St. Paul’s Plymouth
March 11th, 2018 – Lent 4

The Common Service with Communion
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Welcome
Thank you for joining us for worship today!
We pray that your spiritual life will be nourished through Word and Sacrament.
 If you desire, there is a nursery in the back on the west side of the church, but please know that
your children are ALWAYS welcome in our service no matter how much noise they make.
We’re happy to have them hear the Word and join us praising God with their voices!
 Before you leave, please sign the guest register. It is located on the top of the stairs in the
church entryway.
 Please talk to one of the Elders (seated in the back of the church) if you have questions about
the service or the congregation.
 Large print service folders are available. Please speak to one of the Elders if this would be of
assistance to you.
 Our Sunday morning service can be heard on KWBE 1450AM (94.7FM) and viewed live and
archived at www.stpaulsplymouth.org. Please share this information with those who are not
able to attend worship.
 Prayers before Worship can be found in Christian Worship – A Lutheran Hymnal, pages 10-11.

Broadcast Sponsor
Our broadcast this morning is sponsored with several gifts from a number of faithful listeners.

Focus for Our Worship
The theme for the entire penitential season of Lent is: “The Sufferings of Christ.”
On this fourth Sunday in Lent, we see Christ suffering the worldliness of sinners. The disciples
look to the world for solutions and the crowds look to Jesus for merely worldly gifts. Jesus’
walk to the cross this Lenten season reminds us to look first to Him, not only for what we
need here in this world, but most importantly for the eternity His life, death, and resurrection
has won for us in heaven.
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St. Paul’s Evangelical Lutheran Church & SCHOOL
Plymouth, Nebraska
stpaulsplymouth.org

In an ever-changing world, St. Paul’s Evangelical Lutheran Church exists to build Christ’s kingdom in
people’s hearts with the un-changing Gospel of Jesus Christ.

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++
The Common Service with Communion - (page 15 of Christian Worship)
Opening Hymn “In the Hour of Trial” (CW 116)
M In the name of the Father and of the Son % and of the Holy Spirit.

Confession of Sins and Holy Absolution
M: Beloved in the Lord: let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins to God our
Father, asking Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness.
c: Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful and that I have disobeyed
You in my thoughts, words, and actions. I have done what is evil and failed to do what is
good. For this I deserve Your punishment both now and in eternity. But I am truly sorry for
my sins, and trusting in my Savior Jesus Christ, I pray: Lord, have mercy on me, a sinner.

M: God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has given His only Son to be the
atoning sacrifice for our sins. Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by His authority, I
forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son % and of the Holy Spirit.
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M

In the peace of this forgiveness, let us praise the Lord.
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Prayer of the Day
M: The Lord be with you.

M: Let us pray. O Almighty God, for what we have done, we rightly deserve to be
punished, yet grant, we ask You, that we may so breathe anew by the comfort of Your
grace that we may withstand all the assaults of the world; through Jesus Christ, Your Son,
our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

First Lesson — Numbers 21:4-9
Sermon Text
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They traveled from Mount Hor along the route to the Red Sea, to go around Edom. But the
people grew impatient on the way; 5 they spoke against God and against Moses, and said, “Why
have you brought us up out of Egypt to die in the desert? There is no bread! There is no water!
And we detest this miserable food!”
6
Then the LORD sent venomous snakes among them; they bit the people and many Israelites
died. 7 The people came to Moses and said, “We sinned when we spoke against the LORD and
against you. Pray that the LORD will take the snakes away from us.” So Moses prayed for the
people.
8
The LORD said to Moses, “Make a snake and put it up on a pole; anyone who is bitten can
look at it and live.” 9 So Moses made a bronze snake and put it up on a pole. Then when anyone
was bitten by a snake and looked at the bronze snake, he lived.
Second Lesson — Galatians 4:21-31
Here Paul teaches us that we can find no joy in the glories of this world or in the worldly law
based religions. True lasting joy can only be found in the Gospel, which centers on everything
Christ has done for all people.
21

