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St. Paul’s Evangelical Lutheran Church & SCHOOL 

Plymouth, Nebraska 

stpaulsplymouth.org 
 

In an ever-changing world, St. Paul’s Evangelical Lutheran Church exists to build Christ’s kingdom in 

people’s hearts with the un-changing Gospel of Jesus Christ. 
 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
 

May 29th, 2016 
Pentecost 2 

 

Welcome — We are glad you joined us today to 
praise our Savior, Jesus, and to hear His Word. If 
you have any questions about our congregation, 
please ask. We value your friendship and the 
opportunity to share the love of Jesus with you. 
 
Broadcast Sponsor — Our broadcast today is 
sponsored by Steve & Stacey Freese out of 
thankfulness to the Lord for the many blessings 
shown them during 33 years of marriage. They 
were married May 29, 1983.  
  
Prayers before Worship — can be found in 
Christian Worship—A Lutheran Hymnal, pages 10-
11.  Personal preparation for the Lord’s Supper is 
found on p. 156. 

Focus for Our Worship — Faith is trust in God’s 
promises, that He can and will do what He says.  In 
the first lesson, we see the example of the people 
of Israel attacking Jericho.  In the second lesson, 
James pleads with us to trust that God will even 
work through trials in our lives.  And in the sermon 
text from the Gospel of Luke, the centurion again 
exemplifies the faith given by the working of the 
Holy Spirit.  This morning as we gather around 
God’s Word and Sacrament, may we trust in Him 
with all our heart and lean not on our own 
understanding (verse of the day).  

 
 
 

                                             
 

SERVICE OF WORD AND SACRAMENT 
(Christian Worship p. 26) 

 
 

OPENING HYMN “I Know My Faith Is Founded” (CW 403) 
 

M: The grace of our Lord  Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be 
with you.  

C:    And also with you. 
 

CONFESSION OF SINS and HOLY ABSOLUTION 
M: God invites us to come into His presence and worship Him with humble and penitent hearts.  

Therefore, let us acknowledge our sinfulness and ask Him to forgive us.  
C: Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful and that I have disobeyed You in 

my thoughts, words, and actions. I have done what is evil and failed to do what is good. For 
this I deserve Your punishment both now and in eternity. But I am truly sorry for my sins, and 
trusting in my Savior Jesus Christ, I pray: Lord, have mercy on me, a sinner.  

 

M: God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has given His only Son to be the atoning 
sacrifice for our sins. Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by His authority, I forgive you 
all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son  and of the Holy Spirit.  

C:    Amen. 
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LORD, HAVE MERCY 
M: For all that we need in life and for the wisdom to use all Your gifts with gratitude and joy, hear 

our prayer, O Lord. 

 
 

M: For the steadfast assurance that nothing can separate us from Your love and for the courage to 
stand firm against the assaults of Satan and every evil, hear our prayer, O Christ. 

 
 

M: For the well-being of Your holy Church in all the world and for those who offer here their 
worship and praise, hear our prayer, O Lord. 

 
 

M: Merciful God, maker and preserver of life, uphold us by Your power and keep us in Your tender 
care: 

 
 
 

 M: The works of the Lord are great and glorious; His name is worthy of praise. 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 
M: Let us pray. O God, you rule over all things in wisdom and kindness. Strengthen our faith in You 

so that we trust what You promise and walk in the way You command; through Your Son, Jesus 
Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

  

 
FIRST LESSON—Joshua 5:13-6:5,20  
Tactically speaking, this was not much of a military attack plan.  But trusting in the L-O-R-D’s promises, the army of 
Israel conquers the stronghold of Jericho. 

  

13 Now when Joshua was near Jericho, he looked up and saw a man standing in front of him with a 
drawn sword in his hand. Joshua went up to him and asked, “Are you for us or for our enemies?”  

14 “Neither,” he replied, “but as commander of the army of the LORD I have now come.” Then 
Joshua fell face down to the ground in reverence, and asked him, “What message does my Lord 
have for his servant?”  

15 The commander of the LORD’s army replied, “Take off your sandals, for the place where you are 
standing is holy.” And Joshua did so.  

