St. Paul’s Plymouth
February 11th, 2018 – Pre-Lent 3

Service of Word and Sacrament
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Welcome
Thank you for joining us for worship today!
We pray that your spiritual life will be nourished through Word and Sacrament.
 If you desire, there is a nursery in the back on the west side of the church, but know that
your children are ALWAYS welcome in our service no matter how much noise they make.
We’re happy to have them hear the Word and join us praising God with their voices!
 Before you leave, please sign the guest register. It is located on the top of the stairs in the
church entryway.
 Please talk to one of the Elders (seated in the back of the church) if you have questions
about the service or the congregation.
 Large print service folders are available. Please speak to one of the Elders if this would be
of assistance to you.
 Our Sunday morning service can be heard on KWBE 1450AM (94.7FM) and viewed live and
archived at www.stpaulsplymouth.org. Please share this information with those who are
not able to attend worship.
 Prayers before Worship can be found in Christian Worship – A Lutheran Hymnal, pages 1011.

Broadcast Sponsor
Our broadcast this morning is sponsored by Glenn & Pat Bekemeyer in thankfulness to the
Lord for the many blessings shown them during 40 years of marriage. They were married
February 11, 1978.

Focus for Our Worship
This morning marks the third of three Sundays of the historic season of the church year called
Pre-Lent. Pre-Lent has traditionally been the transitional phase as the church moves from the
celebration of Epiphany to the deeply penitential season of Lent as we walk with Jesus to the
cross. A general theme for the season of Pre-Lent is the call of Jesus Christ through His Word.
Today we hear the Lord’s call to follow Him alone.
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SERVICE OF WORD AND SACRAMENT – CHRISTIAN WORSHIP – page 26
OPENING HYMN “Praise to the Lord, the Almighty” (CW 234)
Please stand
M The grace of our Lord % Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be
with you.
C And also with you.
CONFESSION OF SINS and HOLY ABSOLUTION
M God invites us to come into His presence and worship Him with humble and penitent hearts.
Therefore, let us acknowledge our sinfulness and ask Him to forgive us.
c Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful and that I have disobeyed You in
my thoughts, words, and actions. I have done what is evil and failed to do what is good. For
this I deserve Your punishment both now and in eternity. But I am truly sorry for my sins, and
trusting in my Savior Jesus Christ, I pray: Lord, have mercy on me, a sinner.
M God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has given His only Son to be the atoning
sacrifice for our sins. Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by His authority, I forgive you all
your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son % and of the Holy Spirit.
C Amen.
LORD, HAVE MERCY
M For all that we need in life and for the wisdom to use all Your gifts with gratitude and joy, hear
our prayer, O Lord.

M For the steadfast assurance that nothing can separate us from Your love and for the courage to
stand firm against the assaults of Satan and every evil, hear our prayer, O Christ.

M For the well-being of Your holy Church in all the world and for those who offer here their
worship and praise, hear our prayer, O Lord.
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M Merciful God, maker and preserver of life, uphold us by Your power and keep us in Your tender
care:

M: The works of the Lord are great and glorious; His name is worthy of praise.
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PRAYER OF THE DAY
M O Lord, who has set us free from the captivity of sin, death, and Satan, hear our prayers, we
ask You, with kindness, and so guard us from all adversity; through Jesus Christ our Lord,
who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

FIRST LESSON — I Kings 18:17-21
Sermon Text
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When he saw Elijah, he said to him, “Is that you, you troubler of Israel?”
“I have not made trouble for Israel,” Elijah replied. “But you and your father’s family have.
You have abandoned the LORD’s commands and have followed the Baals. 19 Now summon the
people from all over Israel to meet me on Mount Carmel. And bring the four hundred and fifty
prophets of Baal and the four hundred prophets of Asherah, who eat at Jezebel’s table.”
20
So Ahab sent word throughout all Israel and assembled the prophets on Mount Carmel. 21
Elijah went before the people and said, “How long will you waver between two opinions? If the
LORD is God, follow him; but if Baal is God, follow him.”
But the people said nothing.
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SECOND LESSON — 1 Corinthians 13:1-13
If I have not love, I am nothing. Paul urges the believers in Corinth and us to show others the
love that flows from faith in Jesus. We might recall John’s pithy explanation, “We love because
he first loved us” (I John 4:19).

