St. Paul’s Plymouth
January 14th, 2018 – Epiphany 2

Divine Service 1
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Welcome
Thank you for joining us for worship today!
We pray that your spiritual life will be nourished through Word and Sacrament.
 If you desire, there is a nursery in the back on the west side of the church, but know that
your children are ALWAYS welcome in our service no matter how much noise they make.
We’re happy to have them hear the Word and join us praising God with their voices!
 Before you leave, please sign the guest register. It is located on the top of the stairs in the
church entryway.
 Please talk to one of the Elders (seated in the back of the church) if you have questions
about the service or the congregation.
 Large print service folders are available. Please speak to one of the Elders if this would be
of assistance to you.
 Our Sunday morning service can be heard on KWBE 1450AM (94.7FM) and viewed live and
archived at www.stpaulsplymouth.org. Please share this information with those who are
not able to attend worship.
 Prayers before Worship can be found in Christian Worship – A Lutheran Hymnal, pages 1011.

Broadcast Sponsor
Our broadcast this morning is sponsored in loving memory of Bob Kapke by his wife, Bev, and
their family.

Focus for Our Worship
During the season of Epiphany, we’ll continue to marvel at the manifestation of God in
human flesh. Another emphasis of the season (as we saw last Sunday in the coming of the
Magi) is that the Christ, true God and true man, came for all nations (Jews and Gentiles alike).
Today we see Jesus showing Himself as this Promised Christ as He performs His first
miraculous sign at the wedding in Cana.
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Divine Service I – with Communion
(Christian Worship Supplement p. 15)
OPENING HYMN “O God from God, O Light from Light” (CW 85)

INVOCATION
M: In the name of the Father and of the Son % and of the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen.

CONFESSION OF SINS, KYRIE, HOLY ABSOLUTION
M: Beloved in the Lord: let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins to God our
Father, asking Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness.
C: Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful and that I have disobeyed
You in my thoughts, words, and actions. I have done what is evil and failed to do what is
good. For this I deserve Your punishment both now and in eternity. But I am truly sorry for
my sins, and trusting in my Savior Jesus Christ, I pray: Lord, have mercy on me, a sinner.

LORD, HAVE MERCY

M: God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has given His only Son to be the
atoning sacrifice for our sins. Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by His authority, I
forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son % and of the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen.

PRAYER AND PRAISE
M: In the peace of this forgiveness, let us praise the Lord.
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GLORY TO GOD
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PRAYER OF THE DAY
M: O Almighty God, who governs all things in heaven and earth, accept our praise today for
the marvelous things You have done for us. Give us peace knowing that we have been
reconciled to You, through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C: Amen.

FIRST LESSON — Exodus 15:22-27
As the LORD performed many miracles in the Old Testament, we find Jesus, God in man made
manifest, doing the same in the New.
22
Then Moses led Israel from the Red Sea and they went into the Desert of Shur. For three days
they traveled in the desert without finding water. 23 When they came to Marah, they could not
drink its water because it was bitter. (That is why the place is called Marah.) 24 So the people
grumbled against Moses, saying, “What are we to drink?”
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Then Moses cried out to the LORD, and the LORD showed him a piece of wood. He threw it
into the water, and the water became sweet.

SECOND LESSON — Romans 12:1-21
Sermon Text
Therefore, I urge you, brothers, in view of God’s mercy, to offer your bodies as living sacrifices,
holy and pleasing to God—this is your spiritual act of worship. 2 Do not conform any longer to
the pattern of this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind. Then you will be
able to test and approve what God’s will is—his good, pleasing and perfect will.
3
For by the grace given me I say to every one of you: Do not think of yourself more highly than
you ought, but rather think of yourself with sober judgment, in accordance with the measure of
faith God has given you. 4 Just as each of us has one body with many members, and these
members do not all have the same function, 5 so in Christ we who are many form one body, and
each member belongs to all the others. 6 We have different gifts, according to the grace given
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us. If a man’s gift is prophesying, let him use it in proportion to his faith. 7 If it is serving, let him
serve; if it is teaching, let him teach; 8 if it is encouraging, let him encourage; if it is contributing
to the needs of others, let him give generously; if it is leadership, let him govern diligently; if it is
showing mercy, let him do it cheerfully.
9
Love must be sincere. Hate what is evil; cling to what is good. 10 Be devoted to one another in
brotherly love. Honor one another above yourselves. 11 Never be lacking in zeal, but keep your
spiritual fervor, serving the Lord. 12 Be joyful in hope, patient in affliction, faithful in prayer. 13
Share with God’s people who are in need. Practice hospitality.
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Bless those who persecute you; bless and do not curse. 15 Rejoice with those who rejoice;
mourn with those who mourn. 16 Live in harmony with one another. Do not be proud, but be
willing to associate with people of low position. Do not be conceited.
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Do not repay anyone evil for evil. Be careful to do what is right in the eyes of everybody.
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If it is possible, as far as it depends on you, live at peace with everyone. 19 Do not take revenge,
my friends, but leave room for God’s wrath, for it is written: “It is mine to avenge; I will repay,”
says the Lord. 20 On the contrary: “If your enemy is hungry, feed him; if he is thirsty, give him
something to drink. In doing this, you will heap burning coals on his head.” 21 Do not be
overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good.
VERSE OF THE DAY — Alleluia. But these are written that you may believe that Jesus is the
Christ, the Son of God, and that by believing you may have life in his name. Alleluia!
(John 20:31)
HOLY GOSPEL
M: The Gospel according to St. John, chapter 11:

