Christ Beatrice – 7:45AM
St. Paul’s Plymouth – 10AM
January 10, 2021
Epiphany Sunday
Pastor Dauck’s Installation
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Welcome
THANK YOU for joining us for worship today!
We pray that your spiritual life will be nourished through Word and Sacrament.
 Please practice social distancing as to be respectful of others’ space during this time.
 If you do not want to use a paper bulletin this morning, you can access the bulletin on our website –
www.stpaulsplymouth.org. The entire worship service is printed out so that you do not need to use
the hymnal.

 Offering plates can be found at the entrances. Although giving offerings for gospel ministry is an act
of worship, we will refrain from passing the offering plates during the service at this time.

 May the Lord bless the time we spend together around His Word this morning! If you are looking for
a church to call home, please contact Pastor Berger or Pastor Dauck at any time (emails
pastorberger@gmail.com or justin.dauck@gmail.com; call/text 402-239-4509; or stop by the church
office). They would love to serve you with God’s Word!

 If you desire, there is a nursery in the back on the west side of the church, but please know that your
children are ALWAYS welcome in our service no matter how much noise they make. We’re happy to
have them hear the Word and join us praising God with their voices!

 Before you leave, please sign the guest register. It is located on the top of the stairs in the church
entryway.

 Please talk to one of the Elders (seated in the back of the church) if you have questions about the
service or the congregation.

 Large print service folders are available. Please speak to one of the Elders if this would be of
assistance to you.

 Our Sunday morning service can be heard on KWBE 1450AM (94.7FM) and viewed live and archived
at www.stpaulsplymouth.org. Please share this information with those who are not able to attend
worship.

 Prayers before Worship can be found in Christian Worship–A Lutheran Hymnal, pp. 10-11.

Focus for Our Worship
The Festival of the Epiphany of our Lord is one of the oldest festivals celebrated by the
Christian Church, dating to the second century. In a way, it might well be called the “Gentile
Christmas.” So bright is the dawning of the Son, so great is the fullness of His glory, that His
light not only fills the dark streets of Bethlehem, but the ends of the earth. On Epiphany we
celebrate Jesus coming as Savior of the Nations. This Epiphany Sunday, we also celebrate the
installation of Pastor Justin Dauck. We ask the Lord’s blessing upon Pastor Dauck’s service
among us in Plymouth and Beatrice.
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SERVICE OF WORD AND SACRAMENT
page 26 in Christian Worship
Please stand
M The grace of our Lord % Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be
with you.
C And also with you.
CONFESSION OF SINS and HOLY ABSOLUTION
M God invites us to come into His presence and worship Him with humble and penitent hearts.
Therefore, let us acknowledge our sinfulness and ask Him to forgive us.
c Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful and that I have disobeyed You in
my thoughts, words, and actions. I have done what is evil and failed to do what is good. For
this I deserve Your punishment both now and in eternity. But I am truly sorry for my sins, and
trusting in my Savior Jesus Christ, I pray: Lord, have mercy on me, a sinner.
M God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has given His only Son to be the atoning
sacrifice for our sins. Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by His authority, I forgive you all
your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son % and of the Holy Spirit.
C Amen.
LORD, HAVE MERCY
M For all that we need in life and for the wisdom to use all Your gifts with gratitude and joy, hear
our prayer, O Lord.

M For the steadfast assurance that nothing can separate us from Your love and for the courage to
stand firm against the assaults of Satan and every evil, hear our prayer, O Christ.

M For the well-being of Your holy Church in all the world and for those who offer here their
worship and praise, hear our prayer, O Lord.
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M Merciful God, maker and preserver of life, uphold us by Your power and keep us in Your tender
care:

M: The works of the Lord are great and glorious; His name is worthy of praise.
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PRAYER OF THE DAY
M Lord God, by the leading of a star You once made known to the nations Your one and only Son.
Guide us, also, who know Him now by faith, to come at last to the perfect joy of Your heavenly
glory; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God,
now and forever.

