St. Paul’s Plymouth
October 13th, 2019 – Pentecost 18
Divine Service 1
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Welcome
THANK YOU for joining us for worship today!
We pray that your spiritual life will be nourished through Word and Sacrament.
 If you desire, there is a nursery in the back on the west side of the church, but please know that
your children are ALWAYS welcome in our service no matter how much noise they make. We’re
happy to have them hear the Word and join us praising God with their voices!
 Before you leave, please sign the guest register. It is located on the top of the stairs in the
church entryway.
 Please talk to one of the Elders (seated in the back of the church) if you have questions about
the service or the congregation.
 Large print service folders are available. Please speak to one of the Elders if this would be of
assistance to you.
 Our Sunday morning service can be heard on KWBE 1450AM (94.7FM) and viewed live and
archived at www.stpaulsplymouth.org. Please share this information with those who are not
able to attend worship.
 Prayers before Worship can be found in Christian Worship – A Lutheran Hymnal, pages 10-11.

Broadcast Sponsor
Our broadcast today is sponsored by Dallas & Vickie Christ out of thankfulness for the many
blessings they have enjoyed throughout the 35 years of their marriage. They were married
October 13, 1984.

Focus for Our Worship
As we work our way through a five week series, we stroll through what is often called “The Hall
of Faith” (Hebrews 11), looking at people, sometimes called the “Heroes of Faith” who lived
during the centuries leading up to the coming of Christ. From these men and women, we see
what faith is and what faith does. Whether looking ahead to the coming of Christ or looking
back on the Christ who has come and will come again, all God’s people walk by faith. Let’s walk
together through Hebrews 11 and learn from those who walked by faith and not by sight.
Through Word and Sacrament, may the Spirit strengthen our faith to be sure of what we hope
for and certain of what we do not see.
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Divine Service 1 – Christian Worship Supplement – page 15
INVOCATION
M: In the name of the Father and of the Son % and of the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen.
CONFESSION OF SINS, KYRIE, HOLY ABSOLUTION
M: Beloved in the Lord: let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins to God our Father,
asking Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness.
c: Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful and that I have disobeyed You in
my thoughts, words, and actions. I have done what is evil and failed to do what is good. For
this I deserve Your punishment both now and in eternity. But I am truly sorry for my sins, and
trusting in my Savior Jesus Christ, I pray: Lord, have mercy on me, a sinner.
LORD, HAVE MERCY

M: God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has given His only Son to be the atoning
sacrifice for our sins. Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by His authority, I forgive you
all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son % and of the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen.
PRAYER AND PRAISE
M: In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord.
GLORY TO GOD
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PRAYER OF THE DAY
M The Lord be with you.
C And also with you.
M: Lord, send Your Spirit to work through Word and Sacrament to purify and renew our hearts by
faith. Make us despise whatever sin, the devil, the world, and our own sinful flesh tempt us
with, and lead us to follow Your will and find joy in our walk with You, through Jesus Christ our
Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C: Amen.
FIRST LESSON — Judges 16:15-31
The account of the end of Samson’s life…
15

Then she said to him, “How can you say, ‘I love you,’ when you won’t confide in me? This is the
third time you have made a fool of me and haven’t told me the secret of your great strength.”
16
With such nagging she prodded him day after day until he was tired to death.
17 So he told her everything. “No razor has ever been used on my head,” he said, “because I have
been a Nazirite set apart to God since birth. If my head were shaved, my strength would leave me,
and I would become as weak as any other man.”
18 When Delilah saw that he had told her everything, she sent word to the rulers of the
Philistines, “Come back once more; he has told me everything.” So the rulers of the Philistines
returned with the silver in their hands. 19 Having put him to sleep on her lap, she called a man to
shave off the seven braids of his hair, and so began to subdue him. And his strength left him.
20 Then she called, “Samson, the Philistines are upon you!”
He awoke from his sleep and thought, “I’ll go out as before and shake myself free.” But he did
not know that the LORD had left him.
21 Then the Philistines seized him, gouged out his eyes and took him down to Gaza. Binding him
with bronze shackles, they set him to grinding in the prison. 22 But the hair on his head began to grow
again after it had been shaved.
23 Now the rulers of the Philistines assembled to offer a great sacrifice to Dagon their god and to
celebrate, saying, “Our god has delivered Samson, our enemy, into our hands.”
24 When the people saw him, they praised their god, saying,
“Our god has delivered our enemy
into our hands,
the one who laid waste our land
and multiplied our slain.”
25 While they were in high spirits, they shouted, “Bring out Samson to entertain us.” So they
called Samson out of the prison, and he performed for them.
When they stood him among the pillars, 26 Samson said to the servant who held his hand, “Put
me where I can feel the pillars that support the temple, so that I may lean against them.” 27 Now the
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temple was crowded with men and women; all the rulers of the Philistines were there, and on the
roof were about three thousand men and women watching Samson perform. 28 Then Samson prayed
to the LORD, “O Sovereign LORD, remember me. O God, please strengthen me just once more, and let
me with one blow get revenge on the Philistines for my two eyes.” 29 Then Samson reached toward
the two central pillars on which the temple stood. Bracing himself against them, his right hand on
the one and his left hand on the other, 30 Samson said, “Let me die with the Philistines!” Then he
pushed with all his might, and down came the temple on the rulers and all the people in it. Thus he
killed many more when he died than while he lived.
31
Then his brothers and his father’s whole family went down to get him. They brought him back
and buried him between Zorah and Eshtaol in the tomb of Manoah his father. He had led Israel
twenty years.
SECOND LESSON — Hebrews 11:31-40
Sermon Text
31 By

