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St. Paul’s Evangelical Lutheran Church & SCHOOL 

Plymouth, Nebraska 

stpaulsplymouth.org 
 

In an ever-changing world, St. Paul’s Evangelical Lutheran Church exists to build Christ’s kingdom in 

people’s hearts with the un-changing Gospel of Jesus Christ. 
 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
 

February 7th, 2016 
Transfiguration Sunday 

 
 

Welcome — We extend a heartfelt welcome to all. 
May the praise of Jesus= name be on our lips and the 
glory of God=s name be reflected in how we live in the 
week ahead. Please come and worship with us again. If 
you are visiting today, please sign our guest book 
located in the front entrance. 
 

Broadcast Sponsor — Our broadcast today is 
sponsored with a number of smaller gifts from several 
faithful listeners. 
 

Prayers before Worship can be found in Christian 
Worship—A Lutheran Hymnal, pages 10-11.  

Focus for Our Worship — Today we gather to 
celebrate the Transfiguration of our Lord.  Before 
Jesus willingly went to Jerusalem to suffer and die, He 
took his disciples to a mountaintop to show them His 
glory.   The Son of God shone with all the brightness of 
heaven as sinful men looked on and saw the truth 
about their Savior: the man who would die on the 
cross to save them, was in fact King of kings and Lord 
of lords. 
 
 

                                             
 

 
SERVICE OF THE WORD 

(Christian Worship - p. 38) 
 

OPENING HYMN How Good, Lord, to Be Here (CW 95) 
 

 

GREETING, CONFESSION OF SINS, AND HOLY ABSOLUTION 
M: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be 
 with you. 
C: And also with you. 
 

M: We have come into the presence of God, who created us to love and serve Him as His dear 
 children. But we have disobeyed Him and deserve only His wrath and punishment. Therefore, let 
 us confess our sins to Him and plead for His mercy. 
C: Merciful Father in heaven, I am altogether sinful from birth. In countless ways I have sinned 
 against You and do not deserve to be called Your child. But trusting in Jesus, my Savior, I pray: 
 Have mercy on me according to Your unfailing love. Cleanse me from my sin, and take away 
 my guilt. 
 

 M: God, our heavenly Father, has forgiven all your sins. By the perfect life and innocent death of our 
 Lord Jesus Christ, He has removed your guilt forever. You are His own dear child. May God give 
 you strength to live according to His will. 
C: Amen. 
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M: In the peace of this forgiveness, let us praise the Lord. 

 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
M: Let us pray. Lord God, before the suffering and death of Your one and only Son, You revealed His 

glory on the holy mountain.  Grant that we, like Peter, James and John, with eyes of faith behold His 
glory as well to prepare us for this life and for eternity; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and 
reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  

 

 
 

THE WORD 
FIRST LESSON – Ezekiel 1:2-5a, 22-28  
At the beginning of Ezekiel’s ministry, he sees a glorious vision of the Lord.  Ezekiel would serve as the Lord’s prophet during a difficult 
time in Israel’s history.  In a time when God’s power and glory would be called into question, God shows Ezekiel glory he wouldn’t 
soon forget.  God does a very similar thing in the Gospel for today—showing His glory...a sight that prepared the disciples and us for 
understanding Jesus’ walk to the cross. 

  

2 
On the fifth of the month—it was the fifth year of the exile of King Jehoiachin— 

3 
the word of the LORD 

came to Ezekiel the priest, the son of Buzi, by the Kebar River in the land of the Babylonians. There the 
hand of the LORD was upon him.  

4 
I looked, and I saw a windstorm coming out of the north—an immense cloud with flashing lightning 
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and surrounded by brilliant light. The center of the fire looked like glowing metal, 
5 

and in the fire was 
what looked like four living creatures… 

22 
Spread out above the heads of the living creatures was what looked like an expanse, sparkling like ice, 

and awesome. 
23 

Under the expanse their wings were stretched out one toward the other, and each had 
two wings covering its body. 

24 
When the creatures moved, I heard the sound of their wings, like the roar 

of rushing waters, like the voice of the Almighty, like the tumult of an army. When they stood still, they 
lowered their wings.  

25 
Then there came a voice from above the expanse over their heads as they stood with lowered wings. 

26 
Above the expanse over their heads was what looked like a throne of sapphire, and high above on the 

throne was a figure like that of a man. 
27 

I saw that from what appeared to be his waist up he looked like 
glowing metal, as if full of fire, and that from there down he looked like fire; and brilliant light surrounded 
him. 

28 
Like the appearance of a rainbow in the clouds on a rainy day, so was the radiance around him.  

This was the appearance of the likeness of the glory of the LORD. When I saw it, I fell facedown, and I 
heard the voice of one speaking. 
 

