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 St. Paul’s Evangelical Lutheran Church & SCHOOL 

Plymouth, Nebraska 

stpaulsplymouth.org 
 

In an ever-changing world, St. Paul’s Evangelical Lutheran Church exists to build Christ’s kingdom in 

people’s hearts with the un-changing Gospel of Jesus Christ. 
 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
 

May 22nd, 2016 
Holy Trinity 

 

Welcome — To all our visitors we extend a warm 
and sincere welcome. We give you our hand in 
Christian love, and invite you to hear God's Word 
with us. May the Good News of salvation through 
faith in Christ alone be a source of true joy and 
comfort to all of us! We ask our guests to sign our 
guest book located in the front entrance, and we 
invite you to worship with us again. 
 

Broadcast Sponsor — Our broadcast today is 
sponsored in loving memory of Alida Freese by 
her husband, Leon. Leon and Alida would have 
celebrated their 58

th
 wedding anniversary May 

25
th

.  
 

Prayers before Worship — can be found in 
Christian Worship—A Lutheran Hymnal, pages 10-
11.  
     

Focus for Our Worship — Today is Holy Trinity 
Sunday, which is a special 
Sunday to focus on the One 
True God as He reveals 
Himself in Scripture:  the 
Father and the Son and the 
Holy Spirit.  The mystery of 
the Holy Trinity is beyond 
our comprehension. Yet 
because it is proclaimed in 

Scripture, we believe it to be certain.  We have 
One True God: Father, Son and Holy Spirit.  Today 
we study and confess this truth that surpasses all 
understanding in the readings, the hymns, the 
sermon, and in the Athanasian Creed.  May the 
Triune God bless your worship as you lift your 
hearts and voices to Him! 

                                                
 

 
SERVICE OF THE WORD 

(Christian Worship - p. 38) 
 

OPENING HYMN “Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord God Almighty” (CW 195) 
 
 

GREETING, CONFESSION OF SINS, AND HOLY ABSOLUTION 
M: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be 
 with you. 
C: And also with you. 
 

M: We have come into the presence of God, who created us to love and serve Him as His dear 
 children. But we have disobeyed Him and deserve only His wrath and punishment. Therefore, let 
 us confess our sins to Him and plead for His mercy. 
C: Merciful Father in heaven, I am altogether sinful from birth. In countless ways I have sinned 
 against You and do not deserve to be called Your child. But trusting in Jesus, my Savior, I pray: 
 Have mercy on me according to Your unfailing love. Cleanse me from my sin, and take away 
 my guilt. 
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 M: God, our heavenly Father, has forgiven all your sins. By the perfect life and innocent death of our 
 Lord Jesus Christ, He has removed your guilt forever. You are His own dear child. May God give 
 you strength to live according to His will. 
C: Amen. 

 
M: In the peace of this forgiveness, let us praise the Lord. 

 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
M: Let us pray. Almighty and everlasting God, who has granted to your servants, by the confession 

of true faith, to acknowledge the glory of the eternal Trinity, we ask You that You would keep us 
steadfast in this true faith and defend us from all that might lead us astray; through Jesus Christ, 
our Lord, who lives and reigns with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one eternal God, forever and 
ever, 
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THE WORD 
 

FIRST LESSON – Numbers 6:22-27 (Sermon Text)  
  

22 The LORD said to Moses, 23 “Tell Aaron and his sons, ‘This is how you are to bless the Israelites. Say 
to them: 24’The LORD bless you and keep you; 25the LORD make his face shine upon you and be 
gracious to you; 26the LORD turn his face toward you and give you peace.’ 27 So they will put my name 
on the Israelites, and I will bless them.” 
 
PSALM OF THE DAY – Psalm 121, which can be found on page 112 in the front portion of the hymnal. 
 
SECOND LESSON – Romans 5:1-5 
In love the Father pours out His Holy Spirit to give forgiveness, life, and salvation to souls gripped by the fear of guilt 
and punishment. Gifted through the Father, made accessible through the Son, established by the Holy Spirit, we are 
assured of eternal peace with our Triune God. Suffer though we may, the Spirit continues to strengthen hearts that live 
in His grace. 