faith the prostitute Rahab, because she welcomed the spies, was not killed with those who
were disobedient.
32
And what more shall I say? I do not have time to tell about Gideon, Barak, Samson, Jephthah,
David, Samuel and the prophets, 33 who through faith conquered kingdoms, administered justice,
and gained what was promised; who shut the mouths of lions, 34 quenched the fury of the flames,
and escaped the edge of the sword; whose weakness was turned to strength; and who became
powerful in battle and routed foreign armies. 35 Women received back their dead, raised to life again.
Others were tortured and refused to be released, so that they might gain a better resurrection.
36 Some faced jeers and flogging, while still others were chained and put in prison. 37 They were
stoned; they were sawed in two; they were put to death by the sword. They went about in
sheepskins and goatskins, destitute, persecuted and mistreated— 38 the world was not worthy of
them. They wandered in deserts and mountains, and in caves and holes in the ground.
39 These were all commended for their faith, yet none of them received what had been
promised. 40 God had planned something better for us so that only together with us would they be
made perfect.
VERSE OF THE DAY — 2 Corinthians 5:7
M: Alleluia! We live by faith, not by sight. Alleluia!
HOLY GOSPEL
M: The Gospel according to St. Mark, chapter 9:
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All those mentioned in Hebrews 11 and all of us can relate with the man in verse 24, “I do believe;
help me overcome my unbelief!”
14

When they came to the other disciples, they saw a large crowd around them and the teachers
of the law arguing with them. 15 As soon as all the people saw Jesus, they were overwhelmed with
wonder and ran to greet him.
16
“What are you arguing with them about?” he asked.
17
A man in the crowd answered, “Teacher, I brought you my son, who is possessed by a spirit
that has robbed him of speech. 18 Whenever it seizes him, it throws him to the ground. He foams at
the mouth, gnashes his teeth and becomes rigid. I asked your disciples to drive out the spirit, but
they could not.”
19
“O unbelieving generation,” Jesus replied, “how long shall I stay with you? How long shall I put
up with you? Bring the boy to me.”
20
So they brought him. When the spirit saw Jesus, it immediately threw the boy into a
convulsion. He fell to the ground and rolled around, foaming at the mouth.
21 Jesus asked the boy’s father, “How long has he been like this?”
“From childhood,” he answered. 22 “It has often thrown him into fire or water to kill him. But if
you can do anything, take pity on us and help us.”
23 “ ‘If you can’?” said Jesus. “Everything is possible for him who believes.”
24 Immediately the boy’s father exclaimed, “I do believe; help me overcome my unbelief!”
25 When Jesus saw that a crowd was running to the scene, he rebuked the evil spirit. “You deaf
and mute spirit,” he said, “I command you, come out of him and never enter him again.”
26 The spirit shrieked, convulsed him violently and came out. The boy looked so much like a
corpse that many said, “He’s dead.” 27 But Jesus took him by the hand and lifted him to his feet, and
he stood up.
M: The Gospel of the Lord

NICENE CREED
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is,
seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God,
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begotten, not made,
of one being with the Father.
Through Him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation, He came down from heaven,
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary,
and became fully human.
For our sake He was crucified under Pontius Pilate.
He suffered death and was buried.
On the third day He rose again in accordance with the Scriptures.
He ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and His kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit,
the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who in unity with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead
and the life of the world to come. Amen.
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HYMN OF THE DAY “By Faith” – congregation is asked to join Mrs. Briney in singing the Hymn of the Day
Intro Bagpipes and 4 measures

Go to v. 2
Go to v. 4

4 measure break

Stanza 5:
By faith this mountain shall be moved and the pow’r of the gospel shall prevail
For we know in Christ all things are possible for all who call upon His name.
We will stand as children of the promise, we will fix our eyes on Him our soul’s reward,
Till the race is finished and the work is done. We’ll walk by faith and not by sight.
We will stand as children of the promise, we will fix our eyes on Him our soul’s reward,
Till the race is finished and the work is done . . .
We’ll walk by faith and not by sight. We’ll walk by faith and not by sight.
10

SERMON – Hebrews 11:31-40

God’s People Walk By Faith

OFFERING

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
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LORD’S PRAYER
c
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.