Mary’s comments in verse 5 really emphasizes why we care what Jesus tells us in Romans 12.
When the Son of God speaks, trusting Him, we listen.
On the third day a wedding took place at Cana in Galilee. Jesus’ mother was there, 2 and Jesus
and his disciples had also been invited to the wedding. 3 When the wine was gone, Jesus’ mother
said to him, “They have no more wine.”
4
“Dear woman, why do you involve me?” Jesus replied. “My time has not yet come.”
5
His mother said to the servants, “Do whatever he tells you.”
6
Nearby stood six stone water jars, the kind used by the Jews for ceremonial washing, each
holding from twenty to thirty gallons.
7
Jesus said to the servants, “Fill the jars with water”; so they filled them to the brim.
8
Then he told them, “Now draw some out and take it to the master of the banquet.”
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They did so, 9 and the master of the banquet tasted the water that had been turned into wine.
He did not realize where it had come from, though the servants who had drawn the water knew.
Then he called the bridegroom aside 10 and said, “Everyone brings out the choice wine first and
then the cheaper wine after the guests have had too much to drink; but you have saved the best
till now.”
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This, the first of his miraculous signs, Jesus performed at Cana in Galilee. He thus revealed
his glory, and his disciples put their faith in him.
M: The Gospel of the Lord:

NICENE CREED
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is,
seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one being with the Father.
Through Him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation, He came down from heaven,
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary,
and became fully human.
For our sake He was crucified under Pontius Pilate.
He suffered death and was buried.
On the third day He rose again in accordance with the Scriptures.
He ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and His kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit,
the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who in unity with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified,
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who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead
and the life of the world to come. Amen.

HYMN OF THE DAY “Praise the One Who Breaks the Darkness” (CW 353)

SERMON “Do Whatever He Tells You”
After the sermon, the congregation sings:
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OFFERING

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH

LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.

THE SACRAMENT
M: The Lord be with you.
C: And also with you.
M: Lift up your hearts.
C: We lift them up to the Lord.
M: Let us give thanks to the Lord, our God.
C: It is good and right so to do.
M: It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in all places give You thanks, O Lord,
holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lived among
us as a human being and revealed His glory as Your only Son, full of grace and truth.
Therefore, with all the saints on earth and hosts of heaven, we praise Your holy name and
join their glorious song:
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HOLY, HOLY, HOLY

WORDS OF INSTITUTION
M: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night He was betrayed, took bread; and when He had given
thanks, He broke it and gave it to His disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is My % body,
which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of Me.”
Then He took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of you;
this is My % blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for the forgiveness of
sins. Do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of Me.”
M: The peace of the Lord be with you always.
C: Amen.
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O CHRIST, LAMB OF GOD

