophets. We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church. We acknowledge 
one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead and the life of 
the world to come.  Amen. 
 
OFFERING   
 
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH  
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LORD’S PRAYER 
 

C: Our Father, who art in heaven,  

    hallowed be Thy name,  
    Thy kingdom come,  
    Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  
 

Give us this day our daily bread;  
 and forgive us our trespasses,  
  as we forgive those who trespass against us;  
 and lead us not into temptation,  
 but deliver us from evil.  
 For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory  
  forever and ever. Amen. 

 
 

THE SACRAMENT 
M: The Lord be with you. 

 
 

M: Lift up your hearts. 

 
 

M: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

 
 

M: Praise to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! In love He has blessed us with every 
spiritual blessing. He sends the Holy Spirit to testify that we are his children and to strengthen 
us when we are weak. Now have come the salvation and the power and the kingdom of our 
God and the authority of His Christ. To Him who sits on the throne and to the Lamb be praise 
and thanks and honor and glory for ever and ever. 
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WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
M: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night He was betrayed, took bread; and when He had given 

thanks, He broke it and gave it to His disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is My  body, which 
is given for you. Do this in remembrance of Me.” 

 

Then He took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of you; this is 
My  blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for the forgiveness of sins. Do 
this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 
 

The peace of the Lord be with you always.  

 
 
 
LAMB OF GOD 
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CLOSE COMMUNION We ask that only those who have previously spoken to our pastor or are members in good 
standing of this or another WELS or ELS congregation come to Holy Communion today.  Our practice of Close 
Communion (which has been the practice of the Christian Church throughout the ages) is in no way trying to judge 
anyone’s faith.  What we are trying to do is follow the Bible’s clear teaching (I Corinthians 11) to first study God’s 
Word together.  As we do so, we can share with/review with you what the Lord’s Supper is all about.  You, then, also 
have an opportunity to examine what we believe and teach before you come to the Lord’s Supper here at St. Paul’s 
and make a public profession that you agree with what we teach. 
 

If you have any questions about this or would like to commune at St. Paul’s in the future, please talk to the pastor 
after worship this morning.  He would love to sit down with you on your timetable and at your convenience and talk 

about these important matters. 

 
 

DISTRIBUTION OF THE LORD’S SUPPER 
 

Distribution Hymns: “Thy Strong Word” (CW280) 
             “O Jesus Blessed Lord, to Thee” (CW 316) 
             “In Unity and Peace” (CWS 773) – page 13 of the worship folder 
   
   
THANK THE LORD 
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M:  Hear the prayer of Your people, O Lord, that the lips which have praised You here may glorify 
You in the world, that the eyes which have seen the coming of Your Son may long for His 
coming again, and that all who have received in His true body and blood the pledge of Your 
forgiveness may be restored to live a new and holy life, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who 
lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  

 
 

M: Brothers and sisters, go in peace.  Live in harmony with one another.  Serve the Lord with 
gladness. 
The Lord bless you and keep you.  
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.  
The Lord look on you with favor and  give you peace.  

 
 

 
CLOSING HYMN “God’s Word Is Our Great Heritage” (CW 293) 
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NOTES AND NEWS  
June 26th, 2016 

 

Pastor Fred Berger                      Principal Andrew Danner 
C-402-239-4509   O-402-656-3003    C-402-433-5349   O-402-656-4465 
pastorberger@gmail.com          danner@stpaulsplymouth.org 
 

Organist: Joan Hummel 
Teen Usher: Johnathan Kerwood 
Greeters: Stan & Mary Hueske 
Broadcast Announcers: Tom Hueske, Neil Bekemeyer 
 
 
 

 

BIRTHDAYS AND ANNIVERSARIES 
Sunday – Colton Jantzen  Monday – Wendell Gronemeyer, M/M Wes Schroeder, Kenzie Strein 

Tuesday – Chase Christ, Mikhaela Bergmeier   Thursday – Judy Frank 
Friday – Megan Horak, Lola Gronemeyer, Owen Bartels  
Sunday – Brian Weishahn, Melissa Bruna, Jody Swartz 

 
 
 

This Week, By God’s Grace (June 26
th

 - July 3
rd

) 
Today 
 
Monday 
 
Tues.-Sat. 
Thursday 
Saturday 
Sunday 

Worship-Communion 
Broadcast and Endowment Committee Meetings 
Worship with communion 
Elders’ Meeting 
International Youth Rally – Fort Collins, CO 
Men’s “Fix-It” Group 
Unload Becky Briney at Teacherage 
Worship 
(Greeters: Tim & Sue Likens) 
Van Drivers’ Meeting 
 
 

10:00am 
11:15am 

7:30pm 
8:30pm 

 
9:00am 

10:00am 
10:00am 

 
11:00am 

 
 
 
Thank You—We recently received the following thank you note: 
Dear Members of St. Paul’s, 
 Our family extends heartfelt thanks to you for all the prayers, cards, flowers, food, memorial gifts, and 
other acts of kindness shown to our family when Jim was called out of this life to his eternal home in 
heaven. Special thanks to Pastor Berger and Pastor Frank for their visits and encouragement from God’s 
Word during Jim’s illness and passing.  All of the love and support we have received is deeply 
appreciated.                       The Family of Jim Schroeder 
  
 
 

mailto:pastorberger@gmail.com
mailto:danner@stpaulsplymouth.org
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Van—Our Board of Education has received approval from the Church Council and voting assembly to 
move forward with the purchase of a 12-passenger van.  This van will be used primarily to transport 
some of our St. Paul’s students who live in Beatrice to and from school in the morning and afternoon.  It 
will also be used for athletic contests, field trips, and picking up hot lunch.  Here are three ways that you 
could help us make this van a reality before school starts: (1) consider making a donation towards the 
purchase of a van, (2) consider serving as a driver to transport our students living in Beatrice (would 
require some classes and tests to obtain proper certification), (3) keep your eyes open for used 12-
passenger vans.  If you would like to get involved in any of these ways, please speak with Mr. Danner or 
Mr. Tom Worster.  Thank you. 
 