FIRST LESSON — Isaiah 60:1-6
Isaiah here foretells the coming of the Messiah. He would bring light to a world of darkness and
people from all the over world would come to know and worship Him as their Savior.
1“Arise, shine, for your light has come,
and the glory of the LORD rises upon you.
2See, darkness covers the earth
and thick darkness is over the peoples,
but the LORD rises upon you
and his glory appears over you.
3Nations will come to your light,
and kings to the brightness of your dawn.
4“Lift up your eyes and look about you:
All assemble and come to you;
your sons come from afar,
and your daughters are carried on the arm.
5Then you will look and be radiant,
your heart will throb and swell with joy;
the wealth on the seas will be brought to you,
to you the riches of the nations will come.
6Herds of camels will cover your land,
young camels of Midian and Ephah.
And all from Sheba will come,
bearing gold and incense
and proclaiming the praise of the LORD.
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SECOND LESSON — Ephesians 3:2-12
The people of Israel knew that the Old Testament Scriptures spoke about the Gentiles. The mystery,
however, lay in exactly what kind of place they would have in the New Covenant. The Jews did not
understand that God intended the Gentiles to have an equal place. The coming of the Magi marked
the beginning of wave after wave of Gentiles who would come to faith in Christ.
2
Surely you have heard about the administration of God’s grace that was given to me for you,
3
that is, the mystery made known to me by revelation, as I have already written briefly. 4 In reading
this, then, you will be able to understand my insight into the mystery of Christ, 5 which was not made
known to men in other generations as it has now been revealed by the Spirit to God’s holy apostles
and prophets. 6 This mystery is that through the gospel the Gentiles are heirs together with Israel,
members together of one body, and sharers together in the promise in Christ Jesus.
7
I became a servant of this gospel by the gift of God’s grace given me through the working of his
power. 8 Although I am less than the least of all God’s people, this grace was given me: to preach to
the Gentiles the unsearchable riches of Christ, 9 and to make plain to everyone the administration of
this mystery, which for ages past was kept hidden in God, who created all things. 10 His intent was
that now, through the church, the manifold wisdom of God should be made known to the rulers and
authorities in the heavenly realms, 11 according to his eternal purpose which he accomplished in
Christ Jesus our Lord. 12 In him and through faith in him we may approach God with freedom and
confidence.
VERSE OF DAY —2 Timothy 1:9-10
Alleluia. God has saved us and called us to a holy life—not because of anything we have done but
because of his own purpose and grace. This grace was given us in Christ Jesus before the beginning
of time, but it has now been revealed through the appearing of our Savior, Christ Jesus, who has
destroyed death and has brought life and immortality to light through the gospel. Alleluia!
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HOLY GOSPEL — Matthew 2:1-12
The priests and teachers of Jesus’ day had the prophets and they had the promises. They knew this
King of the Jews would be the Christ, born of David’s line in Bethlehem. Yet, they did nothing with
what they knew. The Magi, though, saw the star and believed. They came, and they worshipped. In
that, they were a picture of all the Gentiles who would come to faith in Christ: Gentiles who were not
of the patriarchs, the promised land, or the prophets—but Gentiles called by the Gospel, converted by
the Spirit and worshipping the true King of the Jews and Savior of the Nations.
1

After Jesus was born in Bethlehem in Judea, during the time of King Herod, Magi from the east
came to Jerusalem 2 and asked, “Where is the one who has been born king of the Jews? We saw his
star in the east and have come to worship him.”
3
When King Herod heard this he was disturbed, and all Jerusalem with him. 4 When he had called
together all the people’s chief priests and teachers of the law, he asked them where the Christ was
to be born. 5 “In Bethlehem in Judea,” they replied, “for this is what the prophet has written:
6
“ ‘But you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah,
are by no means least among the rulers of Judah;
for out of you will come a ruler
who will be the shepherd of my people Israel.’”
7 Then Herod called the Magi secretly and found out from
them the exact time the star had appeared. 8 He sent them
to Bethlehem and said, “Go and make a careful search for
the child. As soon as you find him, report to me, so that I too
may go and worship him.”
9 After they had heard the king, they went on their way,
and the star they had seen in the east went ahead of them
until it stopped over the place where the child was. 10 When
they saw the star, they were overjoyed. 11 On coming to the
house, they saw the child with his mother Mary, and they
bowed down and worshiped him. Then they opened their
treasures and presented him with gifts of gold and of
12
incense and of myrrh. And having been warned in a dream not to go back to Herod, they returned
to their country by another route.

M This is the Gospel of the Lord!
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HYMN OF THE DAY
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SERMON – Philippians 1:27

“Whatever happens, conduct yourselves
in a manner worthy of the gospel of
Christ. Then, whether I come and see
you or only hear about you in my
absence, I will know that you stand firm in
one spirit, contending as one man for the
faith of the gospel…”
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NICENE CREED
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is,
seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one being with
the Father. Through Him all things were made. For us and for our salvation, He came down from
heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary, and became fully human. For our
sake He was crucified under Pontius Pilate. He suffered death and was buried. On the third day He
rose again in accordance with the Scriptures. He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right
hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and His kingdom
will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the
Son, who in unity with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, who has spoken through
the prophets. We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one
baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead and the life of the
world to come. Amen.
INSTALLATION OF PASTOR JUSTIN DAUCK
The pastor-elect presents himself before the altar. Assisting pastors gather in the chancel.
The installing minister (Pastor Phil Hirsch – Nebraska District President) addresses the congregation.
M

Our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ said to His Church: "All authority in heaven and on earth has
been given to Me. Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name
of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything I
have commanded you. And surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age."
Holy Scripture assures us that our risen and ascended Lord will always provide the Church with
the gifts necessary to carry out this commission. The apostle Paul writes to the Ephesians, "He
who had ascended higher than all the heavens in order to fill the whole universe gave some to
be apostles, some to be prophets, some to be evangelists, and some to be pastors and
teachers, to prepare God's people for works of service, so that the Body of Christ might be
built up.”