CLOSE COMMUNION We ask that only those who have previously spoken to our pastor or are
members in good standing of this or another WELS or ELS congregation come to Holy
Communion today. Our practice of Close Communion (which has been the practice of the
Christian Church throughout the ages) is in no way trying to judge anyone’s faith. What we are
trying to do is follow the Bible’s clear teaching (I Corinthians 11) to first study God’s Word
together. As we do so, we can share with/review with you what the Lord’s Supper is all about.
You, then, also have an opportunity to examine what we believe and teach before you come to
the Lord’s Supper here at St. Paul’s and make a public profession that you agree with what we
teach.
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If you have any questions about this or would like to commune at St. Paul’s in the future, please
talk to Pastor Berger after worship this morning. He would love to sit down with you on your
timetable and at your convenience and talk about these important matters.
PRAYER BEFORE COMMUNION
Lord, I am not worthy to be a guest at Your holy table. But You are a friend of sinners, and You
will not cast me out. This bread is Your body, which bore my sins upon the tree. This wine is
Your blood, which purifies me from all guilt. At Your invitation, I come rejoicing. Receive me,
my Savior. Amen.
DISTRIBUTION HYMNS
“Songs of Thankfulness and Praise” (CW 82)
“I Come, O Savior, to Your Table” (CW 310)
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
Thank You, Lord Jesus Christ, for nourishing me in this sacrament with Your body and blood.
You have given me forgiveness, life, and salvation. Let me always remain in You as a branch
remains in the vine. Send me out in the power of Your Spirit to live and work to Your praise and
glory. Amen.
SONG OF SIMEON
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M O give thanks to the Lord, for He is good.
C: And His mercy endures forever.
M: O God the Father, source of all goodness, in Your loving kindness You sent Your Son to share
our humanity. We thank You that through Him You have given us pardon and peace in this
sacrament. We also pray that You will not forsake us but will rule our hearts and minds by
Your Holy Spirit so that we willingly serve You day after day, through Jesus Christ, our Lord,
who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C: Amen.
BLESSING
M: The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and % give you peace.
C: Amen.
Closing Hymn “Lamb of God” (CW 748), which can be found on page 19 of this worship folder

NOTES AND NEWS
Pastor Fred Berger
C-402-239-4509 O-402-656-3003
pastorberger@gmail.com

Principal Andrew Danner
C-402-433-5349 O-402-656-4465
danner@stpaulsplymouth.org

Keyboardist: Rachel Schroeder
Teen Usher: Noah Worster
Greeters: Tom & Tresa Worster
Childcare: Annie Hummel, Jaime Danner
Broadcast Announcers: Brett Scheiding, Ethan Paxton

14

This Week, By God’s Grace (January 14 – January 21)
Today

Monday

Tuesday
Wednesday

Thursday
Friday
Sunday

Bible Class, Sunday School
Worship-Communion
Accreditation (Group Leaders) Meeting
Faculty Meeting
Circuit Meeting at St. Mark
NELHS Principal Meeting in Waco
NELHS Shadow Day (Grades 6-8)
BB Practice at Community Center
Faculty Devotion
LES Catechism
School Chapel
B-Team BB vs. St. Mark (Home Game)
PSI Class
Ladies Choir
Adult Choir
Faculty Devotion
LES Catechism
Junior Choir
Luther Movie
Bible Class, Sunday School
Worship
Annual Meeting
Chili Cook-off/Cornhole-Bag Toss Tourney
(Greeters: Tom & Tresa Worster)
(Childcare: Tresa Worster, Deb Wells)

9:00am
10:00am
11:00am
7:15am
8:00am

7:15am
8:30am
8:30am
4:30pm
6:00-7:30pm
7:15pm
7:45pm
7:15am
8:30am
3:50-4:15pm
7:00pm
9:00am
10:00am
1:00pm
4:00pm

BIRTHDAYS AND ANNIVERSARIES
Tuesday – Coen Hummel Wednesday – Taryn Gronemeyer, Tom Hueske
Thursday – Samantha Hueske Friday – Vickie Christ, Lacey Person
Saturday – Marge Schmidt, Doug Weishahn
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In Our Prayers
% Elaine (Liz) Schroeder – she returned home from Beatrice Hospital on Monday.
% Gerry Newhouse – she continues to recover from her surgery.
% Jill Masek – Pastor and Judy Frank’s daughter had outpatient gall bladder surgery on
Thursday.

Organ Project Update—Work on Phase 2 of the organ repairs continues. There is a sign-up
sheet on the table in the front entrance for anyone willing to help with this project this week.

Luther Movie—We will be showing “The Return to Grace” (a recently produced movie about
Martin Luther) here at church in the fellowship wing beginning at 7:00 p.m. on Friday, January
19th. Snacks will be provided and there is no admission fee.

Car Derby—St. Mark Lutheran School is hosting a Pinewood Car Derby for elementary students
and adults on Saturday, March 24th, starting at 2:30 p.m. For additional information, please see
page 18 of this bulletin.

