Christ Beatrice – 7:45AM
St. Paul’s Plymouth – 10AM
August 2, 2020
Pentecost 9
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Welcome
THANK YOU for joining us for worship today!
We pray that your spiritual life will be nourished through Word and Sacrament.
 Please practice social distancing as to be respectful of others’ space during this time.
 If you do not want to use a paper bulletin this morning, you can access the bulletin on your
device on the top of our website – www.stpaulsplymouth.org. The entire worship service is
printed out so that you do not need to use the hymnal.
 Offering plates can be found at the entrances. Although giving offerings for gospel ministry
is an act of worship, we will refrain from passing the offering plates during the service at this
time.
 May the Lord bless the time we spend together around His Word this morning! If you are
looking for a church to call home, please contact Pastor Berger at any time (email
pastorberger@gmail.com; call/text 402-239-4509; or stop by the church office). He would
love to serve you with God’s Word!
 If you desire, there is a nursery in the back on the west side of the church, but please know
that your children are ALWAYS welcome in our service no matter how much noise they
make. We’re happy to have them hear the Word and join us praising God with their voices!
 Before you leave, please sign the guest register. It is located on the top of the stairs in the
church entryway.
 Please talk to one of the Elders (seated in the back of the church) if you have questions
about the service or the congregation.
 Large print service folders are available. Please speak to one of the Elders if this would be
of assistance to you.
 Our Sunday morning service can be heard on KWBE 1450AM (94.7FM) and viewed live and
archived at www.stpaulsplymouth.org. Please share this information with those who are
not able to attend worship.
 Prayers before Worship can be found in Christian Worship–A Lutheran Hymnal, pp. 10-11.

Broadcast Sponsor
Our broadcast this morning is sponsored in loving memory of Sharon Schroeder by her
THE COMMON SERVICE
husband, Gail, and their children. Sharon entered eternal life August 3, 2019.
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Focus for Our Worship
“The Word of God is living and active” (Hebrews 4:12a). Oh, yes, it is as today we 21st century
Americans again see how well God’s Holy Word applies to our lives. How blessed we are this
morning to hear the truth about money and possessions. Let us use what God has given us to
His glory, yes even for our enjoyment, but let us encourage one another and spur one
another on lest we fall into the devil’s trap of loving our stuff. Dear brothers and sisters,
remind me…remind yourselves…remind each other: earthly riches are temporary, fleeting,
and provide a false sense of contentment; real lasting wealth, contentment, and joy are
found only in heavenly treasure through Jesus Christ our Lord!

The Common Service - page 15 in Christian Worship

Opening Hymn “This Day of Celebration”
Composed by Judy Johansen from the Restoration of St. Matthew Lutheran Church in Benton
Harbor, MI…appropriate now as we gather together again in God’s House for worship. Used by
permission.
1. This Day of Celebration, we come before the Lord.
With thankful hearts and voices, we join in one accord.
Once more we wait to greet You where beauty shines around,
As angels hover over, we stand on holy ground.
2. So often at Your altar, we’ve been a welcomed guest.
And kneeling here together, received the feast You’ve blest.
And here we’ve brought our children, the lambs that You embrace,
Where first Your Spirit touched them, the fountain of Your grace.
3. Here wedding vows were spoken before our God of love.
And hearts and homes united as in our Home above.
Here we have bid farewell to weary saints and true,
But oh the joy of knowing we’ve sent them Home to You!
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4. We’ve stood beside the manger each silent Christmas Eve.
We’ve climbed the path of sorrow, the road to Calvary.
We’ve waited in the garden for dawn’s first golden rays;
Our Easter alleluias then joined the angel’s praise.
5. In times of joy or sadness, in days of strength or fear,
Through changing scenes and seasons, You’ve led Your family here.
Your promise still before us, Your blessings ever new,
Once more this holy temple, we dedicate to You.
6. Your Word of Truth here spoken in us will grow and live.
A door to all is open, eternal life to give.
As we await the glory Your coming will impart,
Nor fire nor foe can tarnish the treasures of the heart.

M In the name of the Father and of the Son % and of the Holy Spirit.

Confession of Sins and Holy Absolution
M: Beloved in the Lord: let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins to God our
Father, asking Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness.
c: Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful and that I have disobeyed
You in my thoughts, words, and actions. I have done what is evil and failed to do what is
good. For this I deserve Your punishment both now and in eternity. But I am truly sorry for
my sins, and trusting in my Savior Jesus Christ, I pray: Lord, have mercy on me, a sinner.
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M: God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has given His only Son to be the
atoning sacrifice for our sins. Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by His authority,
I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son % and of the Holy Spirit.