EXHORTATION TO THE PASTOR-ELECT
M
Dear brother in Christ, this congregation has called you to serve in the office of the holy
ministry. It is good that you should hear again what God in His holy Word impresses on His
pastors concerning this sacred office.
St. Paul states that a pastor "must be above reproach, the husband of but one wife,
temperate, self-controlled, respectable, hospitable, able to teach, not given to drunkenness,
not violent but gentle, not quarrelsome, not a lover of money. He must manage his own family
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well and see that his children obey him with proper respect. He must also have a good
reputation with outsiders, so that he will not fall into disgrace and into the devil's trap."
He urges Timothy to "set an example for the believers in speech, in life, in love, in faith and in
purity." He further advises him: "Devote yourself to the public reading of Scripture, to
preaching, and to teaching. Watch your life and your doctrine closely. Persevere in them,
because if you do, you will save both yourself and your hearers."
In the final chapter of his second letter to Timothy, the apostle gives additional words of
encouragement: "Preach the Word. Correct, rebuke and encourage, with great patience and
careful instruction. Keep your head in all situations, endure hardship, do the work of an
evangelist."
The ability to carry out this calling is not in us, but comes alone from God, as St. Paul reminds
the Corinthian Christians: "Not that we are competent in ourselves to claim anything for
ourselves, but our competence comes from God."
PROMISES BY THE PASTOR-ELECT
M
In keeping with the word and will of the Lord, you are about to be installed as a pastor at St.
Paul’s Lutheran/Christ Lutheran. I ask you, in the presence of God and this congregation:
Are you fully determined to carry out this work according to the grace which God will give? If
so, answer, “I am.”
R
I am.

M
R

M

R

M

R

Do you believe that the canonical books of the Old and New Testament are the inspired Word
of God and the only infallible rule of faith and practice? If so, answer, “I do.”
I do.

Do you accept the three Ecumenical Creeds—the Apostles’, the Nicene, and the Athanasian—
as faithful testimonies to the truth of the Holy Scriptures, and do you reject all the errors
which they condemn? If so, answer, “I do.”
I do.

Do you believe that the Unaltered Augsburg Confession is a true exposition of the Word of
God and a correct presentation of the doctrine of the Evangelical Lutheran Church; and that
the other confessions in the Book of Concord are also in agreement with this one scriptural
faith: the Apology of the Augsburg Confession, the Small and Large Catechisms of Martin
Luther, the Smalcald Articles, and the Formula of Concord? If so, answer, “I do.”
I do.
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M
R

M
R

M

Do you solemnly promise that all your teaching and your administration of the Sacraments will
conform to the Holy Scriptures and the Lutheran Confessions? If so, answer, “I do.”
I do.

Will you give faithful witness to Christ in the world that God’s love may be known in all that
you do and say? Is so, answer, “I will, and I ask God to help me.”
I will, and I ask God to help me.

Almighty God, who has given you the will to do these things, graciously give you the strength
and compassion to perform them.

EXHORTATION TO THE CONGREGATION
M
Brothers and sisters in Christ, you have heard the solemn promise given by the one you have
called to be your pastor. I urge you, therefore, to receive him as your pastor and to keep in
mind always what the Word of God expects of you as members of His flock:

 Listen eagerly to the preaching of the Word, receiving it not as the word of men, but
as it actually is, the Word of God.
 Take to heart his scriptural words of warning and encouragement, humbly accepting
the Word planted in you.
 Work together with him for our Lord’s kingdom so that by your works of service the
Body of Christ might be built up.
 Help him by your word and example in teaching the young, remembering how the
Scriptures urge you to bring up your children in the training and instruction of the
Lord.
 Honor and love him, as the apostle Paul says, “Respect those who work hard among
you, who are over you in the Lord and who admonish you. Hold them in the highest
regard in love because of their work.”
 Pray for him continually, that his ministry among you may be greatly blessed and
that, with all his responsibilities, he may continue to have a cheerful spirit.
 Provide also for his physical needs, for the Lord says, “The worker deserves his
wages;” and the apostle Paul says, “Anyone who receives instruction in the Word
must share all good things with his instructor.”
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 Finally, remember what the Scriptures say, “Obey your leaders and submit to their
authority. They keep watch over you as men who must give account. Obey them so
that their work will be a joy, not a burden, for that would be of no advantage to
you.”

PROMISES BY THE CONGREGATION
M
I now ask you, in the presence of God:
Are you willing to receive your pastor as a minister of God? Will you show him the love, honor,
and obedience in the Lord which you owe to a shepherd and overseer placed over you by the
Lord Jesus Christ, the chief Shepherd and overseer of souls? If so, answer: We will, and we ask
God to help us.
C
We will, and we ask God to help us.
M
The almighty and merciful God strengthen and assist you always.