6     Now Jericho was tightly shut up because of the Israelites. No one went out and no one came 
in.  

2 Then the LORD said to Joshua, “See, I have delivered Jericho into your hands, along with its king 
and its fighting men. 3 March around the city once with all the armed men. Do this for six days. 4 

Have seven priests carry trumpets of rams’ horns in front of the ark. On the seventh day, march 
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around the city seven times, with the priests blowing the trumpets. 5 When you hear them sound a 
long blast on the trumpets, have all the people give a loud shout; then the wall of the city will 
collapse and the people will go up, every man straight in.”  
20 When the trumpets sounded, the people shouted, and at the sound of the trumpet, when the 
people gave a loud shout, the wall collapsed; so every man charged straight in, and they took the 
city. 
 
SECOND LESSON—James 1:2-12 
 Did I read the first verse correctly?  Pure joy whenever you face trials?  Yes, God’s promises are that amazing!  For He 

promises to work through even hardships to strengthen our faith and point us to our eternal gift through Christ, the 
crown of life.   

  

2 Consider it pure joy, my brothers, whenever you face trials of many kinds, 3 because you know 
that the testing of your faith develops perseverance. 4 Perseverance must finish its work so that you 
may be mature and complete, not lacking anything. 5 If any of you lacks wisdom, he should ask God, 
who gives generously to all without finding fault, and it will be given to him. 6 But when he asks, he 
must believe and not doubt, because he who doubts is like a wave of the sea, blown and tossed by 
the wind. 7 That man should not think he will receive anything from the Lord; 8 he is a double-
minded man, unstable in all he does.  

9 The brother in humble circumstances ought to take pride in his high position. 10 But the one who 
is rich should take pride in his low position, because he will pass away like a wild flower. 11 For the 
sun rises with scorching heat and withers the plant; its blossom falls and its beauty is destroyed. In 
the same way, the rich man will fade away even while he goes about his business.  

12 Blessed is the man who perseveres under trial, because when he has stood the test, he will 
receive the crown of life that God has promised to those who love him. 
 
VERSE OF DAY—Proverbs 3:5 
Alleluia.  Trust in the LORD with all your heart and lean not on your own understanding. Alleluia.   
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HOLY GOSPEL—Luke 7:1-10 (Sermon Text) 

   

When Jesus had finished saying all this in the hearing of the people, he entered Capernaum. 2 

There a centurion’s servant, whom his master valued highly, was sick and about to die. 3 The 
centurion heard of Jesus and sent some elders of the Jews to him, asking him to come and heal his 
servant. 4 When they came to Jesus, they pleaded earnestly with him, “This man deserves to have 
you do this, 5 because he loves our nation and has built our synagogue.” 6 So Jesus went with them.  

He was not far from the house when the centurion sent friends to say to him: “Lord, don’t trouble 
yourself, for I do not deserve to have you come under my roof. 7 That is why I did not even consider 
myself worthy to come to you. But say the word, and my servant will be healed. 8 For I myself am a 
man under authority, with soldiers under me. I tell this one, ‘Go,’ and he goes; and that one, 
‘Come,’ and he comes. I say to my servant, ‘Do this,’ and he does it.”  

9 When Jesus heard this, he was amazed at him, and turning to the crowd following him, he said, 
“I tell you, I have not found such great faith even in Israel.” 10 Then the men who had been sent 
returned to the house and found the servant well.  
 

   
 
HYMN OF THE DAY “How Firm a Foundation” (CWS 768) see p. 12 of the service folder 
 
SERMON Luke 7:1-10   God Owes You Nothing…But…He Gives You Everything 
      
NICENE CREED  

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, 
seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one being with 
the Father. Through Him all things were made. For us and for our salvation, He came down from 
heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary, and became fully human. For our 
sake He was crucified under Pontius Pilate. He suffered death and was buried. On the third day 
He rose again in accordance with the Scriptures. He ascended into heaven and is seated at the 
right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and His 
kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and 
the Son, who in unity with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, who has spoken 
through the prophets. We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church. We acknowledge 
one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead and the life of 
the world to come.  Amen. 
 
OFFERING   
 
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH  
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LORD’S PRAYER 
 

C:  Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done 
on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as 
we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 
from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.  

 
THE SACRAMENT 

M: The Lord be with you. 

 
 
M: Lift up your hearts. 

 
 
M: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

 
M: Praise to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! In love He has blessed us with every 

spiritual blessing.  He sends the Holy Spirit to testify that we are His children and to strengthen 
us when we are weak. Now have come the salvation and the power and the kingdom of our 
God and the authority of His Christ. To Him who sits on the throne and to the Lamb be praise 
and thanks and honor and glory for ever and ever. 
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WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
M: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night He was betrayed, took bread; and when He had given 

thanks, He broke it and gave it to His disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is My  body, which 
is given for you. Do this in remembrance of Me.” 

