
St. Paul’s Evangelical Lutheran Church 

Plymouth, Nebraska 

 

In an ever-changing world, St. Paul’s Evangelical Lutheran Church exists to build 

Christ’s kingdom in people’s hearts with the un-changing Gospel of Jesus Christ. 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

The First Sunday after the Epiphany 
Baptism of our Lord Sunday—January 15

th
, 2012 

 

     The titles “Christ” and “Messiah” both mean 
“the Anointed One.” Thus both are perfect titles 
for Jesus! At his baptism, Jesus was anointed with 
the Holy Spirit and with power, officially taking 
upon himself the role of the sinners’ substitute. 
His Father’s words on the occasion attest that 
Christ’s work as our Redeemer has his Father’s full 
approval and delight: “This is my Son, whom I 
love; with him I am well pleased.” 
     Our Service this morning, which follows the 
general outline of Service of the Word, also 
includes a special Gathering Rite on Holy Baptism 
and Remembrance of Baptism in place of the 
Apostles’ Creed. 
 

 
Welcome—A special welcome to our visitors. We 
are happy to have you with us and hope that you 
will come again soon. There is a guestbook for you 
to sign in the church entryway. Please contact 
Pastor Bortulin or one of the Elders (seated in the 
back of the church) if you have questions about 
the service or the congregation. 
 
Prayers Before Worship can be found in Christian 
Worship—A Lutheran Hymnal, p. 10-11. 
 
Radio Sponsor—Our broadcast today is 
sponsored in loving memory of Arlin Spilker by his 
family and friends. Arlin was born January 12, 
1941. 
 

Service of the Word (Christian Worship p. 38) 
 

GATHERING RITE ON HOLY BAPTISM 
M:  In the name of the Father and of the Son (+) and of the Holy Spirit.  
C:  (spoken) Amen.  

C:  ˕ Baptized into your name most holy, O Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, I claim a place, though 
weak and lowly, Among your saints, your chosen host, Buried with Christ and dead to sin. 
Your Spirit now shall live within.  

 
M:  I tell you the truth, no one can enter the kingdom of God unless he is born of water and the 

Spirit.  
C:  Flesh gives birth to flesh, but the Spirit gives birth to spirit. (John 3:5,6)  
M:  Surely we were sinful at birth, sinful from the time our mothers conceived us. (Psalm 51:5)  
C:  But we were washed, we were sanctified, we were justified in the name of the Lord Jesus 

Christ and by the Spirit of our God. (1 Corinthians 6:11)  

C: ˕ My loving Father, there you took me, To be henceforth your child and heir. My faithful 
Savior, there you let me, The fruit of all your sorrows share. O Holy Spirit, comfort me, When 
threat’ning clouds around I see.  

 



M:  As baptized children of God, we confess our sins.  
C:  Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful and that I have disobeyed you in 

my thoughts, words, and actions. I have done what is evil and failed to do what is good. For 
this I deserve your punishment both now and in eternity. But I am truly sorry for my sins, and 
trusting in my Savior Jesus Christ, I pray: Lord, have mercy on me, a sinner.  

C: ˕ My faithful God, you fail me never; Your promise surely will endure.  
Oh, cast me not away forever, If words and deeds become impure.  
Have mercy when I come defiled; Forgive, lift up, restore your child.  
 

M:  Christ loved the church and gave himself up for her to make her holy, cleansing her by the 
washing with water through the word, and to present her to himself as a radiant church, 
without stain or wrinkle or any other blemish, but holy and blameless (Ephesians 5:25-27). 
Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by his authority, I forgive you all your sins in the 
name of the Father and of the Son (+) and of the Holy Spirit.  

C:  (spoken) Amen.  
C:  Ǉ All that I am and love most dearly—Receive it all, O Lord, from me.  
 Let me confess my faith sincerely, And help me your own child to be!  
 Let nothing that I am or own, Serve any will but yours alone.  
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
M: Let us pray.  
 Father in heaven, at the baptism of Jesus in the River Jordan you proclaimed him your beloved 

Son and anointed him with the Holy Spirit. Keep us who are baptized into Christ faithful in our 
calling as your children and make us heirs with him of everlasting life; through your Son, Jesus 
Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 
 

THE WORD 
FIRST LESSON: Isaiah 42:1-7 1 ―Here is my servant, whom I uphold, my chosen one in whom I 
delight; I will put my Spirit on him, and he will bring justice to the nations. 2 He will not shout or cry 
out, or raise his voice in the streets. 3 A bruised reed he will not break, and a smoldering wick he 
will not snuff out. In faithfulness he will bring forth justice; 4 he will not falter or be discouraged till 
he establishes justice on earth. In his teaching the islands will put their hope. 5 This is what God the 
LORD says—the Creator of the heavens, who stretches them out, who spreads out the earth with 
all that springs from it, who gives breath to its people, and life to those who walk on it: 6 ―I, the 
LORD, have called you in righteousness; I will take hold of your hand. I will keep you and will make 
you to be a covenant for the people and a light for the Gentiles, 7 to open eyes that are blind, to 
free captives from prison and to release from the dungeon those who sit in darkness.  
 