Van Drivers—There will be a meeting for anyone interested in driving the van route to and from Beatrice 
for St. Paul's Lutheran School.  The meeting will take place Sunday, July 3

rd
 after worship.  If you have any 

questions, please call Tom Worster at 656-3130. 
 
Golfing Opportunities 
NELHS Golf Classic—Supporters and friends of Nebraska Evangelical Lutheran High School are invited to 
the ninth annual NELHS Golf Classic to be held at Highlands Golf Course in Lincoln, NE on Saturday, July 

30
th

 .  Funds raised from this tournament will go toward tuition assistance. The cost is $90 
per golfer and includes 18 holes of golf, a cart, dinner, and more. The deadline to submit 
your team and payment is Monday, July 18

th
.  If you are unable to get a team together, 

organizers will do their best to put you on a team. Registration forms are available on the 
table in the front entrance of church.  Any questions can be addressed to Benjy Wells via email at 
bwells@nelhs.org or by phone at (402)728-5236 ext. 205. 
 
 

St. Paul’s Golf Outing—The 7
th

 annual St. Paul’s Golf Outing will be held at Hidden Acres in Beatrice on 
Sunday, September 18

th
.  All golfers and skill levels are welcome.  This year there will be two classes – 

the “Fun and Fellowship” class and the “Competitive” class.  The cost to play (including a cart) is $20 per 
person. There is a registration sheet available on the table in the front entrance of church. There is also  
a sign-up sheet for anyone willing to sponsor a hole ($50).  Hole sponsor contributions will go toward St. 
Paul’s Tuition assistance.  
 
Moving Update—Pastor Frank and Glenn Bekemeyer will be getting and bringing Mrs. Briney’s 
household items to Plymouth this Thursday and Friday. Plans are to unload the items on Saturday, July 
2

nd
. 

 
If you would be willing to help, please be at the teacherage by 10:00am that day. All help would be 

greatly appreciated! 

 
Coolers—Anyone who let us borrow a cooler for the community fun night is asked to please pick it up 
from the school kitchen soon. Thank you! 
 
Broadcast Sponsors—If you are interested in sponsoring one of our Sunday morning worship broadcasts, 
please note that the following dates are still available for 2016:  
         July 3, 17          August 14, 28       September 4, 18, 25      

October 2, 16, 23, 30    December 11 
To reserve a date, please contact Craig Scheele or the church office.  Thank you! 
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Nebraska Lutheran June News and Notes 

   
 
 

 175 delegates from across the Nebraska District of the WELS spent time on our campus June 6-8 
as NELHS hosted the Nebraska District Convention for the WELS.  It was a privilege to participate 
in our Synod’s work together to spread the gospel. 

 We welcomed 75 elementary students to our campus for the All- Sports Camp June 12-15.   New 
Christian friendships were formed and new sports skills were also taught.  We pray that all of 
these elementary students will someday be NELHS students. 

 Financial update: 
o As of the end of May, Nebraska Lutheran needs $53,393 in donations from 

congregations and individuals by June 30 to meet the budgeted amounts.  We pray 
that we will be able to meet and exceed this amount! 

o The board of control is continuing to meet to develop a strategy to pay for the newly 
approved position of Mission Advancement Director. 

 Upcoming events: 
o We are planning for a summer work day on Saturday, July 16.  We will begin working 

around 9 am and hope to finish by the early afternoon.   A noon lunch will be provided.  
Painting, cleaning, trimming, and weeding will all take place as we use this day to get 
ready for the arrival of our students in a few weeks. 

o The NELHS summer golf outing will be Saturday, July 30, at Highlands Golf Course in 
Lincoln.  Please contact Activities’ Director Benjy Wells (bwells@nelhs.org) if you are 
interested in participating or perhaps sponsoring a hole at the golf outing. 

o Football Player’s report: August 7 
o Registration: August 13- 3:30-5:00 or August 14- 2-3:30 
o Opening Service: August 14- 4:00 
o First Day of School: August 15 

 Recruitment update: 
o Our goal is 40 new students for next year.  So far, 25 have applied (23 freshmen and 2 

sophomores).  Please contact Administrator Mark Otte at motte@nelhs.org or 402-
728-5236 if you have a recruiting lead.  Please pray for this goal! 

 
Nebraska Evangelical Lutheran High School 

Mission Statement 
NELHS exists to assist parents and congregations by providing Christian training in the skills and values necessary for loyal 
service to Jesus Christ for time and eternity.  

 

mailto:bwells@nelhs.org
mailto:motte@nelhs.org

