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Welcome 

 
 

 

 If you desire, there is a nursery in the back on the west side of the church, but know that 
your children are ALWAYS welcome in our service no matter how much noise they make. 
We’re happy to have them hear the Word and join us praising God with their voices! 
 

 Before you leave, please sign the guest register.  It is located on the top of the stairs in the 
church entryway. 

 

 Please talk to one of the Elders (seated in the back of the church) if you have questions 
about the service or the congregation. 
 

 Large print service folders are available.  Please speak to one of the Elders if this would be 
of assistance to you. 
 

 Our Sunday morning service can be heard on KWBE 1450AM (94.7FM) and viewed live and 
archived at www.stpaulsplymouth.org.  Please share this information with those who are 
not able to attend worship. 
 

 Prayers before Worship can be found in Christian Worship – A Lutheran Hymnal, pages 10-
11.   

 
 

Broadcast Sponsor 

 
 
 

 

Focus for Our Worship 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

We are currently in the middle of three-week series as we consider Peter’s words as recorded 
in 1 Peter 3:15, “Always be prepared to give an answer to everyone who asks you to give the 
reason for the hope that you have.”  Today, we’ll dig into God’s Word and give an answer 
when someone says, “I’m not sure I have faith.” 
  

 

Our broadcast this morning is sponsored by Dallas & Vickie Christ in thankfulness to the Lord 
for the many blessings shown them during 33 years of marriage. They were married October 
13, 1984. 

 
 

Thank you for joining us for worship today! 

We pray that your spiritual life will be nourished through Word and Sacrament. 

 

http://www.stpaulsplymouth.org/
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The Common Service 
(page 15 of Christian Worship) 

 
 

Opening Hymn “On Eagles’ Wings” (CW 440) 
 
 
M In the name of the Father and of the Son % and of the Holy Spirit.  

 
 
 
Confession of Sins and Holy Absolution 
M: Beloved in the Lord: let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins to God our 

Father, asking Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness.  
 

c: Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful and that I have disobeyed 
You in my thoughts, words, and actions. I have done what is evil and failed to do what is 
good. For this I deserve Your punishment both now and in eternity. But I am truly sorry for 
my sins, and trusting in my Savior Jesus Christ, I pray: Lord, have mercy on me, a sinner.  

 
 
 
M: God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has given His only Son to be the 

atoning sacrifice for our sins. Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by His authority, I 
forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son % and of the Holy Spirit.  
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M In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord.  
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Prayer of the Day  
M: The Lord be with you.  

 
 
M:  Let us pray.  Almighty and Everlasting God, through the working of the Holy Spirit in Word 
 and Sacrament You have graciously brought us to the knowledge of the truth.  We know 
 our sins, they are ever before us.  We know our Savior, who in love, saved us from those 
 very sins by suffering the punishment of hell that we deserved for them.  As we continue 
 to grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, prepare us to  share 
 these truths in our lives so that many more may join us in awaiting the joys of heaven; 
 through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, 
 one God, now and forever.  

 
 
 
 

 

First Lesson- Genesis 20:1-11 
Now Abraham moved on from there into the region of the Negev and lived between Kadesh and 
Shur. For a while he stayed in Gerar, 2 and there Abraham said of his wife Sarah, “She is my 
sister.” Then Abimelech king of Gerar sent for Sarah and took her.  

3 But God came to Abimelech in a dream one night and said to him, “You are as good as 
dead because of the woman you have taken; she is a married woman.”  

4 Now Abimelech had not gone near her, so he said, “Lord, will you destroy an innocent 
nation? 5 Did he not say to me, ‘She is my sister,’ and didn’t she also say, ‘He is my brother’? I 
have done this with a clear conscience and clean hands.”  

6 Then God said to him in the dream, “Yes, I know you did this with a clear conscience, and 
so I have kept you from sinning against me. That is why I did not let you touch her. 7 Now return 
the man’s wife, for he is a prophet, and he will pray for you and you will live. But if you do not 
return her, you may be sure that you and all yours will die.”  