If I speak in the tongues of men and of angels, but have not love, I am only a resounding gong
or a clanging cymbal. 2 If I have the gift of prophecy and can fathom all mysteries and all
knowledge, and if I have a faith that can move mountains, but have not love, I am nothing. 3 If I
give all I possess to the poor and surrender my body to the flames, but have not love, I gain
nothing.
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Love is patient, love is kind. It does not envy, it does not boast, it is not proud. 5 It is not rude,
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it is not self-seeking, it is not easily angered, it keeps no record of wrongs. 6 Love does not
delight in evil but rejoices with the truth. 7 It always protects, always trusts, always hopes,
always perseveres.
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Love never fails. But where there are prophecies, they will cease; where there are tongues,
they will be stilled; where there is knowledge, it will pass away. 9 For we know in part and we
prophesy in part, 10 but when perfection comes, the imperfect disappears. 11 When I was a child,
I talked like a child, I thought like a child, I reasoned like a child. When I became a man, I put
childish ways behind me. 12 Now we see but a poor reflection as in a mirror; then we shall see
face to face. Now I know in part; then I shall know fully, even as I am fully known.
13
And now these three remain: faith, hope and love. But the greatest of these is love.
VERSE OF DAY — Joshua 24:15
Alleluia. But if serving the LORD seems undesirable to you, then choose for yourselves this day
whom you will serve, whether the gods your forefathers served beyond the River, or the gods of
the Amorites, in whose land you are living. But as for me and my household, we will serve the
LORD. Alleluia!

HOLY GOSPEL — Luke 18:31-43
“We are going up to Jerusalem.” Jesus invites us to begin the Lenten pilgrimage (Ash
Wednesday is this Wednesday) as we follow Him to the cross. On the way, we continue to see
His divinity in His miracles and again are reminded that the God-man is going to Jerusalem to
suffer and die for our salvation.
31

Jesus took the Twelve aside and told them, “We are going up to Jerusalem, and everything
that is written by the prophets about the Son of Man will be fulfilled. 32 He will be handed over
to the Gentiles. They will mock him, insult him, spit on him, flog him and kill him. 33 On the third
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day he will rise again.”
34
The disciples did not understand any of this. Its meaning was hidden from them, and they
did not know what he was talking about.
35
As Jesus approached Jericho, a blind man was sitting by the roadside begging. 36 When he
heard the crowd going by, he asked what was happening. 37 They told him, “Jesus of Nazareth is
passing by.”
38
He called out, “Jesus, Son of David, have mercy on me!”
39
Those who led the way rebuked him and told him to be quiet, but he shouted all the more,
“Son of David, have mercy on me!”
40
Jesus stopped and ordered the man to be brought to him. When he came near, Jesus asked
him, 41 “What do you want me to do for you?”
“Lord, I want to see,” he replied.
42
Jesus said to him, “Receive your sight; your faith has healed you.” 43 Immediately he received
his sight and followed Jesus, praising God. When all the people saw it, they also praised God.
M

This is the Gospel of the Lord!

HYMN OF THE DAY “Let Us Ever Walk with Jesus” (CW 452)
SERMON — How long will you waver between two opinions? The LORD - He is God!
NICENE CREED
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is,
seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one being with
the Father. Through Him all things were made. For us and for our salvation, He came down from
heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary, and became fully human. For our
sake He was crucified under Pontius Pilate. He suffered death and was buried. On the third day He
rose again in accordance with the Scriptures. He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right
hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and His kingdom
will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the
Son, who in unity with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, who has spoken through
the prophets. We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one
baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead and the life of the
world to come. Amen.
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OFFERING
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
LORD’S PRAYER
c Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.

THE SACRAMENT
M The Lord be with you.

M Lift up your hearts.

M Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

M Praise to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! In love He has blessed us with every
spiritual blessing. In the past He spoke to us through the prophets, but in these last days He has
spoken to us by His Son, who is the radiance of His glory. Now have come the salvation and the
power and the kingdom of our God and the authority of His Christ. To Him who sits on the
throne and to the Lamb be praise and thanks and honor and glory for ever and ever.
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WORDS OF INSTITUTION
M Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night He was betrayed, took bread; and when He had given thanks,
He broke it and gave it to His disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is My + body, which is given
for you. Do this in remembrance of Me.”
Then He took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of you; this is
My + blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for the forgiveness of sins. Do this,
whenever you drink it, in remembrance of Me.”
M The peace of the Lord be with you always.
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LAMB OF GOD

CLOSE COMMUNION We ask that only those who have previously spoken to our pastor or are
members in good standing of this or another WELS or ELS congregation come to Holy Communion
today. Our practice of Close Communion (which has been the practice of the Christian Church
throughout the ages) is in no way trying to judge anyone’s faith. What we are trying to do is follow
the Bible’s clear teaching (I Corinthians 11) to first study God’s Word together. As we do so, we can
share with/review with you what the Lord’s Supper is all about. You, then, also have an opportunity
to examine what we believe and teach before you come to the Lord’s Supper here at St. Paul’s and
make a public profession that you agree with what we teach.
If you have any questions about this or would like to commune at St. Paul’s in the future, please talk
to the pastor after worship this morning. He would love to sit down with you on your timetable and
at your convenience and talk about these important matters.