  

Therefore, since we have been justified through faith, we  have peace with God through our Lord 
Jesus Christ, 2 through whom we have gained access by faith into this grace in which we now stand. 
And we  rejoice in the hope of the glory of God. 3 Not only so, but we  also rejoice in our sufferings, 
because we know that suffering produces perseverance; 4 perseverance, character; and character, 
hope. 5 And hope does not disappoint us, because God has poured out his love into our hearts by the 
Holy Spirit, whom he has given us. 
 
VERSE OF THE DAY – Isaiah 6:1-3 
Alleluia.  In the year that King Uzziah died, I saw the Lord seated on a throne, high and exalted, and 
the train of his robe filled the temple. 2 Above him were seraphs, each with six wings: With two wings 
they covered their faces, with two they covered their feet, and with two they were flying. 3 And they 
were calling to one another: “Holy, holy, holy is the LORD Almighty; the whole earth is full of his 
glory.” Alleluia.   
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HOLY GOSPEL – John 16:12-15 
Jesus again promises that the Spirit would come to instruct, guide, and strengthen in the way of truth. With aching 
hearts, they would witness the Suffering Savior fulfill His redemptive work, bringing eternal peace between God and 
humankind. Yet, it was not until the coming of the Holy Spirit that they would fully understand the fulfillment of 
promises made and kept by our Triune God—Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 

   

12 “I have much more to say to you, more than you can now bear. 13 But when he, the Spirit of truth, 
comes, he will guide you into all truth. He will not speak on his own; he will speak only what he 
hears, and he will tell you what is yet to come. 14 He will bring glory to me by taking from what is 
mine and making it known to you. 15 All that belongs to the Father is mine. That is why I said the 
Spirit will take from what is mine and make it known to you. 
 
 
 

M: This is the Gospel of the Lord!  

 
 
 

HYMN OF THE DAY “O Blessed, Holy Trinity” (CW 584) 
 

SERMON –  Numbers 6:22-27   The L-O-R-D Gives Us A Triune Blessing! 
1. The Father gives protection 
2. The Son gives grace 
3. The Spirit gives peace 
 

The first half of the ATHANASIAN CREED 
  

This creed is named after St. Athanasius, a staunch defender of the Christian 
faith in the fourth century.  It was prepared to assist the Church in combating 
two errors that undermined Bible teaching.  One error denied that God’s Son 
and the Holy Spirit are of one being or Godhead with the Father.  The other 
error denied that Jesus Christ is true God and true man in one person.  The 
Athanasian Creed continues to serve the Christian Church as a standard of the 
truth.  It declares that whoever rejects the doctrine of the Trinity and the 
doctrine of Christ is without saving faith.  The section of the Athanasian Creed 
included here is the portion that confesses the Bible’s teaching about the 
Triune God.  This portion serves as a very fitting confession of faith for Trinity 
Sunday.  A translation of the entire text of the Athanasian Creed may be 
found on pages 132-133 in Christian Worship: A Lutheran Hymnal. 
  
 
 
 

Minister: Whoever wishes to be saved must, above all else, hold to the true Christian faith.  Whoever 
does not keep this faith pure in all points will certainly perish forever. 
  

All: Now this is the true Christian faith: 
We worship one God in three persons and three persons in one God, without mixing the persons 
or dividing the divine being.  For each person—the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit—is distinct, 
but the deity of Father, Son, and Holy Spirit is one, equal in glory and coeternal in majesty. 
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Men: What the Father is, so is the Son, and so is the Holy Spirit.  The Father is uncreated, the Son 
uncreated, the Holy Spirit uncreated; The Father is infinite, the Son infinite, the Holy Spirit infinite; 
The Father is eternal, the Son eternal, the Holy Spirit eternal; yet they are not three who are eternal, 
but there is one who is eternal, just as they are not three who are uncreated, nor three who are 
infinite, but there is one who is uncreated and one who is infinite. 
 

Women:  In the same way the Father is almighty, the Son is almighty, the Holy Spirit is almighty; yet 
they are not three who are almighty, but there is one who is almighty.  So the Father is God, the Son 
is God, the Holy Spirit is God; yet they are not three Gods, but one God.  So the Father is Lord, the 
Son is Lord, the Holy Spirit is Lord; yet they are not three Lords, but one Lord. 
  