Tell me, you who want to be under the law, are you not aware of what the law says? 22 For it is
written that Abraham had two sons, one by the slave woman and the other by the free woman.
23
His son by the slave woman was born in the ordinary way; but his son by the free woman was
born as the result of a promise.
24
These things may be taken figuratively, for the women represent two covenants. One
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covenant is from Mount Sinai and bears children who are to be slaves: This is Hagar. 25 Now
Hagar stands for Mount Sinai in Arabia and corresponds to the present city of Jerusalem,
because she is in slavery with her children. 26 But the Jerusalem that is above is free, and she is
our mother. 27 For it is written:
“Be glad, O barren woman,
who bears no children;
break forth and cry aloud,
you who have no labor pains;
because more are the children of the desolate woman
than of her who has a husband.”
28
Now you, brothers, like Isaac, are children of promise. 29 At that time the son born in the
ordinary way persecuted the son born by the power of the Spirit. It is the same now. 30 But what
does the Scripture say? “Get rid of the slave woman and her son, for the slave woman’s son will
never share in the inheritance with the free woman’s son.” 31 Therefore, brothers, we are not
children of the slave woman, but of the free woman.
Verse of the Day — John 3:13-16
M No one has ever gone into heaven except the one who came from heaven—the Son of Man.
Just as Moses lifted up the snake in the desert, so the Son of Man must be lifted up, that
everyone who believes in him may have eternal life. For God so loved the world that he gave
his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life.
(Traditionally during Lent, the singing of Alleluia is omitted. The absence of this song of
praise marks Lenten worship with a sense of something missing. We will sing this song again
when we celebrate our Lord’s Resurrection on Easter Sunday!)
Holy Gospel — John 6:1-15
M: The Gospel of St. John chapter 6, beginning at verse 1:

The crowd looks to Jesus to be a worldly king, but Jesus continues to make His way to the cross
to win for them what they actually NEED – not physical bread, but eternal life.
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Some time after this, Jesus crossed to the far shore of the Sea of Galilee (that is, the Sea of
Tiberias), 2 and a great crowd of people followed him because they saw the miraculous signs he
had performed on the sick. 3 Then Jesus went up on a mountainside and sat down with his
disciples. 4 The Jewish Passover Feast was near.
5
When Jesus looked up and saw a great crowd coming toward him, he said to Philip, “Where
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shall we buy bread for these people to eat?” 6 He asked this only to test him, for he already had
in mind what he was going to do.
7
Philip answered him, “Eight months’ wages would not buy enough bread for each one to have
a bite!”
8
Another of his disciples, Andrew, Simon Peter’s brother, spoke up, 9 “Here is a boy with five
small barley loaves and two small fish, but how far will they go among so many?”
10
Jesus said, “Have the people sit down.” There was plenty of grass in that place, and the men
sat down, about five thousand of them. 11 Jesus then took the loaves, gave thanks, and
distributed to those who were seated as much as they wanted. He did the same with the fish.
12
When they had all had enough to eat, he said to his disciples, “Gather the pieces that are left
over. Let nothing be wasted.” 13 So they gathered them and filled twelve baskets with the pieces
of the five barley loaves left over by those who had eaten.
14
After the people saw the miraculous sign that Jesus did, they began to say, “Surely this is the
Prophet who is to come into the world.” 15 Jesus, knowing that they intended to come and make
him king by force, withdrew again to a mountain by himself.
M This is the Gospel of the Lord.

Nicene Creed
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that
is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the
Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one
being with the Father. Through Him all things were made. For us and for our salvation, He
came down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary, and became
fully human. For our sake He was crucified under Pontius Pilate. He suffered death and was
buried. On the third day He rose again in accordance with the Scriptures. He ascended into
heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the
living and the dead, and His kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father
and the Son, who in unity with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, who has
spoken through the prophets. We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church. We
acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead
and the life of the world to come. Amen.
Hymn of the Day “When I Survey the Wondrous Cross” (CW 125)
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Sermon — Numbers 21:4-9 – Trust the Cure!
After the sermon, the congregation sings:

Offering
Prayer of the Church
Lord’s Prayer
c:
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.
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THE SACRAMENT
M The Lord be with you.

M Lift up your hearts.

M Let us give thanks to the Lord, our God.

M It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in all places give You thanks, O Lord,
holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who brought the
gift of salvation to all people by His death on the tree of the cross, so that the devil, who
overcame us by a tree would in turn by a tree be overcome. Therefore, with all the saints on
earth and hosts of heaven, we praise Your holy name and join their glorious song:
Holy, Holy, Holy
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Words of Institution
M Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night He was betrayed, took bread; and when He had given
thanks, He broke it and gave it to His disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is My + body,
which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of Me.”
Then He took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of you;
this is My + blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for the forgiveness of
sins. Do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of Me.”
M The peace of the Lord be with you always.