 

Then He took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of you; this is 
My  blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for the forgiveness of sins. Do 
this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 
 

The peace of the Lord be with you always.  

 
 
LAMB OF GOD 
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CLOSE COMMUNION We ask that only those who have previously spoken to our pastor or are members in good 
standing of this or another WELS or ELS congregation come to Holy Communion today.  Our practice of Close 
Communion (which has been the practice of the Christian Church throughout the ages) is in no way trying to judge 
anyone’s faith.  What we are trying to do is follow the Bible’s clear teaching (I Corinthians 11) to first study God’s 
Word together.  As we do so, we can share with/review with you what the Lord’s Supper is all about.  You, then, also 
have an opportunity to examine what we believe and teach before you come to the Lord’s Supper here at St. Paul’s 
and make a public profession that you agree with what we teach. 
 
If you have any questions about this or would like to commune at St. Paul’s in the future, please talk to the pastor 
after worship this morning.  He would love to sit down with you on your timetable and at your convenience and talk 

about these important matters. 

 
DISTRIBUTION OF THE LORD’S SUPPER 

 

Distribution Hymns:  “Just As I Am, without One Plea” (CW 397) 
        “If God Himself Be for Me” (CW 419) 

 
    

THANKSGIVING 
THANK THE LORD 

 
 

M:  Hear the prayer of Your people, O Lord, that the lips which have praised You here may glorify 
You in the world, that the eyes which have seen the coming of Your Son may long for His 
coming again, and that all who have received in His true body and blood the pledge of Your 
forgiveness may be restored to live a new and holy life, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who 
lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  
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M: Brothers and sisters, go in peace.  Live in harmony with one another.  Serve the Lord with 
gladness. 
The Lord bless you and keep you.  
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.  
The Lord look on you with favor and  give you peace.  

 
 

 

CLOSING HYMN “Amazing Grace” (CW 379) 
 

                                             
 

NOTES AND NEWS  
May 29th, 2016 

 
Pastor Fred Berger                      Principal Andrew Danner 
C-402-239-4509   O-402-656-3003    C-402-433-5349   O-402-656-4465 
pastorberger@gmail.com          danner@stpaulsplymouth.org 

 
Organist: Ann Freese 
Teen Usher: Travis Likens 
Greeters: Ethan & Rachel Schroeder 
Broadcast Announcers: Neil Bekemeyer, Tom Hueske 
 
 

         
 

BIRTHDAYS AND ANNIVERSARIES 
Today – M/M Steve Freese, M/M Ryan Bartels 

Tuesday – RoJane Meyer, Dave Schmidt 
Thursday – M/M Lonnie Weichel 

Friday – M/M Stan Hueske 
Sunday – Nick Schroeder, Tracy Jurgens 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:pastorberger@gmail.com
mailto:danner@stpaulsplymouth.org
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This Week, By God’s Grace (May 29
th 

– June 5
th

) 
Today 
 
Monday 
 
Tuesday 
Thursday 
Sunday 

Worship-Communion 
Worship Committee Meeting 
Worship-Communion 
Elder Meeting  
Board of Education 
Church Council 
Worship (Greeters: Brian & Elaine Burger) 
Coffee Hour for Mrs. Beckie Bekemeyer 

10:00am 
11:15am 

7:30pm 
8:30am 
7:00pm 
8:00pm 

10:00am 
11:00am 

 

VBS—Vacation Bible School will be held June 13-17 from 9:00 – 11:30 a.m.  

 If you would be willing to share your talents by teaching lessons, crafts, or music, please let Mr. 
Danner know.  If you would prefer serving as a general helper (mainly helping with crafts or 
helping with student:adult ratio), please let him know that as well! 

 Also, we are in need of volunteers to supply snacks for the week. A sign-up sheet is located on the 
table in the front entrance.   

 Registration sheets are available in the entryway on the back table.  You may also sign up online. 
Look for a link in your email, on our facebook page, and on our website. 

 

Branches Band/Cookout—Mark your calendars!  St. Paul’s will be hosting a free community 
fun night on Friday, June 17

th
, starting at 6PM.  It will be held at the Schmidt Cabin (3.5 miles 

south of town off the County Road).  We’ll have a cookout at 6PM, concert by Branches 
Band at 7PM, and campfire at 8PM.  Look for fliers around town and spread the word to all 
your friends and family! 
 