INSTALLATION
The installing minister, laying his right hand on the head of the pastor-elect, says:
M
Justin Dauck, I install you as a pastor at St. Paul’s Lutheran/Christ Lutheran in the name of the
Father and of the Son (†) and of the Holy Spirit.
May the Lord pour out on you His Holy Spirit for the work committed to you that you may
faithfully proclaim the gospel in Word and Sacraments.
Those assisting may, in turn, lay their right hands on the head of the pastor and speak an appropriate
Bible passage.

PRAYER
M
Let us pray. Almighty and most merciful God and Father, through Your one and only Son,
Jesus Christ, You have established Your Church to be a temple and dwelling place of the Holy
Spirit. We give thanks that You continue to provide shepherds to feed and serve Your flock
over which the Holy Spirit has made them overseers. We humbly implore you to strengthen
your pastors at all times that through their ministry of Word and Sacrament Your people may
bear fruit in Your knowledge and service and grow up into Him who is the Head, Jesus Christ,
to whom, with You and the Holy Spirit, be glory now and forever.
C
Amen.
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LORD’S PRAYER
c
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done
on earth as it is in the heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and
ever. Amen.
M
Go, then, take up the work to which you have been called.
The Lord bless you and make you a blessing to many, that you may bear fruit, and that your
fruit may remain to eternal life.
The newly installed pastor presides over the remainder of the service.
THE SACRAMENT
M The Lord be with you.

M Lift up your hearts.

M Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

M Praise to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! In love He has blessed us with every
spiritual blessing. When the time had fully come, He sent His Son, born of a woman, born under
law, to redeem those under law, that we might receive the full rights of sons. Now have come
the salvation and the power and the kingdom of our God and the authority of His Christ. To Him
who sits on the throne and to the Lamb be praise and thanks and honor and glory for ever and
ever.
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WORDS OF INSTITUTION
M Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night He was
betrayed, took bread; and when He had
given thanks, He broke it and gave it to His
disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is My +
body, which is given for you. Do this in
remembrance of Me.”
Then He took the cup, gave thanks, and gave
it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of you;
this is My + blood of the new covenant,
which is poured out for you for the
forgiveness of sins. Do this, whenever you
drink it, in remembrance of Me.”
M The peace of the Lord be with you always.
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LAMB OF GOD

CLOSE COMMUNION We ask that only those who have previously spoken to one of our pastors or are
members in good standing of this or another WELS or ELS congregation come to Holy Communion
today. Our practice of Close Communion (which has been the practice of the Christian Church
throughout the ages) is in no way trying to judge anyone’s faith. What we are trying to do is follow
the Bible’s clear teaching (I Corinthians 11) to first study God’s Word together. As we do so, we can
share with/review with you what the Lord’s Supper is all about. You, then, also have an opportunity
to examine what we believe and teach before you come to the Lord’s Supper here at St. Paul’s or
Christ Lutheran and make a public profession that you agree with what we teach.
If you have any questions about this or would like to commune at St. Paul’s or Christ Lutheran in the
future, please talk to Pastor Bergre or Pastor Dauck after worship this morning. They would love to sit
down with you on your timetable and at your convenience and talk about these important matters.
PRAYER BEFORE COMMUNION
Lord, I am not worthy to be a guest at Your holy table. But You are a friend of sinners, and You will
not cast me out. This bread is Your body, which bore my sins upon the tree. This wine is Your blood,
which purifies me from all guilt. At Your invitation, I come rejoicing. Receive me, my Savior. Amen.
DISTRIBUTION OF THE LORD’S SUPPER
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DISTRIBUTION HYMN

Reprinted with permission under One License #A-711841. All rights reserved.
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PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
Thank You, Lord Jesus Christ, for nourishing me in this sacrament with Your body and blood. You
have given me forgiveness, life, and salvation. Let me always remain in You as a branch remains in
the vine. Send me out in the power of Your Spirit to live and work to Your praise and glory. Amen.
THANKSGIVING

M Hear the prayer of Your people, O Lord, that the lips which have praised You here may glorify
You in the world, that the eyes which have seen the coming of Your Son may long for His coming
again, and that all who have received in His true body and blood the pledge of Your forgiveness
may be restored to live a new and holy life, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns
with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

SONG BY FACULTY – “A Closing Prayer” by Don Besig (10AM Service)

M Brothers and Sisters, go in peace. Live in harmony with one another. Serve the Lord with
gladness.
The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and + give you peace.
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CLOSING HYMN

19

Pastor Fred Berger
C-402-239-4509 O-402-656-3003
pastorberger@gmail.com

Principal Andrew Danner
C-402-433-5349 O-402-656-4465
danner@stpaulsplymouth.org

Organist: Ann Freese
Broadcast Announcers: Brett Scheiding, Trevor Hueske
Teen Ushers: Brevin Damrow, Zach Bergmeier
Greeters: Ethan & Rachel Schroeder
Broadcast Sponsor: Our broadcast today is sponsored with gifts from several faithful listeners.