O Christ, Lamb of God
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Close Communion We ask that only those who have previously spoken to our pastor or are
members in good standing of this or another WELS or ELS congregation come to Holy
Communion today. Our practice of Close Communion (which has been the practice of the
Christian Church throughout the ages) is in no way trying to judge anyone’s faith. What we are
trying to do is follow the Bible’s clear teaching (I Corinthians 11) to first study God’s Word
together. As we do so, we can share with/review with you what the Lord’s Supper is all about.
You, then, also have an opportunity to examine what we believe and teach before you come to
the Lord’s Supper here at St. Paul’s and make a public profession that you agree with what we
teach.
If you have any questions about this or would like to commune at St. Paul’s in the future, please
talk to Pastor Berger after worship this morning. He would love to sit down with you on your
timetable and at your convenience and talk about these important matters.
PRAYER BEFORE COMMUNION
Lord, I am not worthy to be a guest at Your holy table. But You are a friend of sinners, and You
will not cast me out. This bread is Your body, which bore my sins upon the tree. This wine is
Your blood, which purifies me from all guilt. At Your invitation, I come rejoicing. Receive me,
my Savior. Amen.
Distribution Hymns
“My Song Is Love Unknown” (CW 110)
“Take the World, but Give Me Jesus” (CW 355)
“Alas! And Did My Savior Bleed” (CW 129)
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
Thank You, Lord Jesus Christ, for nourishing me in this sacrament with Your body and blood.
You have given me forgiveness, life, and salvation. Let me always remain in You as a branch
remains in the vine. Send me out in the power of Your Spirit to live and work to Your praise and
glory. Amen.
After the Lord’s Supper, the congregation stands to sing:
Thanksgiving
Song of Simeon
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M O give thanks to the Lord, for He is good.

M O God the Father, source of all goodness, in Your loving kindness You sent Your Son to share
our humanity. We thank You that through Him You have given us pardon and peace in this
sacrament. We also pray that You will not forsake us but will rule our hearts and minds by
Your Holy Spirit so that we willingly serve You day after day, through Jesus Christ, our Lord,
who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

M The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and + give you peace.

Closing Hymn “O Dearest Lord, Thy Sacred Head” (CW 118)
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NOTES AND NEWS

Pastor Fred Berger
C-402-239-4509 O-402-656-3003
pastorberger@gmail.com

Principal Andrew Danner
C-402-433-5349 O-402-656-4465
danner@stpaulsplymouth.org

Organist: Rachel Schroeder
Teen Usher: Christian Benash
Greeters: John & Marcie Vossler
Childcare: Steph Wehrman, Beckie Bekemeyer
Broadcast Announcers: Ethan Paxton, Brett Scheiding

BIRTHDAYS AND ANNIVERSARIES
Tuesday – Jean Weichel, Art Wells, M/M Scott Hayek
Saturday – Kirk Holtmeier, Daryl Scheele, Mia Wollenburg, Faith Worster
Sunday – Aaron Freese, Chris Kloppenborg

In Our Prayers
† Kay Weichel – she was admitted to Jefferson Community Hospital this past Thursday.
† Suzie Grummert – she was admitted to Bryan LGH West this past Thursday.
† Ruth Carol Meyer and her family – Ruth’ son, Tom, passed away unexpectedly this past week.

Helping our Grieving Hmong Brothers and Sisters—The Lord, in His wisdom and mercy, called
home to heaven our brother in Christ Hue Thao (pronounced Who Tao). Hue died very
unexpectedly on Monday, February 19. Hue was a member of Grace Hmong Lutheran Church
(WELS) in Kansas City, Kansas. Hue was a WELS seminary student, studying in our synod’s
Pastoral Studies Institute (PSI) program to become a WELS pastor, and was already a faithful
servant in the Lord’s Church, accompanying Missionary Bounkeo Lor on a number of trips to
East Asia. Hue was ready to begin his vicar year at Grace Hmong the very day that the Lord
called him Home. On Sunday, March 18th, we will have a door offering for our grieving
brothers and sisters in Christ to help cover the cost of Hue’s funeral expenses. Checks can be
made out to “St. Paul's” and earmarked “Hue Thao Funeral.” You can also drop off a special
offering through March 18th at the church office. Thank you for your prayers and gifts!
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This Week, By God’s Grace (March 11th – March 18th)
Today

Monday
Tuesday
Tues. – Thurs.
Wednesday

Thursday

Friday
Saturday
Sunday

Bible Class, Sunday School
Worship-Communion
Easter for Kids Planning Meeting
NELHS Association Meeting
Faculty Meeting
Circuit Meeting in Seward
Faculty Devotion
LES Catechism
Parent-Teacher Conferences
School Chapel
PSI Class
Lenten Supper
Lenten Worship Service (Junior Choir Sings)
(Greeters: Lillian Freese, Aleatha Gronemeyer)
(Pastor preaches at Zion, Clatonia)
NO ADULT CHOIR PRACTICE
Faculty Devotion
LES Catechism
(Pastor Preaches at Cortland)
Junior Choir
LES Science/Arts Fair at NELHS (Gr. 3-8)
Bible Class, Sunday School
Worship (Hue Tao Door Offering)
Sunday School Teachers’ Meeting
(Greeters: Mark & Deb Wells)
(Childcare: Karen Schroeder, Mary Hueske)