M In the peace of this forgiveness, let us praise the Lord.
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Prayer of the Day
M: The Lord be with you.

M: Let us pray. Dear Lord, every single minute of every single day the world points us in the
wrong direction for contentment – our bank accounts, our cars, our homes, our decorations,
our clothes, and we could go on and on. Lord, we ask that this morning You point us to Your
Word where You share with us heavenly treasures, those that moth and rust will not
destroy, those that bring real joy, contentment, and peace, through Jesus Christ our Lord,
who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

First Lesson — Ecclesiastes 5:8-6:2
Oh, the wisdom God shares through this book of the Bible. Listen to these words, apply them to
your life, and put them into practice.
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If you see the poor oppressed in a district, and justice and rights denied, do not be
surprised at such things; for one official is eyed by a higher one, and over them both are
others higher still. 9 The increase from
the land is taken by all; the king himself
profits from the fields.
10
Whoever loves money never has
money enough;
whoever loves wealth is never
satisfied with his income.
This too is meaningless.
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11

As goods increase,
so do those who consume them.
And what benefit are they to the owner
except to feast his eyes on them?
12
The sleep of a laborer is sweet,
whether he eats little or much,
but the abundance of a rich man
permits him no sleep.
13
I have seen a grievous evil under the sun:
wealth hoarded to the harm of its owner,
14
or wealth lost through some misfortune,
so that when he has a son
there is nothing left for him.
15
Naked a man comes from his mother’s womb,
and as he comes, so he departs.
He takes nothing from his labor
that he can carry in his hand.
16
This too is a grievous evil:
As a man comes, so he departs,
and what does he gain,
since he toils for the wind?
17
All his days he eats in darkness,
with great frustration, affliction and anger.
18
Then I realized that it is good and proper for a man to eat and drink, and to find
satisfaction in his toilsome labor under the sun during the few days of life God has given
him—for this is his lot. 19 Moreover, when God gives any man wealth and possessions,
and enables him to enjoy them, to accept his lot and be happy in his work—this is a gift
of God. 20 He seldom reflects on the days of his life, because God keeps him occupied
with gladness of heart.
6 I have seen another evil under the sun, and it weighs heavily on men: 2 God gives a
man wealth, possessions and honor, so that he lacks nothing his heart desires, but God
does not enable him to enjoy them, and a stranger enjoys them instead. This is
meaningless, a grievous evil.
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PSALM 119c

Oh, how I | love your law!
I meditate on it | all day long.
I have more insight that all my | teachers,
for I meditate on your | statutes.
I have more understanding than the | elders,
for I obey your | precepts.
Refrain

I have kept my feet from every | evil path
so that I might o-| bey your Word.
I have not departed | from your laws,
for you yourself have | taught me.
How sweet are your words | to my taste,
sweeter than honey | to my mouth!
Glory be to the Father and | to the Son
and to the Holy | Spirit,
as it was in the be- | ginning,
is now, and will be forever. | Amen.

Second Lesson — I Timothy 6:6-19
As Paul writes to 1st century Christians, he writes to 21st century Christians as well. Don’t make
your life revolve around money, possessions, things that are fleeting. “But godliness with
contentment”…now that “is great gain.”
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But godliness with contentment is great gain. 7 For we brought nothing into the world, and
we can take nothing out of it. 8 But if we have food and clothing, we will be content with that.
9
People who want to get rich fall into temptation and a trap and into many foolish and harmful
desires that plunge men into ruin and destruction. 10 For the love of money is a root of all kinds
of evil. Some people, eager for money, have wandered from the faith and pierced themselves
with many griefs.
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But you, man of God, flee from all this, and pursue righteousness, godliness, faith, love,
endurance and gentleness. 12 Fight the good fight of the faith. Take hold of the eternal life to
which you were called when you made your good confession in the presence of many witnesses.
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In the sight of God, who gives life to everything, and of Christ Jesus, who while testifying
before Pontius Pilate made the good
confession, I charge you 14 to keep this
command without spot or blame until the
appearing of our Lord Jesus Christ, 15 which
God will bring about in his own time—God,
the blessed and only Ruler, the King of kings
and Lord of lords, 16 who alone is immortal
and who lives in unapproachable light,
whom no one has seen or can see. To him be
honor and might forever. Amen.
17
Command those who are rich in this present world not to be arrogant nor to put their hope
in wealth, which is so uncertain, but to put their hope in God, who richly provides us with
everything for our enjoyment. 18 Command them to do good, to be rich in good deeds, and to be
generous and willing to share. 19 In this way they will lay up treasure for themselves as a firm
foundation for the coming age, so that they may take hold of the life that is truly life.
Trio “Blessings” by Laura Story (10:00AM Service)
Verse of the Day — Matthew 6:19-21
M: Alleluia. 19 “Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust destroy,
and where thieves break in and steal. 20 But store up for yourselves treasures in heaven,
where moth and rust do not destroy, and where thieves do not break in and steal. 21 For
where your treasure is, there your heart will be also. Alleluia.
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Holy Gospel — Luke 16:19-31 (sermon text)
M: The Gospel of St. Luke, chapter 16, beginning at verse 19:

19

“There was a rich man who was dressed in purple and fine linen and lived in luxury every
day. 20 At his gate was laid a beggar named Lazarus, covered with sores 21 and longing to eat
what fell from the rich man’s table. Even the dogs came and licked his sores.
22
“The time came when the beggar died and the angels carried him to Abraham’s side. The
rich man also died and was buried. 23 In hell, where he was in torment, he looked up and saw
Abraham far away, with Lazarus by his side. 24 So he called to him, ‘Father Abraham, have pity on
me and send Lazarus to dip the tip of his finger in water and cool my tongue, because I am in
agony in this fire.’
25
“But Abraham replied, ‘Son, remember that in your lifetime you received your good things,
while Lazarus received bad things, but now he is comforted here and you are in agony. 26 And
besides all this, between us and you a great chasm has been fixed, so that those who want to go
from here to you cannot, nor can anyone cross over from there to us.’
27
“He answered, ‘Then I beg you, father, send Lazarus to my father’s house, 28 for I have five
brothers. Let him warn them, so that they will not also come to this place of torment.’
29
“Abraham replied, ‘They have Moses and the Prophets; let them listen to them.’
30
“ ‘No, father Abraham,’ he said, ‘but if someone from the dead goes to them, they will
repent.’
31
“He said to him, ‘If they do not listen to Moses and the Prophets, they will not be convinced
even if someone rises from the dead.’ ”
M This is the Gospel of the Lord.

Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born
of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. He
descended into hell. The third day He rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven and
is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty. From there He will come to judge the
living and the dead.
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I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.
Hymn of the Day
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Sermon — Luke 16:19-31

After the sermon, the congregation sings:
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New Member Reception (7:45AM Service)
Prayer of the Church
Lord’s Prayer
c Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.
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M Blessed Lord, You have given us Your Holy Scriptures for our learning. May we so hear them,
read, learn, and take them to heart, that being strengthened and comforted by Your holy
Word, we may cling to the blessed hope of everlasting life, through Jesus Christ, our Lord,
who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
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M The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to
you. The Lord look on you with favor and + give you peace.

Closing Hymn
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Reprinted with permission under One License #A-711841. All rights reserved.

Pastor Fred Berger
C-402-239-4509 O-402-656-3003
pastorberger@gmail.com

Principal Andrew Danner
C-402-433-5349 O-402-656-4465
danner@stpaulsplymouth.org

Organist: Joan Hummel
Broadcast Announcers: Nathan Schwab, Craig Scheele
Trio: Becky Briney, Bailey Schwab, Mallory Schwab

16

BIRTHDAYS AND ANNIVERSARIES
Today – Darcy Ryan
Monday – Dre Garrison, Dustin Mammen
Tuesday – Liam Bice, Shane Jiskra
Wednesday – Ronnie Collins, Josh Jantzen
Thursday – Brody Roberts, Brad Schwab, Laura Wells
Friday – M/M Ryan Birkett
Saturday – Hattie Gronemeyer, Whitney Hoffmann,
Jenni Krueger, Kim Milius, M/M Bob Schmidt

BIRTHDAYS AND ANNIVERSARIES
Today – Ron Schmidt
Organist: Janice Pieper

Sunday

Monday
Mon. – Wed.
Wed. – Sat.
Thursday
Saturday
Sunday

This Week, By God’s Grace (August 2nd – August 9th)
Worship at Christ, Beatrice
Worship at St. Paul’s, Plymouth
St. Paul’s Bus Drivers Meeting
District Mission Board PULSE Meeting
Teacher In-service Meetings
Family School Cleaning
Board of Education
Outdoor Classroom Work Day
Worship with Communion at Christ Lutheran, Beatrice
Worship with Communion at St. Paul’s, Plymouth
Confirmation Practice
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7:45am
10:00am
11:00am
Noon
8:00am-8:00pm
6:30pm
9:00am
7:45am
10:00am
11:15am

