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If you would like more information about St. Paul’s Lutheran Church, feel free to speak with Pastor Fred Berger 
after the service or anytime during the week! (call/text 402-239-4509; email pastorberger@gmail.com) If you think 
you might be interested in joining the St. Paul’s church family, Pastor would be more than happy to take you 
through some Bible studies at whatever time or location is most convenient for you to learn more about what we 
teach.  
 
If you would like more information about St. Paul’s Lutheran School, feel free to speak with Mr. Andrew Danner! 
(call/text 402-433-5349; email danner@stpaulsplymouth.org) He would love to give you a tour of the school and 
answer any questions you might have about the excellent Christ-centered education we offer students of our 
church and community. 

 

St. Paul’s Evangelical Lutheran Church & SCHOOL 

Plymouth, Nebraska 
stpaulsplymouth.org 

 

In an ever-changing world, St. Paul’s Evangelical Lutheran Church exists to build Christ’s kingdom in 

people’s hearts with the un-changing Gospel of Jesus Christ. 
 

 

March 26th, 2017 
4th Sunday in Lent 

 

Welcome — Thank you for joining us for worship today.  We pray that your spiritual life will be 
nourished through Word and song.  If you desire, there is a nursery in the back on the west side of 
the church, but know that your children are ALWAYS welcome in our service no matter how much 
noise they make. We’re happy to have them hear the Word and join us praising God with their 
voices!  Before you leave, please sign the guest register.  It is located on the top of the stairs in the 
church entryway.  Please contact Pastor Berger or one of the Elders (seated in the back of the 
church) if you have questions about the service or the congregation. 
 

Prayers before Worship can be found in Christian Worship – A Lutheran Hymnal, pages 10-11. 
Personal preparation for the Lord’s Supper is found on p. 156. 
 

Broadcast Sponsor — Our broadcast today is sponsored with several smaller gifts from a number 
of faithful listeners. 
 

Focus for Our Worship — In the Preface to his Large Catechism, Luther writes that there is “a 
minimum of knowledge that every Christian should have.” The “minimum of knowledge” includes 
the 10 Commandments, Apostles’ Creed, Lord's Prayer, Holy Baptism, The Keys and Confession, and 
the Lord's Supper.  On the Sundays during this Lenten season, we have been reviewing this 
“minimum of knowledge.” 
 
This Sunday, we pause from our review and thank the Lord for all the institutions among our own 
congregation, our Nebraska District, and our entire Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod through 
which His Word is taught so that we can “grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord Jesus 
Christ”…from the “minimum of knowledge” to the width, height, length, and depth of His amazing 
love for us.   
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The Common Service with Communion 
(Christian Worship page 15) 

 
CHRISTIAN EDUCATION SUNDAY 

 
Preschool Sings “I Love to Learn About Jesus” – Wm. Luecke / ”Look and See” – Lynn Groth 

 
P In the name of the Father and of the Son + and of the Holy Spirit.  

 

 
Confession of Sins and Holy Absolution 
P Beloved in the Lord: let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins to God our Father, 

asking Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness.  
 

c Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful and that I have disobeyed You in 
my thoughts, words, and actions. I have done what is evil and failed to do what is good. For 
this I deserve Your punishment both now and in eternity. But I am truly sorry for my sins, and 
trusting in my Savior Jesus Christ, I pray: Lord, have mercy on me, a sinner.  

 
 
P This Lenten season, walking with our Savior to the cross, we see the gospel so clearly: 
C God made Him who had no sin to be sin for us, so that in Him we might become the 

righteousness of God. 

 
P God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has given His only Son to be the atoning 

sacrifice for our sins. Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by His authority, I forgive you all 
your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son + and of the Holy Spirit.  
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P In the peace of this forgiveness, let us praise the Lord. 
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Prayer of the Day  
P  The Lord be with you.  