9:00am
10:00am
11:15am
4:00pm
7:15am
8:00am
7:15am
8:30am
8:30am
5:45-6:45pm
6:00-6:45pm
7:00pm

7:15am
8:30am
3:50-4:15pm
9:00am
10:00am
11:00am

Desserts—Our congregation will be helping provide and serve desserts following the Easter
concert at NELHS on March 25th. If you would be willing to make a dessert, there is a sign-up
sheet on the table in the front entrance. Please have desserts to the church basement by 1:00
p.m. that day. Those helping serve will transport them to NELHS. Also, please note that if you
bring a pan that needs to be returned, it should be clearly labeled with your name.
Cemetery Mowing Bids—The Cemetery Committee is now accepting mowing bids
from anyone interested in mowing the cemetery grounds. April 8th is the last day to
submit a bid. If you are interested, please give your sealed bid to one of the
members of the Cemetery Committee (Dennis Weichel, Daryl Bergmeier, Barry Jung) or drop it
off at the church office. Please note that you would provide the mower, gasoline, trimmer, etc.
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Easter Lilies — We would like to beautify our church with many flowers on Easter
morning. If you would like a lily to loan to the church for Easter services, please
sign the list on the table in the front entrance. Each plant will cost $16.00 (payable
in advance to St. Paul’s Church Office, please). The ordering deadline date is
March 18th.
Men’s Bible Breakfast—Men’s Bible Breakfast meets once a month on Friday morning at
6:45am at Dallas and Vickie Christ’s shed. For our April study, we will start working through
Luther’s Large Catechism. It’s a short read (127 pages), and we will work through it for about
the next year. If you would like to be part of this, please sign up on the sheet on the back table
so that Pastor Berger can order you a copy of the Large Catechism. Even if you can’t make it to
Bible Breakfast every time, working through this book will be of benefit to you.
Growing in Hope Class – A Growing in Hope Bible Information Class will be starting on Tuesday,
April 10th. It will be held on Tuesdays from 7-8PM in the fellowship area at church.
Refreshments will be provided. A flyer was sent out to the Plymouth and Swanton zip codes. If
you do not live in those zip codes, a flyer was placed in your church mailbox. Everyone, long
time members included, are encouraged to attend as a great review of the basic Bible truths.
Everyone is encouraged to pass your flyer on to a friend, neighbor, relative, or acquaintance to
invite them to come with you as well. (A copy of the flyer is on the back page of this bulletin).
Thrivent Choice Dollars—The deadline date to direct 2017 Thrivent Choice Dollars is March 31st.
However, since Good Friday is on March 30th and March 31st falls on Saturday, the Thrivent
corporate office is closed on both of those days. To ensure that Choice Dollars directions get
processed before the deadline, please direct Choice Dollars before that time.
There are two options for directing Choice Dollars:
• Online at www.Thrivent.com/thriventchoice.
• Phone: 800-847-4836 and say "Thrivent Choice" at the prompt.
(The Member Connection Center is open until 6 p.m. Central time, Monday – Friday.)
Easter For Kids—Easter for Kids will be held this year on Saturday, March 31st. We will have
more information on ways to sign your children up in the near future. If you would like to help
out with Easter For Kids, there are many ways to use your gifts from teaching to crafts to music
to snacks to general helpers. If you would be interested in helping, please email Andrea Weichel
(baweichel@yahoo.com) or come to the planning meeting after church today.
The Nebraska District Convention is scheduled for the first week
in June, and since several members of our faculty will be
attending the convention, our dates for Vacation Bible School
have been changed to June 11-15. We apologize for any
inconvenience this change may have caused.
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Church Council Meeting Highlights - Thursday March 1, 2018 8:00 P. M.
The opening devotion included a review of the church council handbook.
Nathan Schwab was elected Vice- Chairman.
The secretary’s minutes from the January 4th meeting were approved as presented.
Treasurer’s Report: Stan Hueske reported the following balances:
Home Fund Balance
$-6,282.38
Missions (submitted)
$5,201.39
Building Fund Balance
$360.00
NELHS Operating (submitted)
$1,975.00
NELHS Debt Retirement (submitted)
$1,185.00
Memorial Fund Balance
$15,395.00
Elders:
➢ The 2018 Memorial list was reviewed and accepted.
➢ Mr. Charles Bonow will be a guest organist on Sunday April 22. A motion was made,