THE SACRAMENT
M: The Lord be with you.
C: And also with you.
M: Lift up your hearts.
C: We lift them up to the Lord.
M: Let us give thanks to the Lord, our God.
C: It is good and right so to do.
M: It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in all places give You thanks, O Lord, holy
Father, almighty and everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who promised that
wherever two or three come together in His name, there He is with them to shepherd His flock
till He comes again in glory. Therefore, with all the saints on earth and hosts of heaven, we
praise Your holy name and join their glorious song:

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY

12

WORDS OF INSTITUTION
M: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night He was
betrayed, took bread; and when He had given
thanks, He broke it and gave it to His disciples,
saying, “Take and eat; this is My % body, which is
given for you. Do this in remembrance of Me.”
Then He took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to
them, saying, “Drink from it, all of you; this is My %
blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for
you for the forgiveness of sins. Do this, whenever
you drink it, in remembrance of Me.”
M: The peace of the Lord be with you always.
C: Amen.
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O CHRIST, LAMB OF GOD

CLOSE COMMUNION
We ask that only those who have previously spoken to our pastor or are members in good standing of
this or another WELS or ELS congregation come to Holy Communion today. Our practice of Close
Communion (which has been the practice of the Christian Church throughout the ages) is in no way
trying to judge anyone’s faith. What we are trying to do is follow the Bible’s clear teaching (I
Corinthians 11) to first study God’s Word together. As we do so, we can share with/review with you
what the Lord’s Supper is all about. You, then, also have an opportunity to examine what we believe
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and teach before you come to the Lord’s Supper here at St. Paul’s/Christ Lutheran and make a public
profession that you agree with what we teach.
If you have any questions about this or would like to commune at St. Paul’s/Christ Lutheran in the
future, please talk to Pastor Berger. He would love to sit down with you on your timetable and at
your convenience and talk about these important matters.
PRAYER BEFORE COMMUNION
Lord, I am not worthy to be a guest at Your holy table. But You are a friend of sinners, and You will
not cast me out. This bread is Your body, which bore my sins upon the tree. This wine is Your blood,
which purifies me from all guilt. At Your invitation, I come rejoicing. Receive me, my Savior. Amen.
DISTRIBUTION HYMNS
“Jesus Sinners Does Receive” (CW 304)
“What Is This Bread” (CWS 742) – see page 22 of the service folder
“Oh, for a Faith that Will Not Shrink” (CW 405)
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
Thank You, Lord Jesus Christ, for nourishing me in this sacrament with Your body and blood. You
have given me forgiveness, life, and salvation. Let me always remain in You as a branch remains in
the vine. Send me out in the power of Your Spirit to live and work to Your praise and glory. Amen.

SONG OF SIMEON
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M O give thanks to the Lord, for He is good.
C: And His mercy endures forever.
M: We give thanks, almighty God, that You have refreshed us with this Holy Supper. We pray
that through it You will strengthen our faith in You and our love for one another. We ask this
in the name of Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one
God, now and forever.
C: Amen.
M: The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and % give you peace.
C: Amen.
Closing Hymn “There Is a Higher Throne” (CWS 727) – see page 23 of the service folder
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NEWS AND NOTES
Pastor Fred Berger
C-402-239-4509 O-402-656-3003
pastorberger@gmail.com

Principal Andrew Danner
C-402-433-5349 O-402-656-4465
danner@stpaulsplymouth.org

Organist: Rachel Schroeder
Teen Usher: Brevin Damrow
Greeters: Lillian Freese, Aleatha Gronemeyer
Broadcast Announcers: Ethan Paxton, Brett Scheiding
Childcare: Elaine Burger, Beckie Bekemeyer

BIRTHDAYS AND ANNIVERSARIES
Today – Brett Scheiding, M/M Dallas Christ, M/M Michael Hoffmann
Tuesday – Harper Danner Wednesday – M/M Doyle Kerwood
Thursday – Terry Paneitz, M/M Daryl Scheele
Friday – Ann Freese, M/M Bryan Paxton Saturday – Amber Vossler
Sunday – Christian Benash, Tonja Higel, Mackenzie Person

Pastor Fred Berger (serving the vacancy at Christ Lutheran (WELS) in Beatrice)
Cell-402-239-4509 Office-402-656-3003
pastorberger@gmail.com

Organist: Janice Pieper – Beatrice
Elder: Kevin Rehm
Ushers: Ben Dwerlkotte, Ron Schmidt

BIRTHDAYS AND ANNIVERSARIES
Thursday – Becky Dwerlkotte, Annalise Dwerlkotte
Sunday – Reese Clarke
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This Week, By God’s Grace (October 13th – October 20th)
Today