PSALM OF THE DAY 89 – page 98 
 



SECOND LESSON: Acts 10:34-48 34 Then Peter began to speak: ―I now realize how true it is that 
God does not show favoritism 35 but accepts from every nation the one who fears him and does 
what is right. 36 You know the message God sent to the people of Israel, announcing the good 
news of peace through Jesus Christ, who is Lord of all. 37 You know what has happened throughout 
the province of Judea, beginning in Galilee after the baptism that John preached— 38 how God 
anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and power, and how he went around doing good 
and healing all who were under the power of the devil, because God was with him. 39 ―We are 
witnesses of everything he did in the country of the Jews and in Jerusalem. They killed him by 
hanging him on a cross, 40 but God raised him from the dead on the third day and caused him to be 
seen. 41 He was not seen by all the people, but by witnesses whom God had already chosen—by us 
who ate and drank with him after he rose from the dead. 42 He commanded us to preach to the 
people and to testify that he is the one whom God appointed as judge of the living and the dead. 43 
All the prophets testify about him that everyone who believes in him receives forgiveness of sins 
through his name. 44 While Peter was still speaking these words, the Holy Spirit came on all who 
heard the message. 45 The circumcised believers who had come with Peter were astonished that 
the gift of the Holy Spirit had been poured out even on Gentiles. 46 For they heard them speaking 
in tongues and praising God. Then Peter said, 47―Surely no one can stand in the way of their being 
baptized with water. They have received the Holy Spirit just as we have. 48 So he ordered that they 
be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ. Then they asked Peter to stay with them for a few days.  
 
VERSE OF THE DAY  Alleluia. You are my Son, whom I love; with you I am well pleased.  Alleluia.  

 

GOSPEL: Matthew 3:13-17-13 Then Jesus came from Galilee to the Jordan to be baptized by John. 
14 But John tried to deter him, saying, ―I need to be baptized by you, and do you come to me? 15 
Jesus replied, ―Let it be so now; it is proper for us to do this to fulfill all righteousness. Then John 



consented. 16 As soon as Jesus was baptized, he went up out of the water. At that moment heaven 
was opened, and he saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove and alighting on him. 17 And a 
voice from heaven said, ―This is my Son, whom I love; with him I am well pleased. 
 
M: This is the Gospel of the Lord!  

 
 
HYMN OF THE DAY CW 89 ά¢ƻ WƻǊŘŀƴΩǎ wƛǾŜǊ /ŀƳŜ hǳǊ [ƻǊŘέ  
 
SERMON     
 
REMEMBRANCE OF BAPTISM AND CONFESSION OF FAITH  
M:  Holy Baptism is the precious means of grace by which our Father in heaven connects us with 

Christ in his life, death, and resurrection. The apostle Paul says: ―Don’t you know that all of us 
who were baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into his death? We were therefore buried 
with him through baptism into death in order that, just as Christ was raised from the dead 
through the glory of the Father, we too may live a new life. If we have been united with him like 
this in his death, we will certainly also be united with him in his resurrection. For we know that 
our old self was crucified with him so that the body of sin might be done away with, that we 
should no longer be slaves to sin—because anyone who has died has been freed from sin. Now 
if we died with Christ, we believe that we will also live with him. For we know that since Christ 
was raised from the dead, he cannot die again; death no longer has mastery over him. The 
death he died, he died to sin once for all; but the life he lives, he lives to God. In the same way, 
count yourselves dead to sin but alive to God in Christ Jesus. 

 

In Holy Baptism, God takes away our sins and gives new life in Christ our Lord. We solemnly 
renounce the devil and all his works and all his ways; we confess the gift of faith in God the 
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.  
 

M:  I ask you: Do you reject the devil along with all his lies and empty promises?  
C:  Yes, and I ask God to help me.  
M:  Do you believe in God, the Father almighty?  
C:  Yes, I believe in God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth.  
M:  Do you believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son?  
C:  Yes, I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. 
He descended into hell. The third day he rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven 
and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty. From there he will come to judge 
the living and the dead.  