8 Early the next morning Abimelech summoned all his officials, and when he told them all 
that had happened, they were very much afraid. 9 Then Abimelech called Abraham in and said, 
“What have you done to us? How have I wronged you that you have brought such great guilt 
upon me and my kingdom? You have done things to me that should not be done.” 10 And 
Abimelech asked Abraham, “What was your reason for doing this?”  

11 Abraham replied, “I said to myself, ‘There is surely no fear of God in this place, and they 
will kill me because of my wife.’ 
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Psalm of the Day — Psalm 25, found on page 74 in the front portion of the hymnal 
 

Second Lesson — Hebrews 11:8-19 
8 By faith Abraham, when called to go to a place he would later receive as his inheritance, 

obeyed and went, even though he did not know where he was going. 9 By faith he made his 
home in the promised land like a stranger in a foreign country; he lived in tents, as did Isaac and 
Jacob, who were heirs with him of the same promise. 10 For he was looking forward to the city 
with foundations, whose architect and builder is God.  

11 By faith Abraham, even though he was past age—and Sarah herself was barren—was 
enabled to become a father because he considered him faithful who had made the promise. 12 

And so from this one man, and he as good as dead, came descendants as numerous as the stars 
in the sky and as countless as the sand on the seashore.  

13 All these people were still living by faith when they died. They did not receive the things 
promised; they only saw them and welcomed them from a distance. And they admitted that 
they were aliens and strangers on earth. 14 People who say such things show that they are 
looking for a country of their own. 15 If they had been thinking of the country they had left, they 
would have had opportunity to return. 16 Instead, they were longing for a better country—a 
heavenly one. Therefore God is not ashamed to be called their God, for he has prepared a city 
for them.  

17 By faith Abraham, when God tested him, offered Isaac as a sacrifice. He who had received 
the promises was about to sacrifice his one and only son, 18 even though God had said to him, “It 
is through Isaac that your offspring will be reckoned.” 19 Abraham reasoned that God could raise 
the dead, and figuratively speaking, he did receive Isaac back from death. 
 

Verse of the Day — Romans 4:19-21 
M  Alleluia.  19 Without weakening in his faith, he faced the fact that his body was as good as 

dead—since he was about a hundred years old—and that Sarah’s womb was also dead.        
20Yet he did not waver through unbelief regarding the promise of God, but was 
strengthened in his faith and gave glory to God, 21 being fully persuaded that God had power 
to do what he had promised.  Alleluia! 

  
  
 
 

 

Holy Gospel — Mark 9:14-27 
 

M:  The Gospel of St. Mark chapter 9, beginning at verse 14:  
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14 When they came to the other disciples, they saw a large crowd around them and the 
teachers of the law arguing with them. 15 As soon as all the people saw Jesus, they were 
overwhelmed with wonder and ran to greet him.  

16 “What are you arguing with them about?” he asked.  
17 A man in the crowd answered, “Teacher, I brought you my son, who is possessed by a 

spirit that has robbed him of speech. 18 Whenever it seizes him, it throws him to the ground. He 
foams at the mouth, gnashes his teeth and becomes rigid. I asked your disciples to drive out the 
spirit, but they could not.”  

19 “O unbelieving generation,” Jesus replied, “how long shall I stay with you? How long shall I 
put up with you? Bring the boy to me.”  

20 So they brought him. When the spirit saw Jesus, it immediately threw the boy into a 
convulsion. He fell to the ground and rolled around, foaming at the mouth.  