DISTRIBUTION OF THE LORD’S SUPPER
PRAYER BEFORE COMMUNION
Lord, I am not worthy to be a guest at Your holy table. But You are a friend of sinners, and You will
not cast me out. This bread is Your body, which bore my sins upon the tree. This wine is Your blood,
which purifies me from all guilt. At Your invitation, I come rejoicing. Receive me, my Savior. Amen.
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Distribution Hymns:
“What Is This Bread?” (CWS 742) – see p. 16 of the service folder
“Take My Life and Let It Be” (CW 469)
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
Thank You, Lord Jesus Christ, for nourishing me in this sacrament with Your body and blood. You
have given me forgiveness, life, and salvation. Let me always remain in You as a branch remains in
the vine. Send me out in the power of Your Spirit to live and work to Your praise and glory. Amen.

THANKSGIVING

M Hear the prayer of Your people, O Lord, that the lips which have praised You here may glorify
You in the world, that the eyes which have seen the coming of Your Son may long for His coming
again, and that all who have received in His true body and blood the pledge of Your forgiveness
may be restored to live a new and holy life, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns
with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
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M Brothers and sisters, go in peace. Live in harmony with one another. Serve the Lord with
gladness.
The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and + give you peace.

CLOSING HYMN “Do Not Let Your Hearts Be Troubled” (CWS 759) – see p. 17 of the service folder

NOTES AND NEWS
Pastor Fred Berger
C-402-239-4509 O-402-656-3003
pastorberger@gmail.com

Principal Andrew Danner
C-402-433-5349 O-402-656-4465
danner@stpaulsplymouth.org

Organist: Rachel Schroeder
Teen Usher: Johnathan Kerwood
Greeters: Logan Scheele, Megan Roberts
Childcare: Dianne Weishahn, Steph Berger
Broadcast Announcers: Ethan Paxton, Brett Scheiding

BIRTHDAYS AND ANNIVERSARIES
Today – M/M Glenn Bekemeyer Monday – Stacey Freese
Tuesday – Jessi Damrow Wednesday – Shawn Freese
Friday – Stacey Birkett, Sandy Scheele, Gail Schroeder, Leah Weichel,
Ross Wollenburg, M/M Nathan Schwab
Saturday – Natalie Hueske Sunday – Rick Gerlach, Marcia Nispel
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This Week, By God’s Grace
(February 11th – February 18th)
Today

Today – Wed.
Monday
Tuesday
Wednesday

Thursday
Friday
Saturday
Sunday

Bible Class, Sunday School
Worship-Communion
Accreditation Meal at Dallas’ Shed
Accreditation Team on Campus
Faculty Meeting
Basketball Practice at Community Center
Faculty Devotion
LES Catechism
School Chapel
Accreditation Presentation – Fellowship Hall
Basketball Practice at Community Center
PSI Class
Lenten Supper
ASH WEDNESDAY Worship Service
(Greeters: Steve & Stacey Freese)
Ladies’ Choir/Adult Choir
Faculty Devotion
LES Catechism
Away Basketball Games at NELHS
Lego League (Grades 5-8)
St. Paul’s School Banquet/Auction - Classics
Bible Class, Sunday School
Worship
Youth Rally Informational Meeting
(Greeters: Andrew & Jaime Danner)
(Childcare: Patti Schwab, Marcie Vossler)
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9:00am
10:00am
6:30pm
7:15am
7:15am
8:30am
8:30am
2:00-3:00pm
5:45-6:45pm
6:00-6:45pm
7:00pm
8:00pm
7:15am
8:30am
3:00/4:00pm
9am-Noon
6:00pm
9:00am
10:00am
11:00am