BIRTHDAYS AND ANNIVERSARIES
Today – David Hummel
Monday – Kennedy Scheele
Tuesday – Marcie Vossler
Thursday – Patty Collins, Ethan Paxton
Saturday – Coen Hummel
Sunday – Taryn Gronemeyer, Tom Hueske

BIRTHDAYS AND ANNIVERSARIES
Saturday – John Seger
Organist: Janice Pieper
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Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Sunday

This Week, By God’s Grace (January 10th – January 17th)
Worship with Communion at Beatrice
(Pastor Dauck is Installed)
NO BIBLE CLASS OR SUNDAY SCHOOL
Worship with Communion at Plymouth
(Pastor Dauck is Installed)
Faculty Meets with Chairman and Treasurer in Fellowship Hall
Treasurers Drop Off Books at Church Office for Audit
Faculty Meeting
BB Practice
Elders’ Meeting, Plymouth
Faculty Devotion
LES Catechism
Auditors Meet, Plymouth
School Chapel
BB Practice
Public School Instruction Class
Faculty Devotion
LES Catechism
Away Basketball Games in York
Growing in Hope Bible Information Class, Plymouth
Worship at Beatrice
Bible Class and Sunday School
Worship with Communion at Plymouth
(Greeters: Ethan & Rachel Schroeder)
(Childcare: Beckie Bekemeyer, Lisa Scheele)
Sunday School Teachers’ Meeting, Plymouth
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7:45am

10:00am
11:15am
7:15am
3:45-5:30pm
6:30pm
7:15am
8:30am
8:30am
3:45-5:30pm
6:00-7:30pm
7:15am
8:30am
7:00-8:00pm
7:45am
9:00am
10:00am

11:00am

In Our Prayers
 Roger Johnsen – Roger was hospitalized this week at Bryan East due to heart problems.
 Family of Tim Zander – Tim, Angey Carrel’s father, was called Home to Heaven this past
Tuesday.
 Family of Janet Dorn– Janet, Jaime Danner’s grandmother, was taken to be with Jesus in
Paradise this past Saturday.
 Art Wells – Art has been hospitalized this week at Beatrice Community Hospital due to
complications with COVID.
Prayer Updates
 Glenn Bekemeyer - he had a successful back surgery this past Wednesday at Bryan West.
Broadcast Sponsors—Anyone interested in sponsoring a broadcast of one of our
worship services is asked to note that many of the Sundays in 2021 are still available.
Open dates include:
January 10, 31
May 16, 30
August 8, 15, 22
November 7, 21

February 7, 14, 21, 28
June 20, 27
September 26
December 5, 12, 19, 26

March 7, 14, 21
July 4, 11, 18
October 3, 17, 31

If you would like to reserve any of these dates, please contact the church office or talk with Craig
Scheele. Please note that due to an increase in broadcasting fees, the cost to sponsor a broadcast is
now $150. Broadcasts previously reserved will still be $115. Thank you!
Meditations—It’s impossible to stress HOW IMPORTANT it is to daily be fed
with God’s Word. If you have found the Meditations devotions to be helpful in
keeping you connected to God’s Word, PLEASE SIGN UP on the back table for
another year’s subscription. (Our last subscription to Meditations expired with
the current issue.) The yearly subscription rate is $16, which you can pay at
your convenience to Deb in the church office.
If you have another devotional plan, that is excellent as well. What our goal
is, though, is that every single one of us has a plan to daily be in God’s Word. As we do so, may we
hold God to His promise to be strengthening us spiritually and pointing our eyes to our heavenly
home through Jesus! The deadline to sign up for Meditations is January 31st.
Church Directory—After meeting with a representative from the Universal Church Directory
Company, we have set the following picture dates for our next directory: Thursday, August 19;
Friday, August 20; Saturday, August 21; Thursday, September 16; Friday, September 17; and
Saturday, September 18. This schedule should allow for more scheduling slots and an opportunity to
find a date and time that will work for you and your family.
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Forward in Christ Magazine Subscriptions— We will once again be ordering a
bundle subscription to Forward in Christ, our synod magazine. The cost is
$11.50 for each subscription and the deadline to order is February 7th. Please
contact the church office to renew your subscription or to place a new
subscription. This is an excellent monthly magazine filled with Christ-centered
articles from pastors, teachers, and members from throughout our synod.
Thank You Notes—We recently received the following thank you notes:
I enjoy playing organ at Beatrice, Christ Lutheran. We thank God for our church that is and
remains His temple. I’m happy believers praise Him with hearts, hands and voices. We rejoice having
two pastors now. We ask God’s blessings for increased faith and good health. Thank you for the
monetary Christmas gift. It is appreciated.
Janice Spilker Pieper
Dear Members of St. Paul's,
Thank you for the monetary gift for my work with music in our church. I'm grateful for the
opportunities to play organ and lead our adult choirs, and I look forward to getting our choir
schedule up and running again soon!
Cari Schroeder