21 Jesus asked the boy’s father, “How long has he been like this?”  
“From childhood,” he answered. 22 “It has often thrown him into fire or water to kill him. But 

if you can do anything, take pity on us and help us.”  
23 “ ‘If you can’?” said Jesus. “Everything is possible for him who believes.”  
24 Immediately the boy’s father exclaimed, “I do believe; help me overcome my unbelief!”  
25 When Jesus saw that a crowd was running to the scene, he rebuked the evil spirit. “You 

deaf and mute spirit,” he said, “I command you, come out of him and never enter him again.”  
26 The spirit shrieked, convulsed him violently and came out. The boy looked so much like a 

corpse that many said, “He’s dead.” 27 But Jesus took him by the hand and lifted him to his feet, 
and he stood up. 
 

M  This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

 
 
Apostles’ Creed 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth.   
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born 
of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. He 
descended into hell. The third day He rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven and 
is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty. From there He will come to judge the 
living and the dead.  

 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the 
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.  
 
Hymn of the Day “Be Still, My Soul” (CW 415) 
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Sermon — PREPARED TO ANSWER: “I’m not sure I have faith.” 
 
After the sermon, the congregation sings: 

 

 

 

 

 
 
Offering  
 
Prayer of the Church 
 
Lord’s Prayer 
c:   Our Father, who art in heaven,  
    hallowed be Thy name,  
    Thy kingdom come,  
    Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  
   Give us this day our daily bread;  
   and forgive us our trespasses,  
    as we forgive those who trespass against us;  
    and lead us not into temptation,  
    but deliver us from evil.  
   For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory  
    forever and ever. Amen. 
 

Hymn “Jesus, Your Blood and Righteousness” (CW 376) 
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M Blessed Lord, You have given us Your Holy Scriptures for our learning. May we so hear them, 

read, learn, and take them to heart, that being strengthened and comforted by Your holy 
Word, we may cling to the blessed hope of everlasting life, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, 
who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  

 

 
 
M The Lord bless you and keep you.  

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.  
The Lord look on you with favor and + give you peace.  

 
 
Closing Hymn “Rock of Ages, Cleft for Me” (CW 389) 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
NOTES AND NEWS 

Pastor Fred Berger                     Principal Andrew Danner 
C-402-239-4509   O-402-656-3003  C-402-433-5349   O-402-656-4465 
pastorberger@gmail.com         danner@stpaulsplymouth.org 
 

 

Organist: Rachel Schroeder 
Teen Usher: Johnathan Kerwood 
Greeters: Josh & Jody Swartz 
Childcare: Annie Hummel, Tresa Worster 
Broadcast Announcers: Don Wurm, Barry Weichel 
 
        

 

BIRTHDAYS AND ANNIVERSARIES 
Today – Harper Danner     Monday – M/M Doyle Kerwood 

Tuesday – Terry Paneitz, M/M Daryl Scheele     Wednesday – Ann Freese, M/M Bryan Paxton 
Thursday – Amber Vossler     Friday – Christian Benash, Mackenzie Person 

Saturday – M/M Matt Strein     Sunday – Arlis Freese, Chloe Herman, M/M Travis Shepler 
 

mailto:pastorberger@gmail.com
mailto:danner@stpaulsplymouth.org
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This Week, By God’s Grace (October 15th - October 22nd) 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Today 
 
 
 
 
Mon. – Wed. 
Monday 
Tuesday 
 
 
Wednesday 
 
 
 
Thursday 
 
 
 
 
 
Friday 
 
 
Saturday 
 
 
Sunday 
 
 

SS, BC, Teens 
Worship 
New Member Welcome in church basement 
NELHS Silent Auction 
NELHS Association Meeting 
Fall Pastors’ Conference, Grand Island 
Faculty Meeting 
Faculty Devotion 
Pastor Berger presents paper at conference 
Faculty Meeting 
School Chapel 
Church Cleaning (Last Names N-Z) 
NO PSI CATECHISM 
Choir  
Faculty Meeting 
LES Catechism 
Ladies Aid 
Church Cleaning (Last Names N-Z) 
Reformation Walk Skit Practice 
Silent Auction Planning Meeting 
End of 1st Quarter at School 
VB vs. Waco (Away Games) 
PTO Harvest Party 
Church Cleaning (Last Names N-Z) 
Lego League (Grades 2-4) 
Reformation Walk/Concert at NELHS 
SS, BC, Teens  
Worship 
Quarterly Meeting 
(Childcare: Steph Scheele, Jaime Danner) 
(Greeters: Logan Scheele, Megan Roberts) 