Special Voters’ Meeting Minutes (May 24, 2016 - 7:30 p.m.) 
Chairman Brian Burger called the meeting to order. 
 

Pastor Berger opened the meeting with a prayer. 
 

Chairman Burger explained that there were no teacher candidates available from the Assignment 
Committee to fill our request for a 4

th
-5

th
 grade teacher. 

 

Tom Worster then presented two options suggested by the Board of Education to fill this position. 
1) Calling from the “inactive list” for a one year Call 
2) Hiring another full-time para-educator to help with grades 2-4 

 

After discussion, a motion was made and seconded to vote on the two options.  After a ballot vote, it 
was decided to Call from the “inactive list.”   
 

Pastor Berger then presented the list of candidates. Following a recess to discuss the list of candidates, a 
ballot vote was taken and it was decided to decline the list and have the Board of Education proceed 
with option two.  The Calling process for filling the 4

th
-5

th
 grade position will resume once the calling 

window is open again this coming fall. 
 

A motion was made and seconded to adjourn the meeting.  Motion carried. 
 

The meeting closed with a prayer by Pastor Berger and the singing of the Doxology. 
  

Minutes submitted by: 
Mark Wells 
Secretary 
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Nebraska Lutheran May News and Notes   
 We welcomed 23 graduates to the ranks of the NELHS alumni on 

Saturday, May 14.   Their class verse was Colossians 2:6-7 “So then, just as you received Christ 
Jesus as Lord, continue to live your lives in him, rooted and built up in him, strengthened in the 
faith as you were taught, and overflowing with thankfulness.” The valedictorian for the class 
was Faith Otte of York.  The salutatorian was Nathaniel Ewart of Omaha. 

 Two students (a sophomore boy and a senior boy) were confirmed on May 15.  We are so happy 
to see these young men join our church body. 

 Several of our students will be joining with the WELS Kingdom Workers and participating in 
summer mission trips.   Our students will be traveling to Connecticut and California to help 
congregations with their outreach activities. 

 Extra-curricular update:   
o The boys’ track team and the girls’ track team each won the Frontier Conference 

Championship on April 28.  This was the girls’ second consecutive championship and the 
boys’ first. 

o Six athletes in eight events qualified for the state track meet at the district track meet on 
May 11.  The six athletes and their events are as follows: Jeffrey Keefe (Sr.) in the 110 m 
hurdles and the 300 m hurdles, Matthew Koeppe (Sr.) in the 1600 m, Ruth Mayer (Sr.) in 
the high jump, Faith Otte (Sr.) in the 3200 m and 1600 m, Brooke Malchow (Jr.) in the 
 800 m, and Anna Ewart (So.) in the 1600 m. 

o We thank the Lord for the success of our students in our final year in the Frontier 
Conference.   The Frontier conference sponsors eight activities.  NELHS won 
championships in four of the activities (Girls’ basketball, Speech, Boys’ Track, Girls’ Track) 
and was conference runner-up in two activities (Volleyball and One-Act Play). 

 Financial update: 
o As of the end of April, Nebraska Lutheran needs $119,000 in donations from congregations 

and individuals by June 30 to meet the budgeted amounts.  We pray that we will be able 
to meet and exceed this amount! 

o The board of control is continuing to meet to develop a strategy to pay for the newly 
approved position of Mission Advancement Director. 

 Upcoming events: 
o Nebraska District Convention: June 6-8 
o All Sports Camp for boys and girls in grades 5-9 will be held June 12-15. Contact Mr. Benjy 

Wells (bwells@nellhs.org) if you would like more information about the NELHS All-Sport 
Camp. 

o The NELHS summer golf outing will be Saturday, July 30, at Highlands Golf Course in Lincoln.  
Please contact Activities’ Director Benjy Wells (bwells@nelhs.org) if you are interested in 
participating or perhaps sponsoring a hole at the golf outing. 

 Our goal is 40 new students for next year.  So far, 25 have applied (23 freshmen and 2 
sophomores).  Please contact Administrator Mark Otte at motte@nelhs.org or 402-728-5236 if 
you have a recruiting lead.  Please pray for this goal! 

 

Nebraska Evangelical Lutheran High School 
Mission Statement 

NELHS exists to assist parents and congregations by providing Christian training in the skills and values necessary for loyal 
service to Jesus Christ for time and eternity. 

mailto:bwells@nellhs.org
mailto:bwells@nelhs.org
mailto:motte@nelhs.org
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