 
 

P  Almighty God, you have committed to Your Church the task of making disciples of all nations.  
Enlighten with Your wisdom those who teach and those who learn, that, rejoicing in the 
knowledge of Your truth, we may ever worship and serve You from generation to generation, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

 

 

 
THE WORD 

First Lesson — Deuteronomy 6:4-14 
What’s the goal you have in mind for yourself…what’s the goal you have in mind for your children?  
Nieces?  Nephews? Grandchildren?  Do you dream of your son being the star quarterback on the 
state championship football team?  Or maybe your daughter making 1st team all conference?  Or 
maybe your goal has to deal with academics?  Or their future salary or job stability?  Those are all 
fine things, but God reminds us what is far more important than anything…it’s that you and your 
loved ones are with Him and each other forever in heaven.  These aren’t the truths that the world will 
teach our children…so God has entrusted families with this responsibility.  As a church family, we look 
to give opportunities through Lutheran elementary schools, high schools, colleges, Sunday schools, 
catechism classes, among others to equip your family to carry out this eternally important 
responsibility. 
 

     4 Hear, O Israel: The LORD our God, the LORD is one. 5 Love the LORD your God with all your heart and 
with all your soul and with all your strength. 6 These commandments that I give you today are to be 
upon your hearts. 7 Impress them on your children. Talk about them when you sit at home and when 
you walk along the road, when you lie down and when you get up. 8 Tie them as symbols on your 
hands and bind them on your foreheads. 9 Write them on the doorframes of your houses and on your 
gates.  
     10 When the LORD your God brings you into the land he swore to your fathers, to Abraham, Isaac 
and Jacob, to give you—a land with large, flourishing cities you did not build, 11 houses filled with all 
kinds of good things you did not provide, wells you did not dig, and vineyards and olive groves you 
did not plant—then when you eat and are satisfied, 12 be careful that you do not forget the LORD, 
who brought you out of Egypt, out of the land of slavery.  
     13 Fear the LORD your God, serve him only and take your oaths in his name. 14 Do not follow other 
gods, the gods of the peoples around you; 
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Second Lesson — 2 Peter 3 (Sermon text is verse 18) 
  

Dear friends, this is now my second letter to you. I have written both of them as reminders to 
stimulate you to wholesome thinking. 2 I want you to recall the words spoken in the past by the holy 
prophets and the command given by our Lord and Savior through your apostles.  

3 First of all, you must understand that in the last days scoffers will come, scoffing and following 
their own evil desires. 4 They will say, “Where is this ‘coming’ he promised? Ever since our fathers 
died, everything goes on as it has since the beginning of creation.” 5 But they deliberately forget that 
long ago by God’s word the heavens existed and the earth was formed out of water and by water. 6 

By these waters also the world of that time was deluged and destroyed. 7 By the same word the 
present heavens and earth are reserved for fire, being kept for the day of judgment and destruction 
of ungodly men.  

8 But do not forget this one thing, dear friends: With the Lord a day is like a thousand years, and a 
thousand years are like a day. 9 The Lord is not slow in keeping his promise, as some understand 
slowness. He is patient with you, not wanting anyone to perish, but everyone to come to repentance.  

10 But the day of the Lord will come like a thief. The heavens will disappear with a roar; the 
elements will be destroyed by fire, and the earth and everything in it will be laid bare. 

11 Since everything will be destroyed in this way, what kind of people ought you to be? You ought 
to live holy and godly lives 12 as you look forward to the day of God and speed its coming. That day 
will bring about the destruction of the heavens by fire, and the elements will melt in the heat. 13 But 
in keeping with his promise we are looking forward to a new heaven and a new earth, the home of 
righteousness.  

14 So then, dear friends, since you are looking forward to this, make every effort to be found 
spotless, blameless and at peace with him. 15 Bear in mind that our Lord’s patience means salvation, 
just as our dear brother Paul also wrote you with the wisdom that God gave him. 16 He writes the 
same way in all his letters, speaking in them of these 
matters. His letters contain some things that are hard to 
understand, which ignorant and unstable people distort, 
as they do the other Scriptures, to their own destruction.  

17 Therefore, dear friends, since you already know this, 
be on your guard so that you may not be carried away by 
the error of lawless men and fall from your secure 
position. 18 But grow in the grace and knowledge of our 
Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. To him be glory both now 
and forever! Amen.  
 