9:00am 
10:00am 
11:00am 

1:30-4:00pm 
4:00pm 

 
7:15am 
7:15am 

 
3:45pm 
8:30am 
2-7pm 

 
7:45pm 
7:15am 
8:30am 
2:30pm 

2-5pm 
6-7pm 

7:00pm 
3:50-4:15pm 

3 & 4pm 
6-8:30pm 

9am-Noon 
10am - Noon 

1-5pm 
9:00am 

10:00am 
11:00am 
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In Our Prayers 
* The family of Marilyn Freese – Marilyn was called out of this life to eternal life last 

Saturday, October 7th. The Christian funeral service was conducted here at St. Paul’s this 
past Wednesday.  We pray the family finds strength and comfort in the resurrection 
promise and the certain hope of a blessed reunion in heaven. The obituary is printed on 
page 15 of this bulletin. 

* Dan Meints was released from Clarkson last Thursday and is now recuperating at home. 
* Melva Jurgens was hospitalized in Beatrice this week due to pneumonia.   
 
Quarterly Report—You should have received your quarterly report either electronically this past 
Thursday or in your church mailbox today.  If you did not, please call the church office. The 
quarterly voters’ meeting is scheduled for 11:00 a.m. on Sunday, October 22nd. 
 
Box Tops for Education—Box Tops for Education need to be submitted soon. Please have them 
to the school or church office by Sunday, October 29th. Thank you! 
 
NELHS Reformation Walk – As you have heard in the announcements, there will be a 
“Reformation Walk” at NELHS on Saturday, October 21, beginning at 1PM. You can walk from 
classroom to classroom and learn about various aspects of the Reformation. St. Paul’s Plymouth 
is in charge of a classroom that teaches about indulgence sales in the 16th century.  Mrs. Rachel 
Schroeder has done an excellent job preparing three short skits for our 15 minute time period.  
If you would like to help out by being in the skit or helping with costumes and backgrounds, 
please speak to Rachel or pastor today.  And if you aren’t interested in helping out, please 
consider coming to this interesting event at NELHS! 
 
Book Fair—St. Paul’s “In-School Book Fair” is being held from Oct 16th – Nov 5th. The Online 
Book Fair is available to shop from Oct 17th – Nov 6th.  
 http://www.scholastic.com/bf/stpaulslutheranschoolplymouth The school receives Scholastic 
credit based on sales.  Last year, the school received over $850 in free Scholastic books/supplies. 
Your support is greatly appreciated.   
 
LWMS Mission Boxes/Fall Rally— The Fall LWMS Rally will be held at Redeemer Lutheran 
Church in Hastings on Saturday, October 28th.  Pastor Tom Jeske from Living Hope Lutheran 
Church in Omaha will give a presentation on Martin Luther.  There is a sign-up sheet for those 
planning to attend.  Also, if you would like to contribute to the LWMS Mission Box offerings, 
there is a box on the table in the front entrance.  Pastor Jeske wants all those attending to be 
aware that they can purchase the pocket catechism that he will be using for his presentation for 
$5.  Having a copy in hand will give the presentation more meaning, and it can also be used as a 
devotional tool at home. 
 

http://www.scholastic.com/bf/stpaulslutheranschoolplymouth


12 

 

Church Cleaning—The annual fall cleaning of our church building is coming up this week, 
October 18-21.  All those whose last names begin with the letters N-Z are asked to come and 
clean at one of the scheduled times. We have tried to accommodate everyone. For those who 
work outside of the home, we have later hours on Wednesday and morning hours on Saturday; 
and there are also afternoon hours if that works better for you. Please look at the sign-up sheet 
on the table in the narthex and indicate when you will come.  There is also a place to sign up at 
the bottom of the sheet if none of the designated times work for you. Cleaning supplies are 
provided. 
 
