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St. Paul’s Plymouth 
  

March 18th, 2018 – Lent 5  

 

Service of the Word  
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Welcome 

 
 

 

 If you desire, there is a nursery in the back on the west side of the church, but please know 
that your children are ALWAYS welcome in our service no matter how much noise they 
make. We’re happy to have them hear the Word and join us praising God with their voices! 
 

 Before you leave, please sign the guest register.  It is located on the top of the stairs in the 
church entryway. 

 

 Please talk to one of the Elders (seated in the back of the church) if you have questions 
about the service or the congregation. 
 

 Large print service folders are available.  Please speak to one of the Elders if this would be 
of assistance to you. 
 

 Our Sunday morning service can be heard on KWBE 1450AM (94.7FM) and viewed live and 
archived at www.stpaulsplymouth.org.  Please share this information with those who are 
not able to attend worship. 
 

 Prayers before Worship can be found in Christian Worship – A Lutheran Hymnal, pages 10-
11.  

Broadcast Sponsor 
 

 

 
 

 

 

Focus for Our Worship 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

The theme for the entire penitential season of Lent is: “The Sufferings of Christ.”   
On this fifth Sunday in Lent, we see Christ suffering the enmity of unbelievers.  As He endures 
this suffering, He continues to speak the truth and point out that their father Abraham was 
looking forward to the day that He, the promised Savior would come.  And as often as God 
makes a promise, He always keeps them.  (The promise made to Abraham was being fulfilled 
as Jesus walked the earth to live, die, and rise for the world.)  Abraham learned that many 
times in his life, and as we study the pages of the Holy Scriptures, we too are fully persuaded 
that God has the power to do what He promises. 
 
 

Our broadcast this morning is sponsored by Kent & Joan Hummel out of thankfulness to the 
Lord for allowing them to celebrate their 59th wedding anniversary (married 3-20-59 at University 
Lutheran Chapel in Lincoln) and Joan’s 81st birthday (3-20-37).  

  
 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

Thank you for joining us for worship today! 

We pray that your spiritual life will be nourished through Word and Sacrament. 

 

http://www.stpaulsplymouth.org/


3 

 

SERVICE OF THE WORD 
Christian Worship – page 38 

 
OPENING HYMN “He Stood before the Court” (CW 115) 

 
GREETING, CONFESSION OF SINS, AND HOLY ABSOLUTION 
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit 

be with you. 
C: And also with you. 
 

P: We have come into the presence of God, who created us to love and serve Him as His dear 
children. But we have disobeyed Him and deserve only His wrath and punishment. 
Therefore, let us confess our sins to Him and plead for His mercy. 

c: Merciful Father in heaven, I am altogether sinful from birth. In countless ways I have 
sinned against You and do not deserve to be called Your child. But trusting in Jesus, my 
Savior, I pray: Have mercy on me according to Your unfailing love. Cleanse me from my 
sin, and take away my guilt. 

 
P God, our heavenly Father, has forgiven all your sins. By the perfect life and innocent death 

of our Lord Jesus Christ, He has removed your guilt forever. You are His own dear child. May 
God give you strength to live according to His will. 

C: Amen. 
 

P In the peace of this forgiveness, let us praise the Lord: 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 
P O Almighty God, who gives in abundance, so graciously, we ask You, that we may ever be 

governed in body and guarded in mind, through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives 
and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 

 
 
 

THE WORD 
 

FIRST LESSON – Genesis 22:1-14 
Sermon Text 
 

Some time later God tested Abraham. He said to him, “Abraham!”  
“Here I am,” he replied.  
2 Then God said, “Take your son, your only son, Isaac, whom you love, and go to the region of 
Moriah. Sacrifice him there as a burnt offering on one of the mountains I will tell you about.”  