 
Verse of the Day — I have been reminded of your sincere faith, which first lived in your grandmother 
Lois and in your mother Eunice and, I am persuaded, now lives in you also.  For this reason I remind 
you to fan into flame the gift of God…  (2 Timothy 1:5-6a) 
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Holy Gospel — Matthew 28:18-20 
P  The Gospel of St. Matthew chapter 28, beginning at verse 18: 

  
 
These familiar words are so simple and to the point:  
Jesus: Make disciples!  
Us: How?   
Jesus: By baptizing.  By teaching.   
Us:  How much?   
Jesus: Everything.   
Us: This task is too great, how can I ever handle it?   
Jesus: “Surely I am with you always…”  
 

18 Then Jesus came to them and said, “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. 
19 Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the 
Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20 and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you. And 
surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age.”  
 
P This is the Gospel of our Lord. 

 
 
The Nicene Creed 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, 
seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one being with 
the Father. Through Him all things were made. For us and for our salvation, He came down from 
heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary, and became fully human. For our 
sake He was crucified under Pontius Pilate. He suffered death and was buried. On the third day He 
rose again in accordance with the Scriptures. He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right 
hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and His kingdom 
will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the 
Son, who in unity with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, who has spoken through 
the prophets. We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one 
baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead and the life of the 
world to come. Amen. 
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Hymn of the Day “What Grace Is This!” (CWS 715, which can be found on page 18 of this worship 
folder) 
 
Sermon — 2 Peter 3:18 

“Grow in the Grace and Knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ” 
 
After the sermon, the congregation sings: 

 

 
 

 
Offering/Handchimes “Amazing Grace” - Larson 
 
Prayer of the Church 
 
Lord’s Prayer 
C Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on 

earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we 
forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 
evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

 
THE SACRAMENT 

 
P The Lord be with you.  
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P Lift up your hearts. 

 
 
 
P Let us give thanks to the Lord, our God. 

  
 
 
P  It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in all places give You thanks, O Lord, holy 

Father, almighty and everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who brought the gift of 
salvation to all people by His death on the tree of the cross, so that the devil, who overcame us 
by a tree would in turn by a tree be overcome. Therefore, with all the saints on earth and hosts 
of heaven, we praise Your holy name and join their glorious song: 

 
Holy, Holy, Holy 
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Words of Institution 
P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night He was betrayed, took bread; and when He had given thanks, 

He broke it and gave it to His disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is My + body, which is given 
for you. Do this in remembrance of Me.” 

 
Then He took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of you; this is 
My + blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for the forgiveness of sins. Do this, 
whenever you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 
 

P  The peace of the Lord be with you always.  
    

 
 
O Christ, Lamb of God 

 

 

 
Close Communion We ask that only those who have previously spoken to our pastor or are members in 
good standing of this or another WELS or ELS congregation come to Holy Communion today.  Our practice 
of Close Communion (which has been the practice of the Christian Church throughout the ages) is in no 
way trying to judge anyone’s faith.  What we are trying to do is follow the Bible’s clear teaching (I 
Corinthians 11) to first study God’s Word together.  As we do so, we can share with/review with you what 
the Lord’s Supper is all about.  You, then, also have an opportunity to examine what we believe and teach 
before you come to the Lord’s Supper here at St. Paul’s and make a public profession that you agree with 
what we teach. 
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If you have any questions about this or would like to commune at St. Paul’s in the future, please talk to 
Pastor Berger after worship this morning.  He would love to sit down with you on your timetable and at 
your convenience and talk about these important matters. 
 
PRAYER BEFORE COMMUNION 

Lord, I am not worthy to be a guest at Your holy table.  But You are a friend of sinners, and You will 
not cast me out.  This bread is Your body, which bore my sins upon the tree.  This wine is Your blood, 
which purifies me from all guilt.  At Your invitation, I come rejoicing.  Receive me, my Savior.  Amen. 
 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

Thank You, Lord Jesus Christ, for nourishing me in this sacrament with Your body and blood.  You 
have given me forgiveness, life, and salvation.  Let me always remain in You as a branch remains in 
the vine.  Send me out in the power of Your Spirit to live and work to Your praise and glory.  Amen. 
 