Mon. – Wed.
Wednesday
Thursday

Friday

Saturday
Sunday

Worship with Communion at Christ Lutheran – Beatrice
Sunday School, Bible Class
Worship with Communion
Quarterly Meeting
Beatrice Quarterly Meeting
NO SCHOOL - Fall Break/Teachers’ Conference in Denver
PSI Class
Ladies Choir
Faculty Devotion
LES Catechism
Women in God’s Service
Away VBall Games at Emmanuel-Faith, York
1st Quarter Ends at School
School Picture Retakes
Junior Choir
Fall LWMS Rally – Faith, Rising City (Registration 9:00am)
WELCOME HOME SUNDAY
Worship at Christ Lutheran – Beatrice
Sunday School and Bible Class
Worship
(Greeters: Brad & Patti Schwab)
(Childcare: Sue Likens, Andrea Weichel)
New Member Welcome

Save the Date
❖ Fall LWMS Rally - Faith, Rising City – Oct. 19th
❖ Welcome Home Sunday – Oct. 20th

7:45am
9:00am
10:00am
11:15am
2:00pm
6:00-7:30pm
7:00-8:00pm
7:15am
8:30am
2:30pm
4:30/5:15pm

3:45-4:15pm
10:00am
7:45am
9:00am
10:00am

11:00am

❖ Reformation Sunday – Oct. 27th
❖ Mission Festival – Nov. 3rd

In Our Prayers
 Jeanette Zimmerman – she will be receiving hip replacement surgery at St. Elizabeth’s Hospital
in Lincoln on Monday, October 14th.
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Area Reformation Service—This year the Area Reformation Service will be held
at St. Mark in Lincoln on October 27th. The service will begin at 4:00PM and the
guest preacher will be Pastor Tom Jeske. He serves at Living Hope Lutheran
Church (WELS) in Omaha. Following the service there will be a fellowship meal.
If you are planning to attend the meal, you are asked to sign the sheet on the
table in the front entrance.
Welcome to the Community—If you own a business in town or you know of a business in our area
(big or small) and would like those who move into our community to know about it, consider
dropping off 50 business cards or small coupons to the church office. Pastor will put them into the
St. Paul’s Yeti Tumblers when he stops by to welcome them to our community. Thanks for spreading
the word about this!
Tuition Assistance—We have a number of families that would benefit from tuition assistance as they
strive to meet the monetary obligations connected with providing a Christian education for their
child. If you would be interested in providing support now or in the future, please contact Pastor
Berger or Mr. Danner.
Box Tops – The old type Box Tops for Education labels that have been
cut and saved from various products (those not designated for scanning)
need to be submitted/postmarked before the end of this month. Please
bring any labels you have saved to the church or school office by October
30th. Thank you!
Reminder: You should continue clipping the old type box tops as long as you find them and turn
them in. However, since the Box Tops for Education program is changing, you will no longer need to
clip the new style coupon from participating products. Instead, you can just scan your receipt. To do
this you need to download a free app from Box Tops for Education. You must scan your receipt
within 14 days of purchase. If you are not able to get the app, you can bring your receipts to the
church office or school to be scanned. If you have any questions or want additional information
about the change to this program, please contact Mrs. Beckie Bekemeyer.
Yeti Tumblers—If you signed up for a tumbler, they are available at the church office. The cost of
each tumbler is $25. Please make checks payable to St. Paul’s Church Office. Thanks!
Pictorial Directory—Picture dates for our next pictorial directory are scheduled for August 27-29 and
September 15-16, 2020. Thank you to Deb Wells, Pastor Berger, Danielle Schmidt, and Vickie Christ
for being on the committee to coordinate this directory.
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The Nebraska Central Plains Circuit LWMS Fall Rally will be held
Saturday, October 19, 2019, at Faith Lutheran in Rising City.
Registration begins at 9:00am, the Reporters Meeting at 9:45am, and
the rally at 10:00am. This year’s theme is “MISSIONS FOR ALL
GENERATIONS” and the guest speaker is Dr. Abi Polzin. She’ll be
speaking of her time in Indonesia with WELS Kingdom Workers.
You are encouraged to bring your daughters, young female relatives, or a friend from church along,
since LWMS is for all generations! We hope to see you there.
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Blue River Circuit
Joint Reformation Service
October 27, 2019
Guest Speaker:
Pastor Tom Jeske
Living Hope Lutheran Church
Omaha, NE
St. Mark Lutheran Church
3930 S. 19th Street
Lincoln, NE
FOUR PRACTICES
Worship—4:00 pm
Wednesday, October 2 (7-8PM)
Wednesday, October 9 (7-8PM)
Fellowship Meal
Wednesday, October 16 (7-8PM)
to follow
Wednesday, October 23 (7-8PM)
(free will offering)
Singing Sunday, October 27
IN CHRIST ALONE
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Church Council Meeting Highlights - Thursday October 3, 2019 8:00 PM
The opening devotion was given by Pastor Berger on Acts 4.
Treasurer’s Report: Stan Hueske reported, the following balances:
Home Fund Balance
$-28,701.13
Missions (submitted)
$28,423.98
Building Fund Balance
$-393.50
NELHS Operating (submitted)
$14,668.46
NELHS Debt Retirement (submitted)
$15,055.00
Memorial Fund Balance
$31,225.16
Elders:
➢ Joe and Laura Pieper (Mila, Waylon, Maevie); Craig and Mandy Wiedergreen (Kaaden, Serenity);
Tonja Higel were accepted as communicant members.
➢ Kate Grimes nee Likens was granted a release from membership.
➢ Baptisms since last meeting: Jaxon Horak.
➢ The Elders will be answering questions about the Beatrice Preaching station proposal after
Church on Sunday, October 6th. The proposal has been in the bulletin the last month and a half.
Board of Education:
➢ Mr. Danner stepped us through a newsletter published by the school about four times per year.
➢ The two student teachers are doing well.
➢ Ethan Schroeder gave the various school financial reports.
Trustees:
➢ Some dirt was hauled from the new sandbox to fill in low spots around the Teacherage.
➢ Ditches were sprayed and mowed in west parking lot.
➢ Batteries were replaced in the door lock for the fellowship area.
➢ Waiting on Blue Valley Door to install gutter guards on the addition ($662 approved last
meeting).
Stewardship Report:
➢ The Committee is working on planning a New Member Welcome for the Jantzens, Kochs,
Johnsens, Lanette Schmidt, Piepers, Wiedergreens, Tonja Higel, and Julie Schmidt for Sunday
October 20th. The Stewardship Committee will prepare coffee, donuts, etc. for after worship.
NELHS Report:
• NELHS Day: We had about 180 students on campus for our September 20th NELHS day. Students
had a chance to visit a rotation of curricular areas as well as choose an activity (drama/music, art,
or conditioning). Many were able to stay and cheer the Knights football team on to an
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impressive performance as we upset previously undefeated Heartland. Feedback on ways to
improve this would be greatly appreciated.
• Gym update…the construction company began nailing down the floor on September 23rd. We hope
to soon have a contractor to help do the needed concrete work around several areas.
• As always, we ask for your continued support. Please continue to pray for our former students who
have moved on to serve Jesus in their next phase of life; continue to pray for our current
students who are being guided by the gospel but are bombarded every day with the world’s
philosophies; continue to pray for our future students - we need an association army of
recruiters for NELHS; continue to pray for our parents and families who make sacrifices for their
children to be immersed in Gods’ Word in their academic studies with many living away from
home; continue to pray for our faculty and staff who also sacrifice much to give not only a topnotch education to our students, but who also guide, direct, and help build Christian leaders
through our school.
Don’t forget we also have our Fill the Bins donation program where donations of grain (or
livestock), and our This is Our School - automatic monthly giving program. These third source
funding programs are appreciated and vital to our financial needs.
Pastor Berger’s Report:
• Beatrice Vacancy – 7:45AM Worship
• Bible Instruction Classes – 3 just finished;
• District Mission Board – Joplin, MO: Grace Hmong in Kansas City; Shepard of Peace in Norfolk;
Living Savior in Blair, NE
• Mentor – Pastor Mount is going to have surgery at Mayo Clinic to have a mass removed from hid
adrenal gland.
• 14 baptisms so far; 2019 future baptisms – Scheidings, Zimmermans
• Sunday School and Bible Class started off well. Continual encouragement for everyone to enjoy
this extra 45 minutes in God’s Word.
• Golf outing for September 22 – 67 played – record attendance.
• NELHS Chapel - Friday, October 11.
• “Welcome Home” Sunday – October 20th
• Fall Conference in Valentine, NE October 21-23
• Mission Festival here at St. Paul’s with Pastor Kevin Stellick preaching on November 3rd
• Pastor Berger preaching at Mission Festival in Roscoe/Bowdle/Akaska, SD on November 2nd and
3rd
• Since last meeting, Call was received from Trinity Lutheran in Eugene OR and returned.
• Future:
o 2020 – Financial Peace University led by Don Wurm beginning in January.
o 2020 Church Directory (Picture dates are scheduled for August 27-29 and
September 15-16). Deb Wells, Pastor Berger, Danielle Schmidt, Vicki Christ have
offered to help with the project.
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Other Business
➢ Next Council Meeting – Thursday, December 5th, at 8:00PM
➢ Nominating Committee (Steve Freese, Pastor Berger, Joel Schroeder, Craig Scheele, Chad Weichel,
Brian Scheele) will need to meet in November to propose a list of candidates to the December
Church Council meeting, and then share with the congregation at least two Sundays prior to the
Annual Meeting.
➢ Budget Committee (Steve Freese, Pastor Berger, Joel Schroeder, Craig Scheele, Eric Bekemeyer,
Stan Hueske, Brian Scheele, Britton Scheele, Chad Weichel, 2 at-large member) will need to meet
at the beginning of December.
➢ Health insurance for next year was discussed:
o The plan from 2019 plan 3 with HSA included a $4,400.00 HSA contribution for family
and a $2,200.00 for individual.
o The plan for 2020 was to fund HSA with ½ of yearly savings from plan 1 to plan 3 for
individuals: $984, and ½ of yearly savings from plan 2 to plan 3 for families: $2,148.
➢ Quarterly Voters’ Meeting – Sunday, October 13th after church.
The meeting closed with a Prayer by Pastor Berger.