3 Early the next morning Abraham got up and saddled his 
donkey. He took with him two of his servants and his son Isaac. 
When he had cut enough wood for the burnt offering, he set 
out for the place God had told him about. 4 On the third day 
Abraham looked up and saw the place in the distance. 5 He said 
to his servants, “Stay here with the donkey while I and the boy 
go over there. We will worship and then we will come back to 
you.”  
6 Abraham took the wood for the burnt offering and placed it on 
his son Isaac, and he himself carried the fire and the knife. As 
the two of them went on together, 7 Isaac spoke up and said to 

his father Abraham, “Father?”  
“Yes, my son?” Abraham replied.  
“The fire and wood are here,” Isaac said, “but where is the lamb for the burnt offering?”  
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8 Abraham answered, “God himself will provide the lamb for the burnt offering, my son.” And 
the two of them went on together.  
9 When they reached the place God had told him about, Abraham built an altar there and 
arranged the wood on it. He bound his 
son Isaac and laid him on the altar, on top 
of the wood. 10 Then he reached out his 
hand and took the knife to slay his son. 11 

But the angel of the LORD called out to him 
from heaven, “Abraham! Abraham!”  
“Here I am,” he replied.  
12 “Do not lay a hand on the boy,” he said. 
“Do not do anything to him. Now I know 
that you fear God, because you have not 
withheld from me your son, your only 
son.”  
13 Abraham looked up and there in a thicket he saw a ram caught by its horns. He went over and 
took the ram and sacrificed it as a burnt offering instead of his son. 14 So Abraham called that 
place The LORD Will Provide. And to this day it is said, “On the mountain of the LORD it will be 
provided.”  
   
PSALM OF THE DAY – Psalms 42-43, found on page 82 in the front portion of the hymnal  
           
SECOND LESSON – Hebrews 9:11-15 
The writer to the Hebrews reminds us of the culmination of the sufferings of Christ in His atoning 
death on the cross.  In the Old Testament, the bloody sacrifices pointed ahead to what happened 
on Golgotha - Jesus died as a ransom to set us free! 
 

11 When Christ came as high priest of the good things that are already here,  he went through 
the greater and more perfect tabernacle that is not man-made, that is to say, not a part of this 
creation. 12 He did not enter by means of the blood of goats and calves; but he entered the Most 
Holy Place once for all by his own blood, having obtained eternal redemption.        
13 The blood of goats and bulls and the ashes of a heifer sprinkled on those who are ceremonially 
unclean sanctify them so that they are outwardly clean. 14 How much more, then, will the blood 
of Christ, who through the eternal Spirit offered himself unblemished to God, cleanse our 
consciences from acts that lead to death, so that we may serve the living God!  
15 For this reason Christ is the mediator of a new covenant, that those who are called may 
receive the promised eternal inheritance—now that he has died as a ransom to set them free 
from the sins committed under the first covenant. 
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VERSE OF THE DAY – Romans 4:20,21 
20 Yet he did not waver through unbelief regarding the promise of God, but was strengthened in 
his faith and gave glory to God, 21 being fully persuaded that God had power to do what he had 
promised. 
 

(Traditionally during Lent, the singing of Alleluia is omitted. The absence of this song of praise 
marks Lenten worship with a sense of something missing. We will sing this song again when we 
celebrate our Lord’s Resurrection on Easter Sunday!) 
 
HOLY GOSPEL – John 8:46-59 
We read here about Christ suffering the hostility of unbelievers as He speaks the truth to them.  
Notice how these Jews knew exactly what Jesus was saying about Himself—that He is the eternal 
God who came to fulfill the promise made long ago to their father Abraham. 
 