Harvest Party Candy and Small Prizes—There is a box in the entryway to church if you would 
like to donate individually wrapped candy and small prizes for the Harvest Party on Friday, 
October 20th.  Also, please plan to attend the harvest party as the PTO would like to invite the 
entire community.  Thank you! 
 
New Member Welcome—The Stewardship Committee is hosting a new member welcome after 
worship this morning for Jess Wollenburg, Gene Musil, Kirk, Christa, Hannah, Carter, and Sage 
Holtmeier, Sue Roberts, Polly Placek, and Ron and Patty Collins.  This will take place in the 
church basement. 
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HARVEST PARTY  

Friday, October 20th at St. Paul’s Lutheran School in Plymouth 
from 6-8:30 p.m.  

Community and all ages are welcome to enjoy snacks, apple 
cider, carnival games, prizes and fellowship. 

If you’d like, you may bring an appetizer, snack, or dessert to 
share. 

•   Photo area with picture 
frame craft 

•   Hayrack rides  
•   Candy corn bowling 
•   Peanuts Halloween bingo 
•   Face painting 
•   Cauldron spider toss 
•   Punchkin game 
•   Witch hat ring toss 
•   Guessing and Memory 
•   Tic/Tac/Toe 
•   Monster bean bag toss 
•   Pumpkin putting 
•   Pumpkin tic tac toe 
•   Football toss 
•   XL ring toss  
•   Pumpkin carving or 

decorating contest 
•   (prizes for different age 

groups) 

•    Hayrack rides at 6,   
6:45, 7:30 & 8:15 

•    Costumes are 
welcome! 

•    Bring a treat bag! 
•    Show off your 

decorating or 
carving skills!  Bring 
your pre-decorated 
or pre-carved 
pumpkin and enter 
the contest. tots to 
adults are welcome 
to enter.   
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The Obituary 
 

Marilyn Freese, daughter of Edwin Schroeder and his wife, Rosa neé Zimmermann, was born January 8, 1931 in 
Beatrice, Nebraska. On January 25th of that year she became a member of God’s Kingdom of Grace through the 
sacrament of Holy Baptism administered here at St. Paul’s by Pastor W. Baumann. After being instructed in the 
truths of God’s Word, she publicly confessed her faith and was confirmed by Pastor Alvin Degner here at St. 
Paul’s on May 28, 1944. Her confirmation verse was John 16:33, “I have told you these things, so that in me you 
may have peace. In this world you will have trouble. But take heart! I have overcome the world.” 
 

Marilyn grew up and lived her entire life in the rural Plymouth area. She graduated from Plymouth High School 
in 1948. That summer she attended Fairbury Junior College and began her teaching career that fall, teaching at 
Hoag’s one room country school. Initially Marilyn did not like teaching and wanted to quit. Thankfully, her 
mother made her complete the first semester because working with young children became her passion in life. 
Marilyn attended Fairbury Junior College and the University of Nebraska until she graduated with her 
Bachelor’s degree from the University in August of 1973. 
 

On November 14, 1954, she was joined in marriage to John “Richard” Freese by Pastor Hilbert Schaller. They 
lived on their family farm one mile north of Plymouth until October of 2000, when Richard retired and they 
moved into Plymouth. The Lord blessed this marriage with three sons and two daughters. 
 

Marilyn was a faithful, lifelong, member of St. Paul’s Lutheran Church in Plymouth. She was an active member 
of our Ladies Aid, played the organ, sang in choir, and served as a Sunday school teacher. Marilyn operated a 
preschool in her home for a short time and taught in various elementary schools for 26 years. Besides teaching 
in Hoag, she taught in Plymouth, Jansen, and Fairbury. Her last 10 years of teaching were at St. Paul’s Lutheran 
School. She retired from teaching in 1989, but she continued to substitute and tutor for many more years. 
 