Quarterly Voters’ Agenda
October 13th, 2019 – 11:15AM
Please bring your quarterly report along to the meeting
1. Opening Prayer by Pastor Berger
2. Secretary’s Minutes – in Quarterly Report
3. Treasurer’s Report
4. New Voting Members
5. Elders
➢
➢
➢
➢
➢
➢
➢

Accept Julie Schmidt as a communicant member
Accept Joe and Laura Pieper as communicant members
Accept Craig and Mandy Wiedergreen as communicant members
Accept Tonja Higel as a communicant member
Release Roma Bovard from our communicant membership
Release Kate Grimes nee Likens from our communicant membership
Transfer Jake, Angey, Ryan, Emily, and Owen Carrel to Mt. Calvary (WELS) in Menasha, WI
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➢

➢

➢
➢
➢

Receive Rob, Heidi, Sienna Orth into membership from Christ Lutheran (WELS) in Beatrice, NE
(this transfer was made at the September 12 Council Meeting to be ratified today at the
quarterly voters’ meeting)
Receive David, Heather, Bryce, Autumn, Carson Malchow into membership from Christ
Lutheran (WELS) in Beatrice, NE (this transfer was made at the September 12 Council Meeting
to be ratified today at the quarterly voters’ meeting)
Baptisms during last quarter – Elizabeth Jantzen, Olivia Schmidt, Jaxon Horak
Transfers from church militant to church triumphant during the last quarter – Sharon
Schroeder
Proposal to serve Christ Lutheran as a “Preaching Station Plus” by receiving $3,500 from them
per month with a 5 year commitment (if they were to close we will receive the remainder
necessary from their savings to cover the 5 year commitment). This will allow us to call a
second pastor to help the workload in Plymouth and continue this preaching station in
Beatrice. NOTE: Christ Lutheran voters’ meeting will discuss the outcome of the St. Paul’s
voters’ meeting later today.

6. Board of Education
➢ Principal’s Report
➢ Treasurer’s Report
7. Trustees
➢ Building Fund Projects for 2019 Completed
1. COMPLETE New gutters with leaf guards and downspouts for the parsonage and
garage at an estimated cost of $1,659.00. Leaf guards on bigger downspouts on the
teacherage at $965.00
2. COMPLETE A/C unit for the office area to be replaced at an estimated cost of
$4,000.00. Billed for $2,500.
3. COMPLETE Thermostats to match the new on in the Sanctuary at an estimated cost
of $685.53
➢ Hauled some dirt from new sandbox to fill in low spots around teacherage
➢ Sprayed and mowed ditches in west lot
➢ Gutter guards for new addition - $662 – approved on August 29 Council Meeting…still waiting
for Blue Valley to install
8. Stewardship Committee Report
➢ We will be planning a new member welcome soon for Jantzens, Kochs, Johnsens, Lanette
Schmidt, Piepers, Wiedergreens, Tonja Higel, and Julie Schmidt for Sunday, October 20th.
Pastor will put together paragraphs about them for the bulletin. The Stewardship Committee
will prepare coffee, donuts, etc after worship (could be outside if the weather is nice).
9. Broadcast Committee Report
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10. Endowment Committee Report
11. Cemetery Committee Report
12. NELHS Report
➢ NELHS Day: we had about 180 students on campus for our September 20th NELHS Day.
Students had a chance to visit a rotation of curricular areas as well as choose an activity
(drama/music, art, or conditioning). Many were able to stay and cheer the Knights football
team on to an impressive performance as we upset previously undefeated Heartland.
Feedback on ways to improve this would be greatly appreciated.
➢ Gym update...the construction company began nailing down the floor on Sept. 23rd. We hope
to soon have a contractor to help do the needed concrete work around several areas.
➢ Enrollment for next year: we are beginning to schedule visits to our Lutheran elementary
schools and congregations. Please talk to those you know about the value of a high school
Christian education.
➢ As always, we ask for your continued support. Please continue to pray for our former students
who have moved on to serve Jesus in their next phase of life; continue to pray for our current
students who are being guided by the gospel but are bombarded every day with the world’s
philosophies; continue to pray for our future students - we need an association army of
recruiters for NELHS; continue to pray for our parents and families who make sacrifices for
their children to be immersed in Gods’ Word in their academic studies with many living away
from home; continue to pray for our faculty and staff who also sacrifice much to give not only
a top-notch education to our students, but who also guide, direct, and help build Christian
leaders through our school.
➢ Don’t forget we also have our Fill the Bins donation program where donations of grain (or
livestock), and our This is Our School - automatic monthly giving program.
13. Pastor Berger’s Report
• Beatrice Vacancy – 7:45AM Worship
• Bible Instruction Classes – 3 just finished; Jenn Jung is planning on joining on Monday, October
28th
• District Mission Board – Joplin, MO; Grace Hmong in Kansas City; Shepherd of Peace in Norfolk;
Living Savior in Blair, NE
• Mentor – Pastor Mount is going to have surgery at Mayo Clinic to remove mass from adrenal
gland
• 14 baptisms so far; 2019 future baptisms – Scheidings, Zimmermans
• Sunday School and Bible Class has started off well. Continual encouragement for everyone to
enjoy this extra 45 minutes in God’s Word.
• Golf Outing for September 22nd – 67 golfers played – record attendance
• NELHS Chapel – Friday, October 11th
• “Welcome Home” Sunday – October 20th