46 Can any of you prove me guilty of sin? If I am telling the truth, why don’t you believe me? 47 He 
who belongs to God hears what God says. The reason you do not hear is that you do not belong 
to God.”  
48 The Jews answered him, “Aren’t we right in saying that you are a Samaritan and demon-
possessed?”  
49 “I am not possessed by a demon,” said Jesus, “but I honor my Father and you dishonor me. 50 I 
am not seeking glory for myself; but there is one who seeks it, and he is the judge. 51 I tell you 
the truth, if anyone keeps my word, he will never see death.”  
52 At this the Jews exclaimed, “Now we know that you are demon-possessed! Abraham died and 
so did the prophets, yet you say that if anyone keeps your word, he will never taste death. 53 Are 
you greater than our father Abraham? He died, and so did the prophets. Who do you think you 
are?”  
54 Jesus replied, “If I glorify myself, my glory means nothing. My Father, whom you claim as your 
God, is the one who glorifies me. 55 Though you do not know him, I know him. If I said I did not, I 
would be a liar like you, but I do know him and keep his word. 56 Your father Abraham rejoiced at 
the thought of seeing my day; he saw it and was glad.”  
57 “You are not yet fifty years old,” the Jews said to him, “and you have seen Abraham!”  
58 “I tell you the truth,” Jesus answered, “before Abraham was born, I am!” 59 At this, they picked 
up stones to stone him, but Jesus hid himself, slipping away from the temple grounds. 
 
P This is the Gospel of the Lord! 

 
 
 
HYMN OF THE DAY “Behold the Lamb of God” (CW 101)               
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SERMON – Genesis 22:1-14 – Fully Persuaded God Has the Power to Do what He Has Promised! 
 
 

APOSTLES’ CREED 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth.   
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born 
of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. He 
descended into hell. The third day He rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven and 
is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty. From there He will come to judge the 
living and the dead.  

 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the 
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.  

 
 

OFFERING 
 
 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH  
 
 

LORD’S PRAYER 
c Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be 

done on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and 
ever.  Amen. 

 
 

HYMN “A Lamb Goes Uncomplaining Forth” (CW 100) 
 
 

CLOSING PRAYER AND BLESSING 
P Almighty God, we thank You for teaching us the things You want us to believe and do. Help 

us by Your Holy Spirit to keep Your Word in pure hearts that we may be strengthened in 
faith, guided in holiness, and comforted in life and in death, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, 
who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
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P Brothers and sisters, go in peace. Live in harmony with one another. Serve the Lord with 
gladness. 

 The LORD bless you and keep you. 
 The LORD make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
 The LORD look on you with favor and give % you peace. 

 
 
 
 

CLOSING HYMN “The Lamb” (CWS 714) – see page 15 of the service folder 
 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
NOTES AND NEWS 

 
Pastor Fred Berger                     Principal Andrew Danner 
C-402-239-4509   O-402-656-3003                                                  C-402-433-5349   O-402-656-4465 
pastorberger@gmail.com                                                                         danner@stpaulsplymouth.org 
 

Organist: Angie Zulauf 
Teen Usher: Christian Benash 
Greeters: Mark & Deb Wells 
Childcare: Karen Schroeder, Mary Hueske 
Broadcast Announcers:  Michael Wells, Eric Bekemeyer 

 
 

BIRTHDAYS AND ANNIVERSARIES 
Today - Aaron Freese, Chris Kloppenborg     Monday – Luke Kloppenborg, Mikayla Wurm 

Tuesday – Joan Hummel, Wanieta Schroeder, M/M Kent Hummel  
Wednesday – Daryl Bergmeier, Michael Wells     Thursday – Darren Sasse, M/M Barry Jung 

Friday – Barb Freese, Brian Jung, Joann Kerwood, M/M Ross Wollenburg 
Saturday – Ryan Carrel, Marvel Meints, Logan Scheele, Paisley Siebrandt 

 
                
 

mailto:pastorberger@gmail.com
mailto:danner@stpaulsplymouth.org
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This Week, By God’s Grace (March 18th – March 25th) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Today 
 
 
Monday 
Tuesday 
 
 
 
 
Wed. – Sat. 
Wednesday 
 
 
 
 
 