Marilyn was also an active member of her community. She belonged to the teacher’s sorority Alpha Delta 
Kappa and the Nebraska State Education Association (NSEA). She was a member of the Plymouth Extension 
Club, American Legion Auxiliary, a 4-H leader, and she and Richard were foster parents. Marilyn’s other passion 
in life was gardening, especially loving to care for her roses. Due to health reasons, Marilyn had been living in 
nursing homes since 2010 and regularly received the Lord’s Supper privately for the assurance of the 
forgiveness of her sins. 
 

The Lord called her out of this life to eternal life with Him on Saturday, October 7, 2017 at the age of 86 years, 8 
months, and 29 days. She was preceded in death by her beloved husband, Richard, in 2009, one grandson, Seth 
Worster, and her sister, Marlene Scheele.  
 

She leaves to mourn her passing: her beloved children; three sons, John and wife Marilynn, Steve and wife 
Stacey, Pastor Stuart and wife Debra; two daughters, Jane Raugutt and husband Dale, and Tresa Worster and 
husband Tom; her beloved grandchildren, Richard and Rebecca Freese, Pastor Patrick Freese and wife Sarah, 
Nathan Raugutt and wife Juree, Rebekah Rutar and husband Trevor, Brett Freese and wife Keshea, Erica Wiedel 
and husband Andrew, Grant Freese, Alicia and Caleb Freese, Noah, Faith, and Lukas Worster; two step 
grandchildren, Christina and Bailey Worster; and her 9 great-grandchildren, Eliott and Corinne Freese, Torrey 
and Grayson Raugutt, Rilynne, Tyler and Tanner Rutar, Blaire Freese, and Elenor Freese; brothers and sisters-in-
law, Wayne and Elaine Schroeder, Allen and Elaine Schroeder, and Gail and Sharon Schroeder; her and 
Richard’s numerous godchildren, nieces, nephews, and many other relatives and friends. 
 

The Lord giveth and the Lord taketh away, blessed be the name of the Lord!  
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Please contact us!  We would love to serve you! 

 
Church Office 402-656-3003           School Office 402-656-4465                                                                          

Pastor Fred Berger 402-239-4509 
Church Secretary Mrs. Deb Wells 402-853-2035                              
Mrs. Tracie Hueske (Preschool) 402-230-0607 

Mrs. Becky Briney (K-1) 269-358-2998 
Mrs. Rachel Schroeder (2-3) 402-239-1206 
Mrs. Beckie Bekemeyer (4-5) 402-239-7667 

Principal Andrew Danner (6-8) 402-433-5349 
Mrs. Jaime Danner (Principal Release Teacher) 920-344-2149 

Mrs. Lisa Scheele (Paraeducator) 360-620-9201 
 
 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 
 

St. Paul’s Lutheran Church and School 
In an ever-changing world, St. Paul’s Evangelical Lutheran Church exists to build Christ’s kingdom in 

people’s hearts with the un-changing Gospel of Jesus Christ.  

106 East Highway 4 
Plymouth, NE 68424  
402-656-3003 
www.stpaulsplymouth.org 

 

If you would like more information about St. Paul’s Lutheran Church, feel free to speak 
with Pastor Fred Berger after the service or anytime during the week! (call/text 402-
239-4509; email pastorberger@gmail.com) If you think you might be interested in 
joining the St. Paul’s church family, Pastor would be more than happy to take you 
through some Bible studies at whatever time or location is most convenient for you to 
learn more about what we teach.  
 
If you would like more information about St. Paul’s Lutheran School, feel free to speak 
with Mr. Andrew Danner! (call/text 402-433-5349; email danner@stpaulsplymouth.org) 
He would love to give you a tour of the school and answer any questions you might 
have about the excellent Christ-centered education we offer students of our church and 
community. 
 

  