28

•
•
•
•
•
•

Joint Reformation Service – St. Mark – Sunday, October 27th at 4PM with meal to follow
Fall Conference in Valentine, NE October 21-23
Mission Festival here at St. Paul’s with Pastor Kevin Stellick preaching on November 3 rd
Pastor Berger preaching at Mission Festival in Roscoe/Bowdle/Akaska, SD on November 2nd +
3rd
Since last meeting, Call was received from Trinity Lutheran in Eugene, OR and returned
Future:
o 2020 – Financial Peace University led by Don Wurm beginning in January.
o 2020 Church Directory (Picture dates are scheduled for August 27-29 and September
15-16). Deb Wells, Pastor Berger, Danielle Schmidt, Vickie Christ have offered to help
with the project.

14. Other Business
➢ Church Council is asked to serve for the Mission Festival Potluck on Sunday, November 3 rd after
church.
➢ Nominating Committee (Steve Freese, Pastor Berger, Joel Schroeder, Craig Scheele, Chad
Weichel, Brian Scheele) will need to meet in November to propose a list of candidates to the
December church council meeting, and then share with the congregation at least two Sundays
prior to the annual meeting.
➢ Budget Committee (Steve Freese, Pastor Berger, Joel Schroeder, Craig Scheele, Erik
Bekemeyer, Stan Hueske, Brian Scheele, Britton Scheele, Chad Weichel, 2 At-large members)
will need to meet at the beginning of December.
➢ Next Church Council Meeting – Thursday, December 5, at 8:00PM (It would normally be
Thursday, November 28th, but that is Thanksgiving this year…)
15. Close with the singing of the doxology

A PLAN TO SERVE CHRIST LUTHERAN
AND THE BEATRICE COMMUNITY WITH THE GOSPEL
Formulated by St. Paul’s elders (Craig Scheele, Dave Hummel, Gail Schroeder, Dallas Christ, Wendell Gronemeyer)

Previous Timeline
June – August 2019 – Many discussions, brainstorming, and feedback received from both congregations.
August 19th, 2019 – The St. Paul’s elders encouraged the Christ Lutheran Church Council to call their own
pastor and subsidize their home fund offerings with savings.
August 22nd, 2019 – The Christ Lutheran Church Council met and decided that it was not possible for them
to call their own pastor. They asked St. Paul’s elders to take one more look at any way that St. Paul’s
could continue to serve them with the Gospel.
August 25th, 2019 – The St. Paul’s elders met after worship and put together a plan that they felt would be
a way that St. Paul’s could be of assistance to Christ Lutheran and continue to conduct some amount (not
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to the same extent as if a congregation had its own pastor) of gospel ministry to the saints there and the
community. They named the plan “Preaching Station Plus+”.
August 26th, 2019 – The Christ Lutheran Church Council Chairman spoke with his council and then with
Craig Scheele and gave a preliminary approval to the “Preaching Station Plus+” idea.
Pastoral Staff in the Past
1990-2010 – 1.5 pastors served our congregation. 1 pastor served Christ Lutheran.
2010-2019 – 1 pastor served our congregation. 1 pastor served Christ Lutheran.
2019 – 1 pastor serves our congregation and serves Christ Lutheran.
IDEA = 2020 forward – 2 pastors serve our congregation and Christ Lutheran.
Pastoral Service for Christ Lutheran – “Preaching Station Plus+”
St. Paul’s would be the “calling body.”
St. Paul’s elders would oversee pastors and set worship schedules – holidays (might not be Easter
Sunday morning services or Christmas Eve Service in Beatrice, but might be Maundy Thursday in
Beatrice instead of in Plymouth, for example).
St. Paul’s would have the office for the second pastor so that the two pastors could stay on the
same page. Both pastors would live in Plymouth and work out of Plymouth.
7:45AM Sunday morning worship in Beatrice. The two pastors switch off preaching. If one
pastor needs to be gone, the other pastor can still preach in Beatrice, do Bible Study in Plymouth
at 9AM, and preach in Plymouth at 10AM.
o
This could be helpful to other local WELS churches who need a guest preacher.
o
It could be helpful for vacation Sundays.
o
It could be helpful if one of the Plymouth pastors need to travel to visit other churches
within the district.
o This will free up time for one of the pastors who is not responsible for planning and
preparing for the Sunday Morning worship service (we felt as though that is 15-20 hours
of overlapped work if both pastors would be preaching every Sunday)
Christ Lutheran and St. Paul’s would conduct events together (softball, golf, church picnic, youth
group events and trips, VBS, Easter4Kids, Christmas4Kids, Ladies Aid, Choir, etc.)
No immediate Sunday Morning Bible Study at Christ Lutheran (unless we can livestream into
their church or one of their elders wanted to conduct Bible Study after worship)
No immediate Sunday School (unless a parent would like to organize it)
Christ Lutheran keeps their own finances in the bank and takes care of their own property
(electric, gas, building maintenance, mowing, snow removal, property insurance, etc.)
Christ Lutheran lowers the number of leaders on their church council to 3 (chairman, treasurer,
elder/secretary/trustee) as they are not currently able to fill their positions. Their new
leadership team of 3 has meetings at Plymouth on the same night as the Plymouth church
council meetings. Christ Lutheran would meet at 6:30PM at the same time as Plymouth’s Board
of Ed meeting. Christ Lutheran’s 3 leaders would be welcomed to sit in on the Plymouth Council
Meetings at 8PM in order to stay on the same page of the ministry work being accomplished.
(Christ Lutheran will have quarterly voters’ meetings).
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Pastors will cover all hospital calls, shut-in calls, counseling, BIC, pre-marriage, baptisms,
funerals, weddings, etc in both locations. For weddings and funerals the preaching will go back
and forth (there will not be the ability to request a certain preacher…otherwise Pastor Bill will
end up being requested for all the funerals and weddings and Pastor Seth won’t have the same
workload).
Office expenses would continue to be billed from Plymouth as they are being billed during the
vacancy. Plymouth will continue to print all the bulletins, etc.