Distribution Hymns   
“Jesus Christ, Our Blessed Savior” (CW 313) 
“By Grace I’m Saved” (CW 384) 
 
 
After the Lord’s Supper, the congregation stands to sing: 
 

THANKSGIVING 
Song of Simeon 
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P O give thanks to the Lord, for He is good. 

 
 
P We give thanks, almighty God, the You have refreshed us with this holy supper. We pray that 

through it You will strengthen our faith in You and increase our love for one another. We ask this 
in the name of Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, 
now and forever. 

  
 
P The Lord bless you and keep you.  

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.  
The Lord look on you with favor and + give you peace.  
 

 
 
CLOSING HYMN “There Is a Higher Throne” (CWS 727, which can be found on page 19 of this worship 
folder) 
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NOTES AND NEWS 
 

Pastor Fred Berger                     Principal Andrew Danner 
C-402-239-4509   O-402-656-3003  C-402-433-5349   O-402-656-4465 
pastorberger@gmail.com         danner@stpaulsplymouth.org 
 

Organist: Angie Zulauf 
Teen Usher: Ethan Paxton 
Greeters: Eighth Grade Students 
Broadcast Announcers: Neil Bekemeyer, Tom Hueske 
 
 

This Week, By God’s Grace (March 26th – April 2nd) 
Today 
 
 
 
Monday 
 
 
 
Tuesday 
 
 
Wednesday 
 
 
 
 
Thursday 
 
 
 
 
 
Friday 
Sunday 
 
 

Sunday School, Bible Class 
Worship – Communion – Christian Education Sunday 
School Open House and Preschool Registration 
4th Quarter Sunday School Teachers’ Meeting 
Faculty Meeting 
Kindergarten Roundup Parent Meeting 
Worship with Communion 
Elders’ Meeting 
Faculty Devotion 
Funeral for Ruth Meyer 
Growing in Hope Bible Information Class 
Public School Instruction Class 
Lenten Meal 
Lenten Worship (Greeters: Logan Scheele & Megan Roberts) 
(Junior Choir Sings) 
Adult/Ladies Choir 
Faculty Devotion 
Kindergarten Roundup 
School Chapel – Pastor Berger 
LES Catechism 
Board of Education 
Church Council 
Men’s Bible Study Breakfast 
Sunday School, Bible Class 
Worship  
(Greeters: Mark & Deb Wells)  
(Childcare: Karen Schroeder, Mary Hueske) 
New Member Welcome/Coffee Hour 

9:00am 
10:00am 
11:15am 
11:45am 

7:15am 
7:00pm 
7:30pm 
8:30pm 
7:15am 

10:30am 
7:00-8:00pm 
5:45-6:45pm 

6:00pm 
7:00pm 

 
8:00pm 
7:15am 

 
8:30am 
8:50am 
6:30pm 
8:00pm 
6:45am 
9:00am 

10:00am 
 
 

11:00am 

mailto:pastorberger@gmail.com
mailto:danner@stpaulsplymouth.org
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BIRTHDAYS AND ANNIVERSARIES 

Today – Courtney Bekemeyer, Kelcie deKoning 
Monday – M/M Daryl Bergmeier 

Tuesday – M/M Dean Mammen, Dennis Weichel, Lisa Scheele 
Wednesday – M/M Dennis Meyer 

Thursday – Pat Bekemeyer, Kay Wollenburg 
Friday – Kathy Scheele, Tim Likens 

Sunday – M/M Eldon Wasserman, M/M Andrew Wiedel 
 
 

In Our Prayers 
 The family of Ruth Meyer – Ruth was called home to heaven this past Thursday.  The 

funeral service will be this Tuesday, March 28th, at 10:30 a.m., and the family prayer 
service at 10:00 a.m. Following the committal, there will be a lunch served in the church 
basement.  

 
 

Facebook – Are you on Facebook?  If so, “follow” and “like” our church page: St. 
Paul’s Ev. Lutheran Church, Plymouth, Nebraska.  Also, please “share” the various 
event fliers that we post on that page.  This is an easy and effective way to tell 
everyone about the great things that are going on at our church and school. 