M:  Do you believe in the Holy Spirit?  
C:  Yes, I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the 

forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.  
M:  Do you intend to continue in this faith, to be diligent in the use of Word and sacrament and in 

faith and action remain true to God—Father, Son, and Holy Spirit—as long as you live?  
C:  Yes, and I ask God to help me.  
M:  Almighty God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has given you the new birth of water 

and of the Spirit and has forgiven you all your sins, strengthen you with his grace to life 
everlasting.  

C: Amen.  
 
Offering 

Prayer 

LORD’S PRAYER  
C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done on 

earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we 
forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 
evil.  For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

 

HYMN CW 297 ά.ŀǇǘƛȊŜŘ ƛƴ ²ŀǘŜǊέ 
 

CLOSING PRAYER AND BLESSING  
M: O Lord God, our heavenly Father, pour out the Holy Spirit on your faithful people. Keep us 

strong in your grace and truth, protect and comfort us in all temptation, and bestow on us your 
saving peace, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever. 

 
 

M: Brothers and sisters, go in peace.  Live in harmony with one another.  Serve the Lord with 
gladness. 

 The LORD bless you and keep you. 
 The LORD make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
 The LORD look on you with favor and + give you peace. 

 
 
CLOSING HYMN - CW 332 άDƻΣ aȅ /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΣ ǿƛǘƘ aȅ .ƭŜǎǎƛƴƎέ 



Pastor John Bortulin    Mr. Tom Plitzuweit, Principal   Pastor Joel Frank 
H-656.4295   C-223.9413    H-656.5735   O-656-3003           H-656.3055 
Bortulin@diodecom.net                      stpauls@diodecom.net 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
Organist: Mrs. Joan Hummel 
Ushers: Ryan Meyer, Grant Freese 
Greeters: Craig & Steph Scheele  
Broadcast Announcers: Barry Weichel, Don Wurm 
 
 

                                                           This Week, By God’s Grace—(Jan. 15
th

 – 22
nd

) 
(Basement Cleaners: Brett & Dennis Scheiding) 

Today Open Forum & Coffee Hour in Fellowship Area  11:00 am 
Sun. – Wed. Accreditation Team Visit  
Monday Worship            7:00 pm 
Wednesday Public School Instruction Class      6:15 pm 
  No Adult Choir       
Thursday BB Game vs. Lincoln (at home) 
Friday  Area Pastors’ Meeting at Tri-County     9:00 am 
Sunday          Sunday School, Bible Class, Teens          9:00 am 
 Worship (Greeters: Ethan & Rachel Schroeder)  10:00 am 
 Annual Meeting        1:00 pm 
   

(Birthdays/Anniversaries) 
Monday – Coen Hummel 
Tuesday – Tom Hueske 
Wednesday – Samantha Hueske 
Thursday – Vickie Christ 
Friday – Marge Schmidt, Doug Weishahn 
 

Prayers  – Wes Schroeder is scheduled for surgery this Tuesday. Please remember him in your prayers. 
 

Choir Schedule Change — Choir members are asked to note that there will not be adult choir practice this 
week . There will be practice as scheduled on the 25

th
. 

 

Funeral – Our Lord in his grace and wisdom called home to himself the soul of our brother, Eldred 

Gronemeyer, on Thursday, January 5
th

. The Christian funeral service was conducted here at St. Paul’s this past 
Tuesday with the committal in our church cemetery. May the Lord comfort the family with the sure 
knowledge of a blessed reunion in heaven. The obituary is printed on the back page of this bulletin. 
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Nominations for 2012 (*Denotes Incumbent) 
Elder-Joel Schroeder, ____________  
Board of Education-Rick Gerlach*, David Hummel  
Trustee-Doug Weishahn, Michael Wells  
Secretary-David Hummel, Matt Meyer  
Treasurer-Edwin Schneider*  
Endowment (need 2)-Dean Milius*, John Vossler, Barry Weichel, Calvin Weichel  
Cemetery-Dennis Weichel*, Forrest Freese  
Stewardship (need 2)-Brett Scheiding, Barry Weichel, Chad Weichel, Roy Wolter  
Auditor-Greg Bekemeyer, Dick Drewes  
Ratify the Following: Delegates-Bob Schmidt, Calvin Weichel, Marvin Yost  
  NELHS Delegates-Craig Scheele, Joel Schroeder, Wes Schroeder 
 

Thank You—We recently received the following thank you notes: 
Dear Members of St. Paul’s, 
    Thank you very much for the cash Christmas gift. I love music and I especially love playing on a pipe organ. I 
consider it a privilege to be one of the organists here. I pray that my playing serves to help people in their 
worship.        Sincerely,  Joan Hummel 
 

Dear St. Paul’s Ladies Aid, 
   Thank you so very much for the Christmas sack of goodies.  It was so nice of you to remember me in this 
special way. I deeply appreciated all of the treats.   Roy Wolter 
 