All:  For just as Christian truth compels us to confess each person individually to be God and Lord, 
so the true Christian faith forbids us to speak of three Gods or three Lords. 
The Father is neither made nor created nor begotten of anyone.  The Son is neither made nor 
created, but is begotten of the Father alone.  The Holy Spirit is neither made nor created nor 
begotten, but proceeds from the Father and the Son. 
So there is one Father, not three Fathers; one Son, not three Sons; one Holy Spirit, not three Holy 
Spirits. 
  

Minister: And within this Trinity none comes before or after; none is greater or inferior, but all three 
persons are coequal and coeternal, so that, in every way, as stated before, all three persons are to be 
worshipped as one God, and one God worshipped as three persons.  Whoever wishes to be saved 
must have this conviction of the Trinity. 
  
OFFERING 
 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH  
 

LORD’S PRAYER 
 Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be     
 done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our      
 trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us;  and lead us not into          
 temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the     
 glory forever and ever. Amen. 
 

HYMN “Come, Now, Almighty King” (CW 193) 
 

CLOSING PRAYER AND BLESSING  
M: O Lord God, our heavenly Father, pour out the Holy Spirit on Your faithful people. Keep us strong 

in Your grace and truth, protect and comfort us in all temptation, and bestow on us Your saving 
peace, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, now and forever. 
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M: Brothers and sisters, go in peace. Live in harmony with one another. Serve the Lord with 
gladness. 

 The LORD bless you and keep you. 
 The LORD make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
 The LORD look on you with favor and  give you peace. 
 

 
 
 

CLOSING HYMN “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow” (CW 334) 
 

                                                
 

NOTES AND NEWS 
May 22nd, 2016 

 
Pastor Fred Berger                         Principal Andrew Danner 
C-402-239-4509   O-402-656-3003      C-402-433-5349   O-402-656-4465 
pastorberger@gmail.com             danner@stpaulsplymouth.org 

 
Organist: Rachel Schroeder 
Teen Usher: Travis Likens 
Greeters: Dallas & Vickie Christ 
Broadcast Announcers: Eric Bekemeyer, Michael Wells 

 
 

BIRTHDAYS AND ANNIVERSARIES 
Today – Joanne Weichel, Elizabeth Jurgens 

Monday – Kent Hummel 
Tuesday – Jim Schroeder 

Wednesday – Bruce Jung, Jean Roesler, M/M Tom Hueske 
Friday – Parker Person, Lincoln Schwab 

Saturday – M/M Steve Freese, M/M Ryan Bartels 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:pastorberger@gmail.com
mailto:danner@stpaulsplymouth.org
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This Week, By God’s Grace (May 22
nd

 – May 29
th

) 
Today 
 
 
 
Tuesday 
Thursday 
 
Friday 
Sunday 

Sunday School, Bible Class 
Worship  
Sunday School Teachers’ Meeting 
Organ Repair Presentation 
4

th
 – 5

th
 Grade Teacher Call Meeting 

Men’s Work Group 
Ladies Aid 
Men’s Bible Study Breakfast 
Worship - Communion 
(Greeters: Ethan & Rachel Schroeder) 
Worship Committee Meeting 

9:00am 
10:00am 
11:00am 
11:00am 

7:30pm 
2:00pm 
2:30pm 
6:45am 

10:00am 
 

11:15am 
 

4
th

- 5
th

 Grade Teacher Call Meeting—The board of education met on Tuesday night to consider school 
staffing options for the 2016-17 school year.  There were two options that were considered.  Option A 
would be to call a teacher who is currently on the “inactive” list for one year and then look to call a 
different permanently on November 1, 2016 for the future years.  Option B would be to look to hire 
another para-educator and ask a local teacher to help with teaching half-time and then call permanently 
on November 1.   
The board of education chose to recommend to the voters Option A.  A voters' meeting is planned for 
Tuesday, May 24th at 7:30PM to run this recommendation through the voters and Lord-willing, extend a 
one year call to someone to teach grades 4-5 for the 2016-17 school year. 
  
Appliances—We are in need of a refrigerator and stove for the teacherage. If anyone would be willing to 
donate either of these items, please contact Brian Burger (402-656-5295). 
 
Windows—Did you notice a few missing stained glass windows this morning? Palace Glass has taken 
some of our windows to Lincoln to begin the next phase of the refurbishing process. This will be an 
ongoing project for several months. Money from the Building Fund has been allocated for this project. 
 