School Auction—Please note the following information in connection with the school auction
scheduled for Saturday, February 17th:
• Donations for the auction are still being accepted. Please drop them off at the school
office.
• There will also be an auction bake sale. Baked goods can be brought to Classics the
evening of the auction.
• There are still sponsorship opportunities available, including table sponsorships for $450.
Please contact Becky Briney or Derek Weichel for additional details.
Aluminum Can Drive –There is an enclosed trailer on the north side of the
church along the school basketball court for the PTO Aluminum Can Drive.
Please put any aluminum you’d like to donate in that trailer. Thank you!
Box Tops for Education – Please have all box tops to the school or church office by Sunday,
February 25th. They must be submitted to General Mills by February 28th.
Knight Out—The annual “NELHS Knight Out” is scheduled for Saturday, March 10, 2018. This is
an evening of Christian fellowship and entertainment where funds are raised for projects at
Nebraska Lutheran High School. This year’s entertainment will be the musical group KOINÉ, and
funds raised will be used to cover expenses in connection with the replacement of the dorm
roofs. For additional information, tickets, or sponsorship, go to www.nelhs.org and click on the
KOINÉ banner.
Car Derby—St. Mark Lutheran School is hosting a Pinewood Car Derby for elementary students
and adults on Saturday, March 24th, starting at 2:30 p.m. For additional information, please see
the flyer posted on the church bulletin board.
Lent 2018—The Ash Wednesday worship service is February 14th at 7PM. For Lenten Suppers,
the membership (not counting shut-ins) was divided up so that each person is asked to
prepare/serve the meal on one Wednesday or Easter Sunday morning. You should have
received an email with the group you are in and your group leader should contact you about
what the plan is. The list has also been placed in everyone’s church mailbox. Thank you for
helping with this!
Guidebook Update—The 2018 Guidebook has been updated. If you would like a copy to review
all the ways to get involved in St. Paul’s and the various ministries, please take one from the
tract rack in the church entrance or fellowship hall.
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Marriage Retreat—Zion Lutheran Church of Clatonia will be hosting their Annual Marriage
Seminar March 9 & 10. It will be held at the Holiday Inn in Lincoln – Southwest. The retreat will
take place from 7:00-9:00 p.m. on Friday evening and from 9:00 a.m. - Noon on Saturday. The
cost is $25/couple. Those planning to attend are asked to register by March 5th by calling
(402)989-4775 or emailing zion_clatonia@hotmail.com. Also, as you RSVP, please let Pastor
Kahrs know if you would like childcare. For additional details, please see the insert included in
your bulletin.
Time of Grace—Time of Grace is a 30-minute WELS religious television program. It is now on
KSNB Sundays at 9AM in the Lincoln and Hastings area. It can also be seen on TBN (Thursdays at
3:30PM); ABC Family (Thursdays at 5:30AM); and the Cowboy Channel (Sundays at 8:00AM).
You can also watch this broadcast on timeofgrace.org or on Roku or Apple TV.
Utah Missionary Trip—Those who are planning on being part of the missionary group going to
Utah June 9-15, there will be a meeting after church on Sunday, February 25th to finalize plans
and book flights and accommodations. If you would like more information on participating in
this wonderful experience, please contact Dallas Christ.
Youth – SAVE THE DATE!—This year’s WELS International Youth Rally is scheduled for June 2629 at Bowling Green State University. The theme is “Never Alone.” All youth 8th grade through
12th grade are eligible to attend. Registration begins March 1st. We will have a meeting for all
those who are interested on Sunday, February 18th after church.
Ladies Aid Elections—The members of the Ladies Aid recently held their annual elections. The
following will be serving as officers of the Ladies Aid for 2018: Mary Hueske – President; LaVon
Wasserman – Vice President; Angie Zulauf – Secretary; Melva Jurgens – Treasurer.
Thrivent Choice Dollars—The deadline date to direct 2017 Thrivent Choice Dollars is March 31st.
However, since Good Friday is on March 30th and March 31st falls on Saturday, the Thrivent
corporate office is closed on both of those days. To ensure that Choice Dollars directions get
processed before the deadline, please direct Choice Dollars before that time.
There are two options for directing Choice Dollars:
• Online at www.Thrivent.com/thriventchoice.
• Phone: 800-847-4836 and say "Thrivent Choice" at the prompt.
(The Member Connection Center is open until 6 p.m. Central time, Monday – Friday.)
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If you would like more information about St. Paul’s Lutheran Church, feel free to speak
with Pastor Fred Berger after the service or anytime during the week! (call/text 402239-4509; email pastorberger@gmail.com) If you think you might be interested in
joining the St. Paul’s church family, Pastor would be more than happy to take you
through some Bible studies at whatever time or location is most convenient for you to
learn more about what we teach.
If you would like more information about St. Paul’s Lutheran School, feel free to speak
with Mr. Andrew Danner! (call/text 402-433-5349; email danner@stpaulsplymouth.org)
He would love to give you a tour of the school and answer any questions you might
have about the excellent Christ-centered education we offer students of our church and
community.

Please contact us! We would love to serve you!
Church Office 402-656-3003
School Office 402-656-4465
Pastor Fred Berger 402-239-4509
Church Secretary Mrs. Deb Wells 402-853-2035
Mrs. Tracie Hueske (Preschool) 402-230-0607
Mrs. Becky Briney (K-1) 269-358-2998
Mrs. Rachel Schroeder (2-3) 402-239-1206
Mrs. Beckie Bekemeyer (4-5) 402-239-7667
Principal Andrew Danner (6-8) 402-433-5349
Mrs. Jaime Danner (Principal Release Teacher) 920-344-2149
Mrs. Lisa Scheele (Paraeducator) 360-620-9201

St. Paul’s Lutheran Church and School

In an ever-changing world, St. Paul’s Evangelical Lutheran Church exists to build Christ’s kingdom in
people’s hearts with the un-changing Gospel of Jesus Christ.

106 East Highway 4
Plymouth, NE 68424
402-656-3003
www.stpaulsplymouth.org
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