To the Members of St. Paul’s, 
   I wanted to thank you for the insulated cup I received for teaching Sunday school and for the money I 
received for playing piano and organ during church services. I am planning on using the money to purchase 
more music to use when I am accompanying for worship. My best to you all in the upcoming new year! 
        With God’s blessings,  Ann Freese 
 

Dear Members of St. Paul’s, 
   Thank you for the monetary gift for playing organ this past year. I am looking forward to accompanying 
worship services again, and appreciate the extra work the other ladies did while I took a few months off. 
        God bless,  Sarah Bortulin 
 

St. Paul’s, 
   Thank you for the nice mug you gave the Sunday school teachers for Christmas. It is my new favorite cup! It 
is a pleasure to have the gifted children of St. Paul’ in my Sunday school class. God has truly blessed them all 
with many talents. May God continue to bless the efforts of St. Paul’s Church and School.  

Karen Schroeder 
 

Dear Members of St. Paul’s, 
   Thank you so much for the monetary gift. I feel blessed to be able to share with you any talent that I have. I 
wish all of you God’s blessings in the new year.   Angie Zulauf 
 
 
 
 
 



The Obituary  
Eldred Willis Gronemeyer, son of Wilhelm Gronemeyer and Ida neé Koch, was born January 20, 

1924, at rural Plymouth. On February 17 of that same year, he became a member of God =s 

Kingdom of Grace through the sacrament of Holy Baptism administered here at St. Paulõs by 

Pastor Max Lehninger. After being instructed in the truths of God =s Word, he publicl y confessed 

his faith and was confirmed here at St. Paulõs by Pastor Walter Baumann on May 30, 1937.  His 

confirmation verse was Psalm 46:1: AGod is our refuge and strength, an ever -present help in 

trouble .@ 
                                                                                                             

Eldred graduated from Plymouth High School in 1941 and worked as a farm laborer until August 

of 1945, when he entered the  service of his country in the Seventh D ivision of the Army Air Force. 

He was stationed in the United States and Pacific Theatre until his  honorable discharge in 1947 

with the rank of Tech. Sergeant . He then worked at the Crete Mills and Gronemeyer Garage in 

Plymouth.  
 

On September 28, 1952, he was joined in holy matrimony to A leatha Tietjen here at St. Paulõs by 

Pastor Hilbert Schaller and Pastor Milton Weishahn. The Lord blessed this union with one daughter 

and two sons. After living in Plymouth, the family  moved  northeast of Plymouth in 1958 to farm 

until Eldredõs retirement in 1988.  
                                                                                                                                               

Eldred was a faithful, life -long member of this congregation . He served as an elder , trustee,  

member of  the board of education  and the finance committee . He also was a member of the 

broadcast committee, which he helped establish and served on for thirty years.  Eldred regularly 

attended worship services when he was able. The last few months, due to failing h ealth, he  

listened to our radio broadcasts and  received the Lord =s Supper privately for the assurance that 

his sins were forgiven.  Eldred was a member of the American Legion Post 243 and VFW Post 

1077. He enjoyed traveling with Aleatha and playing cards.  
                                                                                                             

The Lord called him out of this life to life eternal this past Thursday at the age of  87 years, 11 

months, and 16 days.  He was preceded in death by his parents,  Wilhelm  and Ida  Gronemeyer ; 

brothers and sisters -in-law, Orvel and Esther Gronemeyer and Harvey and Zena Gronemeyer; 

sister and brother -in-law, Elaine and Herbert Zimmerman; brother, Milbert Gronemeyer; brother -

in-law, Melvern Weise; and fa mily friend, Irene Koch.    
                                                                                                    

He leaves to mourn his passing: his beloved wife, Aleatha; three children, Yvonne Rahe and 

husband Bruce, Alan Gronemeyer, and We ndell  Gronemeyer and wife Lois; grandchildren and 

great grandchildren, Byron and Jamie Beerenstrauch and children Rylan and Bryson, Mark 

Beerenstrauch, Missy Beerenstrauch, Jordan Rahe, Jason and Laci Zimmer and daughter Bri, 

Preston and Brenda Gronemeyer and children Bailey Green and Colton Jantzen, Dustin and Elise 

Gronemeyer and children Meila and Kinley, Andrea Gronemeyer, Nicolas and Taryn 

Gronemeyer; family friend, Alicia Gill; sister -in-law, Norla Weise; and many other relatives and 

friends.    
                                                                         

The Lord gave and the Lord has taken away, may the name of the Lord be praised.  

 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

The Gronemeyer family extends  thanks and appreciation for all the food that was brought to the 

funeral.  They enjoyed a lunch at home and then donated the remainder to a shelter in our area.  

 

 