Chili Cook-Off/Cornhole Bag Toss Tourney—The Evangelism Committee will be hosting a Chili
Cook-Off/Cornhole-Bag Toss Tournament next Sunday, January 21st. The Chili Cook-Off will begin
at 4:00 p.m. in the church basement with the Cornhole-Bag Toss Tournament following in the
school gym. Please see the inserted flyer in today’s bulletin for additional information.
Everything will be provided, so just come and enjoy the evening! And bring a friend!

Youth Group Ice Skating—On Sunday, January 28th, all youth 8th grade through 12th grade, are
invited to meet at church at 1:30pm to head up to the Rail Yard Ice Rink in Lincoln for ice
skating. With skate rental and supper, each youth should plan on bringing about $20 for the
day. For more information, please contact Ann Freese or Amy Gerlach.

Youth – SAVE THE DATE!—This year’s WELS International Youth Rally is scheduled for June 2629 at Bowling Green State University. The theme is “Never Alone.” All youth 8th grade through
12th grade are eligible to attend. Registration begins March 1st. We will have a meeting for all
those who are interesting on Sunday, February 18th after church.
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Nominations for 2018
o
o
o
o
o
o
o
o
o
o
o

Elder: Dallas Christ, Wendell Gronemeyer
Board of Ed: Jake Carrel, Matt Meyer
Trustee: Forrest Freese, John Vossler
Secretary: Joel Schroeder
Treasurer: Stan Hueske
Stewardship: Ron Collins, Derrick Damrow, Weston Gerlach, Kirk Holtmeier
Endowment Committee: Ryan Meyer, Brian Scheele, Wes Schroeder
Cemetery Committee: Dennis Weichel
Auditor: Edwin Schneider, Brian Weishahn
Delegates: Pastor Dan Nitz, Brian Scheele, Wes Schroeder, Calvin Weichel
NELHS Delegates: Craig Scheele, Wes Schroeder, Mark Wells
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St. Mark Lutheran School would like to invite you to:

A Pinewood Car Derby

Please join us March 24, 2018
Starting at 2:30 pm and going until we
finish the brackets
At Nebraska Ev. Lutheran High School
There will be a grade school bracket and an adult bracket.
We will start checking in cars at 2 pm and start racing at
2:30 pm. We will have a number of car kits available,
purchased by a Thrivent grant. We will be awarding trophies
for 1st – 3rd place in both brackets for both car design and
speed. If you would like to enter the race, please contact
Christy Krueger – (402)417-5037 or
igottakrueger@hotmail.com no later than March 1, 2018.
When you sign up, you will be given a rule sheet and a car.

Everyone is invited to come watch the races and
cheer on the racers! There will be a concession
stand, run by St. Mark, open with wonderful
snacks to enjoy.
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Reprinted under CCLI License #3240029.
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If you would like more information about St. Paul’s Lutheran Church, feel free to speak
with Pastor Fred Berger after the service or anytime during the week! (call/text 402239-4509; email pastorberger@gmail.com) If you think you might be interested in
joining the St. Paul’s church family, Pastor would be more than happy to take you
through some Bible studies at whatever time or location is most convenient for you to
learn more about what we teach.
If you would like more information about St. Paul’s Lutheran School, feel free to speak
with Mr. Andrew Danner! (call/text 402-433-5349; email danner@stpaulsplymouth.org)
He would love to give you a tour of the school and answer any questions you might
have about the excellent Christ-centered education we offer students of our church and
community.

Please contact us! We would love to serve you!
Church Office 402-656-3003
School Office 402-656-4465
Pastor Fred Berger 402-239-4509
Church Secretary Mrs. Deb Wells 402-853-2035
Mrs. Tracie Hueske (Preschool) 402-230-0607
Mrs. Becky Briney (K-1) 269-358-2998
Mrs. Rachel Schroeder (2-3) 402-239-1206
Mrs. Beckie Bekemeyer (4-5) 402-239-7667
Principal Andrew Danner (6-8) 402-433-5349
Mrs. Jaime Danner (Principal Release Teacher) 920-344-2149
Mrs. Lisa Scheele (Paraeducator) 360-620-9201

St. Paul’s Lutheran Church and School

In an ever-changing world, St. Paul’s Evangelical Lutheran Church exists to build Christ’s kingdom in
people’s hearts with the un-changing Gospel of Jesus Christ.

106 East Highway 4
Plymouth, NE 68424
402-656-3003
www.stpaulsplymouth.org
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