I rejoiced with those who said to me,
“Let us go to the house of the LORD!”
-Psalm23122:1

2021 Convention Newsletter Co-Chair Address
Proclaim God’s Promises in O-H-I-O!
Were you at the 1991 LWMS convention held in Toledo, Ohio? Have you ever been in
Cincinnati? If you answered no to both of these questions, don’t you worry. This summer all
women (and the men who love them) are invited to come to Ohio for the 2021 LWMS
convention in Cincinnati. We can’t wait to hear the latest missionary presentations, to see the
memorable flag processional and recessional at the worship services, and to listen to an
Appalachian storyteller entertain us with homespun tales from America’s Heartland.
Our theme for the 58th LWMS Annual Convention (June 24–27, 2021) is “Proclaim God’s
Promises!” Your convention hosts are the Ohio and Heartland Circuits. The state of Ohio is rich
in history and offers unique adventures for all visitors. Did you know that Ohio is the birthplace
of seven U.S. presidents? Were you aware that the Underground Railroad used by Harriet
Tubman ran directly through this state?
Make plans to come to town early for a relaxing riverboat cruise down the impressive Ohio
River. Rumor has it that there’s a life-size replica of Noah’s ark you can board and explore in
Kentucky. Even better, there’s a tour bus that will take you directly from the Sharonville
Convention Center to the ark and back—all in the same day! If you don’t wish to venture far
from the convention site, that’s not a problem. The town of Sharonville offers restaurants,
hotels, shops, and attractions from its convenient location just 15 miles north of downtown
Cincinnati.
Join us this summer as we lovingly bump elbows, wave, and maybe even hug to greet fellow
mission supporters from near and far. We are excited to show off our neck of the woods! Lord
willing, we hope you say yes to joining us in Cincinnati in June.
Melinda Sims, co-chair, lwmsheartland@gmail.com, Heartland Circuit
Jackie Hieb, co-chair, ohaiyohio@sbcglobal.net, Ohio Circuit
Kimberly Ross, co-chair, LWMSkimberlyross@gmail.com, Heartland Circuit
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MEET THE DAUCK FAMILY
Justin Dauck was born on February 19, 1984 in Algoma, Wisconsin. His parents, Brian and
Tammy Dauck, brought him to be reborn a child of God through Holy Baptism on March 19.
Pastor Dauck was blessed to attend St. Paul’s Lutheran School in Algoma for Kindergarten
through 8th grade. He later attended Luther Preparatory School (Class of 2002), Martin Luther
College (Class of 2006), and Wisconsin Lutheran Seminary (Class of 2011).
Pastor’s vicar year (2008-09) was with our WELS mission on the Ft. Apache Indian Reservation in
Arizona. In this year of training, Pastor served at Open Bible Lutheran Church in Whiteriver and
taught Catechism at East Fork Lutheran School. After his time in Arizona, he was asked to spend
a year assisting our WELS missionary to the Lutheran Church of Cameroon (LCC). During his time
in Cameroon (2009-10), Pastor worked with the national pastors, helped train future pastors
and congregational assistants, and served the congregation at Barombi Kang on the LCC
Seminary campus.
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After seminary graduation, Pastor Dauck’s first call was to be a tutor (dorm supervisor) at
Michigan Lutheran Seminary (MLS) in Saginaw, Michigan. In addition to the dormitory duties,
Pastor taught American Literature and coached JV boys’ basketball. Pastor and Beth met while
serving at MLS.
Beth (nee Fischer) was born on August 16, 1989 in Jackson, Michigan to Pastor and Mrs. James
Fischer and was baptized on August 20 at St. Luke’s Lutheran Church. After her family moved to
Wilmot, Wisconsin in 1993, she attended grade school at Faith Lutheran in Antioch, Illinois.
Beth attended Luther Preparatory School (Class of 2007) and then Martin Luther College,
graduating with an education degree in 2011. She was assigned as a tutor at MLS and also
taught Geometry.
Pastor and Beth were married on April 5, 2013 at Peace Lutheran Church in Wilmot, Wisconsin.
After serving two years as tutors, Pastor was reassigned to the dual parish of St. Paul’s/St. John’s
in Roscoe/Bowdle, South Dakota. Having both grown up in small towns, Pastor and Beth
enjoyed settling in to their new home. In addition to Pastor’s ministry to the congregations,
Beth served as a part-time organist and was involved in Ladies’ Aid, Sunday School, and choir.
While living in South Dakota, the Lord blessed Pastor and Beth with three children: James (5),
Nora (3), and Gideon (1).
After 7½ years of serving in South Dakota, Pastor Dauck accepted the call to serve as associate
pastor at St. Paul’s in Plymouth and Christ Lutheran in Beatrice. Although it was hard to say
goodbye to so many in South Dakota, the Daucks are eager to get to know God’s people at St.
Paul’s and Christ Lutheran.
Pastor is a private pilot and, although he doesn’t fly too much these days, tries to keep up with
what’s happening in the world of general aviation. He enjoys hunting and other outdoor
activities as well as learning more about history—especially the history of the Lutheran church.
In October, he began serving on the board of the WELS Historical Institute.
Beth enjoys quilting and sewing, reading historical fiction, and working outside in the garden.
She is looking forward to grabbing a cup of coffee while visiting the park with the kids and
exploring the area. The Dauck family enjoys camping and they look forward to visiting the state
parks and other areas that Nebraska has to offer.
Most of all, the Daucks look forward to gathering around God’s Word and Sacraments with you
at St. Paul’s and Christ Lutheran.
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DECEMBER 2020 CHURCH COUNCIL MEETING HIGHLIGHTS
JANUARY 7, 2021– 8:00PM
Chairman Steve Freese called the meeting to order.
Pastor Berger was finishing up Bible Instruction Class and so gave the devotion on Acts 9:1-17 later
on during his report.
The secretary’s minutes from the December 3rd meeting were approved as presented.
Elders’ Report
• Worship Update – Sunday Morning Options
o 7:45AM in Beatrice (social distancing and mask mandate per city of
Beatrice)
o 10AM in Plymouth
▪ In-person (social distancing and masks strongly encouraged)
▪ Basement (social distancing)
▪ Basement carpeted area “old preschool” (social distancing and
masks required)
▪ At Home on the Internet/Radio with safe drive-thru communion
last Sunday of the month
• Motion to accept Dauck Family (Justin, Beth, James, Nora, Gideon) by transfer from
St. Paul’s in Roscoe, SD. Motion carried.
• Pastor Dauck installation will be held on January 10th at 10AM. Pastor Berger will be
the preacher.
• Baptism: Anaya Wiedergreen (12-24-2020)
Board of Education Report
• Principal’s Report - Mr. Danner reported that they are currently planning for
second semester. They are going through the second round of standardized testing.
COVID vaccine should be available soon for educators who are in the 1b
classification. 22 students participating in basketball. 5 games are scheduled plus a
tournament at the end of February. They also have received a new student in
fourth grade.
Trustees’ Report
• Sidewalk on south side of school needs to be fixed. Discussion took place about the
best way to go about this. It was decided to do this work ourselves and add the cost
of it to the 2021 building fund at a cost of approximately $1,500.
• Building Fund Projects for 2020
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•