Goals
1) Spiritual care for the precious souls of Christ Lutheran.
2) Evangelistic zeal for the souls who live in the Beatrice Community.
3) Filling the need for more pastoral staff to continue to accomplish current ministry opportunities at St.
Paul’s in Plymouth and the surrounding area.
Cost
Including salary, insurance, pension, housing, conferences expenses, mileage, cell phone reimbursements,
and other added costs, a second pastor for Plymouth would cost around $85,000 dollars. We would ask
that Beatrice covers $3,500 per month, and this amount can be regularly (at least yearly) revisited
depending on if attendance and offerings increase in Beatrice. St. Paul’s would cover the rest of what it
costs to provide for a pastor.
Also, Beatrice would be responsible for the one-time moving expense for the pastor and Plymouth would
be responsible for the one-time office renovation (the initial thought is to have an office where Pastor
Bortulin had an office in the back kitchenette area).
Timeline
August 29th, 2019 – Elders shared idea with Church Council. The Church Council approved the idea.
Early September 2019 – Bulletin Announcement shares the idea with our entire church family. Please give
any feedback, thoughts, improvements, questions to the elders or chairman.
October 3rd, 2019 – Church Council continued discussion about this idea.
October 6th, 2019 – Open forum (which was planned for late September) took place after church.
Quarterly Voters’ meeting on October 13th after worship – St. Paul’s voters’ meeting will discuss and/or
approve or disapprove of the idea
Quarterly Voters’ meeting on October 13th at 2PM – Christ Lutheran voters’ meeting will discuss the
outcome of the St. Paul’s voters’ meeting
Possible Future Timeline
Mid November Pre-Call Meeting with our District President
Late November Call Meeting
Earliest Budget Impact – January 2020
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If you would like more information about St. Paul’s Lutheran Church, feel free to speak
with Pastor Fred Berger after the service or anytime during the week! (call/text 402239-4509; email pastorberger@gmail.com) If you think you might be interested in
joining the St. Paul’s church family, Pastor would be more than happy to take you
through some Bible studies at whatever time or location is most convenient for you to
learn more about what we teach.
If you would like more information about St. Paul’s Lutheran School, feel free to speak
with Mr. Andrew Danner! (call/text 402-433-5349; email danner@stpaulsplymouth.org)
He would love to give you a tour of the school and answer any questions you might
have about the excellent Christ-centered education we offer students of our church and
community.

Please contact us! We would love to serve you!
Church Office 402-656-3003
School Office 402-656-4465
Pastor Fred Berger 402-239-4509
Church Secretary Mrs. Deb Wells 402-853-2035
Mrs. Tracie Hueske (Preschool/Principal Release Teacher) 402-230-0607
Mrs. Becky Briney (K-1) 269-358-2998
Mrs. Rachel Schroeder (2-3) 402-239-1206
Mrs. Beckie Bekemeyer (4-5) 402-239-7667
Principal Andrew Danner (6-8) 402-433-5349

St. Paul’s Lutheran Church and School

In an ever-changing world, St. Paul’s Evangelical Lutheran Church exists to build Christ’s kingdom in
people’s hearts with the un-changing Gospel of Jesus Christ.

106 East Highway 4
Plymouth, NE 68424
402-656-3003
www.stpaulsplymouth.org
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