In Our Prayers
 Person Family–We thank the Lord for blessing Tom & Lacey with the birth of a healthy
son, Jonathan. Jonathan was born Monday, July 27th. He weighed 7 lbs., 13 oz. and was
20.375 inches long.
 Lucas Weise–Lucas, Jed & Annette Weise’s Son and Norla Weise’s grandson, was injured
in a pool accident and was transferred to the Madonna for rehab this past Tuesday.
Prayer Updates
 Marcia Nispel–Marcia was released from Good Samaritan and returned home to the
Kensington this past Friday.
School Volunteers—If you have served as a school volunteer in the past and would be willing to
do so again this year, please contact Mr. Danner (402-656-4465) or Deb (402-656-3003).
Card Shower—Vernelle Hueske’s family is honoring her with a card shower
for her 95th birthday, which she will be celebrating August 10th. If you
would like to send her a card or note, her address is as follows: 2211
Sunset Dr., Apt. 116, Beatrice, NE 68310.
Meditations/FIC—The next quarterly Meditations daily devotion booklets have arrived and have
been placed into the church mailboxes of those who subscribed. Also, if you ordered the
Forward in Christ magazine, you should find the August edition in your mailbox.

Broadcast Dates—Anyone interested in sponsoring one of our worship broadcasts is asked to
note that the following Sundays are still available in 2020.
Oct. 4
Nov. 1, 8
Dec. 27
Church Directory—It’s time for us to update our church photo directory (this is done every 5
years). We will be photographing all families either August 27-29 or September 15-16 here at St.
Paul’s in the church fellowship area. We will begin making reservations for a time slot the next
two Sundays (8/9 and 8/16) after church in the fellowship area.
Next Growing in Hope Class!—Mark your calendars. Think about someone to invite. Pray that
God gives you an opportunity to share the message of eternal life with a friend, relative,
acquaintance, neighbor, or stranger. The next Bible Information Class will begin Thursday,
September 10th from 7-8PM!
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School Cleaning—Parents of our school children (and anyone else
interested in helping) are asked to note that school cleaning will take place
Wednesday through Saturday of this week from 8AM – 8PM each day.
(Parents, if you have not already used the online site “Sign Up Genius” to
indicate your plans for cleaning, please contact the school or church office.)
All help to prepare our school building and grounds for the upcoming school
year would be greatly appreciated! School begins with an opening service at
church at 8:30AM on Monday, August 17th.
Outdoor Classroom Work Day—We will be having one final work day on our Outdoor Classroom
on Saturday, August 8th, starting at 9:00am. Tasks include building our music and gravity walls,
installing pavers, and landscaping in and around the playground area. If you are interested in
helping, please talk to Mrs. Hueske or Mrs. Briney.
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St. Paul’s Lutheran Church
Directory Picture Dates:
Thursday, August 27th
Friday, August 28th
Saturday, August 29th
OR
Tuesday, September 15th
Wednesday, September 16th
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If you would like more information about St. Paul’s Lutheran Church, feel free to speak
with Pastor Fred Berger after the service or anytime during the week! (call/text 402239-4509; email pastorberger@gmail.com) If you think you might be interested in
joining the St. Paul’s church family, Pastor would be more than happy to take you
through some Bible studies at whatever time or location is most convenient for you to
learn more about what we teach.
If you would like more information about St. Paul’s Lutheran School, feel free to speak
with Mr. Andrew Danner! (call/text 402-433-5349; email danner@stpaulsplymouth.org)
He would love to give you a tour of the school and answer any questions you might
have about the excellent Christ-centered education we offer students of our church and
community.
Please contact us! We would love to serve you!
Church Office 402-656-3003
School Office 402-656-4465
Pastor Fred Berger 402-239-4509
Church Secretary Mrs. Deb Wells 402-853-2035
Mrs. Tracie Hueske (Preschool) 402-230-0607
Mrs. Becky Briney (K-1) 269-358-2998
Mrs. Rachel Schroeder (2-3) 402-239-1206
Mrs. Beckie Bekemeyer (4-5) 402-239-7667
Mrs. Heather Malchow (Principal Release) 402-613-3241
Principal Andrew Danner (6-8) 402-433-5349

St. Paul’s Lutheran Church and School

In an ever-changing world, St. Paul’s Evangelical Lutheran Church exists to build Christ’s kingdom
in people’s hearts with the un-changing Gospel of Jesus Christ.

106 East Highway 4
Plymouth, NE 68424
402-656-3003
www.stpaulsplymouth.org
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