Thursday 
 
Friday 
Saturday 
 
Sunday 

Bible Class, Sunday School 
Worship 
4th Quarter Sunday School Teachers’ Meeting 
Faculty Meeting 
Faculty Devotion 
School Chapel 
LES Catechism 
Faculty Meeting 
PTO Meeting 
Focus on Ministry Class Trip (Grades 6-8) 
PSI Class  
Lenten Supper 
Lenten Worship Service  
(Greeters: Josh & Jody Swartz) 
(Pastor preaches at Beatrice) 
Adult Choir 
Faculty Devotion 
Ladies Aid 
Men’s Bible Study Breakfast 
St. Mark’s Pinewood Car Derby at NELHS 
Bekemeyer-Reith Wedding 
Bible Class, Sunday School 
Worship-Communion 
(Greeters: Logan Scheele, Megan Roberts)  
(Childcare: Tracie Hueske, Barb Freese) 
Endowment/Broadcast Meeting 
School Open House & Preschool Registration 
NELHS Easter Concert 

9:00am 
10:00am 
11:00am 

7:15am 
7:15am 
8:30am 
9:00am 
3:45pm 
6:00pm 

 
5:45-6:45pm 
6:00-6:45pm 

7:00pm 
 
 

8:00pm 
7:15am 
2:30pm 
6:45am 
2:30pm 

 
9:00am 

10:00am 
 
 

11:15am 
11:30am-1:00pm 

4:00pm 
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In Our Prayers 
 Amanda Bekemeyer and Travis Reith – We ask for the Lord’s blessing upon this marriage.  

Pastor Berger (Angie Zulauf Organist) will be officiating this wedding using the facility of 
Immanuel Lutheran in Lynn, KS. 

 Kay Weichel – our dear sister remains hospitalized at Bryan East. 
 Suzie Grummert – our dear sister is continuing to recover at Bryan West and will be returning 

home, Lord-willing, on March 20th. 
 Greyson Danner – he was released from Children’s Hospital in Omaha this past Thursday and 

is now at home. The Danner family appreciates all of your prayers and concerns for Greyson 
and their family. 

 
Helping our Grieving Hmong Brothers and Sisters—The Lord, in His wisdom and mercy, called 
home to heaven our brother in Christ Hue Thao (pronounced Who Tao).  Hue died very 
unexpectedly on Monday, February 19.  Hue was a member of Grace Hmong Lutheran Church 
(WELS) in Kansas City, Kansas.  Hue was a WELS seminary student, studying in our synod’s 
Pastoral Studies Institute (PSI) program to become a WELS pastor, and was already a faithful 
servant in the Lord’s Church, accompanying Missionary Bounkeo Lor on a number of trips to 
East Asia.  Hue was ready to begin his vicar year at Grace Hmong the very day that the Lord 
called him Home.  Today we will have a door offering for our grieving brothers and sisters in 
Christ to help cover the cost of Hue’s funeral expenses.  Checks can be made out to “St. Paul's” 
and earmarked “Hue Thao Funeral.”  You can also drop off a special offering through March 18th 
at the church office.  Thank you for your prayers and gifts! 
 
Cemetery Mowing Bids—The Cemetery Committee is now accepting 
mowing bids from anyone interested in mowing the cemetery grounds.  April 
8th is the last day to submit a bid.  If you are interested, please give your 
sealed bid to one of the members of the Cemetery Committee (Dennis 
Weichel, Daryl Bergmeier, Barry Jung) or drop it off at the church office. 
Please note that you would provide the mower, gasoline, trimmer, etc. Thanks! 
 
Campbell Soup Labels—Please note that the Campbell’s Soup Label program has been 
discontinued, so we are no longer collecting those labels. However, the Box Tops for Education 
program is still in effect. Those box tops may be brought to the church or school office at any 
time or put into the Box Top for Education container on the table in the front entrance of 
church. 

 
Easter Lilies — We would like to beautify our church with many flowers on Easter 
morning. If you would like a lily to loan to the church for Easter services, please sign 
the list on the table in the front entrance. Each plant will cost $16.00 (payable in 
advance to St. Paul’s Church Office, please).  The ordering deadline date is TODAY.  