•

1. Painting and New Carpeting and New Vinyl Floor installed in Fellowship Hall
2. Second Pastor’s Office – Brian Weishahn built walls for new office. He hung the
door and put up the trim. He is working with Pastor Dauck to make furnishings
for the office (table has already been made). More shelving, bulletin board, etc
can be made at a future date as Pastor Dauck settles in and decides how best to
utilize this ministry space
Possible Building Fund Projects for 2021
1. Fix the sidewalk at school – $1,500
2. Chappel Roofing will replace all rotting wood on west steeple, install drip edge
to match east steeple for $4,500
3. New Northeast Basement Door with keypad – Estimate $1,900
Fencing at the cemetery was removed

Stewardship Report
• Andrew Zimmerman, Seward Family (Ric, Tina, Kathryn), Wasserman Family
(Leonard, Delores) write ups were in the bulletin on December 27th. Coffee and
Donuts was not held due to COVID.
NELHS Report
•
•
•
•
•
•

NELHS One Act took second place at district contest
December 9th – “Mental Health Day” – the students woke up expecting a normal
day at school, but when they arrived, they found out it would be a day of working
together, playing games, and singing Christmas hymns.
Volunteers are needed for their home basketball games
NELHS Investors - $1 per day
NELHS Association Meeting – Sunday, March 7 at 4PM
Delegate Mark Wells reported that there might be debt, but our high school is
worth every penny.