Organ Repair Presentation— John Nolte from Nolte Organ Building in West Allis, WI has graciously made 
the trip to Plymouth this weekend to examine our organ.  After church this morning, anyone interested is 
invited to come to the sanctuary to hear his recommendation for our organ. 
 
VBS—Vacation Bible School will be held June 13-17 from 9:00 – 11:30 a.m.  

 If you would be willing to share your talents by teaching lessons, crafts, or music, please let Mr. 
Danner know.  If you would prefer serving as a general helper (mainly helping with crafts or 
helping with student:adult ratio), please let him know that as well! 

 Also, we are in need of volunteers to supply snacks for the week. A sign-up sheet is located on the 
table in the front entrance.   

 Registration sheets are available in the entryway on the back table.  Next week, you will also be able 
to sign up online.  Look for a link in your email, on our facebook page, and on our website. 
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Branches Band/Cookout—Mark your calendars!  St. Paul’s will be hosting a free community fun night on 
Friday, June 17

th
, starting at 6PM.  It will be held at the Schmidt Cabin (3.5 miles south of town off the 

County Road).  We’ll have a cookout at 6PM, concert by Branches Band at 7PM, and campfire at 8PM.  
Look for flyers around town and spread the word to all your friends and family! 
  
Tour—Pastor James Humann, retired WELS pastor, invites you to join him on a tour celebrating the 500

th
 

anniversary of the Lutheran Reformation. The tour is for twelve days and leaves June 19, 2017. This tour 
will visit the Castle Church in Wittenberg, Germany where Luther nailed the 95 theses on the church door; 
the Wartburg Castle where he lived in disguise and translated the New Testament into German; Eisenach 
where he was born and died; and other important Reformation sites. 
 

In addition to the Reformation sites, we'll visit Leipzig where Bach worked and is buried; Munich and 
Berlin, two of the world’s great cities for history, shopping and enjoying great German cuisine and drink; 
Prague, the capital of the Czech Republic; the magnificent city of Vienna in Austria; and Salzburg in the 
beautiful Bavarian Alps where the Sound of Music was filmed. 
 

For a colorful brochure describing the daily itinerary, reservation form and costs, please e-mail Pastor 
James Humann at Jhumann383@aol.com. If you'd like a hard copy, be sure to include your name and 
mailing address. Space is limited! 
 
Upcoming Camps 
WELS Youth Camp Jefferson—The dates for camp this year are Friday, July 15, through Sunday, July 17. 
The camp is for children entering grades 3 - 8 and the cost per child is $50. Registrations must be 
submitted before June 27

th
 and can be done on the camp website: 

www.welscampjefferson-welsne.org. Payment and donations can be made by 
check or by PayPal on the website. If you have any questions feel free to send an 
email to welscampjefferson@gmail.com or call Pastor Steve Kruschel at 402-745-
0055. The theme for camp this year is "Super Savior” (Luke 1:49). 
 

WELS Teen Camp—The dates for WELS Teen Camp this year are Sunday, July 17, 
through Wednesday, July 20, at Camp Jefferson, Fairbury, Nebraska. The camp is 
for those entering 9

th
 grade through age 19 and the cost is $60 per person. For additional information 

please contact Steve Baumann at 402-310-8538 or welsteencamp@yahoo.com. The registration deadline 
for anyone wanting a T-shirt is July 1. 

 

Nebraska Lutheran Multi-Sports Camp 
→ When: June 12-15 
→ Ages: Entering grades 5-9 
→ What: 3½ days of Christian fun (learning some skills in sports, meeting new people) 
→ Who: Everyone is welcome 
→ Cost: $75 On-Campus Rate (includes 8 meals, lodging, awards, and t-shirt) 
  $60 Commuter Rate (includes 8 meals, awards, and t-shirt) 
→ For more information: Contact Activities’ Director Benjy Wells (bwells@nelhs.org) 
(Please note: Registration forms are available on the table in the front entrance of church or at the school 
office. Registration and payment are due no later than May 27

th
.) 

mailto:Jhumann383@aol.com
http://www.welscampjefferson-welsne.org/
mailto:%20welsteencamp@yahoo.com