11 

 

Men’s Bible Breakfast—Men’s Bible Breakfast meets once a month on Friday morning at 
6:45am at Dallas and Vickie Christ’s shed.  For our April study, we will start working through 
Luther’s Large Catechism.  It’s a short read (127 pages), and we will work through it for about 
the next year.  If you would like to be part of this, please sign up on the sheet on the back table 
so that Pastor Berger can order you a copy of the Large Catechism.  Even if you can’t make it to 
Bible Breakfast every time, working through this book will be of benefit to you. 
 
Thrivent Choice Dollars—The deadline date to direct 2017 Thrivent Choice Dollars is March 31st. 
However, since Good Friday is on March 30th and March 31st falls on Saturday, the Thrivent 
corporate office is closed on both of those days. To ensure that Choice Dollars directions get 
processed before the deadline, please direct Choice Dollars before that time. 
There are two options for directing Choice Dollars:  

• Online at www.Thrivent.com/thriventchoice.  
• Phone: 800-847-4836 and say "Thrivent Choice" at the prompt. 

(The Member Connection Center is open until 6 p.m. Central time, Monday – Friday.) 
 

Vacation Bible School—The Nebraska District Convention is scheduled for the first week in June, 
and since several members of our faculty will be attending the convention, our dates for 
Vacation Bible School have been changed to June 11-15. We apologize for any inconvenience 
this change may have caused. 
 
Easter For Kids—Easter for Kids will be held this year on Saturday, March 31st.  To register your 
child(ren) you may fill out a registration form and return it to the church or school office, or 
register electronically by going to the following link https://goo.gl/forms/y9tFOIUHIERJXw7s2 or 
to the St. Paul’s website. Please note that due to scheduling cleaning, decorating, and organ 
practice times that day, the closing program will be held in the school gym at 11:45 a.m.  

 If you would like to donate candy for the EFK Easter Egg Hunt, please drop off candy 
(individually wrapped and small enough to fit inside plastic Easter eggs) at the school or 
church office, or place it into the box under the table in the front entrance of church.   
Thank you! 

 Also, anyone who would be willing to donate fruit for snack time is asked to contact 
Andrea Weichel (baweichel@yahoo.com). 
 

School Auction Recap—Thank you so much for your donations, attendance, and help for our 
annual auction!  We raised $13,625.73 of our goal of $15,000 to go towards staging, lighting and 
microphones for St. Paul's Lutheran School musical and play productions.  Thank you to all our 
volunteers, especially Amy and Derek Weichel for their work in making our event such a 
success!   
 
 

http://links.members.thrivent.com/ctt?kn=2&ms=MTI4NzkwOTYS1&r=MjA4NjczMjEyOTEwS0&b=0&j=MTM0MDQzNjUzNwS2&mt=1&rt=0
https://goo.gl/forms/y9tFOIUHIERJXw7s2
mailto:baweichel@yahoo.com
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Broadcast Dates—If you are thinking of sponsoring a broadcast this year, 
please note that the following dates are still available: 
 March 25   April 8, 15, 22, 29  May 6  
 June 10, 17, 24  July 1, 8, 15, 22   August 5, 12, 19, 26 
 September 2, 16, 23 October 7, 21, 28  November 18 
 December 16, 23, 30 
 

❖ The cost to sponsor a Sunday broadcast is $115. 
❖ The Thanksgiving Day, Christmas Eve, and Christmas Day broadcasts are also available.  

The cost to sponsor one of these broadcasts is $195.  
❖ Please contact Craig Scheele or the church office to reserve a date. 

 
 
Thank You—We recently received the following thank you note: 
     Thank you to all of my relatives and friends for the many cards, visits, phone calls, and special 
wishes I received for my 90th birthday. It is truly a special blessing to have such loving and caring 
people in my life. God’s richest blessing to all of you!  Eugene Busch 
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St. Paul’s Lutheran School, Plymouth Nebraska 

Thursday, March 29, 2018 

Starting at 8:30 am, Lunch at 12:00 noon 

Call St. Paul’s Lutheran School for more information 

402-656-4465 

Parent Meeting Monday Night, March 26,  7:00 pm  
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