Christ Lutheran Beatrice Report
• Church Council for 2021 – Suspend Bylaws so that we can have a 4-position council
and have elections at the January Voters’ Meeting for the positions. Here are the
“men from among you who are known to be full of the Spirit and wisdom” (quoting
Acts 6:3) who were nominated at the November 24th special council meeting and
willing to serve:
i. Elder (also serves as chairman)
1. Roger Johnsen
2. Ted Rabenberg
3. Kevin Rehm
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ii. Trustee
1. Troy Kendall
2. Mike Schroeder
iii. Secretary
1. Ron Schmidt
iv. Treasurer
1. Wayne Zimmerman
Pastor Berger’s Report
• Most shut-ins requested not to be visited in December…phone calls made to all
• Growing in Hope – 19 non-members are currently taking the class
• Looking forward to working alongside Pastor Dauck!
• Mentor – Finishing up mentoring Pastor Mount August 2021…
• Future Weddings – Grant and Taylor Reaffirmation Ceremony and Reception
(Cancelled until next year due to COVID); February 20, 2021 Garrett Freese and
Amanda Antholz
• District Mission Board – Joplin, MO; Grace Hmong in Kansas City; Shepherd of Peace
in Norfolk; Living Savior in Blair, NE; Wichita, KS Second Site; South Lincoln Second
Site?
• I have been asked to preach for Missionaries’ Conference in Denver on April 13th
Other Business
• Nominating Committee Work - Motion was made and seconded to accept the
following nominations as listed. Motion Carried.
o Elder: Wes Schroeder
o Board of Ed: Matt Meyer, Logan Scheele
o Trustee: Kirk Holtmeier, Craig Scheele, Dave Schmidt
o Secretary: Dustin Gronemeyer, Tom Person
o Treasurer: Rick Gerlach, Stan Hueske (incumbent eligible for another term if
we do as we did with Edwin and suspend the rules)
o Stewardship (2 Openings): Jake Jiskra, Bruce Jung, Fred Koch, Don Wurm
o Endowment Committee – 2 Openings: Dave Malchow, Brian Scheele
(incumbent eligible for another term), Matt Strein, Lonnie Weichel
o Cemetery Committee: Calvin Weichel, Dennis Weichel (incumbent eligible
for another term)
o Auditor: Forrest Freese, Dean Milius
o Delegate to serve by going to 2021 Synod Convention in Saginaw, Michigan:
▪ Wes Schroeder
▪ Brian Scheele (alternate)
▪ Calvin Weichel (alternate)
o NELHS Delegates: Craig Scheele, Wes Schroeder, Mark Wells, Matt Meyer
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•

•
•
•
•

Budget Committee (Steve Freese, Pastor Berger, Joel Schroeder, David Hummel, Eric
Bekemeyer, Stan Hueske, Mr. Danner, Don Wurm, Kirk Holtmeier, Forrest Freese, 2 at large members – Rick Gerlach, Wes Schroeder) met on Thursday, December
17th at 8:00PM. After Stan Hueske took us through the budget, a motion was made
and seconded to accept the budget as proposed. Motion Carried.
Reports need to be to Deb (deb@stpaulsplymouth.org) by Friday, January 8th for the
compilation of Annual Report (David Hummel - elder, Stan Hueske, Pastor Berger,
Steve Freese, Kirk Holtmeier, Don Wurm -broadcast, Don Wurm – Board of Ed, Craig
Scheele – broadcast account, Dennis Weichel, Wendell Gronemeyer, Cari Schroeder,
Melva Jurgens, Forrest Freese, Tom Hueske - NELHS, PTO Report, Andrew Danner)
Motion was made and seconded to accept the Parsonage and Building Expense
Allowances for called workers.
Please have your books in the church office and ready for the auditors (Brian
Weishahn and Calvin Weichel) by Sunday, January 10th (Ethan Schroeder, Stan
Hueske, Eric Bekemeyer, Wendell Gronemeyer, Dennis Weichel).
Next Church Council Meeting – Thursday, March 4, at 8:00PM (Beatrice Church
Council meets at 6:30PM)
January Annual Voters’ Meeting – Sunday, January 24th after worship at
Plymouth, 3PM at Beatrice

Adjournment:
➢ A motion was made and seconded to adjourn. Motion carried.
➢ The meeting closed with a prayer by Pastor Berger and the singing of the Doxology.
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If you would like more information about St. Paul’s Lutheran Church, feel free to speak
with Pastor Fred Berger after the service or anytime during the week! (call/text 402239-4509; email pastorberger@gmail.com) If you think you might be interested in
joining the St. Paul’s church family, Pastor would be more than happy to take you
through some Bible studies at whatever time or location is most convenient for you to
learn more about what we teach.
If you would like more information about St. Paul’s Lutheran School, feel free to speak
with Mr. Andrew Danner! (call/text 402-433-5349; email danner@stpaulsplymouth.org)
He would love to give you a tour of the school and answer any questions you might
have about the excellent Christ-centered education we offer students of our church and
community.

Please contact us! We would love to serve you!
Church Office 402-656-3003
School Office 402-656-4465
Pastor Fred Berger 402-239-4509
Pastor Justin Dauck
Church Secretary Mrs. Deb Wells 402-853-2035
Mrs. Tracie Hueske (Preschool) 402-230-0607
Mrs. Becky Briney (K-1) 269-358-2998
Mrs. Rachel Schroeder (2-3) 402-239-1206
Mrs. Beckie Bekemeyer (4-5) 402-239-7667
Mrs. Heather Malchow (Principal Release) 402-613-3241
Principal Andrew Danner (6-8) 402-433-5349

St. Paul’s Lutheran Church and School

In an ever-changing world, St. Paul’s Evangelical Lutheran Church exists to build Christ’s kingdom
in people’s hearts with the un-changing Gospel of Jesus Christ.

106 East Highway 4
Plymouth, NE 68424
402-656-3003
www.stpaulsplymouth.org
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