PSALM OF THE DAY – Psalm 148, found on page 121 in the front portion of the hymnal 
 

SECOND LESSON – 2 Peter 1:16-21 (Sermon Text) 

    
16 

We did not follow cleverly invented stories when we told you about the power and coming of our 
Lord Jesus Christ, but we were eyewitnesses of his majesty. 

17 
For he received honor and glory from God 

the Father when the voice came to him from the Majestic Glory, saying, “This is my Son, whom I love; with 
him I am well pleased.” 

18 
We ourselves heard this voice that came from heaven when we were with him 

on the sacred mountain.  
19 

And we have the word of the prophets made more certain, and you will do well to pay attention to it, 
as to a light shining in a dark place, until the day dawns and the morning star rises in your hearts. 

20 
Above 

all, you must understand that no prophecy of Scripture came about by the prophet’s own interpretation. 
21 

For prophecy never had its origin in the will of man, but men spoke from God as they were carried along 
by the Holy Spirit. 
 

VERSE OF THE DAY – John 1:14 
Alleluia.  The Word became flesh and made His dwelling among us.  We have seen His glory, the 
glory of the One and Only, who came from the Father, full of grace and truth.  Alleluia. 
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HOLY GOSPEL – Luke 9:28-36 
Once again Jesus is revealed as the Lord’s Anointed. Basking in the divine glory that has been His from eternity, the Son of Man is 
proclaimed to be God the Son with the approval of God the Father. We stand with Moses and Elijah, the disciples, and saints 
throughout the ages in this sure and certain hope: the Christ has come and salvation is ours! 
  

28 About eight days after Jesus said this, he took Peter, John and James with him and went up onto 
a mountain to pray. 29 As he was praying, the appearance of his face changed, and his clothes 
became as bright as a flash of lightning. 30 Two men, Moses and Elijah, 31 appeared in glorious 
splendor, talking with Jesus. They spoke about his departure, which he was about to bring to 
fulfillment at Jerusalem. 32 Peter and his companions were very sleepy, but when they became fully 
awake, they saw his glory and the two men standing with him. 33 As the men were leaving Jesus, 
Peter said to him, “Master, it is good for us to be here. Let us put up three shelters—one for you, one 
for Moses and one for Elijah.” (He did not know what he was saying.)  

34 While he was speaking, a cloud appeared and enveloped them, and they were afraid as they 
entered the cloud. 35 A voice came from the cloud, saying, “This is my Son, whom I have chosen; 
listen to him.” 36 When the voice had spoken, they found that Jesus was alone. The disciples kept this 
to themselves, and told no one at that time what they had seen.  
 
 

M: This is the Gospel of the Lord!  

 
 
 

HYMN OF THE DAY Jesus, Take Us to the Mountain (CWS 712) – see p. 8 of the service folder 
 
SERMON –  2 Peter 1:16-21 “Eyewitnesses of His Majesty” 
 

APOSTLES’ CREED 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth.  

 

I believe in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of 
the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. He descended 
into hell. The third day He rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven and is seated at the 
right hand of God the Father almighty. From there He will come to judge the living and the dead.  
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness 
of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.  

 
CHOIR The Lord Is My Light (The congregation is asked to join in singing the refrain – please see insert in                       

                  your service folder.) 
 
OFFERING 
 
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH  
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LORD’S PRAYER 
 Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be     
 done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our      
 trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us;  and lead us not into          
 temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the     
 glory forever and ever. Amen. 
 
HYMN Beautiful Savior (CW 369) 
 
CLOSING PRAYER AND BLESSING  
M: Almighty God, we thank You for teaching us the things You want us to believe and do. Help us by 

Your Holy Spirit to keep Your Word in pure hearts that we may be strengthened in faith, guided 
in holiness, and comforted in life and in death, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and 
reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 
 

 
 
M: Brothers and sisters, go in peace. Live in harmony with one another. Serve the Lord with 

gladness. 
 The LORD bless you and keep you. 
 The LORD make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
 The LORD look on you with favor and  give you peace. 
 