seconded and passed to pay him $250.00 out of the Thrivent fund for travel expenses
along with taking a door offering on that Sunday.
➢ Mission Festival will be held Sunday, July 22. We will be having Missionary Luke
Wolfgramm from Russia. He will present a Bible Study at 9AM and also be here for
worship at 10AM. A potluck will follow.
Board of Education:
➢ Mr. Danner reported that the basketball season is over. The A team finished second and
the B team finished third in the tournament at NELHS.
➢ The Silent Auction was very successful and raised around $13,000.00. The money will
be used for stage and lighting equipment for school plays.
➢ The accreditation team was here last month and awarded our school with exemplary
status.
➢ The Board of Education is looking into different options to handle the growing
attendance at the children’s Christmas Eve service. No decisions have been made at this
point.
➢ Jaime Danner is currently on maternity leave. Tracie Hueske is filling in while Jaime is
out.
➢ The dates for Vacation Bible School have been changed from June 4-8 to June 11-15.
➢ The Board of Education will be visiting classrooms on Friday, March 9.
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➢ It was decided to continue with a monthly financial report. The new Treasurer (Ethan
Schroeder) will have a report ready for next month’s Council meeting.
Trustees:
➢ The Trustees will schedule steeple repairs with Chappel Roofing as soon as possible.
➢ The Trustees will contact Roof Tech out of Omaha about some of the leaks that are
taking place in the fellowship hall.
NELHS Report:
➢ The girls’ basketball team finished the season with a loss to a very tough Heartland team
in subdistrict play. The girls final record was 14-8.
➢ The boys’ basketball team just wrapped up their regular season with a big win against
Walthill. Their record currently stands at 17-5 as they enter subdistrict play.
➢ Pastor Kyle Burmeister of Summerville, South Carolina, has been called to be our next
campus pastor.
➢ Ms. Jennifer Birr of Fond Du Lac, Wisconsin, has been called to teach math and coach.
➢ Recruitment efforts continue. So far, 17 new students have enrolled (15 freshmen and 2
sophomores). If you know of a family whom we can contact to tell about our ministry,
please call 402-728-5236.
➢ March 10: “Knight Out” at the German-American Society in West-Omaha. We look
forward to seeing many of you attend this night of fellowship and fundraising at the
German American Society in Omaha. We will be enjoying the music of Koine. Contact
Twila Fickel (tfickel@nelhs.org) for more information about attending this event. We
will also be seeking businesses and individuals to sponsor this night.
➢ March 11: NELHS Association Meeting at 4 pm
➢ March 17: Lutheran Elementary Schools Science and Fine Arts Fair
➢ March 25: Easter Concert at NELHS at 4 pm
Pastor Berger’s Report:
➢ A new Bible Information class will start on April 10. Everyone was encouraged to invite
someone who may be interested in attending. Fliers are being sent out to the Plymouth
and Swanton zip codes.
➢ Shut ins will be visited this week and next.
➢ Preparations are complete for Lent and Holy Week.
➢ Pastor is being asked to participate in Grace Bible Institute (a worldwide WELS ministry).
➢ Pastor will be doing a wedding ceremony for Amanda Bekemeyer and Travis Reith on
March 24.
Other Business:
➢ The Utah Mission trip will be June 9-16. So far there are 8 people signed up.
17

➢ A motion was made, seconded and passed to pay for chaperone expense and gas for
attending the International Youth Rally this summer. This money will be taken from the
Thrivent fund.
➢ Security cameras have been installed on the church in various places. This was made
possible by a $3,395 gift last spring.
➢ The next Church Council meeting was set for April 5 at 8:00 P.M.
The meeting closed with Prayer.
Highlights from Special Church Council meeting - Sunday March 4, 2018
Trustees:
➢ A motion was made, seconded and passed to allow the Trustees authority to rock the
church parking lot. Funds will be taken from the maintenance fund line item in the
budget.
➢ It was reported that Roof Tech out of Omaha was contacted and they will come down
to take a look at the various roof leaks in the fellowship area and see what it will take to
repair them.
A motion was made and seconded to adjourn. Motion carried.
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St. Paul’s Lutheran School, Plymouth Nebraska
Thursday, March 29, 2018
Starting at 8:30 am, Lunch at 12:00 noon
Call St. Paul’s Lutheran School for more information
402-656-4465
Parent Meeting Monday Night, March 26, 7:00 pm
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