 
 
Thrivent Choice Dollars – A notice to those who use Thrivent Choice to direct charitable gifts to 
church and school: Choice dollars must be directed every year by March 31st.  To designate your 
dollars, you can access your account by calling 800-847-4836 and when prompted say “Thrivent 
Choice.” Or you can access your account online at Thrivent.com/thriventchoice 
 
 

Cemetery Mowing Bids – The Cemetery Committee is now accepting mowing 
bids from anyone interested in mowing the cemetery grounds.  April 9th is the 
last day to submit a bid.  If you are interested, please give your sealed bid to 
one of the members of the Cemetery Committee (Dennis Weichel, Daryl 
Bergmeier, Barry Jung) or drop it off at the church office. Please note that you 
would provide the mower, gasoline, trimmer, etc. Thanks! 
 
 
Youth Group -  Mark your calendar – April 23rd – 4-6 p.m. 
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Growing in Hope Bible Information Class – Our “Growing in Hope” Bible Information Class 
continues this week with Lesson 4.  The class runs from 7PM-8PM each 
Tuesday.  If you would like to know more about what our church teaches or are 
considering joining our church family or would just like a review of the basic 
teachings of the Christian faith, this class is for you!  All materials will be 
provided. It is not too late to join us!! 

 
 
St. Paul’s Easter Choir – St. Paul’s Adult Choir would like to invite you to join them during Lent 
after church on Wednesdays to practice singing with them for the Easter Sunday morning 
services.   
 
 

Easter for Kids – Easter for Kids (EFK) registration forms are available on the table in the front 
entrance of church.  If your child/children will be attending, please fill out the form and return it 
to the church or school office. Additional information for registering electronically on the St. 
Paul’s website under St. Paul’s School will be available soon. EFK is Saturday, April 15th.   

 If you would like to donate candy for the Easter Egg Hunt during EFK, please drop off candy 
(individually wrapped and small enough to fit inside Easter eggs) by April 10th at the school or 
church office.  Thanks! 

 
 
LWMS Rally – Our circuit’s spring LWMS Rally will be held at Christ Lutheran in Grand Island on 
Saturday, April 29th.  A presentation entitled “Mission to the Children in Mexico” will be given by 
Ruth Schaller. For additional information, please see the flyer posted on the bulletin board.  
There is a sign-up sheet on the table in the front entrance for those planning to attend. 
 

 

WELS Worship Conference – The WELS National Worship Conference will be held June 13-16 in 
Kenosha, WI.  The congregation has set aside some money for reimbursement for anyone who 
would like to attend.  Find out more information and register online at wels.net/serving-
you/christian-life/worship/national-worship-conference/  
 
 
WELS Commission on Evangelism – St. Mark (WELS) in Lincoln is hosting a one day workshop 
through the WELS Commission on Evangelism on Saturday, June 10, called “Telling the Next 
Generation: Utilizing our Schools for Outreach.”  Our church is signed up to attend, which means 
as many as are interested are welcome and encouraged to attend.   
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Preschool Enrollment – We are anticipating high enrollment numbers in our Precious Lambs 
Preschool for the 2017-2018 school year.  If you are interested in enrolling your child, please 
obtain a preschool registration form from the school office or off the school website.  Return 
this registration form along with $40 for the registration fee as well as your first month’s tuition 
payment ($70 for 3-year old class and $90 for 4-year old class) to the school office at your 
earliest convenience to reserve your spot.  Spots are limited and going fast, so contact us today.  
We will be having a school open house after our worship service today, where new preschool 
families can bring in their preschooler to get acquainted with Mrs. Tracie Hueske and the 
classroom.  Talk to Mr. Danner or Mrs. Hueske if you have any questions.  

 

 

 

Broadcast Dates Still Available – If you are interested in sponsoring one of our Sunday 
broadcasts, please note that the following dates are still available: 

April 9 June 11, 25  July 2, 9, 16, 23 
         September 3      October 1, 8, 22, 29  
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