 
 
 

CLOSING HYMN How Great Thou Art (CW 256) 
 
 

                                             
 

NOTES AND NEWS  
 February 7

th
, 2016 

 

Pastor Fred Berger                          Principal Andrew Danner 
C-402-239-4509   O-402-656-3003       C-402-433-5349   O-402-656-4465  
pastorberger@gmail.com              danner@stpaulsplymouth.org 
 

************************************************************************************** 
 

Organist: Renee Bartlett 
Teen Usher: Ethan Paxton 
Greeters: Derek & Amy Weichel 
Broadcast Announcers: Eric Bekemeyer, Michael Wells 
 

mailto:pastorberger@gmail.com
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BIRTHDAYS AND ANNIVERSARIES 
Today – M/M Dustin Gronemeyer 

Tuesday – Josh Mammen 
Wednesday – Matt Scheele 

Thursday – M/M Glenn Bekemeyer 
Friday – Stacey Freese 

Sunday – Shawn Freese 
 
 
 

 

This Week, By God’s Grace 
(February 7

th
 – 14

th
) 

Today Sunday School, Bible Class 
Worship 
Prepare Care Boxes (Church Basement) 
Church Council Meeting 

9:00am 
10:00am 
11:00am 
11:00am 

Mon.-Thurs. 
Wednesday 

Parent-Teacher Conferences 
Public School Instruction Class 
Lenten Supper 
ASH WEDNESDAY Worship  
(Greeters: John & Marcie Vossler) 
Ladies Choir/Choir 

5:00-7:00pm 
5:45pm 
6:00pm 
7:00pm 

 
8:00pm 

Friday 
Saturday 
Sunday 
 

Marriage Retreat in Lincoln 
Marriage Retreat in Lincoln 
Sunday School, Bible Class 
Worship-Communion 
Voters’ Meeting 
Confirmation Meeting  
(Greeters: Neil & Beckie Bekemeyer) 
(Childcare: Marcie Vossler, Steph Berger) 

7:30-9:30pm 
9:00am-Noon 

9:00am 
10:00am 
11:15am 
11:15am 

 

  
 
 

FIC – We will once again be ordering a bundle subscription to Forward in Christ, our synod 
magazine. The cost is $11.00 for each subscription and the deadline to order is today.  Please 
contact the church office to renew your subscription or to place a new subscription. 
 
Care Boxes –After our worship service today we will be preparing care boxes for our unmarried 
students and servicemen who are away from home.  If you would like to help, please meet in 
the church basement. 
 
Marriage Seminar – The WELS Eastern Circuit’s Annual Marriage Seminar will be held February 
12th & 13th at the Hyatt Place in the Haymarket in Lincoln. If you would like to attend, please 
contact Pastor Kahrs at zion_clatonia@hotmail.com. Today is the last day to register. 
 

mailto:zion_clatonia@hotmail.com
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Lenten Services/Meals – We will begin our Lenten services on Ash Wednesday, February 10th.  
This year the theme is, “Ironies of the Passion.” Area pastors will be exchanging pulpits for these 
services. Prior to the services, a meal will be served by a designated group from our 
congregation. (You should have gotten an email or information in your church mailbox in 
connection with these meals and the divisions of various groups.)  Please note that participation 
is meant to be totally voluntary - with the hopes of giving everyone the opportunity to 
participate, if they would like to.  If it does not work for you to be involved or you prefer not to 
be involved, just let the organizer of your group know.   
  
Open House – St. Paul’s Lutheran School and Preschool will be holding their annual Open House 
on Sunday, February 21, immediately after church until 2:00pm.  Everyone is welcome to stop 
over to visit our beautiful school, talk with our talented faculty, view some of the latest student 
work, and enjoy some donuts, coffee, and juice.  Preschool families will be able to register for 
next school year with Mrs. Tracie Hueske.  Please consider inviting any friends, relatives, or 
neighbors who you think might be interested.  See you there! 
 
Trailer – The trailer in the church parking lot is for the aluminum can drive being sponsored by 
St. Paul’s PTO. If you have cans you would like to donate, please bring them soon. Thank you! 
 
Meetings – Two additional meetings have been added to the weekly schedule. We will be 
having a church council meeting following our worship service this morning and a voters’ 
meeting following our worship service next Sunday. 
 
International Youth Rally – Any of our teens interested in attending the International Youth 
Rally at Fort Collins, CO from June 28- July 1 are asked to sign the sheet on the table in the front 
entrance prior to our scheduled meeting on Sunday, February 28th.  
 
Broadcast Dates – Anyone interested in sponsoring one of our Sunday broadcasts is asked to 
note that the following Sundays for 2016 are still available: 
 Feb. 14, 21, 28   March 13, 27   April 10, 17   May 29   July 3, 10, 17, 24, 31  

 August 14, 28  September 4, 18, 25    October 2, 16, 23, 30    December 4, 11 

The cost to sponsor a Sunday broadcast is $115. 

 
Pill Bottles – The Ladies Aid would like to let everyone to know they are no longer collecting pill 
bottles for the African Medical Mission.  Thanks to all who brought bottles in the past and 
helped with this project! 
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                   (The choir will sing the verses; the congregation is asked to join in singing the refrain each time.) 
 

 
                       Reprinted under CCLI License #3240029.  
 


